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22ND MARCH 2019

DEAR PARENTS AND CARERS 
 
It has been another very busy week at Samuel Ryder Academy! 
 
 Trips
Passports 
The UK government recommends that travellers going 
to the EU after 29 March 2019 have six months left on 
their passport, and is also advising that any extra 
months which have been added to a 10 year passport 
will not be valid. 
 
 
 

Local Trips and Visits Consent 
Please could you ensure that you have completed the 'Local Trips and Visits' data 
section of your SIMS parent App.  
Please note that students will not be able to attend trips if the consent has not been 
ticked.  
If you have any issues or are unable to access the SIMS Parent App, please contact our 
technical assistance team at : 
Technical Assistance@SamuelRyderAcademy.co.uk

Allergy Awareness
NO NUT AND NO SESAME 
We have a strict ' No Nut & No Sesame' 
policy. Please refer to the 'Allergy Awareness' 
booklet available on the school website 
 http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/887/s 
chool-lunches-3 
and in Main Reception. Please adhere to the 
'food exclusion box'.  
 

http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/887/school-lunches-3
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Music Events
Samuel Ryder Academy 
Music Department 
Proudly Presents 
 
A MILLION DREAMS 
Summer Music Showcase 
FRIDAY 14TH JUNE 2019 
 featuring songs from.... 
 

and many more..... 
LUNCHTIME REHEARSALS FOR CHORUS (open to everyone) 
Wednesday 12:20pm – 1:00pm – Y3 and Y4 Choir time 
Friday 12:20pm – 1:00pm – Y5 and Y6 Choir time 
Tuesday 1:00pm – 1:30pm – Y7 & Y8 Singers time 
Friday 1:00pm – 1:30pm – Y9/10/11/12/13 Singers time 
REHEARSALS FOR FULL CAST: 
Tuesdays after school    3:30pm until 4:30pm (from Tuesday 30th April)   
AUDITIONS (please see Mr King for Audition Material) 
For Year 3 / 4 / 5 / 6 
Wednesday 13th and Thursday 14th March- 12:15pm – 1:00pm 
(In Cambridge Classroom) 
For Year 7/8/9/10/11/12/13 
Tuesday 12th March – 12:50-1:50pm in MU1 
 Everyone who wants to be in the show can be in the chorus, NO AUDITION needed!

ANYONE who wants to do a solo/small group song, or a solo line in one of the whole 
chorus songs must audition for us.
We have already decided the solo/duet songs for the show and we will then allocate 
these to students following auditions.
Unfortunately, we won't be able to give everyone who auditions a solo/duet/part to do
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Primary News
We would like to congratulate Imperial for completing their cycling proficiency 
course. We feel it is important that the children experience and understand how to 
ride bikes safely near, across, and on roads. St Andrew's will have the opportunity 
to complete their course next week.  
On Thursday, we enjoyed celebrating World Poetry Day and reading a range of 
different poems throughout the day. Maybe the children could write their own 
poems over the weekend to share with their class on Monday.On Friday, we 
enjoyed watching Red Class assembly and were proud of the way they confidently 
told us about what they have been learning over the half term. 
 
Primary Open Morning: 
Next Friday 29th March, we will be inviting parents into school for our Primary 
Open Morning. Children will enter school and register as normal. Parents will be 
permitted to enter the school at 9.00am, through their normal class entrances. 
Parents of more than one child will need to ensure time is shared equally between 
classes during the allocated times. At 9.30am, parents will exit the school thorugh 
the Y1/Y5 entrance and the main primary gate. We look forward to seeing you 
there 
 Easter Bonnet/Hat Competition 

On Friday 5th April, we are inviting children to participate in 
an Easter Bonnet/Hat competition. Children will be required 
to create their masterpieces at home and arrive at school 
wearing them on Friday 5th April. One winner will be 
selected from EYFS, KS1 and KS2 during the morning. 
Children do not need to arrive at school in a bonnet or hat if 
they do not with to participate. 

Communication 
Please can all parents ensure that all messages regarding unforeseen changes to 
student collection be sent through the main school reception and not individual 
teacher emails. This is to ensure that messages are received before collection and 
children are released safely and on time. Thank you for your co-operation with this. 
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Primary News
Hair/Head Lice 
There has been some recent reports of children experiencing head lice within the 
school. Please ensure that you read the NHS guidelines below: 
Head lice and nits are very common in young children. They don't have anything to 
do with dirty hair and are usually picked up from head-to-head contact. It is very 
important that you check for head lice on a regular basis. Please see the NHS advice 
for treating head lice below. 
Wet Combing 
Lice and nits can be removed by wet combing. This method should be tried first. you 
can buy a special fine-toothed comb (detection comb) online or from pharmacies to 
remove head lice and nits. 
There will be instructions on the pack to follow but typically you: 
 -use the comb on wet or dry hair - although it usually works best on wet hair with 
conditioner 
 -comb the whole head of hair, from the roots to the ends 
 -repeat every few days for 2 weeks 
It usually takes about 10 minutes to comb short hair and 20-30 minutes for long,frizzy 
or curly hair. 
Medicated lotions and sprays 
Ask your pharmacist for advice if you have tried wet combing for 2 weeks but your 
child still has head lice or nits. They may recommend using medicated lotions and 
sprays. These kill head lice in all types of hair, and you can buy them from 
pharmacies, supermarkets or online. Head lice should die within a day. Lotions and 
sprays come with a comb to remove dead lice and eggs. Some treatments need to 
be repeated after a week to kill any newly hatched lice. 
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Primary News
Important Dates and Reminders 
 
