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8TH OCTOBER 2018

DEAR PARENTS AND CARERS 
We have had another very busy week at Samuel Ryder Academy! 

 
 
 
 Alban Federation  Teacher Training

 
 

Samuel Ryder Academy is a member of  the Alban Federation partnership in the
area of teacher training. Each year the Federation trains a large number of adults

(51 in 2018/19), either straight from University with their degrees, or people who are
changing careers, and places them in a host school for the year to enable them to

complete their training and gain Qualified Teacher Status. All applications are
submitted through UCAS (the University Admission System) and this year, the

application window is scheduled to open on 9th October 2018, for courses starting in
September 2019. Courses are available in both Primary and Secondary

programmes, with salaries or bursaries available for suitably qualified candidates in
many subjects. 

 
If you are interested in becoming a teacher and would like to find out more about
how to apply and what is involved, we are holding an Open Morning on Saturday

13th October 2018 in the Sixth Form Centre at Sandringham School in St Albans. It
runs from 9.30am to midday and you are more than welcome to come along and

meet current trainees, senior school staff and federation team members. Equally, if
you know of anyone who is keen to train to teach, this will be a very useful event for

them to attend. 
 

Further details can be obtained from the school by contacting Nikki Ward or direct
from Alban Federation team via afgtpenquiries@sandringham.herts.sch.uk 
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Allergy News

Head Boy and Head Girl
2018/2019

Lucy Palmer Cooper 
I have been appointed as Head Girl for this academic year. I am currently studying History,
English Literature and Drama. During my time at Samuel Ryder Academy I have been given
many opportunities to develop my interests;one that I particularly enjoy is Drama. I have
participated in numerous school productions, musicals and showcases since the beginning
of my academic life. However, History is my main passion and I hope to study Military
History at University. One of my favourite pastimes is visiting museums and further
expanding my understanding of history. I have experience in leadership, formerly being a
member of both the Student Parliament and Cabinet.  
 
Marko Jurukovski 
My name is Marko and I am the current Head Boy. I am currently studying Maths, History
and Media and aspire to study Finance and Accounting/Economics at university. Some of
my interests include current economic affairs and changes due to the upcoming Brexit. I am
also interested in games, particularly the growing electronic sports industry. I am laso
interested in Photoshop and picture editing and I hope to further develop these skills.  
Lucy and I are both thrilled to be leading this year's Prefect Team and wish to raise
awareness for our chosen charities. 
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The school year typically begins with our annual House Games week. Students from
Year 1-13 have taken part in a wide range of sports ranging from dodgeball, rounders,
football,netball, cricket, swimming and basketball. Our youngest students also took
part in a wide range of 'challenge' events including skill and coordination based tasks.
A huge congratulations to Wordsworth house on winning this year. Well done to all
who took part and played a role in earning valuable points for their house 
 

House Games Week

House Tug of War
Our first staff event of the year kicks off with a test of teamwork, co-ordination and strength

- Tug of War! Each house competes against the other ones and are awarded points for
success and participation. Congratulations to Wordsworth house on winning this event.

Primary News

Year 6 to Year 7 School Guaranteed Place - deadline Wednesday 10th October 

 
As highlighted in the letter dated 21st September, please return your completed form informing

the school of your Year 7 choices and requesting a guaranteed place at Samuel Ryder Academy
to Main Reception by Wednesday 10th October.  Forms received after this date will not be

processed and your place will not be guaranteed. 
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This week, we have been thinking about ‘thoughtfulness’ and how we can be kind and
considerate to others at school, home and within the community.  
 
