
Issue: 61 Date: 4 May 2018

Dear Parents/Carers
We have had lots going on at school this week. 

Please remember that Monday 7th May is a Bank Holiday and so school will be closed, reopening on 
Tuesday 8th May. 

 

Primary News
This week, we have been learning about appreciation and how we should appreciate and respect 
property around school and value our friendships and family.

We would like to invite parents to share children’s success within the extra-curricular activities that 
they achieve outside of school time.  These achievements will be celebrated within our achievement 
assemblies each Friday.  If you would like your child’s success to be celebrated, please send 
certificates/medals etc., with a short paragraph explaining their achievement to your child’s class 
teacher by the end of each Wednesday. Alternatively,please e-mail Miss Wood a picture and a brief 
paragraph about their success using the following e-mail.

m.wood@samuelryderacademy.co.uk

On Friday 18  May, our learning will be based around the Royal Wedding and Core British Values.  
Throughout the day, there will be a carousel of many fun and exciting cross-curricular activities for 
children to participate in. These activities will include singing, sports, writing, art and many more. 
You will shortly receive a letter about the day, explaining some changes regarding lunch options.  
Please ensure you return the reply slips by the deadline specified on the letter. 

On Monday 21st May, we will be celebrating our Samuel Ryder Academy Book Week.   We will be 
hosting a Scholastic Book Fair after school, Monday to Friday, between 3.30pm–4pm outside the 
year 4 exit.  You will be able to purchase from a selection of fantastic, inspiring, and entertaining 
books for all age ranges.

Throughout the week there will be many exciting activities taking place, including visits from a 
storyteller, a poet and a special ‘Mad Hatter’s Tea Party’ themed lunch provided by HCL. We will 
launch an illustration competition for the children on Monday and a lucky winner from each Year 
group will receive a book token prize to spend at the Fair on Friday.
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We will finish the week with a ‘Story Tour’ and the results of our illustration competition on Friday 
afternoon.  In order to create a ‘Book World’ atmosphere, we would like the children to dress up as 
their favourite book character on Friday 25  May 2018.   

 

Have a lovely Bank Holiday,

Ms Shirazi and Miss Wood 

 

This Term’s Key Dates & Events

Date Event Place Time

Friday 4  May Purple Class Assembly Main Hall 9.00-9.20am

Monday 7  May Bank Holiday

Thursday 10  May Phonics Screening Check and School Trip Evening for parents

Saturday 12  May PTA Summer Fayre

Mon 14  May-Friday 18 Y2 SATs

Thursday 17  May EYFS Screening Check (March-August Birthdays)

Wednesday 23  May Y5 Presentation to parents Main Hall 2.15-3.20pm

Friday 25  May Orange Class Assembly Main Hall 9.00-9.20am

Monday 28  May-Friday 1  June Half Term

11 -15  June Y1 Phonics Check

Thursday 21  June Class Photographs

 

Friday 22  June Red Class 
Assembly

Main Hall 9.00-9.20am

Friday 29  June Blue Class 
Assembly

Main Hall 9.00-9.20am

Wednesday 4  July (pm) Sports Day

Thursday 5  July Transition Day

Wednesday 18  July Reserve Sports Day
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Friday 20  July School Ends 12.15pm

           

 

Our Stars of the Week:

EYFS

Red Class: Aleena Ahmed – For excellent behaviour and attitude towards learning.  You always 
listen and try your very best.  Well done!

Blue Class: Benjamin Lampshire – For showing an excellent understanding in Maths. You 
understood counting in 2’s and could record your mathematical ideas. Keep up the good work.

Year 1

Purple Class:  Suraiyah Noor -  For always maintaining a positive outlook and her can-do attitude 
to school work. You set a good example with your behaviour and you always follow the Samuel 
Ryder Way. Keep it up!

Orange Class : Jamie O’Hara - For writing such a fantastic diary entry this week in English. You 
used adjectives to describe the landmarks and ‘because’ to extend your sentences. Well done Jamie!