W/C Monday 25th March     Cycling Proficiency  -                      St Andrews Class 
Wednesday 27th March      Y4 Open Morning                           9.00 - 9.30am  Classrooms 
Thursday 28th-Friday 29th March - Y4 Residential  Stratford Upon Avon 
Friday 29th March               Primary Open Morning                   9.00- 9.30am   Classrooms 
Friday 29th March               PTA Mother's Day Sale      
Friday 29th March               Wear a Hat Day  
Tuesday 2nd April               Y4 Fellowship Afloat Parent Info    3.30-4.30pm , Main School 
Hall. 
Wednesday 3rd April          Year 1 Easter Service                     9.30-10.30am   St. Luke's 
Church 
Thursday 4th April               Year 1 Colney Heath Train Trip 
Friday 5th April                    Easter Bonnet/Hat Challenge 
Friday 5th April                    Last Day of term                            12.15pm Finish 
 
 Lost Property 
Please remind children to check for lost property on a daily basis.  We will now be 
recycling the contents of lost property each fortnight.   
 
Apparatus 
Children are not permitted to play on any apparatus or within the school grounds at the 
end of the school day.  The playgrounds are used by after school clubs and it essential 
for parents to leave the school premises promptly in order to ensure the clubs run 
effectively and safely. 
 
Safety 
We have a high number of children arriving to school on bike and scooters and would like 
to remind parents about the importance of children wearing protective helmets. The 
roads are extremely busy in the mornings and the children’s safety is paramount. 
Enjoy your weekend, 
 
Ms Shirazi and Miss Wood 
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Stars of the Week

Orange Class - Sami Ghailan Bourgila, for your fantastic explanations in Science this 
week. You were able to categorise different animals and explain your answers 
confidently. Well done, Sami! 
Purple Class - Shreya Barot, for your fantastic effort in maths this week. You used a 
hundred square to solve 2-digit adding and taking away problems. You didn't give up 
even when it was quite tricky. Well done Shreya! 
Yellow Class - Edward Bailey, for writing a wonderful persuasive letter to fly. He put a lot 
of effort and thought into what he was writing. Keep up the great work Eddie! 
Green Class - Faith Barton, for being focused in our maths sessions and confidently 
answering questions about division. Keep it up! 
York Class - George Mercer-Deadman, for improved efforts in his presentation and 
writing. Your books are looking much neater George, Well Done! 
Bath Class - Elodie Green, for a fantastic fantasy story where you used conjunctions to 
extend your writing. 
Durham Class - Suzana Colak, for a fantastic attitude to learning across all subjects. 
Suzana always gives 100% and will be greatly missed when she leaves to go to her new 
school.  
Warwick Class - Alessio Spasiano, for creating an incredibly detailed drawing of a jewel 
longhorn beetle. Well done! 
St Andrews - Jamie Law, for reciting a poem with confidence and enthusiasm! Well 
done Jamie! 
Imperial Class - Angelo McCaw, for writing a fantastic persuasive letter to fly and 
contributing lots of imaginative ideas to class discussions.  
Cambridge Class - Ella Grant, for showing a fantastic growth mindset in Maths, working 
hard at developing her knowledge of her times tables and the four operations. 
Oxford Class - Leila Bain, for a fantastic attitude to learning, contributing to class 
discussions and for creating a persuasive letter based on the story 'The Spider and the 
Fly'.  
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The Year 6 Netball team played in the Large Schools District Tournament last Saturday. 
Despite the cold, strong winds, all ten of the squad played with determination and 
enthusiasm, right to the end of the last game. Although they lost out to St Albans High 
School for Girls and St Albans and St Stephens, the team were very successful in their 
other four games; resulting in them achieving 3rd place overall. Throughout the 
tournament, they demonstrated an excellent level of skill, a good awareness of tactics 
and mostly importantly, a great team spirit. I feel very privileged to have had the 
opportunity to coach these girls. The squad collected the league 2 trophy as they were 
unbeaten in this league. Next Wednesday 27th, 28 of our club regulars will play in the 
last game of the season. Year 3,4 ,5 and 6 will be representing our school -  Good luck 
to you all!