Book Covers 
 
This year, we are placing a great emphasis on presentation and looking after our school property.
 We are encouraging children to take pride in their work and look after their schoolbooks.   
To assist with helping us keep books clean and presentable, we would like to suggest that
parents purchase book covers for their child’s books.   These can be purchased from school for a
total of £3.00 and would ensure all the children’s books are protected.   
The covers will be re-used for any new books throughout the year.  The book covers will be
available to order on Parent Pay from the end of next week.  Your child will then receive their
book covers from school.  The book covers are already a requirement in the secondary phase
and we hope that you support us in striving to improve the preservation and presentation of our
children’s lovely books. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
•  
 
 
 

Open Mornings 
 
This year, we are inviting parents into school on a half term basis to share and
celebrate their children’s learning in school.  Children will enter school and register
as normal.  Parents will be permitted to enter the school at 9.00am through specific
entrances, which will be signposted on the day.  Parents of more than one child will
need to ensure time is shared equally between classes during the allocated times.
No parents will be permitted to remain in school after 9.30am.  At 9.30am parents
will exit the school through the Y1/Y5 entrance and the main primary gate.  
 
The Primary Open Morning in this half term will take place on Friday 19th October
2018 at 9.00am-9.30am. 
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• Year 1/Y6 Curriculum Evening – Thursday 11th October - 6.30-7.30pm.  Parents to
enter through the main school Reception.  
• Durham Class Assembly - Friday 12th October – 9.00-9.20am.  
• Year 2/3 Curriculum Evening – Thursday 18th October - 6.30-7.30pm.  Parents to enter
through the main school Reception.  
• Year 4/5 Curriculum Evening – Thursday 25th October - 6.30-7.30pm.  Parents to enter
through the main school Reception.  
• Oxford Class Assembly –Friday 26th October – 9.00-9.20am.  
• Children are not permitted to play on any apparatus or within the school grounds at the
end of the school day.  The playgrounds are used by after school clubs and it essential for
parents to leave the school premises promptly in order to ensure the clubs run effectively
and safely. 
 
 
 
We hope you have a lovely weekend,  
 
Ms Shirazi and Miss Wood 
 

Year 6 Netball 
On Tuesday 2nd October 2018, Year 6 at Samuel Ryder had their first league netball
match against St Bernadettes. Although Samuel Ryder put in a good performance, St
Bernadettes walked away with the win 2-1.  
It was a great team effort but a few people deserve a special mention. Most valuable
player was given to Tyler Orchard. Tyler was fast around the court and made some
fantastic interceptions on the ball. Her drive and determination was to be admired.
The first goal of the league was scored by Lillia Davey. Well done Lillia! Sophia
Stacey gave a consistent performance throughout the game, with Eva Bates stepping
up her performance in the 2nd half of the game.  
As the first match in Year 6, we feel proud of our performance and look forward to
improving and building on our success.  
Eva Bates (Team Captain) and Grace Bilantz
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Secondary News
Cambodia Summer 2018!  
 Letter from Camps International

. 

We just wanted to say thank you for your support and to tell you about the impact your
school has made in Cambodia this summer. Now that all of our summer teams have arrived

home, we would like to take this opportunity to give you some feedback on what Louise
McMahon, Simon Tester and students achieved in Cambodia.  

What a blast! Through the sheer sweat (and sometimes) tears, your students have made a
huge and lasting positive impact on the lives of many rural Cambodians.  

Your teachers and students have been involved in shovelling, mixing, moulding and turning
out concrete ring after concrete ring, by hand. They have dug and squelched their way
metres down into the Cambodian soil to provide impoverished local families with clean

wells and drinking water, toilets and cess pits. This will massively impact on the health and
hygiene for the local communities. 

Not only have they worked hard at improving the lives of villagers, they have been digging
and planting Mahogany and Teak saplings, in order to redress the huge illegal logging and

deforestation issues that are rampant in Cambodia. We are delighted with your teams
effort, we estimate they planted around 250 trees - contributing to the 1,000's of trees

planted this summer by the 10 school teams in Cambodia. 
Interacting with the local children was a massive highlight for Samuel Ryder Academy

students. Whether it be playing volleyball or football, sitting quietly, plaiting hair, singing
songs or holding very animated 'hand' conversations, very special time was spent with the
local youngsters. This time allowed students to learn about the value of our own language

and how it can improve the lives and future employment opportunities for others.  
They have visited the awe- inspiring Angkor Wat Temple, Bayon Temple and Angkor Ta