Year 2

Green Class: Julia Torrens - For her excellent work ethic. Julia always tries her best and takes great 
pride in the presentation of her work. Well done Julia!

Yellow Class: Wilbur Budge - For contributing to our class discussions and being able to clearly 
explain his understanding to others; especially in maths. You’ve also blown Mrs Hayes away with 
your knowledge in Literacy this week.

Year 3

Bath Class:  Lara Luczo - For her beautiful Roman numeral embroidery during our Roman day.  
Well done Lara!

York Class: TJ Williams - For his outstanding homework creation of a Roman Gladiator weapon.  TJ 
made a huge shield from wood and cardboard with a special strap on the back for him to hold when 
in battle.  Well done TJ!

Year 4

Warwick : Mitchell Masse - For contributing and working extremely hard in Maths.

Durham : Danielle Smith  -For fantastic improvement on her timestables rockstars! Well done 
Danielle!
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Year 5

Imperial: Micah Leto - For 100% effort and focus in lessons and making good progress in English 
and Maths.

St Andrews: Mia Rosenheim - For showing a growth mindset in her attitude to learning across the 
curriculum.

 

Attendance Stars

At Samuel Ryder Academy, we place great importance on attendance and expect that all our 
students achieve an attendance level of at least 96% each academic year. It is through good 
attendance that students can make the most of the opportunities that school has to offer, enabling 
them to achieve their full potential.

Every fortnight, the class with the best or most improved attendance will receive our ‘Attendance 
Stars’ trophy and receive 10 minutes extra Golden Time as a reward.  

The winning class this fortnight was Yellow Class with 97.2%.

Lost Property

We have two unclaimed scooters that have been left on site, please contact school if you have lost 
one!

 

EYFS

Our learning this week in EYFS

In Maths, we have been creating repeating patterns and counting in 2’s for a mental starter. We 
have been doubling numbers using practical resources and explored ways to record this using 
pictures and numbers.

In Literacy, we  used the text ‘Oliver’s Vegetables to retell a narrative story for our writing. We have 
revised days of the week and story language words like One day, Then, Next, After and Finally. In 
phonics we have been exploring the digraph ‘er’. For handwriting, we  focused on handwriting 
patterns and forming the letter ‘p’.

In Topic, we havebeen using  the artist ‘Guiseppe Arcimboldo’ to create food faces. For people and 
communities we have talked about ‘special places’.

Year Group Dates/Reminders:

Class Assembly for Red Class – 22nd June

Class Assembly for Blue Class – 29th June

 

YEAR ONE



In Maths, we have been recalling and using multiplication and division facts for the 2x multiplication 
table. We have looked at repeated addition and showed our working out by jumping on the number 
line in 2s. We  then turned repeated addition problems into multiplication sums. The children have 
really enjoyed sorting cookies onto plates to share them equally. They have recorded division 
sentences in their books. Great work, Year One!

In Literacy, we have continued our work from the book ‘Katie in London’. We have written a diary 
entry as if we were the Lion showing Katie and Jack around London. Our focus has been looking at 
first person and the past tense. The children have been very creative in their descriptions of the 
landmarks in London and their feelings of the buildings. Fantastic work Year One! Keep using those 
amazing adjectives!

In Science, we have been identifying and naming a variety of common animals that are birds, fish, 
amphibians, reptiles or mammals. We have discussed the characteristics of each of these groups 
and then had a go at matching pictures of animals to the correct animal group name. In topic, we 
have taken children on an imaginary hot air balloon ride. We travelled over London, Scotland, Wales 
and Ireland and looked at famous landmarks. In art, the children have picked their favourite country 
in the United Kingdom. They have collaged the outline of their favourite country with key pictures 
and colours relating to that country.

