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For all our school events, activities and class updates please click the links below:

SPRING TERM UPDATES

THIS WEEK'S UPDATE
This week has been British Science Week with the theme of ‘Growth’. The whole school has
embraced the subject, considering growth in a whole host of ways depending upon the year
group. We'd like to thank Andrew Tate from the Institute of Physics for providing a fantastic
session on problem solving and critical thinking to our Year 12 students. The above photo was
taken during their inspiring workshop! Our Year 11 and Sixth Form students studied the growth of
veganism. Our Year 9 and 10 students researched growing plants on different planets and growth
in space. Our Year 7 and 8 students looked into the growth of aviation - our Year 8 students even
finished their Science week competition with a flight contest! All week in form time, our secondary
students debated questions surrounding vaccines and their place in society. Primary considered
growth from the perspective of building new things. Our Year 5 Imperial class enjoyed using the
bioviewers to take a look at slides of: different cell structure, digestion, how living things breathe
and even human blood! They had a great time reading the information and finding out facts. All of
our Year 5 students have been celebrating Science Week using the Lego coding kits. Our Year 2
Green class explored the properties and uses of plastics; the children learnt the importance of
needing to identify the types of plastics to ensure they are recycled correctly. Our Year 1 students
had a great time exploring UV beads. Early years definitely enjoyed growing bubbles!  

Two weeks ago, we took some of our triple Year 9 and 10 students to GCSE Science Live in
London. This trip gave the students the opportunity to hear 5 top scientists who are all working at
the cutting edge of their specialism. Students also heard from a chief GCSE examiner who
provided guidance on how to be successful in their science exams. The day was a great success
and the students came away from the day enthusiastic and motivated in their science studies.

This week, our Year 8 students have enjoyed a memorable residential trip to PGL Liddington. They
have faced many challenges and relished them all with big smiles on their faces. Building, floating
(or not!), climbing and flying; our Year 8 students have made so many memories on their trip. We
have been so impressed with the students’ teamwork, resilience and general fantastic attitude!

 

 

21st-25th March -      House Dance Competition

21st-25th March -      Year 10: Work Experience Week

21st-25th March -      Secondary MFL Week

22nd March -             Multi-Cultural Day

23rd-24th March -     Year 11: GCSE Music

                                  Performance Exams

23rd March -              Year 7: This Girls Can in Herts

                                  Schools Festival @Wodson Park

                                  @ 9.30am-2.30pm

24th March -              Year 11: GCSE Dance

                                  Performance Exam

24th-25th March -      GCSE Food Tech Practical Exam

24th March -              Year 7: Parents' Consultation

                                  Evening @ 4pm-7pm

25th March -              Second-Hand Uniform Sale

              

Samuel Ryder Academy Newsletter

2021-2022 & 2022-2023 School term dates
available here.

Extra-curricular timetable is available here.

Whole school music extra-curricular timetable is
available here.

Primary school lunch menu is available here.

18th March 2022

Please check our school calendar for all events
taking place at Samuel Ryder Academy.

Please note that copies of all generic letters
sent home can be found here on our website.

 
BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK   

16th March -               Year 12 Careers Convention 

16th March -               Year 9 Business Language

                                   Champions Event

       

    

http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/386/news
http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/630/primary-news-and-year-group-information
https://www.facebook.com/SamuelRyderAcademy/
https://twitter.com/SRA_StAlbans
http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/630/primary-news-and-year-group-information
http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/630/primary-news-and-year-group-information
http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/630/primary-news-and-year-group-information
http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/359/term-dates
https://samuelryder.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/2021-2022-Extra-Curricular-Club-timetable-SPRING-TERM-new-format.pdf?t=1643189682
http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/618/music
https://samuelryder.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/School-Lunch-Menu-Winter-2021.pdf?t=1636634689?ts=1636634689
https://samuelryder.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/3-WK-MENU-POSTERS-A3-P-A-W-20-21-Multi-Choice.pdf?t=1631186074?ts=1631186074
http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/387/school-calendar-whats-on
http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/402/letters-home


WE ARE HIRING
WE ARE CURRENTLY RECRUITING FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED OR WOULD LIKE TO SHARE THESE POSITIONS

WITH FAMILY OR FRIENDS, PLEASE CLICK BELOW FOR MORE INFORMATION:

OFFICE MANAGER

COMPUTER SCIENCE TEACHER

PRIMARY TEACHER - YEAR 5 - MATERNITY COVER 

SRA ARTIST OF THE WEEK

If the ratio of A:B is 2:3 and the ratio of B:C is 5:7, what is the ratio of A:C? Please see our social media for the answer on Sunday!

IMPORTANT REMINDERS

HEADTEACHER'S AWARD

As you will be aware, the Prime Minister recently outlined the ‘Living with Covid’ plan. Some of the changes will affect what we do at Samuel Ryder Academy.

This update covers four main areas and will clarify the protocols moving forward.

1. Changes to testing

Up to this point we have been supplying secondary phase students with lateral flow testing kits to enable twice weekly asymptomatic testing. As of Monday

21st February, this testing is no longer a requirement for our students. The school will no longer receive supplies of lateral flow tests when the current supply

has been used.

