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21ST DECEMBER 2018

DEAR PARENTS AND CARERS
Christmas spirit is in the air at the end of an excellent term. 
The Christmas Card competition has been completed (well done to Jasmine Hassan in 
Year 9 for her wonderful piece of artwork that is now the Samuel Ryder Christmas card for 
this year), Christmas lunch has been eaten and enjoyed, the secondary House Christmas 
Competition has been launched and will be judged on the last day. 
On Thursday last week it was the turn of Year 2 (and family members) to celebrate 
Christmas with the Christingle celebration led by The Reverend Mark Slater at St Luke's 
Church.  It was a lovely event to attend, with the children reading out loud to everyone with 
great confidence, behaving impeccably, singing beautifully and enjoying the spectacle of 
the event.  Thank you to those family members that were able to attend and to the Year 2 
staff team in their efforts to prepare for the event. 
On Wednesday this week the Reception children performed in the annual nativity play. 
 The quality of the performances, singing and costumes was fantastic and was enjoyed by 
the large audience.  Congratulations and thank you to the Early Years team for preparing 
the children so well. 
Congratulations must also go to the following students that achieved a Headteacher Award 
in the last term 
Makenzie Wortley 12 Dahl 
Muman Miah 12 Dahl 
Faaizah Afzal 11 Dahl 
Victoria Pacholec 9 Hardy 
Jess Blackman 8 Bronte 
Daniel Downes 8 Christie 
Melissa Mapalagama 7 Christie 
Megan Downey 7 Wordsworth 
Grace Green 9 Christie 
Emily Wall 7 Dahl 
Sienna Noel-Williams 10 Austen 
Zainab Naqvi 8 Dahl 
Ruben Mahendra 10 Bronte 
Jack Jacobs 10 Wordsworth 
Lewis Browne 10 Bronte 
Bence Varga 12 Dahl 
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Karina Kuregenov 12 Dahl 
Imogen Thompson 11 Dahl 
Oscar Drury 11 Austen 
Oliver Zimmerman 11 Christie 
Ben Kay 11 King 
Evie O’Grady 8 King 
Katelyn Baker 8 King 
Marko Jurukovski 13 Hardy 
Liberty Fraser 7 King 
Annabelle Feind 7 Dahl 
Madison Emett 7 Dahl 
Jasmine Hassan 9 King 
Megan Brooks 7 Austen 
Tigerlily Thompson 9 King 
Kitty Sullivan Palmer 9 Austen 
 
Finally, I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas break and enjoy spending time with 
family and friends. 
As always, if you have any comments or suggestions I would be pleased to hear from you, 
please contact me at head@samuelryderacademy.co.uk. 
 
Mr Gauthier 
Headteacher 
 
 
 

Allergy Awareness
NO NUT AND NO SESAME 
We have a strict ' No Nut & No Sesame' policy. 
Please refer to the 'Allergy Awareness' booklet 
available on the school website 
 http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/887/school- 
lunches-3 
and in Main Reception. Please adhere to the 'food 
exclusion box'.  
 