Netball

Letters about both these events will be coming out in the next couple of weeks with further 
information and how to get tickets 
Friday 17th May - Primary Music Showcase 6:00pm 
All primary instrumental groups and choirs, plus some solos 
 
Friday 14th June - 'A MILLION DREAMS' 6:00pm 
Songs from the Shows 
choirs from Primary and Secondary as well as solos/small group songs 
 

Primary Music Events
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Secondary News

Upcoming Dates

The Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night-Time

On Thursday 14th March, many of the Drama MASt students from Years 7 to 10, went 
on a school trip to watch 'The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time' in London. 
This production was an absolutely fantastic play to experience, with many peaks and 
troughs in the storyline and an array of drama techniques presented to the audience. 
Not only was it a beautiful storyline, there were several effects that allowed for the 
story to better highlight certain sections of it; overall creating a fantastic production that 
was a pleasure to watch. Between a real life puppy bounding across the stage and a 
truly fantastic explanation of a seemingly difficult mathematics equation, the play 
showed many interesting characters and aspects of the story to create an absolutely 
unforgettable experience. 
Monet Bradshaw-Brown, 9 Dahl 
 

Year 10 Parents' Consultation - Thursday 28th March, 4.00 - 7.00pm 
We look forward to welcoming all Year 10 parents and students to the Parents' 
Consultation on Thursday. Appointment letters have been sent to parents, if you have not 
received your letter, please call the school office.
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Mock Interviews
This year, the school welcomed volunteers from our partners, Deloitte LLP and 
NFT Distribution, parents, and our school governors to offer Year 10 students 
guidance and expertise in interview technique as part of the school's career's 
strategy. It was an overwhelmingly positive day for all involved.  
Here are a couple of comments from students: 
 
'At first, I was very nervous, as I had never done anything like this before and had 
no idea what to expect. I was told that all of the interviewers were kind and 
understanding of the fact that you would be nervous, so that relieved me. The 
interviewer who I was talking to was overall happy and sympathetic. I was asked 
several questions including, 'What are some of your achievements?' 'How are you 
going to work for your aspirations in life?', 'What are some of your weaknesses?'. I 
answered each question confidently and I tried my best not to panic. I feel that my 
Mock Interview day went extremely well. The feedback I got was brilliant and useful 
and I think this is going to help me a lot with interviews I will face in the future. 
Ashley Andrews 
' I really enjoyed the mock interview and, personally, I think it went extremely well. 
The interviewers were very friendly and understanding and seemed interested in 
everything I was saying to them. The questions were challenging at times but I feel 
that it has given me a good experience and I will know what to say next time. Next 
time, I think I could prepare even more with answers. For example on questions 
about times that I have been committed, times where I have had to negotiate with 
other people and times where I've had to organise a jam-packed week or weekend. 
However, overall I think it went really well and I'm glad I did it because I didn't know 
what an interview would be like until today.  
Ella Brinson Green
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Football

Rugby

U16 District Cup Football 
SRA started their defence of their district title with a comfortable win, away at Nicholas 
Breakspear on Wednesday. Goals from Noel-Williams, Carty, Young and an own goal 
settled the tie 4-1 in SRA's favour. Conditions for the game were poor, meaning the 
team had to play a controlled and patient game. The midfield, led by J. Rickard, 
controlled the tempo of the game and ensured that any threats posted by the home side 
were dealt with. The team now looks forward to a home semi-final where they will bid to 
reach the final for the second year in succession. 
 

Year 7/8 
Last Friday Mr Walker took SRA's Under 13 Girl's Rugby team over to Cheshunt Rugby 
Club to take part in the Herts County Festival. 
The girls played three group stages, winning them all - 7-0, 6-1 and 7-1, before making it 
into the semi-final where they again showed their dominance, winning 5-1. 
The final was against Sandringham, who had also won all of their games on the way to 
the final. Two well matched teams, both strong in defence and lethal in attack. 
Sandringham put up a better defence than  the SRA girls had previously been up against 
in the day. District 200m champion and Herts County athletics representative, Ruby 
Peacock, was struggling to find space which she had been finding and exploiting earlier 
in the day. It took the experienced Mia Bradshaw-Brown to break the deadlock as she 
steamed over the try line, breaking through numerous tackles. Sandringham managed to 
bring the score back to 1-1 by the halftime break, SRA were unfortunate not to be 
leading as Mia again went over the try line but was held up. 
The second half was very similar to the first, evenly matched. Again, Mia broke down the 
Sandringham defence to score, putting SRA up by one try. Sandringham came back 
again to equalise the score 2-2, with 10 seconds left to play. 
SRA had the ball and knew they had to score in the final play if they were to become 
champions, we were on the attack. Beth Seller was instrumental throughout the 
tournament, keeping the ball alive with pace playing to our strengths. We were being 
forced left and right, a try didn't look like it would come. The ball was turned over and 
now Sandringham were on the attack. Beth got back well, made the tackle and 
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managed to turn the ball over in the process before passing the ball to captain Jess 
Crawley, who drew a tackle and passed it to the tournament's leading try scorer 
Ruby Peacock, who was unstoppable, sprinting the ball into the corner to win the 
tournament in the most epic way! 
Congratulations!! The girls were fantastic, every single one, but especially the Year 7 
students.  Momna, who made her debut, scored and made some crucial tackles, 
Hannah Sippets was also a stand out performer who represented her year group 
well. 
Leading try scorer - Ruby Peacock 
Player of the Tournament - Mia Bradshaw Brown 
 
