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9TH NOVEMBER 2018

DEAR PARENTS AND CARERS
 
 
 
I hope you all had a wonderful half-term break. 
 
We have received six nominations for the vacant Parent-Governor positions and on
Monday 12th November voting papers will be sent out via pupils.  We have two vacancies
and therefore each parent or carer may cast up to two votes.  The deadline for voting
papers to be received back is 12 pm on Monday 26th November.  Statements from each of
the candidates are included with the voting papers and it is clear we have a very strong
field of potential Governors.  Further details are on the letter accompanying the ballot
papers. 
 
As always,if you have any comments or suggestions, I would be pleased to hear from you,
please contact me at head@samuelryderacademy.co.uk 
 
Mr Gauthier 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parking
Please can we remind Parents/Carers to drive safely and to  be considerate of our
neighbours when dropping off or collecting from school, in particular: 
 
We would like to remind parents not to park on the bend of Swallow Lane, as well as
along the road,as residents are unable to drive into or out of their road. Parking on the
bend also blocks the view of the road and we need to ensure children and their families
can cross the road safely. 
We would like to ask Parents/Carers to be respectful of residents on Admiral Walk and
not to park on the grass verge as this is not a parking area and is damaging the grass.  
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Primary News
.  

. Year 6 to Year 7 Transition - SRA guaranteed
place confirmation

Year 6 students who requested a guaranteed place at Samuel Ryder Academy for Year 7,
September 2019, will bring home a letter today confirming their place. 

Primary Update

This week we have been learning about Bonfire Night and Divali and have enjoyed
listening to the children excitedly telling us about the fireworks they have seen over the last
week.  
We would also like to thank parents for attending parent consultations this week.
Communication between teachers and parents is key and we were pleased to see so many
parents attending to celebrate children's achievements and learn how to support them
further. 
We will be participating in the Remembrance Day parade in St Albans on Sunday 11th
November at 6.30pm. All parents and children are welcome to attend and watch the
service. We hope to see you there. 
 
Dahl House 
On Friday 23rd November, Dahl will be running a 'Wear Something Red' day to raise
money for Dahl's House Charity. We are asking that students pay £1 to wear a red item in
addition to their correct uniform. Hats, gloves, scarf ,extra jumper etc. but not instead, or at
the expense of their uniform. We would like to make it clear that this is a Dahl House event
but if any students from other Houses would like to help us raise money for charity they can
also bring in £1 and wear something red. 
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Games 
As the cold weather is arriving quickly, we are beginning to run lunchtime clubs and during wet
playtimes, children will be permitted to stay indoors. We already have a range of activities to
offer children during these times and children have shown an interest in wanting more
board/card/construction style games. We would like to offer parents the opportunity to donate
any board games/table top games that they do not use anymore, for us to use during these
times. If you would like to donate any games, please hand the items to your child's class
teacher. Thank you for your support. 
 
Dates/Reminders: 
 
Green Class Assembly                    Friday 16th November                            9.00-9.30am 
Year 1 50s Era dress up day          Thursday 22nd November             
Cambridge Class Assembly            Friday 23rd November                            9.00-9.30am  
EYFS Maths Workshop                  Wednesday 28th November                    2.15-3.15pm  
INSET DAY                                     Friday 30th November  
Y3/Y5 Christmas Carol Concert     Wednesday 12th December                    9.15-10.15am  
Primary Open Morning                    Friday 14th December 9.00-9.30am 
Y2 Christingle                                  Friday 14th December   9.30-10.15am 
Y2 Open Morning                            Monday 17th December                          9.00-9.30am 
EYFS Nativity                                  Wednesday 19th December                    9.15-10.00am 
 
Hair 
 
We would like to remind parents about the school's policy regarding hairstyles.This
information can be found within the Primary Information Booklet. Children will receive
consequences for not following the school policy unless ppermission has been granted by
school.  
Hair – should be kept clean and tidy and should not be worn in any extreme style or have an
appearance inconsistent, in the Headteacher’s opinion, with traditional good standards of
uniform.  No patterns or tramlines should be shaved into the hair or the eyebrows.  Hair
should not be shaved below a grade 2.  Long hair should be fastened or tied back with black,
white or navy colours.  Hair ornaments should not be worn. Hair bands/hijabs must be plain
and either black, white or navy. 
 
