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19TH OCTOBER 2018

DEAR PARENTS AND CARERS

 
 
Last week we had our official opening of the 3G AstroTurf pitch with many invited
dignitaries including; the Mayor of St Albans,Cllr Rosemary Farmer and Georgie Bingham
of talkSPORT. Before the official cutting of the ribbon,we all watched Year 6 and Year 7
pupils having a wonderful time on the pitch and improving their football skills - they even
managed to teach Georgie Bingham a few new tricks! 
It was a great afternoon and all the guests were full of praise for our students and the
facility.It was wonderful to have all the people present that had worked so hard to make it a
reality including our wonderful PTA and Mr Pope who had lead the project in school.Thank
you to you all and further details are below. 
We are fortunate to have a dedicated,highly skilled Governing Body. We currently have two
vacancies for Parent Governors and today letters are going out to start the process of
finding suitable replacements. Further details are available below or they can be accessed
on the letters page on our website.It is an extremely important role and hopefully many
parents are interested in getting involved. 
As always,if you have any comments or suggestions, I would be pleased to hear from you,
please contact me at head@samuelryderacademy.co.uk 
 
Mr Gauthier 
Headteacher 
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Opening of our 3G Pitches!

Friday was a very exciting day at school with the official opening of our fantastic new 3G
pitches by Georgie Bingham, talkSPORT presenter and Football Foundation Ambassador.
Our facility has been made possible thanks to investment from the Premier League and The
FA Facilities Fund, which is delivered by the Football Foundation and the great fundraising
efforts of our PTA. In addition to the 3G Pitch being used for a huge number of school
curricular and extra-curricular activities,St Albans City Youth FC are also going to use the
site as a training facility. More than 850 people are expected to start playing football on the
pitch over the next five years which represents a growth of 224% and of this, significant
growth in the number of female players using the facility is also predicted. 
Georgie Bingham, talkSPORT presenter and Football Foundation Ambassador, said;
'Following Europe's recent victory at the Ryder Cup, it feels a fitting tribute that a school
named after the founder of this renowned golf event has their own reason to celebrate with
the opening of its wonderful new all-weather pitch. As a sports lover myself, I am very
envious looking on at the fabulous facilities available to the students at Samuel Ryder
Academy. To think that children from the age of 4 through to 18 at the school can use this
new 3G pitch to hone their sporting skills is hugely promising for their future
development,and you never know, some may go on to be the next Harry Kane or even
Tommy Fleetwood! 
'I think it's hugely important that the Premier League, FA and Government recognise the
importance of improving grassroots facilities to help develop and shape the future of football
in this country. I hope the thousands of children who will play on this pitch over the coming
years look back at their time playing sport at Samuel Ryder Academy with fond memories'. 
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Allergy News

We have a strict 'No nut & No Sesame policy 
Please refer to the 'Allergy Awareness'booklet

available on the school website here 
https://samuelryder.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/doc

ument/Allergy-Awareness-Booklet-Revised-Feb-
18.pdf?ts=1539771156 

and in main reception. Please adhere to the 'food
exclusion box'  

Thank you for your support.

PE Kit

Please ensure that all PE kit is NAMED.  A large number of children are leaving their kit
behind and it cannot be returned if it doesn't have a name! Thank you. 

Half Term House Scores!

https://samuelryder.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Allergy-Awareness-Booklet-Revised-Feb-18.pdf?ts=1539771156
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Primary News
This week, we have been thinking about growth mind-set and how important it is to
persevere with our learning. We would  like to thank Year Two and Year Three parents
for attending our curriculum Evenings on Thursday and hope you found them both
informative and supportive.  It was also fantastic to see so many parents attend our
primary Open Morning today and celebrate the children’s learning with them. It was lovely
to see how proud the children were to show their classrooms, displays and work.     
 
We have a high number of children arriving to school on bike and scooters and would like
to remind parents about the importance of children wearing protective helmets. The roads
are extremely busy in the mornings and the children’s safety is paramount.  
Year 2 and Year 6 SATs books  
 
The school is able to receive a discount for SATs revision books and we would like to
offer parents the opportunity to order the revision books at the reduced price.  
 
Year 2 SATs 
There is one pack of revision books for parents to purchase.  
 
Pack 1: Maths, Spelling, punctuation & Grammar and Reading (SATs Revision Books)
£8.00 
 
Year 6 SATs 
There are three packs of revision books for parents to purchase.  
 
