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Welcome to the Sixth Form at Samuel Ryder Academy 
 

 

Welcome 

Thank you for taking time to read the Samuel Ryder Academy Sixth Form handbook. The information included in this 

booklet covers all aspects of Sixth Form life at Samuel Ryder Academy.   

 

The Sixth Form team would appreciate students, parents and carers taking the time to familiarise themselves with the 

information included here, even if you have been associated with the school previously.  

  

It is designed to be a helpful reference document for the duration a student is in Sixth Form. 

 

Many aspects of Sixth Form life are different to the lower school, such as the concept of study periods on a timetable 

and having a different dress code.   

 

Please read the information in this booklet carefully, and please do not hesitate to contact the school should you have 

any questions. 

 

 

Our Community 

You are warmly welcomed to the Sixth Form at Samuel Ryder Academy by myself and the Sixth Form team, who look 

forward to working with you in September. 

 

The Sixth Form is a vibrant, friendly and happy community, where you are valued and will be given individual attention.  

It is our aims are the following: 

 

• For our students to learn how to be confident, curious and independent learners - someone who loves learning 

for learning’s sake.  

• Taught by subject specialists, who want you to share the same passion for their subject as they do. 

• You will enjoy engaging in a wide range of activities and develop the self-motivation that enables you to 

flourish. 

• When it is time to leave the school, you will be a confident, accomplished, well-rounded individual, fully 

prepared for the challenges of higher education and work.   

 

Most of you are likely to want to proceed to Higher Education; the school has an excellent record of success in students 

gaining a place at their first choice universities including Russell Group universities.  We also recognise that the high-

level degree apprenticeship is an excellent alternative and we work closely with a number of organisations who offer 

this route. 

 

Mrs Potter 

Head of Sixth Form 
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Academic Aims 
 

We will:  

Deliver a first class learning environment based on outstanding teaching and learning resources.  

 

Provide you with every opportunity to extend your skills and thinking about the world in which we live; building a portfolio 

that will allow you to progress into topflight universities, high-level degree apprenticeship or employment.  Challenge 

you to never settle for good and always accept that there is always room for improvement. Develop you as a young 

leader and role model to act as inspiration for younger members of the school and our community. Welcome, value 

and respect all who come to the school. Hold true to our core values of Achievement, Care and Excellence and to 

strive to display them in all that you do. 

 

As a member of the Samuel Ryder Academy Sixth Form, you are encouraged to make positive choices that benefit 

you, our school and the wider community. We expect you to not only behave in ways that demonstrate your eagerness 

to learn, but also exemplify your desire to be a good citizen, who thinks of others’ needs and not just their own. We 

want you to embody our notion of community and thereby become the solutions, rather than the symptoms of our local 

community. 

 

As a member of the Sixth Form community, you will be expected to: 

 

• Conduct yourself courteously and respectfully towards one another in person, on paper, and when 

communicating electronically – this includes a mature, responsible and considered approach to the use of 

social media.  

• We expect all Sixth Formers and staff to care actively for other members of our community and to contribute 

to their wellbeing and success.  

• We will respect one another and ourselves. Should you fall short of our high expectations, you will be 

challenged by your teachers to change and grow.   

• We are firm in the belief that every young person’s mind and character can and will flourish and grow and 

that mistakes are a necessary part of this process. Given this, poor choices regarding personal conduct will 

be met with clear and specific advice about how one should improve and mature.   
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General Expectations 
 

You are expected to:  

• Complete all assignments to the very best of your ability and meet all deadlines set.   

• Come to all lessons, assemblies, lectures and registrations on time, all the time and every day.   

• Be fully equipped with all relevant material required for learning.   

• Use independent study time effectively, avoid distracting other students.   

• Speak and act kindly and respectfully to others at all times.   

• Keep mobile phones away and turned off at all times, except when in the specific designated areas.   

• Always wear smart and professional dress as detailed in this handbook.  

• Respect and care for our school building and all property belonging to the school and that of others. 

• Participate in a range of activities beyond the classroom.   

• Model good conduct at all times to other pupils within the school.  

• Do not park cars or mopeds on the school site.   

 

The core commitments of staff to you:  

• We will create a well-ordered and safe environment where learning can take place.  

• We will maintain the highest of expectations for all.  

• We will plan and teach stimulating and challenging lessons that help every student secure the very highest 

grades.   

• We will regularly set and mark assignments and assessments; providing purposeful and constructive 

feedback, which helps you to redraft and improve.   

• We will keep you regularly informed about your progress offering praise and rewarding achievement and 

effort.  

• We will keep parents and carers regularly informed about your progress.   

• We will offer a wide range of opportunities to participate in activities beyond the curriculum.   

• We will guide and advise you on career and university/apprenticeship plans, so that you can make considered 

and aspirational choices about your future.   

• We will act as role models who demonstrate the patience and persistence required of successful people. 

• We will always be respectful to both you and your parents or carers.   
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Pastoral Care 
 

Tutor groups are small so that you receive individual attention to talk about academic progress and personal 

development. You will keep a comprehensive academic and extra-curricular profile, which tutors use to write the end 

of year school report and UCAS reference. 

 

We acknowledge that A-Levels / Level 3 qualifications are a very different challenge to GCSEs.  However, we work on 

the assumption that you have made a choice of which courses to follow based on your genuine interest and motivation 

for the subjects.  Whilst we recognise that as a sixteen year old GCSE student, you will not overnight gain all the 

scholarly attributes of an experienced A-Level student, we will set realistic expectations from the outset.  Teachers will 

encourage you to take responsibility for your learning, time management and future plans and to encourage you to 

pursue excellence and make a positive contribution to the school and the wider community.  This may be through 

becoming involved Sport, Drama, Music, mentoring lower school students, representing your House or becoming 

House Captain, or Prefect. 

 

Pastoral Team: 

 

Head of Sixth Form:  Mrs Helen Potter 

 

SLT Link:   Miss Liza Timpson 

 

Year 12 Christie Tutor:  Mrs Liz Lovell 

Year 12 Hardy Tutor:   Mr Mark Roe 

Year 12 King Tutor:  Mr Will Horborough 

Year 12 Wordsworth Tutor: Ms Karen Corcoran 

 

Year 13 Austen Tutor:  Mrs Michelle Jenkins 

Year 13 Bronte Tutor:   Mr Sam Amos 

Year 13 Dahl Tutor:  Mr Sam Berry  

 

Careers Adviser:                       Mrs Ann Rabinowitz 
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Getting Off to a Good Start 
 

 

SUMMER TASKS: A-LEVEL TRANSITION WORK  

Courses at A-Level are significantly different and provide exciting opportunities for independent learning.  The first 

challenge for any student joining Samuel Ryder Academy Sixth Form is to successfully complete a summer preparation 

task for each of your chosen subjects. These tasks are important because they provide an introduction to key ideas 

within the course; help to bridge the gap between GCSE and A-Level; encourage you to think like an A-Level student 

and demonstrate a commitment to study.  Subject teachers will expect that tasks are completed to a high standard.  

 

These tasks can be found at the end of this booklet.  They will be explained in detail during the Induction Day. 

 

All summer tasks must be completed for, and taken to, the first lesson in that subject in September.  Term begins on 

Friday 3rd September 2021. 

 

 

TRANSITION  

It is imperative that you arrive in September with a positive mind-set and that all induction activities are completed to 

a high standard. The jump from GCSE to A-Level is a significant one and expectations will be high from the very 

beginning of the two-year study programme. The Sixth Form teachers are here to support you fully with this transition. 

The initial four weeks of the courses will inform the sixth form team of your ability to cope with the demands of the 

subject. If you struggle/find difficulty in your first weeks in Sixth Form you should seek out the help, advice and guidance 

of your subject teachers, tutor and Head of Sixth form.   

 

You are required to model the correct behaviours and appearance to the younger pupils in the school. This means that 

you are expected to have the right equipment for learning including a bag, a pencil case, and appropriate storage 

folders, iPad and subject specific materials (calculator, art materials etc.) 

 

 

INDEPENDENT STUDY EXPECTATIONS 

You will be expected to spend at least 4 hours per subject each week completing independent study outside of the 

lessons. 

• You are expected to complete all study sessions at school.  You should try to get into the habit of planning 

what work you will complete in these sessions. Tutors can support you in creating a study plan.  

• Home learning should extend and re-enforce your learning. In many cases you will also be expected to read 

up on a topic before you cover the material in class. Your preparation for lessons is vital to success. 

• Reading around your subject will not only help you to pass the exams but will also help you to gain a deeper 

understanding of the topic and help prepare you for university. Each subject will provide you with a reading 

list.   

• Paid work – it is NOT permitted to undertake any paid work during school hours. However, for work in your 

own time, we suggest a maximum of 6-8 hours a week paid work.  

 

 

SUGGESTED EQUIPMENT LIST  

• One lever arch file per subject which will include: specification for each A-Level subject, printed and placed 

in folder, dividers for folders, plastic wallets to keep work and resources in a good condition. 

• Pens, pencils, rulers, rubbers, glue sticks, scissors, hole-punch and highlighter pens. 

• Calculator (Mathematics, Science, Geography, Psychology, Economics, Business). 
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• Any subject specific equipment (set texts for English Literature and for Mathematics a specialist calculator 

is required, the department will advise which model). 

• An iPad is an essential piece of equipment, the Edulink app will support planning and organisation etc. 

 

 

TEACHER ABSENCE 

If your teacher is absent, they will set work for you, usually this is emailed to you in the morning. You should attend 

your lessons in the allocated classroom as normal, where a member of staff from that faculty will take the register.  

 

 

CHANGING COURSES 

We hope that you will have made the right decisions but are aware that on occasions this does not always work out. If 

you wish to make a change to your course in any way then it is vital that you seek advice from a member of the Sixth 

Form team. A blue change of course form will need to be completed and signed by parents and staff. Any course 

changes must be made by Friday 17th September 2021. 

 

After this date, no further changes can be made unless deemed necessary by the school following baseline 

assessments. 

 

 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES 

Each fortnight in tutor time you will participate in the SLT Debate, this is a discussion chaired by a member of the 

Senior Leadership Team on a topic chosen by them or you, from a current affairs article.  You will be required to read 

the article in advance, formulate questions following further reading in preparation to contribute to the discussion. 

 

You may be invited to guest lectures held both in our school and other schools in the local area. 

You will have compulsory sports/PE each week on a Wednesday afternoon. 

 

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is a stand-alone qualification. It provides you with an opportunity to pursue 

an interest outside your A-Level courses, showing your ability to work independently. We strongly recommend those 

of you considering making an application to Oxbridge complete the EPQ in addition to your other A-Levels.  

 

 

DELOITTE LLP 

Through our partnership with Deloitte LLP students are encouraged to enhance their career and employability skills 

through workshops, mock interview and assessment days, business mentoring and work experience. The support 

offered to the school through the Deloitte’s Five Million Futures Education Programme and the St Albans office 

continues to enhance the opportunities for our students. 

 

 

WILDHEARTS SCHOOLS PROGRAMME 

The programme is launched in September to a number of students and provides young people with Inspiration, 

Knowledge and Networks.  It helps the students to become Responsible Business Leaders of the future.  

• Entrepreneurial Education: Equipping young people with the ‘Values-driven’ Entrepreneurial Education 

endorsed by Babson College, the world’s top school for Entrepreneurship to address societal and 

environmental issues in their school community  

• Mental Health & Wellbeing: Courses, webinars and resources for parents, students and teachers from 

leading adolescent mental health experts 

• Career and Employability: Up-skilling and broadening students career horizons in partnership with leading 

global brands. 
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MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT 

You will be set an ALPS (Advanced Level Performance Systems) target 

grade for each subject at the start of Year 12. These aspirational targets 

are generated based on your GCSE results.  The target grade is the end 

of Year 13 target grade. You are expected to work towards these grades 

over the next two years.  

 

ALPS targets use a thermometer based system where you should be 

aiming to be in the ‘red’.  Please be aware that at the start of your A-Level 

courses you may not achieve this on each piece of work due to factors 

beyond your control.  For example, you have not yet gained sufficient 

contextual information.  However, you should be demonstrating that your 

level of effort and current working practice indicates to teachers that when 

they are reporting on your progress you are in the ‘red’.  These grades are 

reported to your parents each term and at the Parent Consultation 

Evening.  

 

You are encouraged to engage in dialogue with your subject teachers and show that you know your current working 

grades and know how to improve.  We have a number of Subject Review weeks throughout the two years to monitor 

progress closely. During this week, you will be set an assessment and be required to reflect on areas of success and 

areas requiring further development.  

 

If you are working significantly below target we will place you on a Subject Report which involves meeting with your 

parents and putting in place strategies to help you get back on track.  

 

Once on Subject Report, we will work with you for an agreed period of time and will look at supporting your study 

habits, revision techniques, time management and general independent study skills.  We will agree a set of SMART 

targets for you to work towards.  We will meet with you on a regular basis during the agreed intervention period and 

will discuss and support progress towards the identified targets.  This support will then be reviewed and will continue 

if a longer period of time is deemed necessary.  

 

To keep on target it is essential that you allocate your independent study time to each subject. 
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General Information 
 

DRESS CODE  

Samuel Ryder Sixth Form students are expected to lead by example and demonstrate a smart appearance to the rest 

of the school, as such, the Sixth Form dress code is smart office wear and the requirements are as follows: 

 

• Suit – i.e. navy, grey, black or similar dark suit with matching tailored trousers, dress or skirt 

• Collared shirt and tie, blouse or smart top 

• Smart shoes. No excessively high heels or boots 

 

The following dress items are not permitted: 

• No excessively short skirts or dresses, or ‘bodycon’ shirts, shorts or leggings  

• No trainers, plimsolls, casual shoes, sandals or boots 

• Vest tops and tops that reveal midriffs are not suitable 

• Hooded tops are not to be worn at anytime 

 

All Sixth Formers 

• Only one ear piercing in the lower lobe is permitted in school (spacers and spikes are not permitted) 

• There should only be one earring in each lower earlobe. No other facial piercings are allowed 

• Hair should be neat, a natural colour not cut less than a number 2 cut or outrageous in style 

• Beards must be trimmed 

• A jacket must be worn when walking around school, as well as for assemblies and other formal occasions 

 

Any student who breaches the school dress code can expect to be sent home to change.   

Samuel Ryder students are expected to maintain the same high standards when in the partner consortium schools. 

 

PE Kit for all students 

• White tee-shirt 

• Navy blue/black shorts or tracksuit bottoms 

• Trainers 

• Skin pads, football boots and long socks for football 

 

Sports Academy Students 

On the days that students have sports academy commitments, you are permitted to wear the following items: 

• SRA rugby or netball academy tracksuits or training clothing 

• Trainers 
 
Non-academy sportswear is not permitted to be worn at these times. 
 

The intention of the Sixth Form Dress Code is to help maintain the smart appearance encouraged in Years 7-11 whilst 

allowing a degree of flexibility, in acknowledgement of the role of Sixth Form and your progression towards the world 

of employment.  In the Sixth Form you will be expected to take pride in your appearance by dressing appropriately and 

professionally for a day of study. An acceptable standard of dress would be similar to clothes that would be worn for 

an interview, for work in a traditional business environment, or when dealing with customers in the service industry. If 

you do not follow the dress code will be asked to make the necessary amendments and may be sent home to change. 

You will not be allowed into lessons until these expectations are met.  

 

ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

Electronic devices such as mobile phones are allowed on your person at school. However, you are a role model for 

lower school students and as such you are not permitted to walk around the school site on your mobile phone.  You 
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are permitted to use it in the Sixth Form area.  The school is not liable for the misplacement or damage to your 

possessions. All Sixth Form students are required to use a school iPad in lessons or study sessions; many departments 

send information and add material using iTunesU and therefore it is essential that the annual contribution for the iPad 

is paid in good time.  More information regarding the annual iPad contributions will be in the paperwork included in 

your pack on results day. 

 

 

ATTENDANCE AND SAFETY ON THE SCHOOL SITE 

The school is responsible for your health and welfare whilst you are at school. If you leave the site without informing 

Mrs Potter and an incident occurs, we will not know or be able to assist. 

   

If there is an emergency or fire drill and you have not signed out, it is a serious matter.  

 

Any student leaving due to illness or any other reason during the school day must first discuss with Mrs Potter and 

then sign out at reception. 

 

You must attend registration at 8.40am every day with your tutor. You will be marked as late if you arrive after 8.40am.  

 

If you arrive after registration closes at 8.50am you must sign in at reception. You will be marked late in the register 

and will be asked to explain your lateness.    

 

If you are unable to attend school, a parent/carer must log this via the absence report section on EduLink One by 

9am on each day of absence.  If there are any issues with this they may call our absence line on 01727 859382 

(selecting option 1) or email us on attendance@samuelryderacademy.co.uk by 9am on each day of absence. 

 

If you miss a lesson for any reason it is your responsibility to complete the work set and arrive prepared for the next 

lesson. 

 

Holidays should not be arranged during term time. Any requests for leave of absence should be addressed to the 

Headteacher in writing.  

 

Driving lessons should not be arranged during school time. (Study sessions are allocated for private study).  

 

 

STUDENT ID - LANYARDS  

You are required to wear a lanyard bearing your name and photograph.  This is essential for safeguarding reasons 

both at Samuel Ryder Academy and when visiting consortium schools. Lanyards should therefore be worn at all times. 

 

Photos will be taken in the first week of the autumn term.  

 

The student lanyard and photo card is the required form of identification, which must be presented and displayed 

during all external A-Level examinations.   

 

Should you fail to display your lanyard in morning registration your name will be recorded and a spare issued that must 

be returned to your form tutor at the end of the school day.  Repeat offenders will be sent home to collect identification 

and parents will be informed.   

 

The cost of replacement lanyard is £10 

  

mailto:attendance@samuelryderacademy.co.uk
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SMOKING  

Samuel Ryder Academy is a non-smoking site. Smoking on or near the school site is strictly prohibited. 

 

 

FIRE DRILL 

If the fire alarm sounds please make your way to the tennis courts at the back of the school and line up with your tutor 

group in alphabetical order. Follow the fire marshal’s instructions. Please see the emergency evacuation route signs 

in each classroom. 

 

 

THE SCHOOL DAY 

Please note that you will have double periods for the majority of your lessons 

 

08.40 – 08.50 Registration (students should be in their form rooms by 8.35am) 

08:50 – 09:40 Period 1 

09:40 – 10:30 Period 2 

10:30 – 10:50 Break 

10:50 – 11:40 Period 3 

11:40 – 12:30 Period 4 

12:30 – 12:50 Lunch Registration/Assembly 

12:50 – 13:50 Lunch 

13:50 – 14:40 Period 5 

14:40 – 15:30 Period 6 

15:30 End of school day 

 

 

TRANSPORT BETWEEN CONSORTIUM SCHOOLS 

The minibus to Consortium schools leaves from outside reception at 8.10am, 10.30am and 2.00pm each day.  It is 

important that you are on time to catch the bus as if you miss it you will be expected to make your own way to the 

consortium school.  Please give your mobile phone number to the site team at the start of the year, and email them in 

advance if you are not requiring the bus as this avoids delays for other students.  We will make separate arrangements 

for examination periods; please ensure you advise your form tutor once you have your timetable so they can contact 

site on your behalf.  You will be collected from your consortium school and brought back to Samuel Ryder Academy 

at the end of your lesson. 

