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17TH MAY 2019

DEAR PARENTS AND CARERS
This week has been a busy week for public examinations and external tests.  Year 2 
are coming towards the end of the Key Stage 1 SATs and our Year 6 cohort sat the 
Key Stage 2 SATs in reading and mathematics for the first time. As usual, they 
conducted themselves extremely well and I know they had been working hard in 
preparation.  Also this week our Year 11 students started the GCSE public 
examination summer season including the first exams in science and English literature 
– of course these continue next week and beyond when we also see the A Level 
public exams starting.  Good luck to everyone involved and well done to Year 6 on 
completing their tests. 
 
As always, if you have any comments or suggestions I would be pleased to hear from 
you, please contact me at head@samuelryderacademy.co.uk. 
 
Mr Gauthier 
Headteacher 
 
 Summer Showcase
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A huge congratulations to 8 of our primary students for their fantastic Rugby success 
recently! The boys have had a brilliant season at Old Verulamium's Rugby Club, with 
numerous games and festivals. A number of the boys won end of season awards: 
Osian - Under 6's Supporter's player 
Sony - Under 6's Player's Player 
Oli - Under 9's Player of the Year 
Dillon - Under 9's Spirit of Rugby 
Josh  - Under 9's Most improved 
Charlie  - Under 11's Player of the Year!

Student Celebration

Well done also to Ruby and Izzy whose U14 Netball team won at the England U14 
Netball Cup Eastern Finals last weekend and will now compete against finalists from all 
other regions in July! 
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Primary News

This week, the Year 6s and Year 2s have been working hard to complete their SATs 
and enjoyed lots of fun down time in-between assessments.  It has been lovely to see 
the children remaining happy and positive throughout the week. We would also like to 
congratulate Warwick Class for their brilliant class assembly.   
 
Staffing 
At the end of next week, Miss Wood will be leaving the school to begin her maternity 
leave. During Miss Wood’s absence, Miss Reed and Miss Leat will be supporting the 
primary team. They can be contacted using the following e-mails: 
e.reed@samuelryderacademy.co.uk 
p.leat@samuelryderacademy.co.uk 
 
Book Week 
                                                                                                                                          
Next week, it is Book Week across the whole of Samuel Ryder Academy! The Primary 
phase are going to have a fun week full of activities based on their favourite books, 
opportunities to read to children in other year groups, book quizzes and will even be 
visited by a top children’s author and illustrator Olaf Falafel. 
Olaf will be celebrating the 50th anniversary of the moon landings by visiting 50 
schools around the UK and Samuel Ryder Academy is fortunate enough to be one of 
the 50 schools chosen. During his visit, on Tuesday 21st May, Olaf will talk to the 
children about being a comedian and author, covering his love of illustration and story 
writing, which began when he was in primary school and he will then be teaching the 
children how to draw a character from the book in a short workshop. 
We will be ending the week with the whole of Primary (including teachers) dressing up 
as their favourite book character. It will be lovely to see all of the children dressed up 
in the Friday assembly! 
To top this fantastic week off, we also have the scholastic book fair open every day 
after school, where you can browse and purchase a range of incredible books. Please 
do come and see the books that we will have on offer! 
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Walk to School Week (20th-24th May) 
As a school, we value the importance of caring for our environment and have 
registered to participate in Hertfordshire’s ‘Walk to School Week’.  Please help us to 
support the Hertfordshire initiative by reading the parent information below. 
Our challenge in 2019 in Hertfordshire is to increase daily physical activity especially in 
our young people. Children and adolescents should have 60 mins (1 hour) or more of 
physical activity daily for their wellbeing. Please support your child/children to 
participate in your school’s Walk to School Week. 
We would like to encourage all our pupils to try to walk, cycle or scoot to school during 
this week. It is not always possible to walk all the way, however, it would be great if 
you could park ten minutes away from school and walk or scoot the last part of your 
journey. 
Each class will have a poster of Hertfordshire showing the range of different sporting 
and leisure opportunities around the county to take part in. Every time a pupil travels 
actively to school, a sticker will go on to the poster. The aim is to take a virtual walk 
around the county helping Buster the walking dinosaur mascot to discover new 
opportunities to be more active. 
We all know the health benefits of walking, so please help us this week to reduce 
congestion, support children to be more active and lower carbon emissions during 
Walk to School Week and onwards. 