 



SAMUEL RYDER 
ACADEMY  NEWSLETTER

Lost Property 
Please remind children to check for lost property on a daily basis. We will now be recycling
the contents of lost property each fortnight. 
Apparatus 
Children are not permitted to play on any apparatus or within the school grounds at the
end of the school day. The playgrounds are used by after school clubs and it essential for
parents to leave the school premises promptly in order to ensure the clubs run effectively
and safely. 
Safety 
We have a high number of children arriving to school on bike and scooters and would like
to remind parents about the importance of children wearing protective helmets. The roads
are extremely busy in the mornings and the children's safety is paramount. 
 
Have a lovely weekend, 
Ms Shirazi and Miss Wood.

Foundation Sports Herts - 'Extra Time Club' 
 

Foundation Sports Herts are now taking bookings for next term. The 'Extra Time Club' for
children in years 3-6. The club runs after school from 3.30pm - 5.30pm , Monday to
Thursday and all activities will be held on the school premises. Children can stay for one or
two hours and have outside active play as well as a variety of indoor activities. To book for
the term, email herts@foundation - sports.com with your child's name and year group, as
well as the day (s) and times you would like to book.
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Year One 
Orange  -Emily Lamont for having a fantastic start to Year 1. you are growing in
confidence and it is really pleasing to see you sharing your ideas with the class. Well done,
Emily! 
 
Purple - Addison Summers - for your hard work in English this week. You loved joining in
with Oi Frog and worked really hard on spotting the rhymes in the story. You blew Miss
Bunney's socks off! 
 
Year Two 
Yellow - Evie Garvin - for your hard work in English and Maths. You have worked very
hard this week. Keep up the brilliant work. 
 
Green - George Appleton - for having a great start to Year 2. You are great at explaining
to others and Mrs Hayes and Tafajoul are very proud of the work you are now producing.
Well done, keep it up! 
 
Year Three 
York - Megan McGoldrick - for your hard work in Maths this week. You have enjoyed
learning about fractions of shapes and numbers. Keep up the super work! 
 
Bath - Max Bilantz - for listening carefully to instructions and creating a superb piece of
artwork. Well done Max! 
 
Year Four 
Durham - Derin Akintoye- for writing a very informative explanation text about the water
cycle. 
 
Warwick - James Bird -for having a growth mindset in Maths and producing great work
when doubling and halving numbers.  
 

Stars of the Week
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Year Five 
St Andrews - Polly Walker - for displaying fantastic confidence when presenting her
fantastic home learning about Ancient Greek battles to her class. 
 
Imperial - Bailey Quintin - for making a fantastic shield and spear based on Ancient
Greece. 
 
Year Six 
Oxford - Amy Martinez - Parker - for writing an excellent scientific report with a huge
amount of detail and excellent vocabulary. 
 
Cambridge - Hayley Mills - for writing an excellent scientific report with a huge amount of
detail and excellent vocabulary. 
 
 
 
 

Stars of the Week



SAMUEL RYDER 
ACADEMY  NEWSLETTER

Netball
On Tuesday 6th November 2018, the Samuel Ryder Netball team played a league match
against Oakwood Primary School. Unfortunately, we lost but we played with a positive
attitude and worked well as a team. A few people deserve a special mention. Lillia Davey
and Tyler Orchard walked away with the Most Valuable Players of the match. Well done
girls! Caitlin Kerridge also deserves a mention as she was very focussed and caught some
important balls for the team. Sophia Stacey also played well, winning her toss-up, giving us
a huge advantage. Overall, all of the girls played to the best of their ability and should all
be proud of themselves. As a team, we strive to become better with each match. a huge
thanks to Mrs Holton (our coach) for being supportive, encouraging and an amazing
teacher. 
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Secondary News

Snack Shop - Now open!!