 

 

SIXTH FORM STUDY AREA 

This area is used exclusively by Sixth Form students to support your independent study.  The computer area is a 

strictly no eating or drinking area.  

 

Please be mindful that students are using the Sixth Form area for independent study periods and that it is good 

etiquette to work quietly to avoid disrupting others.   

 

Please respect and sensibly use the computer facilities provided in this area.  They are expensive and will not be 

continuously replaced.  Any student deliberately found to be tampering with the ICT facilities will be reported to the 

Head of Sixth Form and serious action will be taken.   
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LOCKERS  

Lockers are available in the Sixth Form. One payment of £10.00 will hire the locker for the two years.  Folders, books 

and other belongings should be stored in the locker and not left in the Sixth Form to ensure its safe keeping.  Please 

note that the Sixth Form area is often used after school and therefore your belongings should be locked away at the 

end of each day for safekeeping.   The locker form will be included in your pack on results day. 

 

 

FOOD AND DRINK 

The school canteen is available for you to purchase food or drink. We operate a cashless catering system. You may 

also leave the school premises during lunch to buy food but must sign out in the main reception before you do so. 

Please keep the sixth form tidy, cold food and drink are allowed in the sixth form (non-computer area) but you are 

expected to place all litter in the bins provided. There is no eating or drinking allowed in the IT room.  Please note you 

are not allowed to bring hot food purchased on or off site into this area. 

 

A drinks machine is available in the Sixth Form area offering a selection of coffees teas, hot chocolate and milkshakes.  

Payment is via bank card.  In line with the school’s eco status, sustainability is important to our students.  With this in 

mind, we ask students to bring their own 12oz lidded drinks container. 

 

 

Key dates 
 

Start of Term for Year 12: 3rd September 2021 

Year 12 Baseline tests: w/c 20th September 2021 

Year 12 Curriculum Evening: 14th September 2021 

Secondary Open Evening: 30th September 2021 

Post-16 Information Evening: 25th November 2021 

Trail Examinations: w/c 10th January 2021 

Year 12 Parents’ Consultation Evening: 1st February 2022 

Summer Examinations: 22nd – 30th June 2022 

Work Experience Week: w/c 18th July 2022 

 

 

Bursary 
 

Students and their parents/carers are invited to apply for the bursary funding award once they take up their place in 

Sixth Form at Samuel Ryder Academy.  

 

There are 2 types of 16 to 19 bursaries: 

• Bursaries for defined vulnerable groups of up to £1,200 a year 

• Discretionary bursaries which institutions award using policies they set, in line with the government rules 

  

Each applicant will be required to present information and evidence, which will be assessed individually on a case by 

case basis. The expectation is that the payments will be used to assist with: the cost of equipment needed for school; 

transport to and from school; examination re-sits; and school trips. Application forms will be included in the pack on 

results day and should be returned to Mrs Potter as soon as possible in September. It is a requirement that the monies 

are paid directly into the student’s personal bank account.  

 

Later applications will be considered and application forms will be available throughout the year for students who 

become eligible during the course of the academic year.  Payments will not be backdated.  Students who fall below 

expected levels of attainment/attendance/punctuality/conduct will have their payments frozen. 
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Careers Advice and Guidance 
 

Careers Education Information, Advice and Guidance (CEIAG) is available to all of our Sixth Form students. You may 

arrange an interview with Mrs Rabinowitz, by contacting her on a.rabinowitz@samuelryderacademy.co.uk for either a 

Monday or Thursday appointment. 

 

University Application (UCAS) 

Throughout the Sixth Form, you will receive help and information on applying to higher education and pursuing a 

career, the more proactive you are about this throughout the year, the better!  We encourage you to maintain an up to 

date list of competencies, which will then be utilised to develop your UCAS personal statement. Both University 

admissions officers, apprenticeship supervisors and prospective employers will expect to see evidence of all relevant 

work experience, extended reading logs, leadership experience, academic/sporting/performing arts achievements and 

other such documentation when considering an application. 

 

You will be given advice and guidance on the different post-18 pathway destinations available to you.  We will visit the 

UCAS convention in June of Year 12 and you are invited the High-Level Apprenticeship event held in school in the 

autumn term.  In addition, university Open Days are extremely valuable in gaining all of the relevant information and 

the school will actively promote and encourage students to attend these events.  We ask that where possible you 

attend at the weekend, but allow three school days for this if permission is granted in advance. 

 

Unifrog 

The school provides all students with access to the Unifrog platform.  This is an excellent resource to research careers, 

apprenticeships and universities. The platform also has a wealth of information to support wider reading, careers skills 

and wellbeing.  All documentation is stored in the student’s ‘locker’ making it easily accessible when writing the UCAS 

personal statement or job applications. 

 

The University Tariff  

It is important that you understand the points score process used by university admissions tutors. Not all universities 

use the tariff, but it is useful to know how the point score equates to grades, and exactly what grades are needed to 

secure a place at your university of choice.  The information below provides an excellent starting point.   

 

A Levels BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma 

(QFC) 

Extended Project Qualification 

(EPQ) 

Grade Awarded A-Level Tariff 

Points 

Grade Awarded Points Grade Awarded Points 

A* 56 D*D*D* 168 A* 28 

A 48 D*D*D 160 A 24 

B 40 D*DD 152 B 20 

C 32 DDD 144 C 16 

D 24 DDM 128 D 12 

E 16 DMM 112 E 8 

  MMM 96   

  MMP 80   

  MPP 64   

  PPP 48   

 

Employability and Work Experience week 

You will undertake a week long work experience placement in July of Year 12. This placement is aimed at ensuring 

you have gained valuable experience in an area that supports your University, High Level Apprenticeships or 
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employment application.  Where possible we encourage you to source your own placement as our experience has 

shown that the placement is more purposeful. 

 

You will have the opportunity to participate in the employability day run by our partners Deloitte LLP and have regular 

mentoring from one of their mentors.  In addition, we run a number of events to support future choices such as the SJL 

careers event and activities run in partnership with our Enterprise Education Partners EV Cargo Logistics and the 

University of Hertfordshire. 

 

 

Year 12 Examinations 
 

All A-Level subjects will have internal examinations in January and June 2022. In order to progress into Year 13, we 

expect students to have gained a minimum of a grade D in the June exam in each subject. 

 

Students taking Level 3 qualifications will have one or two external exams in May/June which they must pass to 

continue with the course. 

 

 

The Prefect Team 
 

Students will have the opportunity to apply for these prestigious positions towards the end of Year 12, in preparation 

for fulfilling these roles in Year 13. Alongside the Head Boy, Head Girl and their deputies, Samuel Ryder Academy 

seeks to appoint a larger group of Prefects. Each Prefect has a separate area of responsibility, such as a House 

Captain or a specific Year Group Lead.  The students are strongly encouraged to gain the various levels of leadership 

award by participating in a range of activities. 

 

 

Communication 
 

EDULINK ONE COMMUNICATION WITH PARENTS  

Samuel Ryder Academy uses a portal called EduLink One which provides a convenient and accessible solution for 

the school to communicate with parents on all aspects of school life and also allows parents to access all information 

about their child in one place.   

 
Please refer to the FAQs below for further information on the benefits of EduLink One and the process for receiving a 

log-in. 

 

What Can EduLink One Do? 

Some of the EduLink One features which parents may find useful are listed below: 

 

• Absence Reporting - Parents can easily report their child absent from school due to illness. They will also be 

notified via email if your child is absent from school. 

• Account Info - This screen will allow parents to see general information that we hold about their child.  

• Achievement - Will show parents any achievements awarded to their child.  
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• Attendance - Parents will be able to view statutory attendance statistics for their child. 

• Behaviour - This will give parents access to the behaviour records for their child. 

• Calendar - This will be populated with upcoming events, parents’ evening dates and school holidays. If a dot 

is showing under a date, it means there are one or more events happening that day. Click the date to find out 

more information. 

• Catering – This screen links to ParentPay accounts, it will let parents know what their child has chosen to eat 

and the balance on their account.   

• Contacts - This screen will show parents the contact information we hold on file for them. 

• Documents – In this section parents can find the annual school report for their child.  

• Exams - This will give parents information about any exams their child may be taking. An exam timetable as 

well as exam entries are displayed. 

• Forms – On occasion we will ask parents to complete reply slips through EduLink One, these are found in the 

forms section.  

• Home learning - The homework screen allows parents to see all of the home learning that has been set for 

their child. The screen also allows parents to swipe through to see home learning that has been completed. 

• Messaging - We now communicate with parents via email and push notifications to the app. Parents will 

receive instant paperless communications into the EduLink One communicator tool as well as to their email 

inbox. Parents can also use EduLink One to contact their child’s teachers. 

• Timetable - This gives parents a view of their child’s current timetable and will be kept up to date with any 

changes of teachers, groups or rooms as they happen.  

• Update Information – Parents can access and edit their contact details and their child’s information and 

consents, keeping the school up to date with any changes. (Note: This data can be accessed by any parent 

with Parental Responsibility and an EduLink One log-in). 

 

Edulink FAQs  

 

How do I get a log-in for EduLink One? 

Parents and students will receive their username via email from Samuel Ryder Academy when their child starts the 

school.  If you do not receive an email (please ensure your email address is up-to-date with the Academy office) or 

would like to access EduLink One, please contact us at technicalassistance@samuelryderacademy.co.uk. 

 

Is EduLink One secure? 

All data within the EduLink One software is encrypted and secured using the most up-to-date TLS 1.2 secure encryption 

technology. 

 

How can I access EduLink One? 

EduLink One is a school information platform that can be accessed on any device – PC, laptop, tablet or mobile device 

– via the web browser or via the EduLink One App. 

 

Once you have received your log in details, you can access the system by entering the school ID which is 'sra' as well 

as your username and password.  

 

Links to EduLink One can be found as follows: 

Website: www.edulinkone.com 

Mobile Apps: EduLink One is available from Google Play, Amazon App Store and the Apple App Store.  

 

 

OTHER COMMUNICATION METHODS 

• School Connect App – here you will find our announcements, calendar, news, gallery, policies and our 

school newsletters.  To access the platform you will need to search on the App store for School Connect – 

mailto:technicalassistance@samuelryderacademy.co.uk
http://www.edulinkone.com/
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Cleverbox and download the App.  Once the App has been downloaded you will need to search for Samuel 

Ryder Academy and follow the on screen guide to set up notifications for your required year group. 

• School website – here you can find our latest news and practical information for parents: 

www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk. 

• School newsletter – additionally, you can receive regular newsletters via email, which you sign up for via 

the school website. 

• Facebook/Twitter – visit our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/SamuelRyderAcademy/ and Twitter 

accounts: @SRA_StAlbans for coverage on our latest events and marvellous work.  

  

http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/SamuelRyderAcademy/
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

What do I do if...  

 

I am struggling to cope with my studies or meeting deadlines... 

Speak to your subject teacher who will be able to provide additional support and guidance.  Alternatively discuss your 

worries first with your form tutor and for more serious matters Mrs Potter, both will be able to offer advice and will help 

you to work with your subject teacher to resolve your problems.  

  

I am having a tough time and it is affecting me and my work... 

Your first port of call should be your tutor, speak to them as soon as you can.  They will be able to assist you and 

provide the appropriate support and advice that you need.  

   

I’m in Year 12 and I would like to change or drop a subject...   

Arrange a meeting with Mrs Potter as soon as possible to discuss the options that are available to you and the 

implications of your course changes. After the 20th September 2020, it will be extremely unusual for you to change 

courses due to the amount of work that will already have been completed by this stage. If the decision was made that 

you are going to discontinue a subject, all involved parties (student, subject teacher, parents, Head of Sixth Form) 

would need to agree that this was the most appropriate course of action for you.   

  

I am struggling with the demands of a piece of work...    

Speak to the subject teacher as soon as possible and ask for additional guidance. Teachers will be happy to help you 

and may suggest a short session with them, or some additional reading/materials that could help you.  Please do this 

before the homework deadline as it will cause you less worry. 

  

I need some careers advice or guidance...  

Speak to your tutor and make an appointment to meet with them and discuss it. You can also speak to Mrs Rabinowitz 

the school careers advisor or Mrs Potter. All will be able to guide you or provide you with the most appropriate contacts.   

 

I want to leave Sixth Form... 

You will need to make an immediate appointment with Mrs Potter. If you do leave you will receive support and guidance 

from your tutor, Mrs Potter or Mrs Rabinowitz who will be able to assist you in your transition to an alternative post-16 

provider, suitable apprenticeship or employment. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

20 

Sixth Form Home School Agreement 
 

 As a student I will............. As a school we will.............. As a parent / Carer I will...... 

Learning and Progress • Be an active learner in all lessons 

• Make good use of independent learning sessions 

• Aim to achieve my target grades by acting on feedback given 
in lessons 

• Attend parent teacher and information evenings  
 

• Deliver a broad and balanced curriculum 

• Provide appropriate guidance for all students about the 
options available 

• Set aspirational targets for students 

• Provide opportunities for each student to achieve full 
academic potential by regularly setting and marking of 
appropriate tasks, offering developmental feedback 

• Track the progress of students and put strategies in place to 
help those in danger of underachieving 

• Support my son/daughter’s learning 

• Attend parent teacher and information evenings  

 

Homework • Accurately record all homework  

• Complete all homework tasks 

• Speak with a teacher in advance if an extension or additional 
support is required 

• Meet all deadlines for submitting work (especially those 
relating to coursework) 

• Ensure home learning is set regularly 

• Assess home learning according to the school’s assessment 
policy 

• Provide a suitable environment at home to support my child’s 
work 

• Give encouragement and appropriate support  

Attendance and 
Punctuality 

• Arrive at school and lessons on time 

• Aim for 100% attendance 

• Take part in the enrichment activities on offer: EPQ, CSLA, 
YE, Sport and extra-curricular clubs, attend engaging minds 
lectures 

• Remain on site for morning study sessions 

• Monitor and encourage good attendance 

• Follow up on issues with attendance and punctuality with 
parents and student 

• Ensure their child attends school regularly and punctually 

• Notify the school when this is not possible 

• Request leave of absence in only the most exceptional of 
circumstances 

Respect 
 
Responsibility 
 
Relationships 

• Respect all members of the school 

• Respect the school buildings, property and surroundings 

• Take responsibility for my own learning and behaviour 

• Be hardworking in all aspects of school life 

• Support other students 

• Be a good role model to those in the lower school 

• Uphold and promote the values of integrity, compassion and 
tolerance 

• Define our expectations with regard to behaviour and 
discipline 

• Uphold and promote values of self-discipline and diligence  

• Provide a safe and positive learning environment 

• Provide guidance and support through the pastoral care 
system 

• Ensure my child respects others and acts as a role model to 
others 

• Encourage my child to uphold the values of integrity, 
compassion and tolerance 

• Encourage my child to behave responsibly and correctly. To 
ensure they follow the school rules 

• Encourage my child to behave responsibly and as a role 
model to others 

Uniform and Equipment • Wear the correct 6th form dress  

• Arrive at lessons with folders and correct equipment 

• Make dress code and equipment requirements clear • Ensure that my child leaves home each day appropriately 
dressed, equipped and prepared for the school day 

Communication and 
Consultation 

• Take responsibility for reading the notice boards in the Sixth 
Form Centre regularly 

• Talk to parents/carers about school life 

• Talk to tutor/parent/carer if they encounter problems 

• Deliver all letters quickly 

• Provide clear information to parents 

• Contact parents/carers at the earliest appropriate moment 
should concerns or problems arise 

• Deal with parental concerns promptly 

• Attend PTCs and other parents’ meetings 

• Read and respond to any communications regarding their 
child 

• Monitor the use of e-portal and BSV website to keep up-to-
date with information 

• Draw matters of concern to the attention of the school at the 
earliest possible moment 

I have read and understood the expectations as listed above: 
 
Student……………………………………………..………………    Parent/Carer…………………………………………………………  Tutor……………………………………………………………
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Summer work 
 

The following pages contain the summer work for each subject.  You are required to complete the work for each of 

your chosen a level subjects and hand this in to your teacher during your first lesson in that subject.  The purpose of 

the work is to help you to prepare for studying at this level, it is therefore important that you complete the work to the 

best of your ability. 

 

 

Art, Craft and Design A-Level Unit 1 Summer Task 
 

 
You will need to purchase a good quality A4 art sketchbook in order to complete this summer task, or see Mrs Wilkinson 
for a paperback sketchbook. Unit 1 is worth 60% of your overall A Level, much like unit 1 is for GCSE, and you will 
decide the theme for this work.  
 
Your summer homework task is to decide on your chosen theme, to create a striking title page and to research/present 
information for at least two artists/photographers connected to your idea. Ink up your backgrounds and collage into 
them for interesting surfaces, and be as creative as you can with your title page, showing your best skills. Your research 
pages can be single or double page, and ensure that you include a title, written research, pictures and your own artwork 
examples. Be as creative as possible and have fun. 
 
Extension task: Start to create high quality observational drawings in your sketchbook, connected to your theme, 
showing your best skills and lots of fine detail. 
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Biology A-Level Summer Task 
 

A-Level Biologists!   

 

You may already have been working through the CGP Head Start to Biology, this will help provide you with a sound 

foundation so we can hit the ground running in September.  If you have not yet done this work we would like you to 

complete the following: 

• Section 1 – Biological Molecules 

• Section 2 – Cell Structure as a minimum before September 

 

 

Summer Work 

 

In addition to this work there are three tasks below which will hopefully further your enthusiasm for Biology: 

 

Task 1 – Structure of a Cell 

1. Make a glossary of cell structures with all their meanings and put into a file. You must include the following terms: 

Eukaryotic, Prokaryotic, Endoplasmic reticulum (rough and smooth), Golgi apparatus, Mitochondria, Ribosomes, 

Lysosomes, Chloroplasts, Plasma (cell surface) membrane, Centrioles, Cilia, Nucleus, Nuclear envelope, 

Nucleolus, Chromatin, Vacuole, Tonoplast, Plasmodesmata. 

2. Make a model cell.  This can be any specialised eukaryotic cell and made from any medium – make sure you do 

it to A level detail, including the organelles above and a key. 