Preparation for next week:

Year Group Dates/Reminders

4th May 2018                      Purple Class assembly in the hall at 9am (approx.15mins)

17th May 2018                    Visit to Colney Heath train tracks (please return completed permission 
slips asap)

12th July 2018                     Year One outing to Southend-on-Sea (whole day)

 

YEAR TWO

Our learning this week:

 

Mrs Hayes and Miss Hennessy are very excited as our summer production has arrived. We look 
forward to learning all the songs over the next few weeks in preparation for June the 20 , where 
you’ll get the opportunity to watch the production.

In Maths we have been focusing on a range of different concepts in preparation for SATs. The 
children have been working hard. If you could keep practicing their counting and timetables at 
home as well.
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In Literacy we concentrated on grammar and comprehension this week, looking at a variety of 
different topics. Keep reading every day at home and asking your child a variety of different 
questions.

In Science we have planted our sunflower seeds and placed them in four different areas to see 
which conditions affect their growth. The children are very excited to see what happens to their 
plants.In Topic, we have continued to learn the names of the 7 continents and the 5 oceans.  We 
used these 2 songs to help us, you may want to listen to them at home.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6BE4VcYngQ    https://youtu.be/K6DSMZ8b3LE

Preparation for next week

Don’t forget Year 2 go swimming on a Friday. Please remember to pack their swimming costume, 
towel and cap.

Year Group Dates/Reminders:

Remember school starts back on Tuesday the 8 . Monday is a bank holiday!
Please sign up to help with the PTA Summer Fair on Saturday 12  May 12 – 3pm

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/sra

 

Please be sure to apply sun cream in the morning before school. Also remember to send in 
a water bottle and sun hat.

 

Please can we remind you to have your full PE kit in every day. As the weather is warmer it 
is more hygienic to have white socks for your child to change into.  As the sessions are on 
the field we would suggest your child wears trainers from now on in preparation for sports 
day. 

 

Letters have gone out about our school trip to Affinity Water in July, please make sure you 
have paid for the trip via parent pay.

 

YEAR THREE

Our learning this week:

In Maths we have been learning about time.  Once again we have applied the bar modelling method 
to help us solve time word problems.  We discussed the meaning of a Leap Year and the children 
were able to solve word problems relating to this.
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In Literacy we have continued learning about adventure stories.  We used the adventure story 
‘Pirate School’ to innovate a story of our own.  We changed the characters and the setting and 
created a new solution to the problem in our stories. 

In Topic this week we had a Roman Day.  Throughout the day, we had a variety of activities for the 
children to take part in, these included Gladiator games, road making using ipads, clay pot making 
and sewing to make a Roman numeral book mark.  The children had great fun!  Here are some 
photos from the day:

  

Preparation for next week:

Next week is the moment we've all been waiting for!  FELLOWSHIP AFLOAT!!  All children going on 
this trip received a final letter on Tuesday with all of the information you need to know before we go 
next week.  Please make sure your child is well rested over the weekend. 

Reminders:

PTA Summer Fayre is next Saturday 12  May!  If you are available to help on a stall for just an 
hour, your time would be appreciated.  Please contact the PTA team if you are available. 

 

YEAR FOUR

The gaunlett has been thrown down this week with a times tables competition set up between 
Durham Class and Warwick class. Mrs Shirazi will be tracking the progress of each class over the 
next two weeks and the class with the best times will then be announced in the Friday assembly. 
We wish both classes the best of luck.

Other than practising hard for the competition, we have been looking at drawing and interpreting 
data from line graphs this week in Maths. In English we’ve been busy thinking about the different 
perspectives of characters in a story. In this case, it’s a true story of chimps managing to escape 
from a zoo and this week the children have written some brilliant monologues from the perspective 
of the head chimp. There was some fantastic emotive language and we really enjoyed reading them.
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YEAR FIVE

Our Learning this week:

 

In Maths, we have been multiplying and dividing whole and decimal numbers by 10, 100 and 1000 
as well as adding and subtracting fractions with different denominators.   We are working hard to 
develop the children’s mental arithmetic skills by teaching them quick and easy strategies to work 
out seemingly complex calculations.  We are really pleased that the children are beginning to make 
links between different operations and concepts.