 
 
 
 



SAMUEL RYDER 
ACADEMY  NEWSLETTER

Handball
The U13 girls handball team headed to the county finals today to compete against 
the best in Hertfordshire. They played three pool games, winning all three to qualify 
for the semi-finals . Game 1 saw them beat Presdales 2-1 with a lat minute winner 
from H. Sippetts. Game 2 was another strong performance beating Monks Walk 
convincingly 3-1. In their final pool game, the girls really turned on the style, beating 
Leventhorpe 5-1 with goals from E. Turley and H. Sippetts. In the semi-final, they 
came up against John Warner who had finished second in their pool, after 
surprisingly losing their first game. The game was a closely fought match  with the 
score changing 3 times. After going behind on two occasions, SRA twice equalised 
only for the opposition to score in the dying second. SRA sadly entered into the 3rd 
place playoff where they met their first opponents, Presdales, once more. This time, 
the game was less close with a dominant display for SRA, beating the opposition 3 nil 
to take the bronze medal. The team were excellent and represented the school 
brilliantly. Players of the tournament were B. Seller and H. Sippetts. Mr Pike was very 
proud of the girls, who only lost once all day. For a relatively new team to the sport, 
this was an incredible achievement. Miss Alder, their coach, has done an excellent 
job in preparing the girls for this tournament.

Artwork of the Week

Year 9 have been creating some rock pool inspired mixed media collages this week 
and we thought this collection of their work was definitely worth showing. They have 
clearly had fun working with different techniques and have produced some very 
creative work!
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Family Photography Day Deadline 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 26th March 
Don't miss out on ordering your prints from the Family Photography Day. 
 
Mother's Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
***Only 1 week left *** 
Don't forget to send your child in on Friday with £2 for each flower they wish to 
purchase. This event is held during school hours and is open to the whole 
school. Secondary  have an opportunity to purchase during their lunch break if 
they wish to. 
(Provisions have been made for the Year 4 trip. Details to follow). 
 
Silver Smarties 
 
 
 
Thursday 4th April - Wednesday 24th April 
We are looking forward to the start of our silver smarties event in a couple of 
weeks. If your child cannot have smarties, please let us know via email to sra- 
pta@hotmail.co.uk, as soon as possible. An alternative will be provided. Every 
child that has participated will be entered into the draw, with a chance to win a 
£25 Odyssey Voucher. There will also be a competition between the classes, to 
see which class can raise the most money. The winning class will get extra 
Golden Time/Breaktime on the Friday after Easter. 
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Secondary Easter Egg Tombola 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday 4th April 
A massive thank you to all those that have already donated, you are all brilliant. We 
are halfway there. If you could donate any eggs, they are gratefully received. Every 
egg does make a difference. Please do follow our allergy policy of no nut or sesame. 
 
Bags2school 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday 26th April 
If you are having a spring clean between now and next term, please put it in a bag 
(black bin bags are fine) and bring it into school on the morning of Friday 26th April. 
(The first Friday back after the Easter holidays) 
 
Circus 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday 12th June and Thursday 13th June 
It's going to be a fun packed evening, with a BBQ,Bar, Prosecco Place and much 
more. 
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Future Events 
 
Event                                                                                  Date 
Mother's Day                                                                      Fri 29th March 
Silver Smarties                                                                   Thurs 4th April 
Secondary Easter Egg Tombola                                        Thurs 4th April 
Bags2school                                                                       Fri 26th April 
PTA Meeting                                                                       Thurs 2nd May 
Marathon Marshalling                                                         Sun 9th June 
Happy's Circus                                                                   Weds 12th, 13th June 
Father's Day                                                                       Friday 14th June 
 
 
This term is set to be a very busy one, with lots of lovely events. If you can offer 
help with any of the events, please sign up via www.pta-events.co.uk/sra. It will 
be gratefully received. 
 
Thank you 
The PTA Team.

http://www.pta-events.co.uk/sra
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