 

Task 2 – Tissues and organs of an organism 

Dissect an organism or an organ and take photos that will go into a report.  In your report the tissues within the 

organism/organ should be labelled and structure related to function.  Ideas: chicken wing, fish head, flower 

 

 

Task 3 – Research  

Research one piece of equipment that has furthered our understanding of the living world.  Write an article about who 

invented it, what the impact has been and whether it will become obsolete or could be developed further in the future. 
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Business Studies A-Level Summer Task 
 

 

Task 1 

Research and make notes about branding: What is it? Who does it? Why? And examples of your 3 favourite top brands. 

Be prepared to justify why you chosen these products or businesses. 

 

Task 2 

Key terms definitions, what do the following key terms mean: 

a. A business 

b. Customers  

c. Consumers  

d. Goods  

e. Services  

f. A market  

g. Mass marketing 

h. A niche market  

i. Revenue  

j. Profit  

k. Costs  

 

Task 3 

Make a list some of the resources you need if you wanted to start up your own pizza delivery firm. Try to cost them. 

How much money do you need to raise to start up the business? 

 

Task 4 

Watch the following videos and make notes on the topics: 

• Economies of Scale - (This will be emailed to you) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2E1pAqZ8qCg  (www.tutor2u.net) 

• Calculating profit and loss/balance sheets and Contribution  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Jg3w4wDlS0 (www.tutor2u.net) 

• Inflation and business 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Za_5XFgTpg (www.tutor2u.net) 

• Websites: 

https://www.tutor2u.net/ 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zw26n39 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2E1pAqZ8qCg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Jg3w4wDlS0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Za_5XFgTpg
https://www.tutor2u.net/
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zw26n39
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Business Studies BTEC Summer Task 
 

 

Assignment: 

When a business is seeking to make an important decision such as launching a new product or opening a new store, 

they will conduct market research. 

 

Your task is to research into primary and secondary market research to consider what the various methods are and 

why a business might use them.  This will help you with your first piece of coursework in September. 

 

Task 1:  

Research and define the term ‘primary’ and ‘secondary’ research.  Within your research, identify at least two 

advantages and two disadvantages of both primary and secondary data.  

 

Task 2:  

Research the following key words as these are methods of market research.  You should create a three-column table 

with the key word, definition and identify if these methods fit into primary or secondary research. 

 

Observation, Website Monitoring, E-Transactions, Questionnaire, Government Information, Focus Groups, Trade 

Journals, Interviews, Books, Newspapers. 

 

Key word Definition Primary or Secondary 

   

 

Task 3: 

Earlier we stated that a business would use market research to make key decisions.  You should identify 8 different 

business decisions a business might make using market research.  To help, you can base your answers around the 

marketing mix that consists of the 4 P’s: 

 

Products Sold 

•  

•   

Prices Charged 

•  

•   

Place the Business is Located 

•  

•   

Promotion Methods Used 

•  

•   

Useful links: 

https://www.tutor2u.net/business 

 

 

  

https://www.tutor2u.net/business
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Chemistry A-Level Summer Task 
 

Introduction 

 

This booklet is designed to give you an insight into what is expected through the A-Level chemistry course. It will give 

you examples of books to read, videos to watch, some preparation work and finally some questions to answer. 

 

This transition work will be discussed on your first lesson and we also expect you to and in your answers to the 

questions at the end of this document.  

 

Edexcel A-Level Chemistry course 

 

As part of the course you will have 6 50 minute lessons each week. These lessons will cover the theory and core 

practicals. We do expect you to spend at least 5 hours a week on your chemistry work outside of lessons. This will 

include independent study, pre-reading, homework and making additional notes on lessons and reading around the 

subject. 

 

Chemistry is a challenging A-Level and you are required to be independent in your studies and solve problems that 

you may find difficult. You may have to ask for help from your teachers. 

 

A full copy of the specification is found on the link below: 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/chemistry-2015.html 

 

Useful websites: 

www.amazing-grades.com 

www.creative-chemistry.co.uk 

www.chemguide.co.uk 

www.s-cool.co.uk 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/cgsebitesize/chemistry 

www.rsc.co.uk 

https://phet.colorado.edu 

https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com 

 

 

Key Areas of Study in Year 12 

 

Topic 1 Atomic structure and the periodic table 

Topic 2 Chemical bonding and structure 

Topic 3 Redox reactions 

Topic 4 Inorganic chemistry and the periodic table 

Topic 5 Formulae, equations and amounts of substance 

Topic 6 Organic chemistry 

Topic 7 Modern analytical techniques 

Topic 8 Chemical energetics 

Topic 9 Reaction kinetics 

Topic 10 Chemical equilibrium 

 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/chemistry-2015.html
http://www.amazing-grades.com/
http://www.creative-chemistry.co.uk/
http://www.chemguide.co.uk/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/cgsebitesize/chemistry
http://www.rsc.co.uk/
https://phet.colorado.edu/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
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Key Areas of Study in Year 13 

 

Topic 11 Further equilibrium 

Topic 12 Acid-base equilibria 

Topic 13 Further energetics 

Topic 14 Further redox 

Topic 15 Transition metals 

Topic 16 Further kinetics 

Topic 17 Organic chemistry II 

Topic 18 Organic chemistry III 

Topic 19 Organic analysis 

 

As you will see many of these topics will be familiar to you.  

 

Please read through the Head Start to A-Level Chemistry book and answer the questions at the bottom of the page 

to clarify your understanding. 

 

Maths plays an important part of A-Level chemistry so it is important you understand decimal places, significant figures 

and standard form. Please purchase the Maths Skills for A-Level Chemistry 2nd Edition book and refamiliarise 

yourself with Chapter 1 Formulae, equations and moles. 

 

Book Recommendations 

 

Periodic Tales: The Curious Lives of the Elements (Paperback) Hugh Aldersey-Williams  

This book covers the chemical elements, where they come from and how they are used. There are loads of fascinating 

insights into uses for chemicals you would have never even thought about.  

 

The Science of Everyday Life: Why Teapots Dribble, Toast Burns and Light Bulbs Shine (Hardback) Marty 

Jopson  

The title says it all really, lots of interesting stuff about the things around you home!  

 

Bad Science (Paperback) Ben Goldacre 

Here Ben Goldacre takes apart anyone who published bad / misleading or dodgy science – this book will make you 

think about everything the advertising industry tries to sell you by making it sound ‘sciency’.  

 

Calculations in AS/A-Level Chemistry (Paperback) Jim Clark  

If you struggle with the calculations side of chemistry, this is the book for you. Covers all the possible calculations you 

are ever likely to come across. Brought to you by the same guy who wrote the excellent chemguide.co.uk website.  

 

Salters' Advanced Chemistry: Chemical Storylines  

Do not feel you need to buy the latest edition (unless you are doing Salters chemistry!) You can pick up an old edition 

for a few pounds on ebay, gives you a real insight into how chemistry is used to solve everyday problems from global 

pollution through feeding to world to making new medicines to treat disease.  
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Summer Work 

 

1. The summer task involves the reading and completing the questions in the section following.  You must hand in 

your work in your first chemistry lesson in September.  

 

2. Head Start to A-Level Chemistry - CGP book available from Amazon. If you would like to purchase this book 

please have a read through it. This will prepare you well for September. The book will help bridge the gap between 

GCSE and A-Level. You complete the questions at the bottom of each page. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-level-Chemistry-Level-

ebook/dp/B00VE2NIGG/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=head+start+to+chemistry+a+level&qid=1585564420&s

r=8-3 

 

3. Maths skills are vital for A-Level Chemistry. There is an excellent book called Maths Skills for A-Level Chemistry 

(2nd Edition) by Oxford university press. This would also be a good idea to buy, it can be found on Amazon. You 

could then spend some time refamiliarising yourself with moles, gas volumes and titration calculations. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Maths-Skills-Chemistry-Second-

Mcgowanpoole/dp/0198428979/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=maths+skills+for+chemistry+a+level&qid=1585

564297&sr=8-4 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-level-Chemistry-Level-ebook/dp/B00VE2NIGG/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=head+start+to+chemistry+a+level&qid=1585564420&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-level-Chemistry-Level-ebook/dp/B00VE2NIGG/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=head+start+to+chemistry+a+level&qid=1585564420&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-level-Chemistry-Level-ebook/dp/B00VE2NIGG/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=head+start+to+chemistry+a+level&qid=1585564420&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Maths-Skills-Chemistry-Second-Mcgowanpoole/dp/0198428979/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=maths+skills+for+chemistry+a+level&qid=1585564297&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Maths-Skills-Chemistry-Second-Mcgowanpoole/dp/0198428979/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=maths+skills+for+chemistry+a+level&qid=1585564297&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Maths-Skills-Chemistry-Second-Mcgowanpoole/dp/0198428979/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=maths+skills+for+chemistry+a+level&qid=1585564297&sr=8-4
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A-LEVEL CHEMISTRY SUMMER WORK TO BE COMPLETED – DUE IN FIRST LESSON IN SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

CHEMISTRY TOPIC 1 – ELECTRONIC STRUCTURE, HOW ELECTRONS ARE ARRANGED AROUND THE 

NUCLEUS  

 

A periodic table can give you the proton / atomic number of an element, this also tells you how many electrons are in 

the atom.  

 

You will have used the rule of electrons shell filling, where:  

 

The first shell holds up to 2 electrons, the second up to 8, the third up to 8 and the fourth up to 18 (or you may have 

been told 8).  

 

 
 

You can read about orbitals here: https://www.chemguide.co.uk/atoms/properties/atomorbs.html#top 

 

Now that you are familiar with s, p and d orbitals try these problems, write your answer in the format:  

 

1s2, 2s2, 2p6 etc. 

 

Q1.1 Write out the electron configuration of: 

 

a) Ca  b) Al  c) S  d) Cl  e) Ar  

 

Q1.2 Extension question, can you write out the electron arrangement of the following ions:  

 

a) K+  b) O2-  

 

 

 

  

https://www.chemguide.co.uk/atoms/properties/atomorbs.html#top
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CHEMISTRY TOPIC 2 – OXIDATION AND REDUCTION  

 

At GCSE you know that oxidation is adding oxygen to an atom or molecule and that reduction is removing oxygen, or 

that oxidation is removing hydrogen and reduction is adding hydrogen. You may have also learned that oxidation is 

removing electrons and reduction is adding electrons.  

 

At A-Level we use the idea of oxidation number a lot! 

 

You know that the metals in group 1 react to form ions that are +1, i.e. Na+ and that group 7, the halogens, form -1 

ions, i.e. Br -.  

 

We say that sodium, when it has reacted has an oxidation number of +1 and that bromide has an oxidation number of 

-1.  

 

All atoms that are involved in a reaction can be given an oxidation number.  

 

An element, Na or O2 is always given an oxidation state of zero (0), any element that has reacted has an oxidation 

state of + or -.  

 

As removing electrons is reduction, if, in a reaction the element becomes more negative it has been reduced, if it 

becomes more positive it has been oxidised.  

 

 
 

You can read about the rules for assigning oxidation numbers here:  

https://www.dummies.com/education/science/chemistry/rules-for-assigning-oxidation-numbers-to-elements/ 

 

Elements that you expect to have a specific oxidation state actually have different states, so for example you would 

expect chlorine to be -1, it can have many oxidation states: NaClO, in this compound it has an oxidation state of +1  

 

There are 5 simple rules to remember: 

1. Metals have a + oxidation state when they react. 

2. Fluorine is always -1. 

3. Oxygen is ‘king’ it always has an oxidation state of -2 (except in peroxides where it is -1, and OF2 (+2)) 

4. Hydrogen has an oxidation state of +1 (except metal hydrides) 

5. The charges in a molecule must cancel. 

 

 

https://www.dummies.com/education/science/chemistry/rules-for-assigning-oxidation-numbers-to-elements/
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Chemistry Topic 3 – Isotopes and Mass  

 

You will remember that an isotopes are elements that have differing numbers of neutrons. Hydrogen has 3 isotopes: 

𝐻1 𝐻2 𝐻3  

 

Isotopes occur naturally, so in a sample of an element you will have a mixture of these isotopes. We can accurately 

measure the amount of an isotope using a mass spectrometer. You will need to understand what a mass spectrometer 

is and how it works at A-Level.  

 

You can read about a mass spectrometer here: https://www.chemguide.co.uk/analysis/masspec/howitworks.html 

 

 
 

Q3.3 Use the percentages of each isotope to calculate the accurate atomic mass of the following elements.  

a)  Antimony has 2 isotopes: Sb-121 57.25% and Sb-123 42.75%  

b)  Thallium has 2 isotopes: Tl-203 29.5% and Tl-205 70.5%  

c)  Strontium has 4 isotopes: Sr-84 0.56%, Sr-86 9.86%, Sr-87 7.02% and Sr-88 82.56%   

https://www.chemguide.co.uk/analysis/masspec/howitworks.html
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CHEMISTRY TOPIC 4 – THE SHAPES OF MOLECULES AND BONDING 

 

Have you ever wondered why your teacher drew a water molecule like this?  

 
 

The lines represent a covalent bond, but why draw them at an unusual angle?  

 

If you are unsure about covalent bonding, read about it here: 

https://www.chemguide.co.uk/atoms/bonding/covalent.html#top 

 

At A-Level you are also expected to know how molecules have certain shapes and why they are the shape they are.  

 

You can read about shapes of molecules here:  

https://www.chemguide.co.uk/atoms/bonding/shapes.html#top 

 

Q4.1 Draw a dot and cross diagram to show the bonding in a molecule of aluminium chloride (AlCl3)  

 

Q4.2  Draw a dot and cross diagram to show the bonding in a molecule of ammonia (NH3) 

 

Q4.3  What is the shape and the bond angles in a molecule of methane (CH4)?  

 

 

CHEMISTRY TOPIC 5 – CHEMICAL EQUATIONS  

 

Balancing chemical equations is the stepping stone to using equations to calculate masses in chemistry. There are 

loads of websites that give ways of balancing equations and lots of exercises in balancing.  

 

Some of the equations to balance may involve strange chemical, don’t worry about that, the key idea is to get balancing 

right.  

 

https://phet.colorado.edu/en/simulation/balancing-chemical-equations 

 

 

https://www.chemguide.co.uk/atoms/bonding/covalent.html#top
https://www.chemguide.co.uk/atoms/bonding/shapes.html#top
https://phet.colorado.edu/en/simulation/balancing-chemical-equations
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CHEMISTRY TOPIC 6 – MEASURING CHEMICALS – THE MOLE  

 

From this point on you need to be using an A-Level periodic table, not a GCSE one you can view one here: (page 99 

of the specification below) 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Chemistry/2015/Specification%20and%20sample%20

assessments/A_level_Chemistry_2015_Specification.pdf 

 

Now that we have our chemical equations balanced, we need to be able to use them in order to work out masses of 

chemicals we need or we can produce.  

 

The mole is the chemists equivalent of a dozen, atoms are so small that we cannot count them out individually, we 

weigh out chemicals.  

 

For example: magnesium + sulfur→magnesium sulfide  

 

Mg +S→MgS  

 

We can see that one atom of magnesium will react with one atom of sulfur, if we had to weigh out the atoms we need 

to know how heavy each atom is.  

 

From the periodic table: Mg = 24.3 and S = 32.1  

 

If I weigh out exactly 24.3g of magnesium this will be 1 mole of magnesium, if we counted how many atoms were 

present in this mass it would be a huge number (6.02 x 1023!!!!), if I weigh out 32.1g of sulfur then I would have 1 mole 

of sulfur atoms.  

 

So 24.3g of Mg will react precisely with 32.1g of sulfur, and will make 56.4g of magnesium sulfide.  

 

Here is a comprehensive page on measuring moles, there are a number of descriptions, videos and practice problems.  

 

You will find the first 6 tutorials of most use here, and problem sets 1 to 3.  

https://www.chemteam.info/Mole/Mole.html 

 

Q6.1 Answer the following questions on moles.  

a) How many moles of phosphorus pentoxide (P4O10) are in 85.2g?  

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Chemistry/2015/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/A_level_Chemistry_2015_Specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Chemistry/2015/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/A_level_Chemistry_2015_Specification.pdf
https://www.chemteam.info/Mole/Mole.html
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b) How many moles of potassium in 73.56g of potassium chlorate (V) (KClO3)?  

 

c) How many moles of water are in 249.6g of hydrated copper sulfate(VI) (CuSO4.5H2O)? For this one, you need 

to be aware the dot followed by 5H2O means that the molecule comes with 5 water molecules so these have 

to be counted in as part of the molecules mass.  

 

d) What is the mass of 0.125 moles of tin sulfate (SnSO4)?  

 

e) If I have 2.4g of magnesium, how many g of oxygen(O2) will I need to react completely with the magnesium? 

2Mg +O2 → MgO  

 

 

CHEMISTRY TOPIC 7 – SOLUTIONS AND CONCENTRATIONS  

 

In chemistry a lot of the reactions we carry out involve mixing solutions rather than solids, gases or liquids.  

 

You will have used bottles of acids in science that have labels saying ‘Hydrochloric acid 1M’, this is a solution of 

hydrochloric acid where 1 mole of HCl, hydrogen chloride (a gas) has been dissolved in 1dm3 of water. 

  

The dm3 is a cubic decimetre, it is actually 1 litre, but from this point on as an A level chemist you will use the dm3 as 

your volume measurement.  

 

http://www.docbrown.info/page04/4_73calcs11msc.htm 

 

Q7.1  

a) What is the concentration (in mol dm-3) of 9.53g of magnesium chloride (MgCl2) dissolved in 100cm3 of 

water?  

 

b) What is the concentration (in mol dm-3) of 13.248g of lead nitrate (Pb(NO3)2) dissolved in 2dm3 of water?  

 

c) If I add 100cm3 of 1.00 mol dm3 HCl to 1.9dm3 of water, what is the molarity of the new solution?  

 

d) What mass of silver is present in 100cm3 of 1moldm-3 silver nitrate (AgNO3)?  

 

e) The Dead Sea, between Jordan and Israel, contains 0.0526 moldm-3 of Bromide ions (Br -), what mass of 

bromine is in 1dm3 of Dead Sea water?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.docbrown.info/page04/4_73calcs11msc.htm
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CHEMISTRY TOPIC 8 – TITRATIONS  

 

One key skill in A-Level chemistry is the ability to carry out accurate titrations, you may well have carried out a titration 

at GCSE, at A-Level you will have to carry them out very precisely and be able to describe in detail how to carry out a 

titration - there will be questions on the exam paper about how to carry out practical procedures.  

 

You can read about how to carry out a titration here and understand how to work out the concentration of the 

unknown: https://chemrevise.files.wordpress.com/2016/08/1-25-titrations.pdf 

 

Remember for any titration calculation you need to have a balanced symbol equation; this will tell you the ratio in which 

the chemicals react.  

 

E.g. a titration of an unknown sample of sulfuric acid with sodium hydroxide.  

