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Welcome

P1

Welcome to the Primary phase of Samuel Ryder Academy. 

It is our aim to be a school where the children feel valued, confident and happy and 
our work begins by building upon the many skills you have fostered in your child 
at home.

We understand that choosing a school for your child is a big decision and hope that 
this prospectus, and also our website, gives you some insight into the organisation 
of the school, our values and the facilities that we can offer you and your child.

We aim to cultivate a positive attitude that combines high standards with a serious 
application to work, within a highly supportive and encouraging environment where 
each and every child feels safe, happy, valued and able to explore their full potential.

We also place high importance on parental engagement and believe that a strong 
partnership between home and school is vital. Parents are always most welcome in 
our school and we value their feedback and involvement in school life.

It is impossible to convey the friendly, caring atmosphere of the school or the 
commitment and enthusiasm of our staff so I do hope that you can come and visit 
us so that you can see the ‘Samuel Ryder experience’ for yourselves.

 

 

The headteacher, supported by a highly effective leadership team
has driven improvements in all aspects of the school’s work.
Ofsted 2016
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We have become a highly successful 
school that has seen year-on-year 
improvements in student achievement 
at both the primary and secondary 
phases, including our increasingly 
successful Sixth Form provision. In 2016 
Ofsted inspectors visited the Academy 
and judged us to be ‘Good with 
Outstanding features’.

The Ofsted report praised the teaching 
staff in a number of areas and gave 
particular praise to the leadership and 
management within the school which it 
judged to be ‘Outstanding’ – the highest 
accolade given by Ofsted.

Our staff are at the cutting edge of 
teaching and learning and as a school 
with specialisms in English and new 
technologies our students benefit from 
the very latest technology to support 
learning within the classroom and 
we ensure that literacy is embedded 
throughout all areas of our curriculum.

The Primary school is in a unique 
position where it benefits from having 
access to the exceptional range of 
facilities across the school and also the 
expertise that is provided through the 
Academies Trust whilst also being  
able to provide its students with the  
self-contained Primary classrooms and 
facilities that you would expect to find in 
a Primary school.

Furthermore, as an all-through school 
we are uniquely placed to ensure the 
best possible progression for our 
students as they move through the Key 
Stages. Staff in all areas will know the 
children well which makes it far easier 
and more comforting for children as they 
progress through the various stages of 
their education. It also helps to avoid the 
dips in achievement that you traditionally 
see as students move up from Primary 
school into Secondary education.

Overview

Samuel Ryder Academy is an ‘all-through’ school providing a high 
quality education for children between the ages of 4 and 19 on the 
same site.

P4
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Academically
• Achieve high standards in relation to  
 talents and ability in every area of  
 the curriculum.

• Become effective, articulate and fluent  
 communicators through written and  
 spoken word.

• Have begun to develop the critical  
 thinking skills that support reasoned  
 and rational thought.

• Become independent learners with  
 the skills to play and learn.

• Become fluent readers. 

Socially/Personally
• Feel confident and valued as an  
 individual, secure in relationships  
 with peers and adults.

• Adopt a respectful caring and   
 responsible attitude to life.

• Develop the curiosity and   
 perseverance necessary for life  
 long learning.

• Give expression to a wide variety  
 of talents.

• Be able to remember their Primary  
 school years with a smile. 
 
 
 

Spiritually, Culturally and  
in Citizenship
• Be aware and respectful of the   
 diversity of religions and cultures  
 within society and feel safe with  
 his/her own beliefs.

• Develop inner strength from a growing  
 understanding of morals and choice.

• Be aware of the responsibilities of  
 citizenship locally and globally. 

Physically
• Understand the basic principles of  
 maintaining good health.

• Have been given the opportunity to  
 acquire skills and a liking for  
 physical activities.

Vision and values

Our vision for the school is to produce responsible young people of 
whom we can all be proud, who have achieved more than they ever 
believed possible and who are prepared to make a contribution to 
their local, national and global communities.

Samuel Ryder Academy | Primary Prospectus
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The curriculum is the medium through 
which the school sets out to achieve 
these aims and the ethos of the school 
is determined by the manner in which 
the curriculum is delivered, and by those 
values and attitudes which underpin the 
teaching and learning.