http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/887/school-lunches-3
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Primary NewsThis week we thoroughly enjoyed watching each year group perform Christmas songs in 
assembly. The songs and instruments sounded amazing and it was great to see what skills 
the children have been developing in their music lessons. On Wednesday, we were very 
proud to watch the EYFS children perform their Christmas Nativity and were impressed 
with their confidence to speak and sing in front of so many parents. We hope the EYFS 
parents enjoyed it as much as we did and woud like to thank the EYFS Team for their hard 
work in placing it altogether.  
Parent Readers 
We would like to say a huge thank you to all of our parent readers for listening to children 
on a weekly basis and supporting their progress. We are very grateful for your support. If 
you feel you could provide weekly reading support for half an hour/one hour a week, 
please contact Miss Wood (m.wood@samuelryderacademy.co.uk). There will be another 
parent safeguarding session running next term to introduce and welcome new parent 
readers. The date and time will follow shortly.  
Uniform 
We would like to remind parents about the school's expectations for uniform over the next 
few cold months. 
Jumpers/Cardigans 
It is essential that all children arrive at school with a labelled jumper or cardigan on a daily 
basis. 
Boots and Footwear 
Children are permitted to arrive at school wearing boots/appropriate footwear for the 
weather. They must bring a pair of black shoes into school to change into and wear 
throughout the school day. Children are not permitted to wear ankle boots throughout the 
school day.  
Tie 
All children in KS2 are expected to wear their house coloured tie on a daily basis. 
Lost Property 
Please remind children to check for lost property on a daily basis. We will now be recycling 
the contents of lost property each fortnight. 
Apparatus 
Children are not permitted to play on any apparatus or within the school grounds at the end 
of the school day. The playgrounds are used by after school clubs and it is essential for 
parents to leave the school premises promptly in order to ensure the clubs run effectively 
and safely.  
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Cycling Proficiency
We are delighted that we are now able to offer on-road cycle courses for pupils in Year 5 
this Spring and Year 6 this summer.  
The course will be run by the Cycle Training Department at Hertfordshire County Council, 
by their accredited instructors who run training courses that deliver the national Standard 
outcomes for cycle training. The course will be spread over a week and will include 
Highway Code theory and skills exercise on the playground (Level 1 ). This will be followed 
by basic manoeuvres on local roads (Level 2) for those who have reached the required 
standard of cycle control. We look forward to the children getting to participate in such an 
exciting initiative!

Safety 
We have a high number of children arriving to school on bike and scooters and would like 
to remind parents about the importance of children wearing protective helmets. The roads 
are extremely busy in the mornings and the children's safety is paramount. 
 
Have a lovely Christmas holiday and a fantastic New Year. 
We look forward to welcoming you back to school on Tuesday 8th January 2019 
Ms Shirazi and Miss Wood

Foundation Sports Herts - 'Extra Time Club
Foundation Sports would like to thank those who supported the Extra 
Time Club this term, the children have benefited from some great extra 
group activities. Unfortunately, as much as they would like to , they can't 
continue to run the Extra Time Club with the current low numbers. We 
will continue to assess the wrap around care and keep you posted of 
plans for the new academic year. Foundation Sports will continue to run 
their after school Multi-Sports and Gymnastics clubs as usual. 
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Multi-Cultural Event 2018
Over lunchtime on Friday 14th December, the SRA Inclusion team hosted this half term's 
Multi-Cultural Event in the School Hall. A huge number of students came along and 
enjoyed a range of activities, music, foods and crafts to celebrate and share in Hanukkah, 
Human Rights Day and Christmas. 
Students consider each of these through the activities laid out for them around the room 
and it was really great to see so many students creating mini Christmas wreath 
decorations out of pipe cleaner; designing their own fingerprint art designs on Christmas 
cards; icing (and eating!) gingerbread made by our own year 8 star bakers; crafting a long 
string of Hanukkah stars out of glittery lolly sticks as well as considering the human needs 
of others. We also considered the human needs of others by personalising Christmas 
messages of hope, as part of Amnesty International's annual Christmas 'Write for Rights' 
campaign. 
The real highlights of the event were an acrobatic dance routine by the extremely talented 
year 10 dance team and the Christmas Carols sung by the amazing SRA Year 5 and 6 
Primary Choir. 
As alway, the students swiftly devoured the Christmas and Hanukkah treats prepared for 
them, with the candy canes, mincemeat pastry twists and doughnut pieces proving far 
more popular than the traditional tangerine!
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Secondary News

Upcoming Dates

 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 8 Parents’ Consultation – Thursday 22nd January, 4.00-7.00pm 
Letters for parents to request appointments with teachers have been given to all Year 8 
students to bring home.  If you are yet to return your reply slip to Student Reception, 
please can you do so as soon as possible, as the deadline has past.  This is required to 
schedule your appointments. 
 