Prohm and ticked them off their bucket list. They've learnt about the proud Angkor history of
a once truly great nation and then witnessed the cruelty and despair that was inflicted on

these gentle people by the Khmer Rouge at the S21 Prison and the Killing Fields. An
experience that few of them will ever forget. Being pushed to your limits and forced out of
your comfort zone is not something we usually enjoy, but your students did both of these!
They slept on mattresses on bare boards, washed in cold water, shared their living spaces
with mosquito's bugs, spiders and survived. They have eaten enough rice and chicken to

last them a lifetime and still came back for more. 



Living in or close to the local communities has enabled your students to really appreciate how
tough daily life can be, but at the same time, how resilient and strong the human spirit is in

order to overcome the adversities that life throws at us. We hope they have learnt many
lessons from this and will carry them in their hearts, to pull out, dust down and use whenever

they may need them in the future. 
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Student report
During the summer holidays of 2018, 11 Samuel Ryder Students,4 from Year 10, 4 from
Year 11 and 3 from Year 12 embarked on an expedition to Cambodia for a month. When
we were there we travelled to the capital, Phnom Penh, where we visited S21, which was
a large prison used to hold innocent victims during the Khmer Rouge. We also went to the

killing fields where the citizens of Cambodia were brutally murdered, also during the
Khmer Rouge. This was the hardest part of the expedition, learning about the cruel, unfair
lives the Cambodian people lived when Pol Pot reined the land. In the time of our visit we
also stayed at 2 camps: Camp Beng Mealea and Camp Beng Pae. During our stay there

we did community projects such as building a well, building a toilet and tree planting. Also,
we dug a 2 foot deep irrigation trench which was about 250 metres long and only took us 3

days. One of the highlights for many was the scuba diving off a small island called 'Koh
Rong Sanloem' where most of ust got the opportunity to witness exotic sea life like

pufferfish and seahorses. Most of us now are PADI qualified level 2 divers! On our second
to last day, we went to the stunning Angkor Wat temple in Siem Reap which is the biggest
temple in the world and it was amazing to see how such a complex temple was built in the
12th century with no heavy machinery. The experience was one all of us will never forget

and will talk about for many years to come.



SAMUEL RYDER 
ACADEMY  NEWSLETTER

. 

GCSE exams for EAL students
At Samuel Ryder Academy, we have many students who speak different languages at home and
the Modern Foreign Languages Department is delighted to offer these young people the
opportunity to take a GCSE in their home language at the end of Year 9. The GCSE is a valued
qualification in the United Kingdom. Students who take part not only gain experience of national
examinations earlier than their peers do but also, in our experience, excel. Indeed last year, the
attainment was 100% A* - C grades of which 75% was A*-A. If you would like your child to take
up this offer, please ask him/her to collect a letter from Ms Wrightson next week. 

Cake Sale

Austen and Dahl House raised £75.80 for Macmillan Cancer at The World's Biggest
Coffee Morning cake sale last Friday. Thank you to all those who donated cakes!

Artwork of the Week

Our artwork of the week this week is this amazing fish drawing by Maddie Eggers from
Year 9. Such a beautiful tonal drawing and the attention to detail is just incredible. Well

done Maddie!
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Football 
On Tuesday afternoon, our U16 footballers began their National Cup adventure. They had drawn
with Onslow St Audrey's in Round 2, away from home. The boys were still on a high from their
exploits in winning the District Cup last season. Samuel Ryder started the game well having early
chances and dealing with the bumpy pitch well. In the 20th minute, the deadlock was broken with
Brad Young finishing from close range. Shortly after, SRA were awarded a free kick 30 yards out.
harry Catterick took the resulting kick, drivi9ng the ball into the penalty area. The ball travelled too
close to the keeper and looked to have been gathered safely but an error from the Onslow goalie
saw him fumble the ball back into his own net. Suddenly SRA were 2-0 up and in control of the
game. The Onslow side came back strongly, trying to feed their strikers with long balls but SRA's
defence dealt well with the attacks successully. Shortly before half time, the referee awarded SRA
a penalty for a hand ball in the area. Captain Young stepped up and slotted the ball home, 3-0. The
second half saw Onslow try to get back in the game and after several attacks, they pulled a goal
back.  
SRA didn't panic and remained calm, playing some excellent football led by the outstanding Jack
Rickard in midfield. A flowing move, that involved most players touching the ball, saw an excellent
cross from Gabriel Pires finished at the back post by Oscar Drury. Game over. The boys now wait
to see who they get in round 3 of the draw. 
Mr. Pike 
 