At Samuel Ryder Academy we have 
a very clear set of values regarding 
the children’s learning which can be 
summed up by ‘ACE’: Achievement, 
Care and Excellence. ACE underpins 
everything that we do and provides 
a secure basis for all to strive and 
accomplish and runs across both 
phases of the Academy.

Achievement in academic, artistic, 
sporting, cultural and other forms with  
a focus on teaching and learning.

Care for students, staff and others 
beyond the Academy community.

Excellent standards, manners, honesty, 
personal integrity and uniform.

Our vision for our school is to produce 
responsible young people of whom we 
can all be proud, who have achieved 
more than they ever believed possible 
and who are prepared to make a 
contribution to their local, national and 
global communities.

P6
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Before starting in Reception there will 
be a series of meetings for parents and 
children alike which will provide you with 
opportunities to talk to the staff and ask 
any questions regarding the Early Years 
Foundation Stage approach and our 
starting and settling-in procedures. 

Parents will also have the option of a 
home visit at the start of the Reception 
year where we have the chance to see 
your child in their home environment 
where they are relaxed and at ease. 
This gives us the opportunity to talk to 
parents on a more private level and to 
find out more about your  
child’s personality. 

 

You can help your child to settle in to a 
routine more easily if you can encourage 
him/her to be independent and be able 
to do the following things: 

• Respond to their name
• Go to the toilet alone
• Wash their hands
• Put their coat and shoes on
• Tidy toys away

Starting school

Samuel Ryder Academy | Primary Prospectus
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Pupils currently in key stages 1 and 2 
are making good progress from their 
starting points. The proportion of pupils 
who had met the expected standard in 
the Year 1 phonics screening check was 
above the national average 
 
Ofsted 2016
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We want Samuel Ryder Academy to be 
a friendly, welcoming place where the 
children feel happy and safe. You are 
welcome to stay for a short time and 
settle your child at the start of the day. 

We do not admit all of the children on 
the same day. The intake is staggered 
and gives you, your child and the staff 
the chance to get to know each other 
and to settle into the Reception class  
as smoothly as possible.

Your child may take a few weeks to 
settle, even if he/she have been to a 
pre-school before. If your child becomes 
upset then please talk to the staff about 
the best way to help them settle in.

Settling in Reception children

P8

primary_prospectus_v1_2016.indd   10 04/11/2016   16:58



It aims to develop each child to their 
full potential by offering a ‘principled 
play based approach to learning and 
development’. Young children learn 
best through play. Our Early Years 
practitioners will be able to provide 
your child with appropriate play and 
learning experiences for their stage of 
development and help them develop 
new skills. The activities that are 
provided for young children will underpin 
the skills they need to work towards the 
Early Learning Goals at the end of their 
Reception year at school. 

The EYFS curriculum enables 
practitioners to recognise your child’s 
strengths and areas where they need 
more support to develop new skills. For 
young children it is important that they 
are made to feel safe and secure in their 
surroundings. This is aided by having 
a key person within the class who gets 
to know you and your child well and 
builds a positive relationship with you 
as a family. In the Reception at Samuel 
Ryder your Key Worker will be the class 
teacher and the teaching assistant in 
your class. 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

The EYFS sets the standards for learning, development and care for 
children from birth until the end of the Reception year of  
Primary school. 

Samuel Ryder Academy | Primary Prospectus
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The areas of learning and development 
are broken into 7 areas. Three areas 
are particularly important for igniting 
children’s enthusiasm for learning and 
these are the 3 prime areas of 

• communication and language

• physical development

• personal, social and emotional   
 development.

Leaving four specific areas through 
which the three prime areas are 
strengthened and applied. These four 
areas are:

• Literacy 

• Mathematics 

• Understanding the world

• Expressive arts and design 

 

All areas of learning and development 
are important and interconnected and 
many activities will cover many of the 
areas. Each area is divided into stages 
of development and our practitioners are 
able to identify resources and learning 
opportunities for individual children 
dependent on their developmental needs. 

The EYFS also encourages practitioners 
and parents/carers to work together. 
For you this means the opportunity for 
you to input information about your 
child’s development in discussions with 
your class teacher. At Samuel Ryder 
Academy we have an open door policy 
which means we are always ready to 
help and discuss any thoughts  
or concerns.