 

A 25.00cm3 sample of the unknown sulfuric acid was titrated with 0.100moldm-3 sodium hydroxide and required 

exactly 27.40cm3 for neutralisation. What is the concentration of the sulfuric acid?  

Step 1: the equation 2NaOH + H2SO4 → Na2SO4 + 2H2O  

 

Step 2; the ratios 2 : 1  

 

Step 3: how many moles of sodium hydroxide 27.40cm3 = 0.0274dm3  

number of moles = c x v = 0.100 x 0.0274 = 0.00274 moles  

 

Step 4: Using the ratio, how many moles of sulfuric acid  

for every 2 NaOH there are 1 H2SO4 so, we must have 0.00274/2 =0.00137 moles of H2SO4  

 

Step 5: Calculate concentration. concentration = moles/volumein dm3 = 0.00137/0.025 = 0.0548 moldm-3  

Here are some additional problems, which are harder, ignore the questions about colour changes of indicators.  

http://www.docbrown.info/page06/Mtestsnotes/ExtraVolCalcs1.htm 

 

 

Use the steps above to help you  

 

Q8.1 A solution of barium nitrate will react with a solution of sodium sulfate to produce a precipitate of barium sulfate.  

 

Ba(NO3)2(aq) + Na2SO4(aq)→BaSO4(s) + 2NaNO3(aq) 

 

What volume of 0.25moldm-3sodium sulfate solution would be needed to precipitate all of the barium from 12.5cm3 

of 0.15 moldm-3 barium nitrate?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://chemrevise.files.wordpress.com/2016/08/1-25-titrations.pdf
http://www.docbrown.info/page06/Mtestsnotes/ExtraVolCalcs1.htm
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CHEMISTRY TOPIC 9 – ORGANIC CHEMISTRY – FUNCTIONAL GROUPS  

 

At GCSE you would have come across hydrocarbons such as alkanes (ethane etc) and alkenes (ethene etc). You 

may have come across molecules such as alcohols and carboxylic acids. At A-Level you will learn about a wide range 

of molecules that have had atoms added to the carbon chain. These are called functional groups, they give the molecule 

certain physical and chemical properties that can make them incredibly useful to us.  

 

Here you are going to meet a selection of the functional groups, learn a little about their properties and how we give 

them logical names.  

 

You will find a menu for organic compounds here:  

https://www.chemguide.co.uk/orgpropsmenu.html#top 

 

And how to name organic compounds here:  

https://www.chemguide.co.uk/basicorg/conventions/names.html#top 

 

Using the two links see if you can answer the following questions:  

 

Q9.1 Halogenoalkanes 

 

What is the name of this halogenoalkane? 

 
Q9.2 Alcohols  

 

How does ethanol react with sodium, in what ways is this  

 

a) similar to the reaction with water,  

b) different to the reaction with water?  

 

  

https://www.chemguide.co.uk/orgpropsmenu.html#top
https://www.chemguide.co.uk/basicorg/conventions/names.html#top
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Dance A-Level Summer Task 
 

 

Preparation for Dance A-Level 

 

Dance Classes 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=rambert+home+studio 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-VK2hNMfetE&t=585s 

 

Above are two links to YouTube – the first one will take you to the Rambert Home Studio where you can select from a 

range of classes. The GCSE ones are good but if you fancy a challenge have a look at the adult classes. Also the body 

conditioning classes might be something that you could do to complement the dance technique classes. 

 

The second link is to Italia Conti Virtual and this is a full contemporary class, but there is a range of different classes 

you can access through Italia Conti Virtual on YouTube. 

 

Try to do one or two classes a week if you can. 

 

Subject Specific Vocabulary 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/dance/AQA-7236-7237-SSV.PDF 

This is a link to the Subject Specific Vocabulary that you are required to know for A-Level, it would be a good idea to 

learn them before you start the course. 

 

Choreographic Skills 

Familiarise yourself with this document  

https://www.onedanceuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Motif-and-development-for-NDTA.pdf 

 

Research on Christopher Bruce 

Research the choreographer and dancer Christopher Bruce – everything and anything will be fine. Watch some of his 

works on YouTube, such as Swansong, Ghost Dances, Hush, Dream, etc. read some reviews of his works (you can 

Google these), watch some interviews with him, find out about his childhood, etc. This can be presented in the form of 

a Fact File, a Mind Map or a Power Point presentation. 

 

 

Rooster choreographed by Christopher Bruce: Set A-Level Work  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0bTW8tPL6qY&list=PLIAYJZugy0MXMGAtgNtGHBi13THvQ_kgu 

This is a link to Rooster choreographed by Christopher Bruce which is the Set Work for A-Level. 

Watch the work through a few times (there are 8 sections) and then have a look at this resource pack to help you 

understand/appreciate the work. 

https://www.rambert.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Rooster-Resource-Pack-1.pdf 

 

 

Research these other key choreographers and create a Fact File on each: 

Matthew Bourne 

Akram Khan 

Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui 

Richard Alson 

Robert North  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=rambert+home+studio
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-VK2hNMfetE&t=585s
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/dance/AQA-7236-7237-SSV.PDF
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0bTW8tPL6qY&list=PLIAYJZugy0MXMGAtgNtGHBi13THvQ_kgu
https://www.rambert.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Rooster-Resource-Pack-1.pdf
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Design & Technology A-Level Summer Task 
 

 

Starting A-Level D&T in September? 

If you are, then these are activities that you should ser iously consider 

completing over the summer to prepare yourself for the step up to A-Level 

from GCSE. 

 
Exam Board Information 

You will be covering the WJEC board and this information will be given to you as a digital resource guide in 

September as an iBook on your iPad so that you always have a copy.  Along with this copy will be digital copies 

of the theory that will need to be covered, these also will be in iBooks on your iPad in September.   

 

To familiarise yourself with the course before September go to: https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/h40jkb2v/wjec-

gce-design-technology-spec-from-2017-eng.pdf.  Read through pages 31-34 and here you will see what is 

required of you for the course.  

 

Any questions before then you can email me at m.roe@samuelryderacademy.co.uk.  

 
Learning and Revision   

Purchase of these books is advised, help can be provided if needed.  

 

 

AQA AS/A-Level Design and Technology  

This is the full A-Level textbook.  It is not essential as we have textbooks in schoo l. However, it 

provides in depth coverage of the course. https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-AS-Level-Design-

Technology/dp/1510414088/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2YQHELNJ1Z7CC&dchild=1&keywords=design+

and+technology+a+level&qid=15861  

 

 

My Revision Notes: AQA A Level Design and Technology 

Revision Guide.  This is cheaper than the full textbook but is more compact and succinct.  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/My-Revision-Notes-Technology-Product-

ebook/dp/B07FCX7SH8/ref=pd_sbsd_14_1/259-9388548-

9027630?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=B07FCX7SH8&pd_rd_r=8b0058ff-76bd-460f-bbb0-

e20bcd53e83b&pd_rd_w=DsfNU&pd_rd_wg=0tqKx&pf_rd_p=6325e962-1fe3-4877-92b0-

6ec523db95c5&pf_rd_r=KQB9A4B2NTV10JSA5NTJ&psc=1&refRID=KQB9A4B2NTV10JSA5N

TJ 

 

AQA AS/A-Level Design and Technology 

This is the full A-Level textbook.  It is not essential as we have textbooks in school. However, it 

provides in depth coverage of the course. https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-AS-Level-Design-

Technology/dp/1510414088/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2YQHELNJ1Z7CC&dchild=1&keywords=design+

and+technology+a+level&qid=15861 

 
 

  

https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/h40jkb2v/wjec-gce-design-technology-spec-from-2017-eng.pdf
https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/h40jkb2v/wjec-gce-design-technology-spec-from-2017-eng.pdf
mailto:m.roe@samuelryderacademy.co.uk
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-AS-Level-Design-Technology/dp/1510414088/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2YQHELNJ1Z7CC&dchild=1&keywords=design+and+technology+a+level&qid=15861
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-AS-Level-Design-Technology/dp/1510414088/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2YQHELNJ1Z7CC&dchild=1&keywords=design+and+technology+a+level&qid=15861
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-AS-Level-Design-Technology/dp/1510414088/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2YQHELNJ1Z7CC&dchild=1&keywords=design+and+technology+a+level&qid=15861
https://www.amazon.co.uk/My-Revision-Notes-Technology-Product-ebook/dp/B07FCX7SH8/ref=pd_sbsd_14_1/259-9388548-9027630?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=B07FCX7SH8&pd_rd_r=8b0058ff-76bd-460f-bbb0-e20bcd53e83b&pd_rd_w=DsfNU&pd_rd_wg=0tqKx&pf_rd_p=6325e962-1fe3-4877-92b0-6ec523db95c5&pf_rd_r=KQB9A4B2NTV10JSA5NTJ&psc=1&refRID=KQB9A4B2NTV10JSA5NTJ
https://www.amazon.co.uk/My-Revision-Notes-Technology-Product-ebook/dp/B07FCX7SH8/ref=pd_sbsd_14_1/259-9388548-9027630?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=B07FCX7SH8&pd_rd_r=8b0058ff-76bd-460f-bbb0-e20bcd53e83b&pd_rd_w=DsfNU&pd_rd_wg=0tqKx&pf_rd_p=6325e962-1fe3-4877-92b0-6ec523db95c5&pf_rd_r=KQB9A4B2NTV10JSA5NTJ&psc=1&refRID=KQB9A4B2NTV10JSA5NTJ
https://www.amazon.co.uk/My-Revision-Notes-Technology-Product-ebook/dp/B07FCX7SH8/ref=pd_sbsd_14_1/259-9388548-9027630?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=B07FCX7SH8&pd_rd_r=8b0058ff-76bd-460f-bbb0-e20bcd53e83b&pd_rd_w=DsfNU&pd_rd_wg=0tqKx&pf_rd_p=6325e962-1fe3-4877-92b0-6ec523db95c5&pf_rd_r=KQB9A4B2NTV10JSA5NTJ&psc=1&refRID=KQB9A4B2NTV10JSA5NTJ
https://www.amazon.co.uk/My-Revision-Notes-Technology-Product-ebook/dp/B07FCX7SH8/ref=pd_sbsd_14_1/259-9388548-9027630?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=B07FCX7SH8&pd_rd_r=8b0058ff-76bd-460f-bbb0-e20bcd53e83b&pd_rd_w=DsfNU&pd_rd_wg=0tqKx&pf_rd_p=6325e962-1fe3-4877-92b0-6ec523db95c5&pf_rd_r=KQB9A4B2NTV10JSA5NTJ&psc=1&refRID=KQB9A4B2NTV10JSA5NTJ
https://www.amazon.co.uk/My-Revision-Notes-Technology-Product-ebook/dp/B07FCX7SH8/ref=pd_sbsd_14_1/259-9388548-9027630?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=B07FCX7SH8&pd_rd_r=8b0058ff-76bd-460f-bbb0-e20bcd53e83b&pd_rd_w=DsfNU&pd_rd_wg=0tqKx&pf_rd_p=6325e962-1fe3-4877-92b0-6ec523db95c5&pf_rd_r=KQB9A4B2NTV10JSA5NTJ&psc=1&refRID=KQB9A4B2NTV10JSA5NTJ
https://www.amazon.co.uk/My-Revision-Notes-Technology-Product-ebook/dp/B07FCX7SH8/ref=pd_sbsd_14_1/259-9388548-9027630?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=B07FCX7SH8&pd_rd_r=8b0058ff-76bd-460f-bbb0-e20bcd53e83b&pd_rd_w=DsfNU&pd_rd_wg=0tqKx&pf_rd_p=6325e962-1fe3-4877-92b0-6ec523db95c5&pf_rd_r=KQB9A4B2NTV10JSA5NTJ&psc=1&refRID=KQB9A4B2NTV10JSA5NTJ
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-AS-Level-Design-Technology/dp/1510414088/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2YQHELNJ1Z7CC&dchild=1&keywords=design+and+technology+a+level&qid=15861
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-AS-Level-Design-Technology/dp/1510414088/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2YQHELNJ1Z7CC&dchild=1&keywords=design+and+technology+a+level&qid=15861
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-AS-Level-Design-Technology/dp/1510414088/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2YQHELNJ1Z7CC&dchild=1&keywords=design+and+technology+a+level&qid=15861
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Getting Organised! 

Stepping Up 

 
It’s a bit of a jump going from GCSE to A-Level, and the more you can do over the summer to help ease this gap the 

better.  The next few pages are some ‘transition tasks’ that will help build your knowledge and skill ready for you to 

start in September. 

 

The activities are divided into: 

Essential - You will be expected to hand this work in at the start of your course for marking and feedback. 

Recommended - Suggested to support the essential activities for the course. 

Optional - Suggested to support wider learning around the subject; you are expected to do this independently at A-

Level. 

 

Investigate:  Essential Task 
 

‘Design and Technology in the 21st Century’ 

 

Chose 2 of the key designers below and create an extended research project in to their work and design strategies. 

• PhillipeStarck 

• James Dyson  

• Ettore Sottsass 

• Dieter Rams  

• Charles and Ray Eames  

• Marianne Brandt 

• Steve Jobs 

 

You must include the following information as a minimum: 

• Biography of their design ethos - what they do, how they think, their values inspiration and influences (both past 

and present). 

• How their work has evolved over the years - how has it changed? What factors have affected this? 

• Image examples of their key products/designs - explain what they are and how they were influential. 

Useful links: 
https://designmuseum

.org/designers 

https://designmuseum.org/designers
https://designmuseum.org/designers
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• How have they influenced the wider world of design? - include specific case study examples or products or 

designers. 

• 2 or 3 free hand sketches of products that belong to this designer (ideally from first hand research but can 

be from books/internet if needed). Include annotation to say what materials they are made from, how they are 

manufactured and why these processes/materials have been used. 

• 1 presentation drawing of a chosen product - 2 or 3 point perspective with rendering to show colour and 

materials. 

 

PLEASE NOTE - text copied and pasted from the Internet will not be accepted for this - ANSWER the questions 

that have been have set. You must learn to use the internet to INFORM you, not do it for you! 

 

Work to be handed in in the first week back of school. Can be presented in a sketch book, or a combination of typed 

documents and sketches on paper. 

 

Test Yourself: Recommended 
 

“Design is about making things good (and then better) and right (and fantastic) for the people who use and 

encounter them.” Matt Beale 

 

Discuss the work and style of a contemporary designer in relation to this quote and describe the impact of the 

products he/she has designed. 

[12 marks] 

TIPS 

 

• This question requires an answer in essay form which assesses the way a contemporary designer has impacted 

with the design of their particular products in relation to the statement. 

 

• You could use one of the designers from the ‘essential’ task or one of the others you have not done to stretch your 

knowledge. 

 

• Think about have the products influenced (impacted) other developments/products? 

 

• The answer should seek to identify specific products or range of products attributed to the chosen designer and 

to examine the developments brought about by the designer. 

 

• The response may go on to examine styling details and their development and comment upon the styling 

developments (and their effect on consumers), form and design simplicity and how these elements have impacted 

on the overall design of the product 

 

• Hand write on lined paper just as you would in the A-Level exam. 

 

Broaden your understanding: Recommended 

 

Watch these… 
 

How to Make - New Series BBC 4  

Thursdays BBC Four 8pm or catch up on iplayer. https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000gwzg  

 

Inside the Factory BBC series - all episodes are good. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b067ftp7 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000gwzg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b067ftp7
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Bauhaus 100 BBC iplayer 

The story of the design school and its influence on the world.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0007trf/bauhaus-100 

 

Rams; principles of good design Video 

https://vimeo.com/304626830?fbclid=IwAR0F_pw_FKbVLDPKireqhpgXs1N1U8xE0IvmzGFxNaGUEEjIgKqUb9

SaAVg 

 

First Secret of Good Design - TED talk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9uOMectkCCs 

 

Biomimicry Design - TED talk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_GFq12w5WU 

 

Abstract: The Art of Design -Netflix 

https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/80057883  

 

‘BIG’ - Discovery Channel (find online) 

Richard Hammond explores some of the worlds most interesting engineering accomplishments 

https://www.google.com/search?q=big+richard+hammond&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB757GB757&oq=big+richard+hammo

nd&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l4.13125j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&surl=1&safe=active&ssui=on 

 

Design Boom - Design development of chairs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_GFq12w5WUps://www.designboom.com/design/chair -times-

documentary-vitra-05-07-2020/ 

 

Listen to these… 
 

50 things that made the modern economy. 

Series of podcasts about all sorts of products that have changed the way we live; some surprising choices.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b08k9pv0  

 

30 animals that made us smarter 

Series of podcasts about how studying animals and biomimicry has helped humans develop new products.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w13xttw7/episodes/downloads 

 

 

Develop skill: Optional 

 
Develop your CAD skills at home, there are plenty of places to try.  

 

• You have been using Google Sketch Up at school and you can download this to use on a PC/MAC at 

home:  https://www.sketchup.com/plans-and-pricing/sketchup-free.  To sign up to Trimble for Google Sketch 

Up, use your school email address and the institution as Samuel Ryder Academy.  

 

• Another great online and free platform is MecaBricks, this is a Lego style CAD software, but it can be 

applicable to building products from LEGO:  https://www.mecabricks.com/ 

 

• Other CAD places to try from your iPad is a great app TinkerCAD, which is free.  Go to the App Store and 

download this and try it out for free if you prefer to work from your iPad.  

 

• Autodesk Fusion 360 - free to use at home and school  

This is like Inventor but more powerful as its cloud based and has many more tools. It is free to download here: 

https://knowledge.autodesk.com/support/fusion360/troubleshooting/caas/sfdcarticles/sfdcarticles/How-toactivate-

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0007trf/bauhaus-100
https://vimeo.com/304626830?fbclid=IwAR0F_pw_FKbVLDPKireqhpgXs1N1U8xE0IvmzGFxNaGUEEjIgKqUb9SaAVg
https://vimeo.com/304626830?fbclid=IwAR0F_pw_FKbVLDPKireqhpgXs1N1U8xE0IvmzGFxNaGUEEjIgKqUb9SaAVg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9uOMectkCCs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_GFq12w5WU
https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/80057883
https://www.google.com/search?q=big+richard+hammond&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB757GB757&oq=big+richard+hammond&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l4.13125j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&surl=1&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.google.com/search?q=big+richard+hammond&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB757GB757&oq=big+richard+hammond&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l4.13125j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&surl=1&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_GFq12w5WUps://www.designboom.com/design/chair-times-documentary-vitra-05-07-2020/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_GFq12w5WUps://www.designboom.com/design/chair-times-documentary-vitra-05-07-2020/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b08k9pv0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w13xttw7/episodes/downloads
https://www.sketchup.com/plans-and-pricing/sketchup-free
https://www.mecabricks.com/
https://knowledge.autodesk.com/support/fusion360/troubleshooting/caas/sfdcarticles/sfdcarticles/How-toactivate-start-up-or-educational-licensing-for-Fusion360.html
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start-up-or-educational-licensing-for-Fusion360.html%20.  To sign up for this use your school email address and 

Samuel Ryder Academy as the institution.  