. 

Our new Snack Shop is now open, selling hot and cold food and beverages at breaktime! 
 

Upcoming Dates
Year 10 and Year 12 Work Experience 
The deadline for returning the work experience forms is 30th November. 
Private/own placement: if students are arranging private placement,please return the BLUE
(employer) and PINK (medical) form.  
Youth Connexions placement: if students are arranging their placement through the school
and Youth Connexions, please return the PINK (medical) form. 
The letter with further information and the forms are available in the Letters Home section
on the school website. 
 
Sixth Form Information Evening - Thursday 15th November, 5.45pm - 8.00pm 
This is open to Years 10 and 11 to come and look at Sixth Form life at Samuel Ryder
Academy. Light refreshments will be served at 5.35pm and the Headteacher and Head of
Sixth Form will talk at about 6.15pm. Then there will be an opportunity to visit various
departments. Please can students return their reply slips. A letter with further information  is
available on the Letters Home section on the school website. 
 
Year 11 Parents' Consultation - Tuesday 11th December 2018, 4.00 - 7.00pm 
Letters for parents to request appointments with teachers have been posted to all Year 11
students this week. Please return the completed appointment request form to Student
Reception, no later than Wednesday 14th November, so appointments can be scheduled. 
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Year 7 PGL Trip
Over 100 Year 7 students and 12 staff enjoyed 3 days at a PGL centre in Liddlington before
half term. Thankfully the weather was dry - if a little chilly at times! They took part in a range
of activities during the day; trapeze, giant swing, zip wire, raft building, Jacob's ladder,
fencing, challenge course and quad biking. Each activity encouraged team work, good
communication skills and, for some activities, courage.  
After a hearty dinner on the first evening, students enjoyed a game of 'Ambush' (Hide and
Seek in a dark field). On the second night, they were treated to a campfire, complete with
lots of singing and toasted marshmallows. 
All of the activities gave the students the opportunity to bond and really get to know each
other outside of the classroom. It was particularly lovely to see students supporting and
encouraging each other through each of the activities. Year 7 returned tired but happy and
ready to begin their half term!
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As part of our dedication to language learning, I am delighted to invite your child to take
part in an exciting residential trip to France. 
This trip will include a varied programme of activities during the day and in the evenings.
Pupils will get the chance to practice their French in a friendly environment. They will also
get the chance to visit a snail farm, a sweet factory, typical French markets and will also
have the opportunity to take part in a town trail and learn how to bake a croissant, among
many other activities.  
Your child will be given more details about this trip during their French lesson and you can
download the invitation letter from our website in the 'Letters Home' section where you'll
find more information about the trip and financial details. If you'd like a hard copy of the
letter, please ask your child to go to Student Services for one. Pleae do not hesitate to
email me if you have any questions, 
Miss Guillouet 
Assistant Head of MFL 
c.guillouet@samuelryderacademy.co.uk

Proposed Year 7 Trip to Chateau du Broutel
France - Friday 7th June to Monday 10th June
2019

Austen House  Cake Sale 
Austen House will be having a cake sale next Friday 16th November to raise money for

BBC Children in Need. Donations of cakes are welcome from anyone!! 
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Robot Rumble Competition
Towards the end of the last academic year, several students in Year 8 were interviewed by
staff for a place on an upcoming inter-school event called Robot Rumble. The aim of the
competition is to build and then compete a variety of robot designs against other school in
the county. The students selected went to the MBDA site in Stevenage and built a robot
that could weave between cones and score a goal in a time about just over 3 hours. There
are 2 more events in the competition, one coming up in early November. The students are
now in Year 9 and attend a club with Mr Woosey and Mrs Findley, as well as two guest
engineers from MBDA and are currently building a new robot with autonomous and crane
capabilities. The students have been working exceptionally hard, many giving up several
lunchtimes per week , to make sure the robot is ready for the start of November. The final
competition will take place in January or February and will see all the schools robots
competing in a large battle arena, with the robots throwing balls at flags and pushing each
other off the towers. 
Emily, Gemma, Caitlin, Tigerlily, Ben, Milan, Jason and Monet have done extremely well
this term. In their first event, Samuel Ryder Academy placed 14th out of 24 schools. We
are hoping to improve and come in the top 10. The upcoming event also has a major set of
points available for how well students present their ideas and designs. To that end,
Tigerlily has meticulously hand drawn every component and design modification into the
log book for presentation in November. This event has helped the students to work as a
team, with Caitlin as a project manager and has taught them new skills, especially when it
comes to coding. I look forward to seeing them improve in their next event and look
forward to updating everyone with how well they do over the coming months. 
Mr. Woosey 
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Sport