P10
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The curriculum at Samuel Ryder Academy 
is exciting, interesting and engaging so 
that children are curious and want to learn. 
We want children to come home from 
school excited about what they are learning 
about. We also want our curriculum to be 
about raising standards. Our curriculum 
is skills based, with a focus on improving 
key subject skills. This is so that children 
gain the subject knowledge, skills and 
understanding appropriate to their stage  
of development.

Each term every class centres much of their 
work around a particular topic. English, 
science, history, geography, art, maths, 
dance, drama and indeed all aspects of the 
curriculum may be linked to the topic. This 
means that the children are still taught the 
nine subjects of the National Curriculum 
but in a thematic approach. English and 
mathematics will still be delivered daily 
and developed to ensure children learn the 
essential basic skills necessary in order for 
them to succeed when they move on to the 
secondary phase of their education. 

Personal, Social, Health and Emotional 
Education (PSHE), Religious Education (RE) 
and Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) will 
be taught in addition to the above subjects.

Religious Education will be taught in 
accordance with the Hertfordshire Agreed 
Syllabus. The school has no affiliation 
with any religious denomination and RE 
is broadly based. Specialist teaching will 
also be delivered in a range of subjects and 
contexts, for example MFL. This specialist 
teaching will build on the learning delivered 
by the Primary class teachers.

As part of our approach to learning, we 
believe that experiences outside the 
classroom are vital to children’s learning. 
Class outings and visitors are an integral 
part of our curriculum supporting the 
children’s learning and development 
and our assemblies give the children 
opportunities to present their learning 
through drama, dance, song and 
presentation of written and artistic work.

Key Stages 1 and 2 curriculum

At Samuel Ryder Academy we employ a Creative Curriculum. Central to this 
is the belief that children bring with them to school considerable and varied 
backgrounds of knowledge and experience, which are not initially differentiated 
in the child’s mind into subject areas. Topic work provides a means of building 
on such experiences and for introducing children to important areas contained 
within separate subjects in an integrated way. We aim to provide children with 
the ability to meet the unknown challenges of the twenty-first century. We focus 
on developing children’s learning capacity so that they can become positive, 
responsible citizens who can work and co-operate with others while at the same 
time developing their knowledge and skills, in order to be the best they can be.

Samuel Ryder Academy | Primary Prospectus
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Pupils achieve well in all parts of the 
school as a result of effective teaching 
 
Ofsted 2016
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English
Our English programme includes a balance 
of reading, writing, spelling, speaking and 
listening. Key skills of grammar, punctuation 
and spelling are explicitly taught.

Mathematics
Our Mathematics programme includes oral 
work, mental calculation, computational 
skills and problem-solving in a variety of 
contexts. We teach maths throughout 
the week and over each term, covering 
numbers, shape, space, measurement and 
data-handling.

Science
Science enables children to make sense of 
the world around them. The development of 
a scientific, investigative approach supports 
their learning by encouraging their  
natural curiosity.

Religious Education
Religious Education shares common 
ground with other areas of the curriculum 
and ‘religious’ issues may be included in 
other subjects. Nevertheless, RE is also 
addressed as an identifiable area within 
our curriculum planning and our provision 
reflects the Agreed Syllabus.

Technology
Technology prepares children to live and 
work in an increasingly technological world. 
This subject gives pupils the opportunity 
and capability to solve problems, to 
design and make and to test products and 
solutions for themselves.

 

Computing
Computing supports the whole curriculum. 
Each class has a set of mobile devices 
available to support the children’s teaching 
and learning. We have a policy for the 
managed use of the internet.

History and Geography
History and Geography are taught as 
part of wider themes. Direct teaching, 
investigations and visits develop the child’s 
views of the past and the present.

Music, Art and Physical Education
These subjects are an important part of 
our curriculum. We believe that every child 
should have regular access to the arts 
in order to develop as a whole person. 
Physical fitness and physical awareness are 
important in developing a healthy lifestyle.  
A range of dance, gym, sports and 
swimming will be covered.

Sex Education
Sex Education is part of our broader 
Personal, Social and Health Education 
programme and will be dealt with in 
accordance with the Governing  
Body’s policy.