 

Alice in Wonderland
On Thursday 13th and Friday 14th December Samuel Ryder Academy's drama 
department presented Lewis Carroll's 'Alice in Wonderland'. This was a magical, 
immersive production with the audience moving around to site-specific scenes in different 
areas of the school. They found a caterpillar sitting on a mushroom in the library, the 
Cheshire Cat disappearing into the folds in the curtains in the Drama Studio and took part 
in a Mad Hatter's Tea Party in the canteen. The students excelled and were also seen in 
character mingling with the audience before the show and during the interval. It was a 
roaring success; huge congratulations to all involved.
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Y9 Barcelona 2019 (Saturday 27th April – Tuesday 30th April 2019) 
If your child would like to join our Barcelona trip on the above dates, please refer to the 
letter on our website or contact Mrs Hobbs for further information. 
 
Berlin 2019, Friday 24th May 2019 – Monday 27th May 2019 
If your child would like to join our Berlin trip on the above dates, please refer to the letter 
on our website or contact Mr Hall for further information. 
 
 
All communication for trips with payment will be sent via ParentPay.  Please ensure 
you check your spam folder and ensure the correct email address has been 
registered. 
 

Secondary Trips

Au Marché
Last week, we took a group of Year 8 students to the French market in St Albans. These 
students were chosen as they are talented in French and have shown a wonderful attitude 
to their learning. They spoke French up and down the market, impressing the French stall 
holders and were rewarded with some free time in a cafe. It was a pleasure to take them, 
what a credit to the school they were.  
 Joyeux Noël and Bonne Année to all. 
Miss Billyack
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Artwork of the Week

Word of the Week

We have chosen two pieces for our robin themed Artwork of the Week, this week. Firstly 
Adam Smith, Luca Turone and Thomas Denial of 7 Austen have produced this stunning 
Christmas themed piece of work in the style of artist Helen Musselwhite. Well done boys, 
you have worked really hard on this. Amazing! 
Secondly, Stephanie Howe of 10 Christie has drawn this most beautiful robin, and used 
pencil crayons to complete it. The colours and her technique is absolutely wonderful,such 
a lovely piece of work
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Battery Safety

In the run up to Christmas, it's especially important to be aware of toys and devices that 
use button batteries (the flat disc-like silver batteries) and to make sure we keep children 
safe by using, storing and disposing of them properly.  
It's extremely dangerous to swallow button batteries or to insert them into noses or ears 
where they can still create a circuit and cause harm.  
Button batteries are in far more products than you might initially think, including car key 
fobs, musical cards and books, as well as toys that are powered and household electrical 
items, such as a thermometer.  
Always make sure that button batteries are securely stored out of sight and reach of 
children. When they are no longer powering items, dispose of them safely and do not leave 
them lying around - they can still harm children if swallowed,even if the product they 
powere needs new ones.  
IF YOU SUSPECT THAT A CHILD OR YOUNG PERSON HAS SWALLOWED A 
BUTTON BATTERY, SEEK MEDICAL ADVICE URGENTLY ADN TAKE THEM TO A & 
E. 

Apprenticeships
December's edition of the National Apprenticeship Service's  Parents' Pack is full of 
resources, including tips on using down-time to get ahead, dealing with failed applications, 
benefits of working with small and large employers, employer advice with Sky and much 
more! Please see here https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resource/parents-pack- 
december-2018/

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resource/parents-pack-december-2018/
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Get Into Teaching
Hertfordshire Get Into Teaching Events 2018 
At Teach in Herts (managed by Herts for Learning), we work on behalf of over 525 
Hertfordshire shareholding schools to raise the profile of our job search website on which 
schools can manage all of their school vacancies. Encouraging people to career change in 
to teaching or to consider teaching as their first career is a vital part of our work and we 
would like you and your extended family and friends to support us in getting the word out 
about our next series of events. 
The next event is suitable for those interested in teaching as their first career or are 
considering a career change in to teaching 
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