Basketball 
On Wednesday evening the under 15 basketball team hosted St George's. In a closely contested
game, SRA finally came away with the spoils winning 28-24. The team built on their excellent result
from the week before where they had beaten Marlborough by 50 points. Again the team was led by
the outstanding talent that is Talles Zacharias. He contributed over half the teams points, as well as
being excellent in defence. He was helped by solid performances from MVP Grace Harkness who
scored a number of key baskets including the winning points. The team now look forward to their
next game.  
Mr Pike 
 

Sport
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Artwork of the Week

Our artwork of the week this week is this amazing fish drawing by Maddie Eggers from
Year 9. Such a beautiful tonal drawing and the attention to detail is just incredible. Well

done Maddie!

Netball 
Year 9 
On Wednesday, our Year 9  netball team  played a friendly match against
Marlborough. We also welcomed three new players to our team and we finished
with a score of 24-8! Fantastic win for the team and of course, our wonderful new
netballers! 
Gemma Kinnear (Team Captain) 
Year 8-11 Tournament 
On Wednesday 26 November, a handful of girls from Year 8+ competed in a
tournament at Woollam Playing Fields. With a log of hard effort, we were able to
secure 3rd place. Thank you to all the students who played and to the staff who
were willing to come and support. A special mention to Monet Bradshaw- Brown,
Ruby Peacock and Ashley Andrews for their excellent playing throughout, to Olivia
Frost and Maddy Baker as Captain, to Lara Croft for coming and supporting
despite her hand injury and to Ms Alder and Mr Walker for supporting and driving
us there.  
Daisy Page, 10 Hardy
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Trips
Ski trip to Andorra, Saturday 16th February 2019 - Saturday 23rd February 2019. 

If your child is in Year 8 or above and would like to join our Ski trip on the above
dates, please contact Mr Walker for further information 

Barcelona Trip  - Saturday 27th -Tues 30th April 2019 
If your child is in Year 9 and would like to join our Barcelona trip on the above dates,

please contact Mrs.Hobbs for further information.

Student Celebration

A huge congratulations to Skye Major in Year 12, Tae Kwon Doe English
Open Champion 2018 and her 2nd Dan black belt! Well done Skye!





Tilly's Dance and Yoga Factory - October Update
I hope you are all well and that your yogis are settling into their new classes at

school.  It's great to be back with them and we have lots of fun activities planned
this term.  I hope they will keep the children entertained whilst enjoying the many

benefits that yoga brings.  Every class is so unique and we love coming to the
school - whenever your class is, even if it's first thing in the morning, the

teachers look forward to the fun they have!  If anyone else would like to join our
classes, there are still spaces.  Please share with your friends and if anyone

wants to come, they can book directly at
https://www.tillysdancefactory.co.uk/school-yoga.  Or you can email me for more

details tillysdancefactory@hotmail.com. 
 

Friday After-school 
 

I am also very happy to say that I'm running a Halloween Performing Arts Camp
at Half Term.  It's over 3 days on 31st Oct, 1st & 2nd Nov, 10-4pm at Redbourn
Primary School.  We will have lots of spooky fun!  Please find more details and

book via my website  https://www.tillysdancefactory.co.uk/school-holiday-
workshops.  Places are limited so be sure to book soon to avoid disappointment! 

 
 

Love, Light & Namaste, 
Tilly & The Team 

www.tillysdancefactory.co.uk 
07792265256 