Additional Needs and Equal 
Opportunities
This is central to all our curriculum planning 
and practice. Additional needs are identified 
early on and learning programmes are 
designed to support the specific needs 
of the individual. Parents/carers will be 
partners in this process at each stage. We 
are committed to equal opportunities for all 
regardless of disability, gender and ethnicity. 

P12
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Extra-curricular opportunities

Children at Samuel Ryder Academy are very fortunate to have a
wide range of extra-curricular opportunities which change depending
upon the children’s interests and the time of year. The activities can
include: music, gymnastics, drama, football, cooking and art.

P13
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Care, guidance and support

Success in learning is achieved when 
children have the appropriate care, 
guidance and support to focus on 
their learning. By treating the pupils as 
individuals and working closely with 
their families we can create confident, 
self-assured children, who feel safe 
in school and are able to express and 
enjoy themselves.

We offer plentiful opportunities both 
inside and outside the classroom plus 
extra-curricular activities which help to 
develop the children personally  
and academically.

Samuel Ryder Academy’s caring ethos 
coupled with a committed and talented 

staff creates a place where pupils are 
motivated to do their best.

Where necessary the school will contact 
external agencies to provide advice, 
support and assessment services. 

The class teacher would then support 
the child with a specific programme of 
learning based upon the needs of the 
child and the advice of the SENCO/ 
external agencies. The SENCO/ 
Inclusion Manager will be involved 
with the class teaching assistant and 
together they will work with the pupil 
and parents to ensure that the specific 
targets are being addressed and that 
good progress is being made.

P14
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Special educational needs and disabilities

At Samuel Ryder we do our very best to cater for the individual needs of every child 
and we work very closely with parents to ensure that they make good progress and 
that they feel safe, happy, supported and motivated to learn.

Additional support is given to those who have special educational needs or 
disabilities and the level of support provided depends upon the individual needs of 
the child. We aim to identify the children who would benefit from additional support 
as soon as possible so that planning can be adapted accordingly, allowing the child 
to make good progress at their level.

Assessment

Assessment is a key part of the children‘s development as an individual. After each 
lesson, the teachers assess the progress the children have made to decide their 
next steps. These assessments feed into individual pupil records which are part of 
the formal assessment process.  
 
Formal assessment 
There are three occasions when the children are formally assessed in their Infant 
years, the end of Reception, the Summer term of Year 1 and at the end of Year 2. 
In Reception, the children‘s progress is assessed against the criteria for the seven 
areas of learning in the Foundation Stage Profile. 

In the Summer term of Year 1 the children undertake a Phonics test. This typically 
happens in the month of June and the results are given to parents at the end of that 
academic year.

At the end of Year 2, the children are assessed against the criteria for the end of 
Key Stage 1 in the areas of Speaking and Listening, Reading, Writing, Maths and 
Science. The information is provided to parents and used to create national data, 
but the results are not published at this stage.

Samuel Ryder Academy | Primary Prospectus
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Facilities and resources

P16

primary_prospectus_v1_2016.indd   18 04/11/2016   16:58

Our purpose built state-of-the-art new Primary school opened in January 2014. The 
classrooms are light, spacious and have ample outdoor space for the children to 
play and explore. Each classroom has WiFi and is fitted with the latest teaching 
resources and technology to support learning. Every effort has been made to make 
sure that the facilities available in classrooms can enhance the children’s enjoyment 
and learning process.

In addition to this the new Primary school has two playgrounds and a dedicated 
outside play space for the Early Years Foundation Stage, allowing for easy access 
to the outdoor learning spaces. The Primary school offers the pupils and staff first 
class modern facilities with the latest technological resources within a bright, airy 
and purposeful environment.

The Primary pupils are also able to take advantage of the superb facilities which 
exist within the secondary school such as sports halls, science laboratories, new 
heated indoor swimming pool and drama and dance studios. These exceptional 
facilities are not normally found in a Primary school and help to accelerate the 
children’s learning and enhance their enjoyment of the learning process.