 

• Useful tutorials to try at home:  

https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/wmg/about/outreach/resour%20ces/fusion_tu 

 
 

 

Other Reading Online 
 

Design Week Magazine Online 

https://www.designweek.co.uk/  

 

Make Magazine Online 

https://makezine.com/tag/uk/ 

 

Science Focus online - links to materials and technology developments. 

https://www.sciencefocus.com/  

 

Design Boom - Online Magazine 

https://www.designboom.com/ 

 

Interesting Engineering ʹ good to follow on social media 

https://interestingengineering.com/ 

 

  

https://knowledge.autodesk.com/support/fusion360/troubleshooting/caas/sfdcarticles/sfdcarticles/How-toactivate-start-up-or-educational-licensing-for-Fusion360.html
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/wmg/about/outreach/resour%20ces/fusion_tu
https://www.designweek.co.uk/
https://makezine.com/tag/uk/
https://www.sciencefocus.com/
https://www.designboom.com/
https://interestingengineering.com/
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English Language A-Level Summer Task 
 

 

1. Choose two episodes of the Lexis podcast to listen to.  Make brief notes about what you learn from them. 
 
 
 

 
 

2. To help you understand the breadth and depth of English Language study follow these people on Twitter: 
 

• EnglishLang SSFC @SSFCEnglishLang  

• Tarporley Eng Lang @TaporleyLang 

• HSDC EngLang-Havant@HSDCEngLang  

• The OED@OED 

• Rob Drummond @RobDrummond (reader in Sociolinguistics at Manchester Met Uni) 

• Debbie Cameron @wordspinster 
 

3. Please also choose two of the tasks on the following table to complete during the holidays and bring your completed 

research to our first lesson.  

 

Course Component 

Paper 1, Section A    Meanings and Representations  

o Choose a big brand company, a famous person or a shop.  Create a fact file with illustrations about how 
they represent themselves.  Include examples of their marketing materials and anything else you can find 
that they use to represent themselves.   Consider the language that they use to represent themselves and 
explain what image they are trying to convey and how the language they use helps them do this.  
     

Paper 1, Section B     Child Language Acquisition  

o You will be studying how children learn to speak.  Record a short conversation between an adult and a 
child (three and under).  Type out some of the conversation and annotate it with what you notice about how 
the child is using words, mistakes they are making, and how the adult is helping them.   
 

Paper 2, Section A and B    Varieties of English   Accents and Dialects, World English, Opinion articles  

o Do a profile of a particular accent. Where is it spoken?  Give examples of words.  Can you find out about 
its history? What stereotypes are attached to it?  Has its popularity changed in recent years and if so, why? 
 

Paper 2, Section A    Varieties of English     Gender, Age, Social Class  

o Do teenagers have their own language?  Record a conversation between young people of your own age.  
Type out some of the conversation and annotate it with your comments.  Explain which words are used by 
teenagers and not by the older generation.  Include some of your ideas about why teenagers may speak 
differently to older people. 
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English Literature A-Level Summer Task 
 

 

The English Literature A-Level is with AQA and is split into 3 sections. The outlines of each section are:  

 

Paper 1: Love through the ages Paper 2: Texts in shared contexts 

Non-exam assessment: 

Independent critical study: texts 

across time 

Study of three texts: one poetry and 

one prose text, of which one must 

be written pre-1900, and one 

Shakespeare play. Examination will 

include two unseen poems 

Modern times: literature from 1945 

to the present day 

Study of three texts: one prose, one 

poetry, and one drama, of which 

one must be written post-2000 

Examination will include an unseen 

prose extract 

 

Comparative critical study of two 

texts, at least one of which must 

have been written pre-1900 

One extended essay (2500 words) 

and a bibliography 

Assessed 

• Written exam: 3 hours 

• Open book in Section C only 

• 75 marks 

• 40% of A-level 

Assessed 

• Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 

• Open book 

• 75 marks 

• 40% of A-level 

•  

Assessed 

• 50 marks 

• 20% of A-level 

• Assessed by teachers 

• Moderated by AQA 

Questions 

Section A: Shakespeare: one 

passage-based question with linked 

essay (25 marks) 

 

Section B: Unseen poetry: 

compulsory essay question on two 

unseen poems (25 marks) 

 

Section C: Comparing texts: one 

essay question linking two texts (25 

marks) 

Questions 

Section A: Set texts. One essay 

question on set text (25 marks) 

 

Section B: Contextual linking 

• one compulsory question on an 

unseen extract (25 marks), 

• one essay question linking two texts 

(25 marks) 

 

 

The reading for this course is a step up from GCSE and so you should use your summer to make sure you are 

comfortable with the plot and themes of each of the texts. 

  

Read the following texts by September: 

• Othello by William Shakespeare 

• The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Attwood 

• The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

• A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams  

• Feminine Gospels by Carol Ann Duffy  

 

While reading:  

• Make notes on the texts. This could be in the form of mindmaps / PowerPoint slides/ storyboards.  

• Make use of support materials such as Sparknotes and online chapter summaries so that you are clear you 

are understanding the text.  

• Look up the era and information about the author so that you understand cultural context. 

• Watching film versions of the texts would be an excellent supplement but not a substitute for reading.  
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To hand in to teachers in first lesson in September:  

• It is imperative that you keep up with reading for pleasure, including increasingly challenging texts. This is 

important as you will need to refer to trends in literature in your essays but also because your coursework 

requires you to choose a text yourself to compare to.  

• Thus we would like you to create a 5 minute presentation to deliver to the class on a text from the attached 

reading list (not one of the set texts) that you have read over the summer.  

• Consider: plot, characterisation, themes, comparisons to other texts you have read/studied, contextual 

factors, your impressions, what you have learnt, discussion questions that arise from the text.  

• Be confident in delivering this to the group.  

 

Revision guides that you may find useful: 

• We recommend the CGP A-Level revision guides.  I have included a link to one for The Great Gatsby as an 

example. 

• For The Great Gatsby (https://www.amazon.co.uk/level-English-Text-Guide-Level/dp/1847626688)  

 

We will also be producing a ‘Welcome to English Literature” booklet with some further contextual activities 

and comprehension questions and will get this to English Literature students over the summer! 

 

 

ENGLISH LITERATURE A-LEVEL READING LISTS 

It is strongly recommended that students use the following reading lists as the basis for their wider 

reading. 

 

Please note, you are not expected to read everything! 
 

Poets: Love through the Ages 

Edmund Spencer (1552-1599) 

Sir Walter Raleigh (1552-1618) 

Sir Philip Sidney (1554-1586) 

Michael Drayton (1563-1631) 

Christopher Marlowe (1564-1593 

John Donne (1572-1631) 

John Milton (1608-1674), 

Andrew Marvell (1621-1678) 

Alexander Pope (1688-1744) 

William Wordsworth (1770-1850) 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-1834) 

Lord Byron (1788-1824) 

P.B. Shelley (1792-1822) 

John Keats (1795-1821) 

Emily Dickinson (1830-1886) 

Christina Rossetti (1830-1894) 

e. e. cummings (1894-1962) 

Philip Larkin (1922-1985) 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/level-English-Text-Guide-Level/dp/1847626688
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Elizabeth Jennings (1926-2001) 

Ted Hughes (1930-1998) 

Sylvia Plath (1932-1963) 

Wendy Cope (1945-) 

Carol Ann Duffy (1955-) 

Simon Armitage (1963-) 

 

Drama: Love through the Ages 

Geoffrey Chaucer – The Knight’s Tale, The Miller’s Tale, The Wife of Bath’s Tale (?-1400) 

William Shakespeare – Romeo and Juliet, Twelfth Night, A Midsummer Night’s Dream (1564-1616) 

John Ford – Tis a Pity She’s a Whore (1586-1639) 

Henrik Ibsen – A Doll’s House, Ghosts (1828-1906) 

Oscar Wilde – A Woman of No Importance, The Importance of Being Earnest (1854-1900) 

Anton Chekhov – Uncle Vanya, The Three Sisters, The Seagull (1860-1904) 

Bertolt Brecht – The Caucasian Chalk Circle (1898-1956) 

Tennessee Williams – A Streetcar Named Desire, Cat on a Hot Tin roof (1911-1983) 

Arthur Miller – A View from a Bridge (1915-2005) 

Edward Albee – Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf (1928-2016) 

Harold Pinter – Betrayal, The Homecoming (1930-2008) 

 

Prose: Love through the Ages 

Daniel Defoe – Moll Flanders, Roxanna (1660-1731) 

Samuel Richardson – Pamela (1689-1761) 

Henry Fielding – Tom Jones, Shamela (1707-1754) 

Jane Austen – Pride and Prejudice, Sense and Sensibility, Emma, Mansfield Park, Northanger Abbey 

(1775-1817) 

Mary Shelley – Frankenstein (1797-1851) 

Elizabeth Gaskell- North and South (1810-1865) 

Charles Dickens – Oliver Twist, Great Expectations (1812-1870) 

Charlotte Bronte – Jane Eyre (1816-1855) 

Emily Bronte – Wuthering Heights (1818-1848) 

Gustave Flaubert – Madam Bovary (1821-1880) 

Thomas Hardy – Far From the Madding Crowd, Jude the Obscure, Tess of the D’Urbervilles (1840-1928) 

Bram Stoker – Dracula (1847-1912) 

Kate Chopin – The Awakening (1850-1904) 

HG Wells – The Time Machine (1866-1946) 

E. M. Forster – A Room with a View, A Passage to India, Maurice (1879-1970) 

Radcliffe Hall – The Well of Loneliness (1880-1943) 
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Virginia Woolf – To the Lighthouse, Mrs Dalloway (1882-1941) 

D. H. Lawrence – Sons and Lovers, Women in Love, Lady Chatterley’s Lover (1885-1930) 

F. Scott Fitzgerald – Tender is the Night, The Beautiful and the Damned (1896-1940) 

Vladimir Nabokov – Lolita (1899-1977) 

Evelyn Waugh – Brideshead Revisited (1903-1966) 

Graham Greene – The End of the Affair (1904-1991) 

Sylvia Plath – The Bell Jar (1932-1963) 

Margaret Atwood – The Handmaid’s Tale (1939-) 

Angela Carter – The Bloody Chamber (1940-1992) 

Alice Walker – The Color Purple (1944-) 

Ian McEwan – Atonement, The Cement Garden, Enduring Love (1948-) 

Hanif Kureishi – The Buddha of Surburbia (1954-) 

Jeanette Winterson – The Passion, Oranges are not the Only Fruit (1959-) 

Useful Literature websites:  

Love through the Ages www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/englishliterature-9710 

www.bl.uk/learning 

www.shakespeare.org.uk 

www.shakespeareonline.com 

www.onlineliterature.com 

www.victorianweb.org 

www.theenglishzone.org.uk 

www.audensociety.org 

www.fscottfitzgeraldsociety.org 

www.poets.org 

www.poemhunter.com 

www.poetryfoundation.org 

www.bbc.co.uk/archive/writers 

  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/englishliterature-9710
http://www.bl.uk/learning
http://www.shakespeare.org.uk/
http://www.shakespeareonline.com/
http://www.onlineliterature.com/
http://www.victorianweb.org/
http://www.theenglishzone.org.uk/
http://www.audensociety.org/
http://www.fscottfitzgeraldsociety.org/
http://www.poets.org/
http://www.poemhunter.com/
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/archive/writers
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Geography A-Level Summer Task 
 

 

You will find 4 tasks below which the geography department would like you to complete over the summer. Bring your 

completed tasks and research to our first lesson. Some aspects you need to email Mrs Yenney, Head of Geography, 

in advance of your first day: r.yenney@samuelryderacademy.co.uk 

 

Task 1 

Over the Summer read these articles on place which link explicitly to the first part of the topic: Changing Places. You 

are also encouraged to do some more research yourself to support the questions. 

https://www.rgs.org/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?nodeguid=944f2503-af13-4c7f-b178-e4bbaffb38eb&lang=en-GB 

https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/media/Documents/Geography/Changing-Places-Topic-Master-sample-pages.pdf 

 

Prepare notes to be able to discuss upon: 

1. What is a place? 

2. Categorise place into at least 2 categories and explain them in detail. 

3. How does Doreen Massey define a sense of place? Research more on her idea. 

4. How has a place changed overtime? (This is the motion of temporal change.) 

5. What does place mean to you? Give one example you have been to and be ready to share a picture of it and 

discuss your experience of that place- can be near, far, a lived experience or media experience. 

 

Task 2 

A Summer of Selfies: 

Take 6 selfies of any aspect of Geography. Have these on one slide of a PowerPoint and email to Mrs Yenney ready 

for starting at SRA. Be ready to share with the group in September and explain your discoveries in geography! 

 

Task 3 

It is really important to ensure you keep up your geographical knowledge and begin to extend your understanding 

ready to start A-Level Geography. There are a variety of free online courses that you can complete to help you gain a 

head start for the course. Please complete at least 2 Human Geography and at least 2 Physical Geography courses 

from below. Some of you may have already completed some of these as part of your June work. If the course is no 

longer free, then find something similar on either the Future Learn website or the Open Learn website. You should 

write your own notes as you go through the courses. To enable us to know that you have completed these, print screen 

the last page of each course and place in a word document so that you have evidence that you have completed it. We 

hope you enjoy the courses. 

 

Human Geography 

• Global Health Governance: Addressing Globalization and Health Inequities 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/global-health-governance 

• Cultural Heritage and the City https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/cultural-heritage-cities  

• Changing cities https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/changing-cities/content-section-

0?active-tab=description-tab 

• ‘Problem’ populations, ‘problem’ places https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-

law/sociology/problem-populations-problem-places/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab 

• Environmental Challenges: Human Impact in the Natural Environment 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/environmental-ethics-human-impact 

• Soils: Introducing the World Beneath Our Feet https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/soils 

 

 

 

 

mailto:r.yenney@samuelryderacademy.co.uk
https://www.rgs.org/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?nodeguid=944f2503-af13-4c7f-b178-e4bbaffb38eb&lang=en-GB
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/media/Documents/Geography/Changing-Places-Topic-Master-sample-pages.pdf
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/global-health-governance
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/cultural-heritage-cities
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/changing-cities/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/changing-cities/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/sociology/problem-populations-problem-places/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/sociology/problem-populations-problem-places/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/environmental-ethics-human-impact
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/soils
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Physical Geography  

• Managing Coastal Environments https://www.open.edu/openlearn/nature-environment/the-

environment/environmental-science/managing-coastal-environments/content-section-0?active-tab=content-

tab 

• Climate change: island life in a volatile world https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-

law/sociology/climate-change-island-life-volatile-world/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab 

• Tipping Points: Climate Change and Society https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/tipping-points-climate-

change-and-society 

• Understanding the environment- Systems Approach https://www.open.edu/openlearn/nature-

environment/environmental-studies/understanding-the-environment-systems-approach/content-section-

0?active-tab=description-tab 

• Understanding the environment- flows and feedback https://www.open.edu/openlearn/nature-

environment/environmental-studies/understanding-the-environment-flows-and-feedback/content-section-

0?active-tab=description-tab 

• Water use and the Water Cycle https://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-maths-

technology/science/environmental-science/water-use-and-the-water-cycle/content-section-0?active-

tab=description-tab 

• Extreme Geological Events https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/extreme-geological-events 

 

Task 4 

Discover Geography. Follow and discover on social media: 

• Met Office 

• Royal Geographical Society (RGS) 

• Geographical Association (GA) 

• BBC News (Europe, China, China Economy, African Economy, Science and Environment, Severe Weather) 

  

  

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/nature-environment/the-environment/environmental-science/managing-coastal-environments/content-section-0?active-tab=content-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/nature-environment/the-environment/environmental-science/managing-coastal-environments/content-section-0?active-tab=content-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/nature-environment/the-environment/environmental-science/managing-coastal-environments/content-section-0?active-tab=content-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/sociology/climate-change-island-life-volatile-world/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/sociology/climate-change-island-life-volatile-world/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/tipping-points-climate-change-and-society
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/tipping-points-climate-change-and-society
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/nature-environment/environmental-studies/understanding-the-environment-systems-approach/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/nature-environment/environmental-studies/understanding-the-environment-systems-approach/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/nature-environment/environmental-studies/understanding-the-environment-systems-approach/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/nature-environment/environmental-studies/understanding-the-environment-flows-and-feedback/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/nature-environment/environmental-studies/understanding-the-environment-flows-and-feedback/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/nature-environment/environmental-studies/understanding-the-environment-flows-and-feedback/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-maths-technology/science/environmental-science/water-use-and-the-water-cycle/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-maths-technology/science/environmental-science/water-use-and-the-water-cycle/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-maths-technology/science/environmental-science/water-use-and-the-water-cycle/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/extreme-geological-events


 

49 

History A-Level Summer Task 
 

 

Below is a summary of the course and the transition work. There are several options which you can choose. All students 

need to complete at least one Future Learn course, all of the Seneca units and the Germany and Italy Bridging tasks. 

If you have any queries then please contact Mr Amos. 

 

Course title: HISTORY A-LEVEL 

Awarding body: Edexcel 

Specification number: 9HI0 

Route G: Nationalism, Dictatorship and Democracy in Twentieth Century Europe. 

 

Entry requirements: 5 GCSE levels 9-5 including History and English Language at level 6 

 

Course content and assessment 

• Paper 1 Option 1G: Germany and West Germany, 1918-1989 

• Paper 2 Option 2G.1: The Rise and Fall of Fascism in Italy, 1911-1946 

• Paper 3 Option 31: Britain: Rebellion and Disorder under the Tudors 1485-1603  

• Coursework: The Russian Revolution  

 

Mode of Assessment  

• Paper 1: Germany, 1918-89: 1 x 2hr15 exam, 3 essay questions, 30% of the A Level.  

• Paper 2: Italy, 1911-46: 1 x 1hr30 exam, 1 source question, 1 essay question, 20% of the A Level.  

• Paper 3: Rebellion and disorder under the Tudors, 1485-1603: 1 x 2hr15 exam, 1 source question, 2 essay 

questions, 30% of the A Level. 

• Coursework: A 3000-4000 word independently researched enquiry on historical interpretations of the 

Russian Revolution. 20% of the A Level. 

 

I have included the A-Level Specification on the OneDrive should you wish to look at it which breaks the course 

down into more detail. 

 

Why History at Samuel Ryder?  