In English, we have been discussing and comparing a range of poems on a similar theme. The 
children have identified rhyming couplets and investigated how to change a word at the end of a 
line to enable a rhyming couplet to be created. Using this knowledge, they have begun to create 
their own rhyming couplets to extend the poem.

In Science, the children have learned about the eight phases of the moon and they are continuing 
to investigate the solar system.  The children have investigated different resources such as film 
clips, used the internet and taken research from reference books to enhance their scientific 
knowledge.

 

Preparation for next week:

 

We are busy rehearsing for our Ingestre Hall showcase on Wednesday 23  May.  This has brought 
back fond memories of the time we spent there.  The children are enthusiastic and keen to share 
their performances and experiences.

 

Year Group Dates/Reminders:

SRA Book Week 21  – 25  May

Ingestre Hall Showcase: 23  May 2:15pm

 

 

Secondary News

Barcelona Trip
Now in its fourth year, the Barcelona trip for Year 9 students learning Spanish was once again a 
huge success. It started with an early morning flight out of Luton airport. The sun shone for us as 
we strolled along Las Ramblas and sampled the delights of Boquería market. After a well deserved 
sleep in our chalets, we visited the Picasso museum, lunched in the park and had a tour of the 
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famous La Sagrada Familia. In the evening, we had a swim in the pool and jacuzzi and tasted more 
traditional Spanish food. Monday was a highlight for most of us as we climbed the Montserrat 
mountain and took a tour of Camp Nou football stadium. Back at the chalet, we had time for 
another swim before dinner and a Spanish dance class which was great fun! On our last day we got 
to do some shopping and have a game of football on the beach before heading back to the airport. 
We all had a great time especially as we made new friends with the students from Sir John Lawes 
that were on the trip too.

                                               Student Celebration

                                                            

Congratulations this week to Year 7, who have made a great start to their third and final term of the 
year. The race for the 'Highest Conduct Points' is closer than ever, due to the sheer volume of 
reward points being achieved. Our latest winner is Wordsworth House, achieving an outstanding 
471 points in just 2 weeks! The tutor groups are also striving to achieve our attendance target of 
96% , to secure the 'Best Attendance' trophy. Well done to both Dahl and Christie for reaching 99% 
over the last fortnight! Can they hold the lead in the next round!!

 

Miss Shirazi.

Head of Year 7.

 

Artwork of the Week
Year 5’s charcoal moon drawings are this week’s Artwork of the Week. Well done year 5, they look 
really amazing!

 

Samuel Ryder Academy's Showcase Concert 



The Samuel Ryder Academy’s Showcase Concert is taking place on Thursday 24th May 2018 from 
6pm – 7.30pm in the Main Hall. This is an exciting opportunity for our talented students to showcase 
the hard work they have put into their class work, exam work, and extra-curricular groups.  The 
theme of the concert is ‘Time’ and our students will be performing pieces ranging from classical to 
modern pop, taking you on a journey through the history of music along the way. Students from 
across the Academy will be performing in the event, including solo singers, the primary string 
group, the Year 10 rock band, secondary chamber and guitar ensembles, as well as many more of 
our talented musicians.

All students, parents, friends and family are invited to the Showcase. Tickets are £3 for students 
and £4 for adults and will be available to buy from the school shop between 12:30pm and 1:30pm 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

We would be delighted to see as many people as possible coming to support the event and hope 
you will join us on the evening to celebrate the wealth of musical talent that the school has to offer.

 

Inclusion Coffee Morning

Inclusion Coffee Morning - next Friday 11th May , 9.30-10.30am. Short meetings are available 
with a member of the Inclusion Team. the focus will be on transition for next year. 