Children start to come into school from 8.40am 

Reception session times
Morning 8.50am - 11.30am
Morning break 10.15am - 10.45am (staggered depending on year group)

Lunchtime 11:30am - 12:30pm (staggered depending on year group)

Afternoon session 12.30pm - 3:20pm

  
  

 
 

Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 times 

Morning 8.50am - 11.30am
Morning break 10.15am - 10.45am (staggered depending on year group)

Lunchtime 11:30am - 12:30pm (staggered depending on year group)

Afternoon session 12.30pm - 3:20pm
Afternoon break 2.00pm - 2:15pm

 

  

 

The school day

ACE Club – wraparound care

 

Samuel Ryder Academy | Primary Prospectus
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We have a wraparound care facility 
which is called ACE Club. The aim of 
Ace Club is to provide a happy, safe and 
stimulating environment for children 
before and after school.

ACE Club runs from 7:30am to 8:40am 
and 3:20pm to 6:30pm and the provision 
has an indoor and outdoor learning space. 
The pupils are also offered breakfast and 
afternoon meals. Throughout the week the 
children can engage in a variety of 
creative and fun activities or just spend 
the time relaxing, socialising with their 
peers or completing school work.

In addition to Ace Club, teachers at 
Samuel Ryder Academy also run a wide 
range of activities from the end of the 
school day.

If you are interested in booking a place or
have any further queries, please contact:

ACECLUB@samuelryderacademy.co.uk
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Absence
Normally if a child is absent from 
school for any reason, we ask parents 
to telephone on the day of each illness 
and inform the school. On the child‘s 
return to school, if 3 days or more have 
elapsed, a written explanation needs 
to be sent with the child so this can be 
entered as an official absence on the 
attendance register. We operate a “first 
day response” system which means that 
the Attendance Officer will call parents 
on the first day a child is off to ascertain 
the reasons for the absence.

Absence from school for reasons 
other than illness
We strongly discourage parents and 
students from taking time off during 
term time, for very good reasons. Such 
absence both undermines the ethos 
of the school and is proven to lead to 
student underachievement. It is no 
longer DfE policy to authorise leave of 
absence during term time unless there 
are exceptional circumstances and, 
where such authorisation is granted, it 
can only be to a maximum of 10 days.  
Leave of absence must be applied for 
well in advance, preferably at least a 
month, to the Headteacher. Parents 
do not have a right to take children on 
holiday or on any other social activity 
in term time. Leave of absence will 
not usually be authorised unless the 
Headteacher judges the circumstances 
to be exceptional.

We are always grateful to parents 
for their support of school policy in 
areas such as behaviour, uniform, 
home learning and avoiding term 
time absences. These are important 
aspects of school life and show parents’ 
willingness to support Samuel Ryders’ 
drive for excellent standards. We hope 
that parents will understand when 
requests for absence are refused.

Admissions
‘Starting School’ packs are sent out 
automatically by Hertfordshire County 
Council to families who have children 
due to start Reception class. Samuel 
Ryder Academy uses the Local 
Authorities criteria for Admissions to 
Primary Schools as the basis for the 
allocation of children. 

Please note Samuel Ryder Academy 
does not keep a waiting list, allocations 
are made by Hertfordshire County 
Council Admissions team.
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Attendance
It is essential that the children have good 
attendance to take full advantage of the 
learning experiences available to them. 
It is a requirement of the Academy that 
children should have minimum of 96% 
attendance. The Academy does employ 
a Home-School Attendance Officer 
who will contact parents if a child’s 
attendance slips below this percentage.

Child protection
We have a detailed child protection 
policy which reflects our duty of care for 
our children and highlights the strategies 
we would use based on DfE guidance.

All parents need to understand that 
schools have a duty to safeguard and 
promote the welfare of children who 
are their pupils, that this responsibility 
necessitates a child protection policy 
and procedures, and that a school may 
need to share information and work in 
partnership with other agencies  
when there are concerns about a  
child‘s welfare.

We seek to protect every child in our 
care and put their interests first. We have 
a designated teacher for child protection 
who is known to all staff.

Coming to school
Normally children enter Reception in 
the year of their 5th birthday where they 
spend three terms in reception. This 
then marks the end of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage and they then move 
with their year group to Year 1 of Key 

Stage 1. Each year group is organised 
into two classes of up to 30 children. 
The teachers work closely together in 
order to maintain the highest standard  
of education.