2. Changes to self-isolation

From Thursday 24th February, the Government removed the legal requirement to self-isolate following a positive test. Students who test positive continue to

be advised to stay at home and avoid contact with other people for at least 5 full days, and then continue to follow the guidance up until day 10 or until they

have received 2 negative test results on consecutive days. So, for students at the Academy this means we will not change our approach. Students will still be

expected to isolate and will be provided with remote learning.

3. Ventilation

Ventilation continues to be one of the best ways of preventing the spread of Covid-19. We will be continuing to ventilate the school as much as possible.

4. Wearing of face coverings

It will continue to be down to the individual student in the secondary phase, if they wish to wear a mask.

We will contact you again as and when this guidance changes in the future.

Samuel Ryder Academy, St Albans Herts, AL15RA
Tel: 01727 859382 | Email: admin@samuelryderacademy.co.uk
Facebook: @SamuelRyderAcademy | Twitter: @SRA_StAlbans @SRAPrimary

Our Year 9 students have been studying the distinctive work of Sarah Graham. Celebrating nostalgia and childlike wonderment,
her work is a combination of vivid colours and realism and we feel that our students have really captured her style in their work.
Two wonderful examples are by Freddie K and Seren M of Year 9, using colour, pattern and a range of mediums. 
Samuel Ryder Academy's Online Art Gallery

COVID-19 UPDATE

Congratulations to students Sofia GB, Carolina W, Luca T,
Thomas D, Khadija H, Demi W, Yasmin F, Lexi H-S, Annabelle H,
Emily D, Annabelle F, Humera K, Kyeesha W, Rayhan M, Harry C,
Omar H, Yuki S-M, Marcos SB, Nila V, Innes D-W, Leila O-B,
Mya H, Simra N. They were presented with a Headteacher’s
Award for exemplary dedication and attitude ensuing
outstanding work in GCSE Design & Technology.

MATHEMATICS PUZZLE OF THE WEEK

CONSIDERATE DRIVING AND PARKING 

We encourage families to walk to school wherever possible and politely request that parents and visitors to the school drive, park and drop students to

school with thought and consideration for the children, adults and the local community. Please obey the restrictions in place and please do not park in an

obstructive manner or across driveways, stop traffic or block access to our local fire station in order to drop students to school.

ALLERGY AWARENESS

Packed lunches and snacks must be nut and sesame safe, please adhere to the ‘Exclusion Box’ on the Allergy Awareness Booklet which can be found via

this link.

https://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/391/current-vacancies/careers/1179/geography-teacher-maternity-cover
https://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/391/current-vacancies/careers/1173/office-manager
https://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/391/current-vacancies/careers/1195/computer-science-teacher
https://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/391/current-vacancies/careers/1190/primary-teacher-year-5
https://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/391/current-vacancies/careers/1190/primary-teacher-year-5
http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/390/school-gallery/cat/31/art-to-inspire
https://samuelryder.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Allergy-Awareness-Booklet-Revised-Feb-18-1.pdf?t=1544004165?ts=1579521517


A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PTA
 

Our Annual General Meeting was due to take place on Monday 14th March 2022 at 7pm. Unfortunately, we were unable to hold it as we did not have enough
people in attendance to make the meeting quorate. Our constitution requires us to have a minimum of 10 members at the AGM to be quorate and we only had

6 people present.
 

We have therefore rescheduled the AGM for 25th April 2022 at 7.00pm. We will make this a hybrid meeting, meaning that you can attend in person or virtually
via Teams. We are hoping that this will allow more people to be present.

 
At SRA, all parents and teachers are automatically members of the PTA. Therefore everyone can attend meetings and vote on issues such as how money is

spent or voting in new Officers at the AGM.
 

We read out a Chair Report, which summarises the past year and any plans for the future . There is also a report by the Treasurer setting out how much money
has been raised and how it was spent. These are genuinely really interesting!

 
Then existing Officers step down from their roles and the President of the PTA, Mr Gauthier,  takes over the meeting. It is at this point that anyone who wants
to take on one of the roles as an Officer, is nominated and then voted in. There is no pressure on anyone to be nominated just because you’re present and no

one is required to speak. The officer roles that need to filled are: Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary and Treasurer.
 

If no one stands for these roles, then the PTA must cease and any money on our account is handed over to the school. Even if we have people willing to take
the roles , they cannot be voted in unless we have enough people present to make the meeting quorate.

 
Obviously , we do not want to see this happen! As SRA PTA, we have been going since 2012, over that time we have raised over £100,000 and invested that

back into the school. This year alone we have invested £25,000 into the school. We have purchased equipment and experience days across nearly every
department in the school, both secondary and primary phases. These are over and above what the school is able to provide and enhances our children’s

education.
 

We do not only provide financial support for the school, but are very much part of the school community, which was our main priority over lockdown when
fundraising could not take place.

 
This really is a plea for your support at the AGM as otherwise the PTA will not be able to continue. We are always so well supported at our events and with

donations, so we are confident that it will not come to that!
 

Thank you!
Your PTA