History is a widely respected A-Level choice with a variety of transferable skills that prepare students effectively for 

further study at university or for entering a range of jobs. The course explores a range of issues affecting different 

countries in times of change, focusing on the development of Fascism and Dictatorship in Europe in the 20th Century 

and the changing political, economic and social landscape of Europe. In the second year of the course students move 

onto study The Russian Revolution as their independent coursework which familiarises students with academic works 

and prepares them for extended research based writing. Students also study Rebellion and Disorder under the Tudors 

which focuses on the difficulties the Tudor monarchs faced controlling a nation undergoing huge social, economic and 

religious change.  

 

The new A-Level course builds effectively on written and analytical skills that students will find invaluable in a range of 

subjects at A-Level and beyond. Students will develop critical reasoning skills, plan and conduct research effectively, 

learn to effectively analyse evidence, think creatively to solve problems and to construct an argument which can be 

delivered persuasively. Students will also engage with historical problems and gain the confidence to undertake 

independent learning which will further prepare them for study or work after sixth form. The study of History also allows 

students the opportunity to investigate other cultures and the development of the world to better understand the current 

climate in international relations and the culture of the state we live in.  
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Expectations of students:  

Students must be able to meet deadlines for regular essays. They must be prepared to carry out wider reading, for 

example biographies and academic articles. History is a challenging subject, but as a result one that is highly valued 

by higher education establishments and employers therefore, students will need to show resilience and a professional 

attitude to their studies. 

 

Career paths: 

Journalism, law, education, civil service, publishing, archaeology, archiving and heritage, business, politics, marketing 

and advertising. 

 

 

TRANSITION TASKS TO PREPARE YOU FOR A-LEVEL 

 

Online History courses 

 

https://www.futurelearn.com/subjects/history-courses (Free online History courses) 

 

Recommended options (you do not need to take them all but choose one you think might be of interest): 

 

• Understanding money: The history of finance, speculation and the stock market – Available now 

On this course, you will learn how literary, cultural, visual and historical studies have offered new ways of understanding 

money and investment. You will look at popular representations of finance in visual culture and literature and explore 

the social meaning of credit, debt and the role of the market. You will also investigate financial crises in history and 

analyse how the media presents this information to the public. 

 

• Learning from the past: A guide for the curious researcher – Available now 

The language of history determines how we view our world and understand urgent issues, such as the environment, 

conflict and human rights. This language is shaped by documents held in libraries and archives, and the ways in which 

researchers interpret these is constantly developing. This course will provide you with skills to discover and critically 

analyse the records of the past, including hidden treasures from the British Library’s collections. Researchers at the 

University of Nottingham and University of Birmingham will show how these collections influence the way we view our 

world today. 

 

• Propaganda and Ideology in everyday life – Available now 

This free online course explores the building blocks of our political views: freedom, community, place, justice and 

choice. These words mean different things to different people – such radically different things in fact, that individuals, 

protest movements and entire states often go to war to assert their understanding of, say, freedom over somebody 

else’s. 

 

Over five weeks, we will explore how and why words come to mean such different things, across time and space. We 

will look at how we come to be political, and how political ideology and propaganda pick up on the words, images and 

symbols we use to express our own convictions and sentiments. The course draws on the academic expertise of The 

University of Nottingham’s Centre for the Study of Ideologies (CSPI), as well as collections showcased in the British 

Library’s 2013 exhibition, Propaganda: Power and Persuasion. 

 

  

https://www.futurelearn.com/subjects/history-courses
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/cspi/index.aspx
http://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20130918092407/http:/www.bl.uk/whatson/exhibitions/propaganda/index.html
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Seneca Transition Tasks 

 

Class code:pqc4q6q0sr 
 

https://app.senecalearning.com/teacher/class/pqc4q6q0sr/assignments/overview 

 

• There are three A-Level courses to choose from.  

• I have included units on Germany, Russia and the Tudors as these will form useful foundations on which you 

can build. 

• Start with the West Germany and West Germany 1918-1989 course. 

• You can then choose either Russia or Tudor England. Both are topics we study so the better your contextual 

knowledge the greater will be your understanding. 

 

 

Italy Fact Finding Task  

 

Find as much information about each of these questions as you can and bring it along to the first History lesson with 

in September. Some of these questions have very simple answers, others are complicated so will require longer 

answers. DO NOT copy and paste (I will know if you do!)   

  

1. What is the capital city of Italy?  

2. Which countries border Italy?  

3. What was Italy like before 1860?  

4. When was Italy officially a unified country?  

5. What does the word Risorgimento mean?  

6. What is a constitutional monarchy? 

7. What is the link between Italy and the Catholic Church? How popular was Catholicism as a religion in Italy in 

the early 1900s? 

8. Why was the South of Italy poorer than the North in the first half of the 1900s? What were living conditions like 

there?  

9. What is socialism? What is communism?  

10. Make a fact file on Giovanni Giolitti. Who was he? What positions did he have (with dates)? What did he believe?   

11. Why did Italy invade Libya in 1911? How successful was it? 

  

Germany Fact Finding Task  

 

Find as much information about each of these questions as you can and bring it along to the first History lesson in 

September. Some of these questions have very simple answers, others are complicated so will require longer answers.   

   

1. What is the Capital of Germany?  

2. Which countries border Germany?  

3. Who did Germany form alliances in WW1?  

4. When did WW1 end?  

5. What happened to the German Kaiser at the end of the war?  

6. Who set up a new German government in 1918?  

7. What was the Treaty of Versailles?  

8. Name three things the Treaty said Germany must do.  

9. What was the Weimar Republic?  

10. Make a fact-file on Frederick Ebert. Who was he? What positions did he have (with dates)? What political party 

did he belong to?  

 

 

https://app.senecalearning.com/teacher/class/pqc4q6q0sr/assignments/overview
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A-Level Source Task 

 

Study Source 2 before you answer this question.  

 

  

1. How much weight do you give the evidence of Source 2 for an enquiry into support for the Libyan War in 

1911?  

2. Explain your answer using the source, the information given about it and your own knowledge of the historical 

context.  

 

 

  

Source 2: The Liberal Politician Giustino Fortunato writing a letter to his friend Pasquale Villari in 

December 1911. Fortunato had been opposed to the Libyan War when it began in September.  

 

I was fearful for the Tripoli expedition and continue to be fearful. But I have one great, one immeasurable 

consolation. For the first time since Italy was created amid the sea and beneath the sky, the southern 

peasants (and I know them well and they are not easily aroused to enthusiasm) are finally conscious of a 

duty to fight for a fatherland, and that this has a name: Italy. Yes, indeed, half a century of unity has not been 

wasted. 
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Mathematics and Further Mathematics A-Level Summer Task 
 

Task: Due 1st Maths lesson in September.  Please write full solutions in the spaces provided. 

 

 1.  Simplify the following 

 a)  (3a)4    b)  (49x10)1/2   c)  ( 9x5) ÷ (1.5x-8) 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Factorise the following 

a)         x2  – 4x – 21  b)  x² – 169   c) 8x2 + 2x – 15 

 

 

 

 

  

 

3. Solve these equations 

 a) 5x + 9 = 4 – 3x  b) x3 – 53 = 163  c) 5w – 3  = 6 

           w – 2  

 

 

 

 

    

 

d) 28m of fencing is arranged so that it encloses a rectangular area of 40m2. If w is the width of the 

rectangle then: 

 

i) Find the length of the rectangle in terms of w. 
ii)  Form a quadratic equation involving w. 

iii)  Solve this equation to find w. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

e)  Find two consecutive integers so that the sum of their squares is 61. 
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4. What is the 10th and the nth term of the following sequences: 
 

a) 5, 9, 13, 17,…    b)   
9

16
,

7

9
,

5

4
,

3

1
,… 

 

 

 

 

 

5. a)  Solve the simultaneous equations 

 

2y – 3x = -14 

2y + x = 10 

  

 

 

 

 

 

b) A stone is thrown into the air and its height, h metres above the ground, is given by the 

equation 

 

                         h = at – bt2 

 

 From an experiment we know that h = 40 when t = 2 and that h = 45 when 

 t = 3. 

 

Show that, 

   a – 2b = 20  and   a – 3b = 15 

 

 Solve these equations to find a and b 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Simplify the following surds   

 

a) √125  b) √12 + √27 + √75    c) (3 + √2)( 5 +√18)  
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7. Evaluate  

                                  
6

12

103

105.4
−


  

 

Leave your answer in standard form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. In the diagram below    

 

 A is the point   (−2, 0)  

    B is the point   (0, 4)   

    C is the point   (5, −1) 

 Find an equation of the line that passes through C and is perpendicular to AB.  
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9. Work out the perimeter and all of the angles in this diagram 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. The following formula gives distance s, in terms of acceleration a, speed u and time t. 

                             
2

2at
uts +=  

    

a) Find s when  u = 5,  a = -3 and  t  = 4 

 

b) Rearrange the formula to make a the subject. 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For any questions you cannot do, please refer to the help booklet on Showbie - class code 968GN. This will be 

available from 16th July (last day of summer term). If you still require help, please send a picture of your attempt at 

the work from the help booklet to Mr Libberton. You can email s.libberton@samuelryderacademy.co.uk, or post on 

Showbie.  

  

  

 

 

 2cm 

2√3cm 

mailto:s.libberton@samuelryderacademy.co.uk
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Media Studies A-Level Summer Task 
 

MEDIA THEORIES 

1. Read through this sheet and pick 3 theories you are most interested in.  

2. Research more into those theories by watching YouTube videos, reading Wikipedia, etc. 

3. Apply these theories to media you use. 

4. Make a PowerPoint presentation about your 3 chosen theories explaining the background, theorists’ 

interest in the area, what it was originally applied to, what you have applied it to. 

5. Be ready to present your ideas – you need to be experts on your chosen theorists! 

 

Theories of Representation – Stuart Hall 

• The idea that representation is the production of meaning through language, with language defined in its 

broadest sense as a system of signs. 

• The idea that the relationship between concepts and signs is governed by codes. 

• The idea that stereotyping, as a form of representation, reduces people to a few simple characteristics or 

traits. 

• The idea that stereotyping tends to occur where there are inequalities of power, as subordinate or excluded 

groups are constructed as different or ‘other’ (e.g. through ethnocentrism). 

 

Theories of Identity – David Gauntlett 

• The idea that the media provide us with ‘tools’ or resources that we use to construct our identities. 

• The idea that whilst in the past the media tended to convey singular, straightforward messages about ideal 

types of male and female identities, the media today offer us a more diverse range of stars, icons and 

characters from whom we may pick and mix different ideas. 

 

Feminist Theory – Liesbet van Zoonen 

• The idea that gender is constructed through discourse, and that its meaning varies according to cultural and 

historical context. 

• The idea that the display of women’s bodies as objects to be looked at is a core element of western patriarchal 

culture. 

• The idea that in mainstream culture the visual and narrative codes that are used to construct the male body 

as spectacle differ from those used to objectify the female body. 

 

Feminist Theory – bell hooks 

• The idea that feminism is a struggle to end sexist/patriarchal oppression and the ideology of domination. 

• The idea that feminism is a political commitment rather than a lifestyle choice. 

• The idea that race and class as well as sex determine the extent to which individuals are exploited, 

discriminated against or oppressed. 

 

Theories of gender performativity – Judith Butler 

• The idea that identity is performatively constructed by the very ‘expressions’ that are said to be its results (it 

is manufactured through a set of acts). 

• The idea that there is no gender identity behind the expressions of gender. 

• The idea that performativity is not a singular act, but a repetition and a ritual. 

 

Theories around ethnicity and postcolonial theory – Paul Gilroy 

• The idea that colonial discourses continue to inform contemporary attitudes to race and ethnicity in the 

postcolonial era. 

• The idea that civilisationism constructs racial hierarchies and sets up binary oppositions based on notions of 

otherness. 
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Media effects – Albert Bandura 

• The idea that the media can implant ideas in the mind of the audience directly. 

• The idea that audiences acquire attitudes, emotional responses and new styles of conduct through modelling. 

• The idea that media representations of transgressive behaviour, such as violence or physical aggression, can 

lead audience members to imitate those forms of behaviour. 

 

Cultivation theory – George Gerbner 

• The idea that exposure to repeated patterns of representation over long periods of time can shape and 

influence the way in which people perceive the world around them (i.e. cultivating particular views and 

opinions). 

• The idea that cultivation reinforces mainstream values (dominant ideologies). 

 

Reception theory – Stuart Hall 

• The idea that communication is a process involving encoding by producers and decoding by audiences. 

• The idea that there are three hypothetical positions from which messages and meanings may be decoded: 

o The dominant-hegemonic position: the encoder’s intended meaning (the preferred reading) is fully 

understood and accepted. 

o The negotiated position: the legitimacy of the encoder’s message is acknowledged in general terms, 

although the message is adapted or negotiated to better fit the decoder’s own individual experiences 

or context. 

o The oppositional position: the encoder’s message is understood, but the decoder disagrees with it, 

reading it in a contrary or oppositional way. 

 

Fandom – Henry Jenkins 

• The idea that fans are active participants in the construction and circulation of textual meanings. 

• The idea that fans appropriate texts and read them in ways that are not fully authorised by the media producers 

(‘textual poaching’). 

• The idea that fans construct their social and cultural identities through borrowing and inflecting mass culture 

images, and are part of a participatory culture that has a vital social dimension. 

 

‘End of audience’ theories – Clay Shirky 

• The idea that the Internet and digital technologies have had a profound effect on the relations between media 

and individuals. 

• The idea that the conceptualisation of audience members as passive consumers of mass media content is no 

longer tenable in the age of the Internet, as media consumers have now become producers who ‘speak back 

to’ the media in various ways, as well as creating and sharing content with one another. 

 

Curran and Seaton – Power and Media Industries 

• The idea that the media is controlled by a small number of companies primarily driven by the logic of profit 

and power. 

• The idea that media concentration generally limits or inhibits variety, creativity and quality. 

• The idea that more socially diverse patterns of ownership help to create the conditions for more varied and 

adventurous media productions 

 

Regulation – Sonia Livingstone and Peter Lunt 

• The idea that there is an underlying struggle in recent UK regulation policy between the need to further the 

interests of citizens (by offering protection from harmful or offensive material), and the need to further the 

interests of consumers (by ensuring choice, value for money, and market competition). 

• The idea that the increasing power of global media corporations, together with the rise of convergent media 

technologies and transformations in the production, distribution and marketing of digital media, have placed 

traditional approaches to media regulation at risk.  
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Tzvetan Todorov – Narrative Structure 

All film narratives follow a broadly similar pattern. See the image below: 

 
 

Steve Neale – Genre Theory 

• He had the idea that genres may be dominated by repetition, but are also marked by difference, variation, 

and change. 

• He also had the idea that genres change, develop, and vary, as they borrow from and overlap with one 

another. 

 

Propp – Character Functions 

He had the idea that characters perform specific functions to drive a narrative. Some examples of the archetypes he 

recognized are: 

The hero – the protagonist who is seeking something 

The villain – the antagonist who is preventing the hero 

The donor – who provides an object with magical properties 

The dispatcher – who sends the hero on their quest 

The false hero – who disrupts the hero by making false claims 

The helper – who assists the hero in the quest 

The princess – the reward for the hero 

Her father – who acts to reward the hero 

 

Levi-Strauss – Binary Oppositions: “In terms of dress code, the hero and the villain in Skyfall are in binary opposition 

to each other to anchor audience identification” 

 

Henry Jenkins – Genre constantly ‘Breaks Rules’ e.g. evolving hybridization: “Hybridization is now commonplace to 

maximize audience appeal but also to offer a unique selling point by appearing to break the rules e.g. Submarine is 

both social realist in format but using comedy conventions typical for a rites of passage film”. 

 

Roland Barthes – Semiotics 

• the idea that texts communicate their meanings through a process of signification 

• the idea that signs can function at the level of denotation, which involves the ‘literal’ or common-sense 

meaning of the sign, and at the level of connotation, which involves the meanings associated with or 

suggested by the sign 

• the idea that constructed meanings can come to seem self-evident, achieving the status of myth through a 

process of naturalisation. 
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Jean Baudrillard – Postmodernism 

• the idea that in postmodern culture the boundaries between the ‘real’ world and the world of the media have 

collapsed and that it is no longer possible to distinguish between reality and simulation 

• the idea that in a postmodern age of simulacra we are immersed in a world of images which no longer refer 

to anything ‘real’ 

• the idea that media images have come to seem more ‘real’ than the reality they supposedly represent (hyper 

reality). 

 

Desmond Hesmondhalgh – Cultural Industries 

• the idea that cultural industry companies try to minimise risk and maximise audiences through vertical and 

horizontal integration, and by formatting their cultural products (e.g. through the use of stars, genres, and 

serials) 

• the idea that the largest companies or conglomerates now operate across a number of different cultural 

industries 

• the idea that the radical potential of the internet has been contained to some extent by its partial incorporation 

into a large, profit-orientated set of cultural industries 
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Media Studies BTEC Summer Task 
 

 

GOGGLEBOX-STYLE RESEARCH EXPERIMENT 

 

Gogglebox is mental…really, think about it. A large audience watch other people watching TV on TV. That’s it.  

 

Gogglebox is based purely on reaction and the “normal person” experience. However, another facet of its appeal is 

being able to see how different people react to the TV they are watching. Their interpretation, enjoyment and 

understanding of what the clips they watch is all effected by things including their age, gender and beliefs. This allows 

the audience to compare their own feelings about what they are watching to the Gogglebox families.  

 

One of the core skills required to be successful within the Level 3 BTEC is the ability to analyse and produce content 

for a wide range of audiences and sectors. This task is going to ask you to research audience reactions to the same 

media and analyse how audiences’ responses can vary.  

 

Step one – Create a playlist of five clips, easily found on YouTube, which you feel reflect a diverse range of interests 

and styles – anything from cats to music videos, news, politics, fail videos, comedy or film trailers. Try not to choose 

anything too offensive! 

 

Step two – Show/Send the playlist to a selected group of family or friends. This should include a range of ages, genders 

and personalities. Film/ take notes about their reactions as they watch each the clips. If they don’t live with you can ask 

them to film their own reactions and send them to you. You should encourage your “subjects” to talk about what they 

are watching and what they are thinking/feeling as they watch each clip.  

 

Step three – Discuss with your participants their experience of each clip. Is it something they would normally watch? 

Did they like it? Why/Why not?  Are some clips better watched in a group? Film this interview if you can.  Again, if a 

participant does not live with you use a video conferencing app like Zoom or Skype. Try to record the conversation if 

you can or take notes.  

 

Step four – Analyse your findings, considering the following: 

• What differences did you notice in people’s reactions to different genres of clip in terms of age, gender, 

familiarity with digital formats and content?  

• What could be the difference between the clips you showed your subjects compared to the clips used in 

Gogglebox? Could this have resulted in your results being different? 

• Were you surprised by any reactions? 