Communications with parents
A newsletter to parents goes out every
week telling them about activities in school.
Senior staff are also regularly in the
playground before and after school,
available to talk to parents.

Each class also produces a weekly class
blog to keep parents informed.

In addition, we also have the more 
formal opportunities for parents to hear 
how their children are progressing. In 
the Autumn and Spring terms, we have 
consultation evenings when parents 
have the opportunity to come and look 
at their children‘s work and discuss 
their progress with the teachers. In the 
Summer term, parents receive a written 
report that explains the progress the 
children have made in all areas  
of learning.

Diversity
The concept of equal opportunities is 
a priority in our school. All children and 
parents regardless of race, religion, 
ethnicity, disability and gender are 
welcome and will be encouraged to 
participate fully in the life of the school. 
We work to ensure that all individuals 
are valued and have the opportunity 
to develop their full potential within the 
context of mutual respect and fairness.
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Emergencies
Occasionally, accidents happen at 
school, or a child becomes unwell and 
it is necessary to contact a parent. It is 
very important that we have telephone 
numbers so that we can contact both 
parents and hopefully a further two 
contact numbers of friends or family 
who would be prepared to look after the 
child if the parents cannot be reached.

Governors
As an Academy we have our own 
Governing Body. This consists of 
volunteers nominated by the parents and 
school staff, plus governors co-opted for 
the skills they bring.

Our governors‘ names are listed on 
the school website. They are happy to 
discuss all aspects of the school. They 
have a legal responsibility to work as a 
body to manage the school, are actively 
involved in school life and attend training 
courses throughout their terms of office.

How can I support my child  
at home?
An essential part of the child‘s learning is 
for parents and carers to take time to talk 
to their young children and play with them 
on a daily basis. You are their role models 
and as such are uniquely placed to be a 
fundamental force in their development 
as people and their learning.

We encourage parents to read frequently 
with their children at home, play word 
games and help with their word list or 
spellings. We offer guidance on ways 
to do this. We also offer suggestions 
for reading and maths activities and 
ask parents to support the themes their 
children are studying by looking for 
opportunities to explore them further  
at home.

Medicine
We take children‘s welfare seriously 
and have a system of managing written 
agreements where children have to 
bring medicines into school. Children 
on a course of medicine are generally 
assumed to be not fit for school, but 
there are conditions like asthma or 
diabetes where we will help the children 
to manage their condition. Medicines 
can be brought to the school office 
clearly labelled. We have a consent form 
for all medicines, which is available at 
the school office and from the classroom 
teachers. Parents of children with other 
conditions, or regular medication, 
should discuss the problem with the 
class teacher before a course of action 
is decided upon. Children with asthma 
should have access to their inhalers at 
all times - we suggest they are kept in 
the teacher‘s cupboard. However it is 
a parent‘s responsibility to check the 
efficiency of inhalers, or indeed any 
other medicine held in school.

supporting activities in the class such as 
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Parent helpers in class
Our parent helpers are an essential 
part of the way we work in school. We 
believe our children learn best through 
practical experience, but we can only 
achieve this with the help of our parents 
in the classroom.

Parents can work in a variety of ways 
either with small groups of children, or 
making resources or joining the children 
on school visits.

Anyone who helps in school is given 
a copy of our volunteers‘ and visitors‘ 
policies and has to complete a DBS 
check (Criminal records check).

Parent Teachers Association
There is an active and passionate 
Parent Teachers Association (PTA) 
who are a driving force within the 
Academy. It comprises of both Primary 
and Secondary parents and is always 
looking for people to join their growing 

band irrespective of how much 
time can be committed. All parents 
are automatically members, with a 
committee elected at each Annual 
General Meeting. The committee 
coordinates with any parents who 
help with specific functions. The PTA 
is a proactive organisation who have 
contributed hugely to the experiences 
the children have had at school.

The School Office

am to 4.00pm Monday to Friday. Please 
note that during busy times at the 
beginning and end of the school day,  
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Personal safety
It is important that children with long 
hair have it tied back securely and that 
children do not wear jewellery or watches 
to school at any time. If any child has 
pierced ears, then the earrings will need 
to be either taken out for PE or covered 
with tape on the day the child has PE.
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Matt Gauthier  
Headteacher
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