Changes to Lunch Menu 
Due to feedback on the new summer menu, there will be some changes to 
two of our meat options: 
Week 2- Tuesday - Beefy Joes will be replaced with Chicken Curry 
Week 3 - Thursday  - Pork Ratatouille will be replaced with Lasagne.
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Important Dates and Reminders 
More information will be communicated closer to the date of each event 

Communication 
Please can all parents ensure that all messages regarding unforeseen changes to 
student collection be sent through the main school reception and not individual 
teacher e-mails.  This is to ensure messages are received before collection and 
children are released safely and on time.  Thank you for your co-operation with this. 
Have a lovely weekend, 
 
Ms Shirazi and Miss Wood  

Trips

Y6 Medical Forms for Isle of Wight Trip 
Please return your child’s medical form (ESP) for the Isle of Wight to either the 
class teacher or reception by Monday 20th May.  This document is essential to 
ensure your child’s attendance.  Copies can be obtained from your class 
teacher, if you are unable to print from previous communication. 
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Stars of the Week 
Year One 
Orange Class - Ibrahim Hussain, for working extremely hard in Maths on finding half of 
an amount. Well done, Ibrahim! 
Purple Class -  Jayden Charles - Amadi, for working really hard in Art this week. you 
used pastels to create a colourful drawing of an exotic bird. Well done Jayden! 
Year Two 
Yellow Class - Izzy Murray, for her consistent positive behaviour in and out of the 
class. Izzy is a great role model for the other children. She always follows the Samuel 
Ryder Way. Keep it up Izzy! 
Green Class - Toby Green, for challenging himself during our IT session, when using 
Scratch Jr. You were able to confidently program the character. Well done. 
Year Three  
York Class - Gracjan Broda, for his improved efforts in reading. Well done Gracjan! 
Bath Class - Alfie Quintin, it was amazing to watch your confidence grow and develop 
during the Fellowship Afloat residential trip. Well done Alfie, you have shown such a 
growth mindset. 
Year Four 
Durham Class - Harry Mayhew, for having a fantastic attitude to all of his learning and 
always giving 100%. You are a wonderful role model! 
Warwick Class - Sara Tafajoul, for showing determination in her maths learning and 
confidently solving area and perimeter problems. Well done! 
Year Five 
St Andrews Class - Fatima-Zahra Elhamri, for working extremely hard on her spellings 
and showing this in your writing. Well done! 
Imperial Class - Ethan Smith, for showing a fantastic attitude to learning and working 
extremely hard in all subjects. Well done! 
Year Six 
Cambridge Class - All Students, for showing great resilience and determination 
throughout the SATs week, you were all amazing and we are very proud of every one 
of you. 
Oxford Class - All Students, for showing great resilience and determination throughout 
the SATs week, you were all amazing and we are very proud of every one of you. 

NO NUT AND NO SESAME 
We have a strict ' No Nut & No Sesame' policy. Please refer to the 'Allergy Awareness' 
booklet available on the school website 
 http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/887/school-lunches-3 
and in Main Reception. Please adhere to the 'food exclusion box'.  
 

http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/887/school-lunches-3
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Artwork of the Week

School Shop

Erica Kuregenov of Year 9 was awarded 'Artwork of the Week' this week. The Year 9s 
were asked to create their own Venetian masks, using various different materials. 
Erica, as you can see, spent a lot of time and effort on hers and has created a really 
beautiful piece of work with stunning details. Well done Erica!

SECONDARY NEWS

The school shop is now collecting pens for recycling! Any brand and type of pen, 
highlighter or market is accepted, not just the ones sold in the shop. So no need to 
throw dried up pens in the bin, bring them in for recycling. The shop is open Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, 12.30-1.30pm. 
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Careers
Help! 
We are looking for parents, relatives or friends to help with a Careers event that we 
are putting on for Year 7/8 on Tuesday 9th July from 1.30-2.40pm. This will be a light- 
hearted view of a range of careers - if you would be able to help support this event, 
please contact careers@samuelryderacademy.co.uk for more information. 
 

Book of the Month
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Year 7: Bully Free Form Status
Since January, Year 7 have been working towards achieving their Bully Free Form 
status. This has involved them working as a tutor group to show that they understand 
what bullying is, why people might bully, and what they should do about bullying. 
Together, each tutor group has produced a portfolio to record all of the discussions 
they have had and to show what they have learnt. 
Last Friday, Year 7 had the opportunity to present their work as each form was visited 
by a school governor or member of staff from across the Trust. Visitors to the forms 
were treated to dance, poems, quizzes and drama and were very impressed with what 
they saw. This was particularly evident in the glowing feedback each form received in 
assembly.  
All of Year 7 achieved Bully Free Status and each student is now wearing their Bully 
Free Status badge with pride. I hope that Year 7 will continue to think about what they 
have learnt about bullying and be ready to stand up to bullies.