If you would like to speak to someone about your child, please contact or email Mr. Ralph 
(g.ralph@samuelryderacademy.co.uk) to arrange a time. 

 

Sport
Congratulations to our Year 10 footballers who are District Champions after a 3-1 win over 
Verulam!. There was fantastic skill and effort shown by all, resulting in very proud Samuel Ryder 
Academy pupils, teachers and supporters. 



On Thursday 26th April, Year 7, 8 and 9 participated in their first athletics meet. Our students 
should be very proud of themselves for competing and showing how fantastic our Athletics team 
are!

 

PTA News

As you know the Spring Fair fundraiser for ‘Pitch in 4 Pitches’ is next week on Saturday 12th May 
between 12pm and 3pm! It is shaping up to be a wonderful afternoon with Games, Sports, Crafts, 
Science and lots of lovely food and drink, all we need now is for the sun to shine!!

 

We are still seeking prizes for our silent auction; please do get in touch if you feel you can donate 
anything no matter how big or small your contribution will make such a difference to this 
fundraising event!



Thank you to those of you who have already returned your raffle tickets, you can still return them 
up until next week and there are more available from reception too! You will also be able to buy 
them on the day, there is a fantastic Krups Espresseria Coffee Machine worth around £400 up for 
grabs as first prize and many more prizes too!

 

PLEASE VOLUNTEER IF YOU CAN!

You can now volunteer to help at the Spring Fair on PTA events

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/sra

 Please do take the time to do this, we can’t run these events without you!

 

Upcoming Events

 

Get some wonderful family portraits done, support the national team in the World Cup or challenge 
the children at the Colour Fun Run, find more information and book now on PTA Events 
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/sra!

 

Event Date

Spring Fair Saturday 12  May 2018

Family Photography Day Sunday 13  May 2018

PTA Meeting Wednesday 23  May 2018

St Albans Half Marathon Marshalling Sunday 10  June 2018

PTA Meeting Wednesday 20  June 2018

England World Cup Match Family Screening Monday 18  June 2018

Bag2School Thursday 21  June 2018

England World Cup Match Family Screening Thursday 28  June 2018

Colour Fun Run Sunday 30  June 2018

Cinderella at the Alban Arena Wednesday 12  December 2018

 

Enjoy your weekend!

The PTA
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Samuel Ryder App
Please remember that we supply the ‘Samuel Ryder’ mobile app.  We use this for non-student 
specific communication, which includes a copy of the school calendar and the latest Samuel Ryder 
news.  This can be downloaded from your mobile device’s App store by simply searching ‘Samuel 
Ryder’. Click here for a guide on how to download.

We have recently created ‘All Primary’ and ‘All Secondary’ notification groups. We ask that you 
please select one or both of these options in your App settings in order to receive information about 
primary or secondary as a whole. This needs to be done in addition to your year group selection 
(please change this to your current year group as soon as possible). If there are any queries 
regarding this please don’t hesitate to contact App_Help@SamuelRyderAcademy.co.uk

 

Facebook and Twitter
To keep up to date with lots of exciting activities happening in school, please like our Facebook 
Page and follow us on Twitter!  Click here to visit our Facebook page, and follow us on Twitter at 
@SRASecondary and @SRAPrimary. Our Facebook and Twitter accounts can also be accessed 
through the ‘contact’ section of the app. Simply click on the small Facebook or Twitter icons and 
you will be linked straight to our pages.

Technical Assistance
If you are having any issues regarding Parent Pay, the Samuel Ryder App, or Sims Login, please use 
the following email contacts for assistance:

Parent Pay Log in requests:

Finance@scholarseducationtrust.co.uk

School App

App_help@samuelryderacademy.co.uk

Sims Log in Technical Assistance

technicalassistance@samuelryderacademy.co.uk

http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/assets/files/secondary/Letters home/2016-2017/Mobil App introduction Letter 2017.pdf
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