 

Step five – Complete either: 

a. Produce a magazine style article (including pictures) that show your findings and explains why audiences may 

interpret the same piece of media differently depending on who they are. This option is obviously better if you 

didn’t manage to get a lot of footage.  

b. Edit together all your footage and clips into a video that you can use to also try to explain the different audience 

reactions that could be used on a website for media studies students.  
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Philosophy and Ethics A-Levels Summer Task 
 

Philosophy and Ethics A-Level is one of the most exciting, inspiring and challenging subjects available. No other 

subject covers such varied thoughts, ideas and theories from so many inspiring people throughout history. 

 

Summer Work 

Select a task from the range below and enjoy. 

 

Pick up a book: 

 

Sophie's World by Jostein Gaarder  

One day fourteen-year-old Sophie Amundsen comes home from school to find in her mailbox two 

notes, with one question on each: "Who are you?" and "Where does the world come from?"  

From that irresistible beginning, Sophie becomes obsessed with questions that take her far 

beyond what she knows of her Norwegian village. Through those letters, she enrolls in a kind of 

correspondence course, covering Socrates to Sartre, with a mysterious philosopher, while 

receiving letters addressed to another girl. Who is Hilde? And why does her mail keep turning 

up? To unravel this riddle, Sophie must use the philosophy she is learning—but the truth turns 

out to be far more complicated than she could have imagined. 

 

Think: A Compelling Introduction to Philosophy by Simon Blackburn 

This is a book about the big questions in life: knowledge, consciousness, fate, God, truth, 

goodness, justice. It is for anyone who believes there are big questions out there, but does not 

know how to approach them. Think sets out to explain what they are and why they are important. 

Simon Blackburn begins by putting forward a convincing case for the study of philosophy and goes 

on to give the reader a sense of how the great historical figures such as Descartes, Hume, Kant, 

and Wittgenstein have approached its central themes. Each chapter explains a major issue, and 

gives the reader a self-contained guide through the problems that philosophers have studied. The 

large scope of topics covered range from scepticism, the self, mind and body, and freedom to 

ethics and the arguments surrounding the existence of God. Lively and approachable, this book is 

ideal for all those who want to learn how the basic techniques of thinking shape our existence. 

 

Listen to a Podcast: 

• Kant’s Categorical Imperative: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0952zl3  

• Plato’s Republic: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b08vwn6h 

• Utilitarianism: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b05xhwqf 

• The Ontological Argument: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01mwx64 

• David Hume: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b015cpfp 

• Free Will: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00z5y9z 

• St Thomas Aquinas: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00mkd63 

• Socrates: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b007zp21 

 

Watch a movie: 

 

• The Matrix (1999) 

When a beautiful stranger leads computer hacker Neo to a forbidding underworld, he discovers the shocking truth--

the life he knows is the elaborate deception of an evil cyber-intelligence. 

 

• The Truman Show (1998) 

An insurance salesman discovers his whole life is actually a reality TV show. 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1388082.Jostein_Gaarder
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Simon-Blackburn/e/B000APFM0S/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0952zl3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b08vwn6h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b05xhwqf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01mwx64
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b015cpfp
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00z5y9z
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00mkd63
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b007zp21
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• Inception (2010) 

A thief who steals corporate secrets through the use of dream-sharing technology is given the inverse task of 

planting an idea into the mind of a C.E.O. 

 

• The Fountain (2006) 

As a modern-day scientist, Tommy is struggling with mortality, desperately searching for the medical breakthrough 

that will save the life of his cancer-stricken wife, Izzi. 

 

• Stranger Than Fiction (2006) 

I.R.S. auditor Harold Crick suddenly finds himself the subject of narration only he can hear: narration that begins to 

affect his entire life, from his work, to his love-interest, to his death. 
 

• Horton Hears a Who! (2008) 

Horton the Elephant struggles to protect a microscopic community from his neighbours who refuse to believe it 

exists. 
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Physical Education A-Level Summer Task 
 

 

Holiday Preparation Work: 

Socio-cultural issues in physical activity and sport (03) 

Sport and society 

 

Emergence and Evolution of Modern Sport 

Research and prepare a presentation (that you will give to the class) on how social and cultural factors shaped the 

characteristics of, and participation in, sports and pastimes in pre-industrial Britain 

Include information on the following topics:  

• Social class  

• Gender  

• Law and order  

• Education/literacy  

• Availability of time  

• Availability of money  

• Type and availability of transport 

 

Anatomy and Physiology 

Research and prepare a booklet on how the body uses energy during different types of physical activity. 

Include information on the following topics:  

• The fundamental law of energy 

• ATP – the gas in the tank 

• Energy System 1: Ready fuel for immediate energy (What’s the downside?) 

• Energy System 2: Glucose-fuelled quick energy (What’s the downside?) 

• How to use glycolysis 

• Energy System 3: Long-lasting aerobic energy 

• Optimal cardiovascular condition 

• Energy replenishment and recovery 

• Training the body’s energy systems for optimal performance 

• Immediate energy system 

• Short-term energy system 

• Long-term energy system 

 

Psychological Factors - Skill Acquisition 

Research Task 

The first section of the work that is required to complete is research based. Please listen to the ‘Perception and Action 

Podcast’. You will need to extend the depth of your sport psychology knowledge and podcasts will be a useful tool for 

this. You are expected to take notes and summarise what you have listened to. 

 

Perception and Action Podcast: https://perceptionaction.com/ 

This podcast discusses how psychological research can be applied to improving performance, accelerating skill 

acquisition & designing technologies. 

  

See below some of the recommended episodes which will link to the Skill Acquisition unit of the A-Level PE course. 

 

• Episode 8 - How Do We Become an Expert? Intro to Skill Acquisition, 8/18/2015 

• Episode 9 - Off the Learning Curve: Measuring Skill Acquisition, 9/1/2015 

• Episode 10 - Skill Retention and Transferring to a New Sport, 9/15/2015 

• Episode 16 - Implicit Learning & Learning By Analogy, 12/8/2015 

https://perceptionaction.com/
https://perceptionaction.com/8-2/
https://perceptionaction.com/9-2/
https://perceptionaction.com/10-2/
https://perceptionaction.com/16-2/
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• Episode 18 - Performance Feedback, 1/5/2016 

• Episode 18E - Sports Science Shorts: Schema Theory, the Motor Program & Contributions of Richard 

Schmidt, 1/18/2016 

• Episode 20 - Imagery & Observational Learning, 2/2/2016 

  

Additionally, the podcast ‘The Sport Psych Show’ is another good option to listen to.  

  

Essay Task 

In addition to your research task, which you are expected to take notes and summarise what you have listened to, 

please complete an essay on the following title and include specific key words which you will need to research: 

  

Essay title: Describe your personality and why it is suited to your sport or specific position. 

  

Key areas to research and include are: 

• Trait theory, social learning theory, interactionist theory 

• Extroversion/introversion, stable/unstable,  

• Type a/type b – social learning – interactionist 

 

  

https://perceptionaction.com/18/
https://perceptionaction.com/18e/
https://perceptionaction.com/18e/
https://perceptionaction.com/20/
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Physics A-Level Summer Task 
 

INTRODUCTION TO YEAR 12 PHYSICS 

 

Contents 

Chapter Topic 

1. Introduction 

2. Physical Quantities/Units 

3. Standard Form 

4. Prefixes/Converting Unit Magnitudes 

5. Significant Figures 
 

CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 

One of things that many people find disconcerting when studying Physics is the idea of having to deal with lots of 

complicated equations.  On first sight, it can be very daunting to see a page full of funny looking letters and symbols 

but with practice you will see that this really is just to save us having to write words out over and over again (physicists 

like to work efficiently). 

 

The purpose of this introductory unit is to help you develop the core skills needed to solve numerical problems which 

will make your AS Physics studies much more enjoyable and successful than they otherwise would be.  Without these 

core skills solving problems becomes much more difficult if not impossible, a bit like trying to build a house with no 

wood or bricks.  A bit of work before the course starts will pay huge dividends later and allow to work and learn much 

more efficiently. 

 

The key to success is to break numerical problems where calculations are necessary into smaller, simpler steps which 

can be followed every time.   

 

The steps can be summarised as follows: 

Step 1: Write down the values of everything you are given and put a question mark next to what you are asked to 
work out. 

Step 2: Convert all the values into SI units i.e. time in seconds, distances in metres and so on. 

Step 3: Pick an equation that contains the values you know and the quantity you are trying to work out. 

Step 4: Re-arrange the equation so what you are trying to work out is the subject. 

Step 5: Insert the values into the equation including the units. 

Step 6: Type it into your calculator to get the answer and quote the answer to a reasonable number of significant 
figures and with units. 

Step 7: Pause for one moment and think about if your answer is sensible. 

 
With experience some of these steps can be done more quickly or in your head but you should always show your 

working.  This is for several reasons: 

1. If you don’t show your working, you will needlessly lose many marks in the exam (probably enough to drop 

your score by one whole grade, i.e. from B → C). 

2. It will help make the steps outlined above more apparent and easy to follow when tackling numerical problems. 

3. It makes it easier for the teacher to see where you have gone wrong and therefore help you learn more quickly 

and effectively. 
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CHAPTER 2: PHYSICAL QUANTITIES/UNITS 

When we first look at numerical problem in Physics then we need to be able to recognise what quantities we are given 

in the question.  This can be made a lot easier if we know what quantity corresponds to the units given in the question.  

For example, if a question says someone’s speed changes at a rate of 5 ms-2, you need to be able to recognise that 

ms-2 is the unit of acceleration and so we know that we have been given an acceleration (even though the word 

acceleration wasn’t used in the question). 

 

We can classify physical quantities as either: 

 

(a) Basic: These are fundamental which are defined as being independent 

 
There are seven basic quantities defined by the Systeme International d’Unites (SI Units).  They have been 

defined for convenience not through necessity (force could have been chosen instead of mass).  Once 

defined we can make measurements using the correct unit and measure with direct comparison to that unit.   

 

Basic quantity 
Unit 

Name Symbol 

Mass Kilogram kg  

Length Metre m  

Time Second s 

Electric current Ampere A  

Temperature Kelvin K 

Amount of a substance Mole mol 

Luminous intensity Candela cd 

 
NOTE: Base units are also referred to as dimensions. 

 
(b) Derived: These are obtained by multiplication or division of the basic units without numerical factors.  For 

example: 

 

Derived quantity 
Unit 

Name Symbols used 

Volume Cubic metre m3
 

Velocity Metre per second ms-1 

Density Kilogram per cubic metre kgm-3 

 

Some derived SI units are complicated and are given a simpler name with a unit defined in terms of the 

base units.   

 

Farad (F)  is given as  m-2kg-1s4A2   Watt  (W)  is given as m2kgs-3 

 

A table of quantities with their units is shown on the next page along with the most commonly used symbols 

for both the quantities and units. 

 

Note that in GCSE we wrote units like metres per second in the format of m/s but in A-Level it is written as 

ms-1, and this is the standard way units are written at university level Physics. 
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Quantity Quantity Symbol SI Unit Unit Symbol 

Length L or l Metre m 

Distance s Metre m 

Height h Metre m 

Thickness (of 

Wire) 

d Metre m 

Wavelength λ Metre m 

Mass m or M kilogram kg 

Time t second s 

Period T second s 

Temperature T Kelvin K 

Current I Ampere A 

Potential 

Difference 

V Volt V 

Area A Metres squared m2 

Volume V Metres cubed m3 

Density ρ Kilograms per 

metre cubed 

kg m-3 

Force F Newton N 

Initial Velocity u Metres per 

second 

ssecondsecond 

ms-1 

Final Velocity v Metres per 

second 

ms-1 

Acceleration a Metres per 

second per 

second 

ms-2 

Energy E Joule J 

Kinetic Energy EK Joule J 

Work Done W Joule J 

Power P Watt W 

Luminosity L Watt W 

Frequency f Hertz Hz 

Charge Q Coulomb C 

Resistance R Ohm Ω 

Electromotive 

Force 

ε Volt V 

Resistivity ρ Ohm metre Ωm 

Work Function φ Joule J 

Momentum p kilogram metres 

per second 

kg ms-1 

Specific Charge  Coulombs per 

kilogram 

C kg-1 

Planck’s 

Constant 

h Joule seconds Js 

Gravitational 

Field Strength 

g Newtons per 

kilogram 

N kg-1 

 

 

EXERCISE 1 

For each of the following questions write down the quantities you are trying to work out and write a question mark next 

to the quantity you are asked to find out with SI units shown.  Note that you don’t have to know any equations or any 

of the underlying physics to do this, it is a simply an exercise in recognising what you are being given in the question 

and what you are being asked to find out. 

 

Example 

Find the momentum of a 70 kg ball rolling at 2 ms-1. 

m=70 kg 

v= 2 ms-1 

p= ? kg ms-1 

 

1. The resultant force on a body of mass 4.0 kg is 20 N.  What is the acceleration of the body? 

2. A particle which is moving in a straight line with a velocity of 15 ms-1 accelerates uniformly for 3.0s, increasing 

its velocity to 45 ms-1. What distance does it travel whilst accelerating? 
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3. A car moving at 30 ms-1 is brought to rest with a constant retardation of 3.6 ms-2.  How far does it travel whilst 

coming to rest? 

4. A man of mass 75 kg climbs 300 m in 30 minutes.  At what rate is he working? 

5. What is the maximum speed at which a car can travel along a level road when its engine is developing 24kW 

and there is a resistance to motion of 800 N? 

6. Find the current in a circuit when a charge of 40 C passes in 5.0s. 

7. What is the resistance of a copper cylinder of length 12 cm and cross-sectional area 0.40 cm2 (Resistivity of 

copper = 1.7 × 10-8 Ωm)? 

8. When a 12 V battery (i.e. a battery of EMF 12 V) is connected across a lamp with a resistance of 6.8 ohms, the 

potential difference across the lamp is 10.2 V. Find the current through the lamp. 

9. Calculate the energy of a photon of wavelength 3.0 × 10-7 m. 

10. Calculate the de Broglie wavelength of an electron moving at 3.0 × 106 ms-1  (Planck’s constant = 6.63 × 10-34 

Js, mass of electron = 9.1 × 10-31 kg). 

 

 

CHAPTER 3: STANDARD FORM 

You may well already be familiar with Standard Form from GCSE Maths, but just in case you aren’t or could do with 

refreshing your memory then this chapter will explain what it is and why we use it. 

 

Why use standard form? Standard form is used to make very large or very small numbers easier to read. Standard 

form also makes it easier to put large or small numbers in order of size. 

 

In Physics, we often deal with quantities that are either really large, such as a parsec 

1 pc = 30,900,000,000,000,000 m 

Or really small like Planck’s Constant:- 

h= 0.000000000000000000000000000000000663 Js 

Now, it would be tiresome to write out numbers like this over and over again and so we use a different notation known 

as standard form.  Standard form shows the magnitude (size) of the number as powers of ten. We write a number 

between 1 and 10 and then show it multiplied by a power of 10. 

 

For example 

  1.234 x 10
4   

1.234 x 10
-4

 

 

This means 1.234 x ( 10 x 10 x 10 x 10 ) 1.234 x( 1 ÷ 10 ÷ 10 ÷ 10 ÷ 10 ) 

Which is 12340     0.0001234 

 

Let’s see some more examples. 

0.523 = 5.23 × 10-1   (note that × 10-1 means divide 5.23 by 10) 

52.3 = 5.23 × 101    (note that × 101 means multiply 5.23 by 10) 

523 = 5.23 × 102    (note that × 102 means multiply 5.23 by 100) 

5230 = 5.23 × 103   (note that × 103 means multiply 5.23 by 1000) 

0.00523 = 5.23 × 10-3   (note that × 10-3 means divide 5.23 by 1000) 

Note that the sign (positive or negative) in the index tells you whether you are dividing or multiplying; a positive number 

means move you are multiplying and a negative number means you are dividing.  The number tells you how many 

times you are either dividing or multiplying by 10.  So 1.60 × 10-19 means take the number 1.60 and divide it by 10 

nineteen times (divide by 1019) i.e. move the decimal point 19 places to the left. 
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And to go back to our examples from above:- 

1 pc = 3.09 × 1016 m 

h= 6.63 × 10-34 Js 

So this is a much shorter way of writing these numbers! 

 

To put a list of large numbers in order is difficult because it takes time to count the number of digits and hence determine 

the magnitude of the number. 

 

EXERCISE 2 

1. Put these numbers in order of size:   5239824 ,  25634897 ,  5682147 ,  86351473 ,  1258964755,  142586479,  

648523154 

 

But it is easier to order large numbers when they are written in standard form. 

 

2. Put these numbers in order of size, 

 

5.239 x 10
6

 ,  2.563 x 10
7
 ,  5.682 x 10

6
 ,  8.635 x 10

7
 ,  1.258 x 10

9
 

1.425 x 10
8

 ,  6.485 x 10
8 

 

You can see that it is easier to work with large numbers written in standard form.  To do this we must be able to 

convert from one form into the other. 

 

3. Convert these numbers into normal form. 

 

a)  5.239 x 10
3     

b)  4.543 x 10
4

  c)  9.382 x 10
2

  d)  6.665 x 10
6
 

e)  1.951 x 10
2
 f)  1.905 x 10

5
  g)  6.005 x 10

3 

 

4. Convert these numbers into standard form. 

 

a) 65345  (how many times do you multiply 6.5345 by 10 to get 65345 ?) 

b)  28748  c)  548454  d)  486856 

e)  70241  f)  65865758  g)  765 

 

Standard form can also be used to write small numbers 

e.g. 0.00056 = 5.6  10-4 

 

5. Convert these numbers into normal form. 
 

a)  8.34  10-3 b)  2.541  10-8 c)  1.01  10-5 

d)  8.88  10-1 e)  9  10-2  f)   5.05  10-9 

 

6. Convert these numbers to standard form. 
 

a)  0.000567 b)  0.987  c)  0.0052 

d)  0.0000605 e)  0.008  f)   0.0040302 

 

7. Calculate, giving answers in standard form. 
 

a)  (3.45  10-5 + 9.5  10-6)  0.0024
 

b)  2.31  105    3.98  10-3 + 0.0013
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CHAPTER 4 PREFIXES & CONVERTING UNIT MAGNITUDES 

 

How to use and convert prefixes 

Often in Physics, quantities are written using prefixes which is a an even shorter way of writing numbers than standard 

form.  For example instead of writing 2.95 × 10-9 m we can write 2.95 nm where n means nano and is a short way of 

writing × 10-9.  Here is a table that shows all the prefixes you need to know in Year 12 Physics. 

 

Prefix Symbol Name Multiplier 

pico p trillionth 10-12 

nano n billionth 10-9 

micro µ millionth 10-6 

milli m thousandth 10-3 

centi c hundredth 10-2 

kilo k thousand 103 

mega M million 106 

giga G billion† 109 

tera T trillion† 1012 

 

Again, it is essential you know all of these to ensure that you don’t lose easy marks when answering 

numerical problems. 