Football 
On Monday 5th November, Samuel Ryder Academy U16's played the St Thomas the
Apostle College in the third round of the  English School's National cup. Before the game,
the team was unsettled by the loss of two key players, Mr Pike was forced into some
changes that saw a new defence in place before the game.  
Despite this disruption, the team started well in their first game on the new 3 G pitch.
Within 3 minutes, the ball was played through to Isiah Noel - Williams who slotted it home
calmly under pressure for the goal keeper. It was an excellent start and settled the nerves
of the team. SRA continued to press the ball and look for the spaces with Jake Carty and
Jack Rickard pulling the strings in midfield. Again, in the 11th minute a carefully weighted
pass saw Noel-Williams through on goal and yet again he finished with finesse to take the
lead to 2-0, with less than 15 minutes played. 
This spurred the opposition into action and they made a number of changes to their team
from the bench. This immediately had an impact and forced the SRA team back to help
cope with the pace and threat being posed. Despite the pressure, the team remained calm
and dealt with everything that was thrown at them. This was marshalled excellently by
Harrison Shipp at the back, who had an outstanding game.  
Further issues came for Samuel Ryder when their captain, Bradley Young, pulled up with
a hip injury and was forced to leave the pitch. This meant another reshuffle was required
to try and accommodate the new players into the team.  
After half time, the opposition continued to throw everything they had in an attempt to get
back into the game. As the SRA player began to get tired, the space on the pitch became
more evident and the home team started to struggle to keep posession of the ball. In the
61st minute, the pressure finally proved too great and St Thomas managed to score from
a corner. Suddenly, there were concerns for the home team and a renewed hope for the
away side. They continued to press and 5 minutes later believed that they had found the
equaliser,only for it to be flagged offside. This was a very close call and seemed to wake
Samuel Ryder up.  
In a rare attack, Samuel Ryder managed to get the ball down field to Noel-Williams who
cut inside the defender and finished with class. The score was now 3-1 and, with only 10
minutes remaining, effectively over. 
The away team continued to look for another goal but the defence, led by man of the
match Jake Carty, repelled the final attempts on goal. As the final whistle blew, the team
celebrated their entry into the 4th round of the cup.  
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Basketball 
 The U16 Basketball team played their first match in the county league vs St Columbas. In a

tightly contested game, SRA lost narrowly 45-66 but show signs of promise that bode well
for the season ahead. 
The match started well with SRA taking an early lead with Louis Thompson and Talles
Zacharias dominating the early play. However, as the game wore on, the power and pace
of St Columbas started to cause problems for the Samuel Ryder defence. A number of
fouls and lapses in concentration saw the opposition take the lead, something that they
would not relinquish. 
To their credit, the Samuel Ryder Academy team continued to fight and kept the game
competitive until the final whistle. Stand out performer of the evening was Talles who,
despite playing up a year group, looked at home in this setting.  
Samuel Ryder Academy play Queens in their next round and will need to take the lessons
learned into this game, if they wish to get a victory against what will be a formidable
opposition.  
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Our Artwork of the Week this week is by Ocean Fay of 11 Dahl. We think Ocean's work
is absolutely stunning. Her use of colour and attention to detail is superb and she is

really beginning to develop her own exquisite style. We can't wait to see her final piece!

Artwork of the Week
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Music Department Autumn Showcase