 

When you are given a variable with a prefix you must convert it into its numerical equivalent in standard form before 

you use it in an equation.   

 

FOLLOW THIS! Always start by replacing the prefix symbol with its equivalent multiplier.  

 

For example:   0.16 μA = 0.16 x 10-6 A = 0.00000016A 

3 km = 3000m = 3 x 103 m 

10 ns = 10 x 10-9 s = 0.00000001 s 

 

DO NOT get tempted to follow this further (for example: 0.16 x 10-6 A = 1.6 x 10-7 A and also 10 x 10-9 s = 10-8 s) 

unless you are absolutely confident that you will do it correctly. It is always safer to stop at the first step (10 x 10-9 s) 

and type it like this into your calculator. 

 

NOW TRY THIS!  

 

EXERCISE 3 

 

1.4 kW =      10 μC = 

 

24 cm =       340 MW = 

 

46 pF =       0.03 mA = 

  

52 Gbytes =     43 kΩ = 

  

0.03 MN =    
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Converting between unit magnitudes for distances. 

 

EXERCISE 4 

Convert the following: (Remember that milli = 10-3 and centi = 10-2) 

1. 5.46m to cm 

2. 65mm to m 

3. 3cm to m 

4. 0.98m to mm 

5. 34cm to mm 

6. 76mm to cm 

 

Converting between unit magnitudes for areas and volumes 

It’s really important that when we convert areas and volumes that we don’t forget to square or cube the unit. 

 

Example 

Let’s take the example of converting a sugar cube of volume 1 cm3 into m3.   

 

If we just use the normal conversion, then 1 cm3 = 1 x 10-2 m3  Wrong Answer! 

 

STOP! Let’s think about this one second: 

 

Imagine in your head a box 1m by 1m by 1m, how many sugar cubes could you fit in there?  A lot more than 100! 

That would only fill up one line along one of the bottom edges of the box! So our answer must be wrong. 

What we have to do is do the conversion and then cube it, like this:- 

 

1 cm3 = (1 x 10-2 m)3 = 1 x 10-6 m3. 

 

So this means we could fit a million sugar cubes in the box, which is right. 

 

EXERCISE 5 

1. What is 5.2 mm3 in m3?  

2. What is 24cm2 in m2? 

3. What is 34 m3 in μm3? 

4. What is  0.96 x 106 m2 in km2? 

5. Convert 34 Mm3 into pm3. 

 

CHAPTER 5: SIGNIFICANT FIGURES 

You can lose a mark if you quote too many significant figures in an answer.  It is not as bad a leaving off a unit when 

answering a question – but why lose marks needlessly when you don’t have to? 

 

The Rules 

1. All non-zero digits are significant.  

2. In a number without a decimal point, only zeros BETWEEN non-zero digits are significant. e.g. significant in 

12001 but not in 12100 

3. In a number with a decimal point, all zeros to the right of the right-most non-zero digit are significant.    

12.100 → 5 s.f.  

 

  



 

73 

Examples 

39.389 → 5 s.f. 

120000000000000→ 2 s.f 

3400.000 → 7 s.f. 

34224000 → 5 s.f. 

200000.0004 → 10 s.f. 

 

EXERCISE 6 

 

How many significant figures are the following numbers quoted to? 

1.  224.4343 

2.  0.00000000003244654 

3.  3442.34 

4.  200000 

5.  43.0002 

6.  24540000 

7.  543325 

8.  23.5454353 

9.  4.0000000000 

10.  4456001 

 

EXERCISE 7  

For the numbers above that are quoted to more than 3 s.f., convert the number to standard form and quote to 3 s.f. 

 

Using a Reasonable Number of S.F. 

Try to use the same s.f. as those provided in the question or just one more. 

 

Example: 

Let’s say we were faced with this question: 

A man runs 110 metres in 13 seconds, calculate his average speed. 

Distance = 110 m 

Time = 13 s 

Speed = Distance/Time = 110 metres / 13 seconds 

=8.461538461538461538461538461538 m/s 

This is a ridiculous number of significant figures! 

=8.46 m/s seems acceptable (3 s.f.) because the figures we were given in the question we given to 2 s.f, so we’ve 

used just one more than that in our answer. 

If in doubt quote answers to 3 s.f. in the exam – this is normally close enough to what they are looking for. 
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HOLIDAY READING TASK 

Read 'Six Easy Pieces' by Richard Feynman (or at least a determined attempt at each piece.) 

 

Write a short paragraph about your favourite piece:  why the science is important, why it interested you, why 
'everyone' should know about it ..... 
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Psychology A-Level Summer Task 
 

 

Historically, psychology has grown as a subject and has its origins in philosophy. It is a broad ranging subject that 

attempts to understand human behaviour and explain why people behave the way they do in given situations.  

 

Due to the nature of the subject, it is writing based and requires the ability to read a vast amount of information.  

Alongside this you need to be able to take this information and present it clearly and coherently. 

 

For this task you need to choose one of the questions below then complete the list of activities. 

 

1. Psychopathy 

 

What makes a psychopath?  

How would different psychologists explain this condition?  

Do you think what you have read makes you believe that this condition exists? 

 

2. Dissociative Identity Disorder (DID) 

 

What is dissociative identity disorder?  

How do different psychologists explain how this occurs and how to treat it? 

Do you think what you have read makes you believe that this condition exists? 

 

3. Computer Mediated Communications (CMC) and mental health 

 

What is CMC?  

How do you define mental health conditions? 

Can the increase in diagnosis of menta health conditions be linked to the increased use of social media? 

How do psychologists explain the impact of social media on mental health? 

 

You need to: 

• Write an introduction explaining why you picked the topic. 

• Answer each question using a subheading. 

• Write a conclusion about what you have found. 

• Include a list of references (where you found the information). 

 

The task needs to be handwritten and in continuous prose. It should be no more than 4 sides of A4. 

 

Helpful information: 

• Wikipedia is a good place to start but do not just copy out what it says. 

• Explain the psychological terms in a way you understand. 

• Typing the topic into a search engine will give you a lot of information. 

• This should take your 7-8 hours of research and no more than 2½ hours to write. 
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Spanish A-Level Summer Task 
 

INTRODUCTION 

 

¡Bienvenidos al curso de Español! 

 

We are delighted that you have chosen to study a language at Key Stage 5 and are looking forward to helping you 

develop your linguistic and cultural understanding over the next two years.  We are providing you with this starter pack 

in order to help you prepare for September.  In it, you will find information about the content of the course, the style of 

assessment and the materials you will need to support you.   

 

To study Spanish A-Level, it is essential that you have a wide vocabulary and a sound understanding of Spanish tenses 

and grammatical concepts.  Additionally, it is equally important that you develop an awareness of Hispanic culture and 

history.  For this reason, we have also included recommendations to help you broaden this knowledge independently. 

 

¡Esperamos que aprovechéis de esta oportunidad! 

 

WHAT YOU WILL STUDY 

    

Course content 

Spanish A-Level is an opportunity to develop your language skills while discovering Hispanic culture and debating 

exciting and diverse topics such as politics, culture and social issues. In addition to aspects of Spanish-speaking 

society, artistic culture, and politics, you will also study two cultural works during the course.  These could include 

modern or classic literature and a film. 

 

Finally, in the second year, you will conduct individual research on a subject of personal interest, relating to Spain or 

the Hispanic world.  During the speaking exam, you will give a two-minute presentation followed by 10 minutes of 

discussion of their research topic. The topic could be a political figure, a writer, an artist, a movement, an issue (e.g. 

animal rights) or a comparison between an aspect of Spanish and British society (e.g. attitudes to religion). 

 

Assessment 

The assessment takes the form of three terminal exams, testing your speaking, listening, reading, writing and 

translation skills, as well as your cultural knowledge.  The weighting of each paper is as follows: 

 

Unit 1 Listening, Reading & Writing (including translation)   2hrs and 30 mins 40% of final grade 

Unit 2 Writing (essays on cultural works)    2 hours  30% of final grade 

Unit 3 Speaking       22 minutes 30% of final grade 
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MATERIALS TO BUY  

 

Textbooks and Language Resources – Optional  

Students will be given logins to access these online, but may wish to purchase a hard copy 

 AQA A Level Year 1 and AS Spanish Student Book: 

https://global.oup.com/education/product/9780198366904/?region=uk 

 AQA A Level Year 2 Spanish Student Book: 

https://global.oup.com/education/product/9780198366874/?region=uk 

 

Literary Texts and Films – Essential 

Students will be expected to refer to these for classwork and homework 

 Book: La Casa de Bernarda Alba, Federico García Lorca 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Casa-Bernarda-Federico-Garc%C3%ADa-Lorca/dp/1520393776/  

 Modern Languages Study Guides: La casa de Bernarda Alba, Sebastian Bianchi, Mike Thacker 

https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/languages/products/16-18/modern-languages-study-guides-la-

casa-de-bernarda  

 Film: El laberinto del fauno, Guillermo del Toro 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/El-Laberinto-del-Fauno-Labyrinth/dp/B000QYKDFC  

 Modern Languages Study Guides: El laberinto del fauno, José Antonio García Sánchez, Tony Weston 

https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/languages/products/16-18/modern-languages-study-guides-el-

laberinto-del-fau  

 

 

APPS TO DOWNLOAD 

 

 Memrise: Memrise is an app that will help you to widen your vocabulary.  You can download it at this website: 

https://www.memrise.com/apps/.  Once you have done so, you will be able to join our class by clicking on this 

link: https://www.memrise.com/group/347972/.  Through the app, you can monitor your progress on the topic 

vocabulary and compete with your classmates.  We recommend that you aim to accumulate 20000 points per 

week.  Enjoy! 

 WordReference: WordReference is an online dictionary with a conjugation tool and discussion forums verified 

by translators and linguists.  You can download the app here: https://www.wordreference.com/ 

 Linguee: Linguee is an advanced translation tool that provides “in context” interpretations of words and 

phrases.  You can download the app here: https://www.linguee.com. 

 

 

WEBSITES TO VISIT 

 

Things to revise 

✓ Present: https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/z7kgjhv/revision/1 

✓ Preterite: https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/znmwhbk/revision/1 

✓ Imperfect: https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zryhgwx/revision/1 

✓ Simple future: https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zrvprj6/revision/1 

✓ Near future: https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zrvprj6/revision/1 

✓ Conditional: https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zjkgjhv/revision/1 

✓ Perfect: https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/znxjpg8/revision/1 

✓ Advanced tenses: https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zddc7nb/revision/1 

 

https://global.oup.com/education/product/9780198366904/?region=uk
https://global.oup.com/education/product/9780198366874/?region=uk
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Casa-Bernarda-Federico-Garc%C3%ADa-Lorca/dp/1520393776/
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/languages/products/16-18/modern-languages-study-guides-la-casa-de-bernarda
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/languages/products/16-18/modern-languages-study-guides-la-casa-de-bernarda
https://www.amazon.co.uk/El-Laberinto-del-Fauno-Labyrinth/dp/B000QYKDFC
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/languages/products/16-18/modern-languages-study-guides-el-laberinto-del-fau
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/languages/products/16-18/modern-languages-study-guides-el-laberinto-del-fau
https://www.memrise.com/apps/
https://www.memrise.com/group/347972/
https://www.wordreference.com/
https://www.linguee.com/
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/z7kgjhv/revision/1
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/znmwhbk/revision/1
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zryhgwx/revision/1
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zrvprj6/revision/1
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zrvprj6/revision/1
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zjkgjhv/revision/1
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/znxjpg8/revision/1
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zddc7nb/revision/1
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Things to watch 

 A Brief History of Spain (4:54): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kbf_PfkYp2Q 

 Spanish TV stations: http://www.rtve.es/television/ (A bit like BBC iPlayer) 

 Spanish shows on your favourite streaming services: https://www.secondhalftravels.com/spanish-language-tv-

shows-netflix/ and  https://www.secondhalftravels.com/best-spanish-tv-shows-amazon-prime/ 

 Spanish TV and film: https://www.wondershare.com/tv/websites-to-watch-free-spanish-tv-movies.html 

 

 

Things to read 

 BBC news in Spanish: https://www.bbc.com/mundo (mostly Latin American) 

 “Serious” Spanish newspapers: http://www.elmundo.es/ and http://www.elpais.com/ 

 More light-hearted Spanish news: http://www.20minutos.es/ 

 Spanish gossip magazine: http://www.hola.com/ 

 

 

Things to listen to 

  Spanish charts: https://los40.com/ 

  Spanish radio: http://www.radio-espana.es/ 

 

 

Accounts to follow 

 @Spain - The official Twitter for tourism in Spain  

 @LaFraseDelDia - A Spanish site that tweets inspirational sayings for each day.  

 @spanishlanguage – Learn the language with free resources, social media, and research-based software that 

works. Tweets expressions, phrases, words and articles in Spanish.  

 @spanishaddicts – El español de la calle (typical spoken spanish). Esto no son simples traducciones literales, 

es mucho más que eso. Spanish phrases, vocab, articles and more.  

 @muyinteresante – Revista de ciencia, historia, tecnología, salud, psicología, innovación y curiosidades. A 

Spanish news organisation that tweets in Spanish only.  

 @VamosSpanish– A word a day goes a long way! Use this online resource to enhance your Spanish learning 

and ask questions. Tweets words and phrases and translates them. Also tweets other facts and grammar.  

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kbf_PfkYp2Q
http://www.rtve.es/television/
https://www.secondhalftravels.com/spanish-language-tv-shows-netflix/
https://www.secondhalftravels.com/spanish-language-tv-shows-netflix/
https://www.secondhalftravels.com/best-spanish-tv-shows-amazon-prime/
https://www.wondershare.com/tv/websites-to-watch-free-spanish-tv-movies.html
https://www.bbc.com/mundo
http://www.elmundo.es/
http://www.elpais.com/
http://www.20minutos.es/
http://www.hola.com/
https://los40.com/
http://www.radio-espana.es/
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SUMMER TASK 

 

In addition to the information in this pack, your teacher will provide you with an activity booklet to complete over the 

summer holidays.  Your teacher has designed the tasks to help you begin the A-Level course fully prepared!  It is 

therefore essential that you complete this work to a high standard and within the specified deadline.  

 

¡Mucha suerte y hasta pronto! 

 

 

Task 1: Presentation 

 

Instructions 

Choose the topic from year 1 that most interests you and research an aspect of it.  Prepare a short 

presentation based on what you have learned.  You will share your presentation with your class in the 

first lesson in September.    

 

Your presentation must: 

✓ Be in Spanish 

✓ Last a minimum of 2-3 minutes  

✓ Relate to Spain or a Spanish-speaking country 

✓ Demonstrate more than a basic knowledge of your 

chosen topic 

✓ Include visual aids (such as a ppt or handout)  

Your presentation could: 

 Include audio-visual material or props 

 Be quirky or humorous 

 Involve audience participation 

 

 

 

Year 1 Topics: 

 

Los valores tradicionales y modernos 

• Los cambios en la familia 

• Actitudes hacia el matrimonio/el divorcio 

• La influencia de la Iglesia Católica 

El ciberespacio 

• La influencia de internet 

• Las redes sociales: beneficios y peligros 

• Los móviles inteligentes en nuestra sociedad 

La igualdad de los sexos 

• La mujer en el mercado laboral 

• El machismo y el feminismo 

• Los derechos de los gays y los transgénero 

La influencia de los ídolos 

• Cantantes y músicos 

• Estrellas de televisión y cine 

• Modelos 

La identidad regional en España 

• Tradiciones y costumbres 

• La gastronomía 

• Las lenguas 

El patrimonio cultural 

• Sitios turísticos y civilizaciones prehispánicas 

• Arte y arquitectura 

• El patrimonio musical y su diversidad 

 

Remember! 

Research is not about copying and pasting, and printing loads of pages out of the internet!  It is about reading, finding 

the information that you need and using your own words.  The new A-Level exam requires very strong cultural 

knowledge so this is your chance to start to find out about the culture, traditions and history of the language that you 

are about to study. 
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Task 2: Vocabulary challenge 

 

Instructions 

1. Memrise is an app that will help you to widen your vocabulary.  You can download it at 

this website: https://www.memrise.com/apps/. Once you have done so, join our group 

by clicking on the following link: https://www.memrise.com/group/347972/. 

2. Click on the courses provided and aim to accumulate a minimum of 20,000 points per 

week across the summer break.   

3. Your teacher will check your progress at the end of the holidays by looking at your 

overall score, which should be at least 120,000 points! 

 

Task 3: Writing 

 

Instructions 

Over the summer, watch (or rewatch!) El laberinto del fauno, and write a review of the film. You must present your 

review as a page from a magazine/website and write approximately 200-400 words.  

 

Your review must include: 

✓ Basic information about the film (director, year of release, etc) 

✓ An image/images from the film 

✓ An outline of the story/themes 

✓ A description of at least two of the main characters 

✓ Your personal reaction to the film 

✓ Whether you would recommend it and to whom 

 

 

Deadlines 

 

Deadline for all tasks:  Your first lesson in September 

 

Your teacher has designed the tasks to help you begin the A-Level course fully prepared!  It is therefore essential 

that you complete this work to a high standard and within the specified deadline.  

 

¡Mucha suerte y hasta pronto! 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.memrise.com/apps/
https://www.memrise.com/group/347972/
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How to Make Effective Notes 
 

Research, reading and note taking are essential skills for A-Level study, the Cornell method is proven to be very 

effective strategy for note taking for all your subjects.  I would suggest you try using it to support your work. 

 

 

1. Divide your paper into three sections 

• Draw a dark horizontal line about 5 or 6 lines from the 
bottom. Use a heavy magic marker to draw the line so 
that it is clear. 

• Draw a dark vertical line about 2 inches from the left side 
of the paper from the top to the horizontal line. 

  

 

 

2. Document 

• Write course name, date, and topic at the top of each 
page. 

 

 

3. Write notes 

• The large box to the right is for writing notes 

• Skip a line between ideas and topics 

• Don't use complete sentences. Use 
abbreviations, whenever possible. Develop a 
shorthand of your own, such as using "&" for the 
word "and". 
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4. Review and Clarify 

• Review the notes as soon as possible after class 
• Pull out main ideas, key points, dates, and people, 

and write these in the left column 

  
 

5. Summarise 

• Write a summary of the main ideas in the bottom 
section. 

  

 

6. Study your notes 

• Re-read your notes in the right column. 
• Spend most of your time studying the ideas in the left 

column and the summary at the bottom. These are 
the most important ideas and will probably include 

most of the information that you will be tested on. 

  

  

  

 

Images taken from http://coe.jmu.edu/learningtoolbox/cornellnotes.html 

http://coe.jmu.edu/learningtoolbox/cornellnotes.html