Pack 1: Maths, Spelling, punctuation & Grammar and Reading (SATs Revision Books)
£8.00 
Pack 2: Maths, Spelling, punctuation & Grammar and Reading (SATs Question
Workbooks) £8.00 
Pack 3: Maths, Spelling, punctuation & Grammar and Reading (SATs Practice Papers)
£8.00 
 
Parents are welcome to order as many packs as they wish.  We would like to highly
recommend purchasing pack 1 as it can be used as a non-threatening revision tool
throughout the year. The packs can be ordered through the school’s Parent Pay system.  
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Hair 
 
We would like to remind parents about the school’s policy regarding hairstyles.  This
information can be found within the Primary Information Booklet. Children will receive
consequences for not following the school policy unless permission has been granted by
school.  
Hair – should be kept clean and tidy and should not be worn in any extreme style or have
an appearance inconsistent, in the Headteacher’s opinion, with traditional good standards
of uniform.  No patterns or tramlines should be shaved into the hair or the eyebrows.  Hair
should not be shaved below a grade 2.  Long hair should be fastened or tied back with
black, white or navy colours.  Hair ornaments should not be worn. Hair bands/hijabs must
be plain and either black, white or navy. 
Parent Consultations  
 
Tuesday 6th November 4pm-6.30pm  
Thursday 8th November 4pm-6.30pm   
 
Please can all parents ensure they have signed up for an allocated time slot for our
parent consultation evenings by the end of next Friday.  The class sign in sheets will be
accessible outside each classroom on a daily basis.  
 
 
Lost Property 
 
Please remind children to check for lost property on a daily basis.  Over the last few
weeks we have accumulated a lot of unlabelled clothing that has still not been collected.
 We will now be recycling the contents of lost property each fortnight.   
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Book Covers (Primary Phase) 
 
This year, we are placing a great emphasis on presentation and looking after our school
property.  We are encouraging children to take pride in their work and look after their
schoolbooks.   
To assist with helping us keep books clean and presentable, we would like to suggest that
parents purchase book covers for their child’s books.   These can be purchased from
school for a total of £3.00 and would ensure all the children’s books are protected.  This
will be a one off payment at the start of each academic year.    
The covers will be re-used for any new books throughout the year.  The book covers will
be available to order on Parent Pay.  Your child will then receive their book covers from
school.  The book covers are already a requirement in the secondary phase and we hope
that you support us in striving to improve the preservation and presentation of our
children’s lovely books. 
 
 
 
 
• Monday 22nd October- Nasal Flu Vaccinations (EYFS-Y5) 
• Year 4/5 Curriculum Evening – Thursday 25th October - 6.30-7.30pm.  Parents to enter
through the main school Reception.  
• Oxford Class Assembly –Friday 26th October – 9.00-9.20am.  
• Children are not permitted to play on any apparatus or within the school grounds at the
end of the school day.  The playgrounds are used by after school clubs and it essential for
parents to leave the school premises promptly in order to ensure the clubs run effectively
and safely. 
 
 
 
We hope you have a lovely weekend,  
 
Ms Shirazi and Miss Wood 
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Year One 
Orange 
Ismail Hussain - for such a fantastic start to Year 1. You are always trying your
best and you have made so much progress with your reading. Well done, Ismail! 
Purple 
Juliette Green - for always being like Mouse in all areas of Year One. you never
give up,even when you find something tricky. Keep it up Juliette! 
 
Year Two 
Yellow 
Eleri Chatterley - for writing a brilliant letter to me about her adventures back into
time,into space and to Candy Land. Keep up the fantastic writing! 
Green 
Ethan Tymms - for writing a fantastic letter during our English sessions,you
remembered to use the key features of aletter. Mrs Tafajoul and Mrs Hayes
really enjoyed reading it. 
 
Year Three 
York 
Luke O'Donovan - for his enthusiasm in learning across all areas of the
curriculum. 
Bath 
Eden Boswell - for a fabulous story which included adverbs and inverted
commas. 
 
Year Four 
Durham 
Lily Clarkson - for her confidence and growth mindset when problem solving in
Maths. 
Warwick 
Callum Tillotson - for an incredible fact file of the bagpipes which included fronted
adverbials, subordinate clasues and interesting facts. Well done! 
 

Stars of the Week
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Year Five 
St Andrews 
Joseph Fryer - for using fantastic figurative language to describe a mythical
creature. Well done! 
Imperial 
Iona Angheluta - for putting one hundred percent into all of your school work and
writing an imaginative descriptionof a mythical creature 
Year Six 
Oxford 
Malachi Chiappinelli - for writing an amazing story based around an inspirational
person in PSHE. Well done! 
Cambridge 
Caitlin Kerridge - for writing an amusing and informative account of how different
biscuits have evolved. 
 
 
 

Stars of the Week



SAMUEL RYDER 
ACADEMY  NEWSLETTER

Secondary News

Upcoming Dates

. 

Students teaching Teachers!

Y10 Curriculum Evening- Wednesday 7th November 2018 - please return reply slip by Friday
19th October. 
Higher Education and Apprenticeship Evening - Wednesday 24th October 2018, 6.30-
7.30pm - please return reply slip by Monday 22nd October 2018.

An update on how students instrument lessons for teachers are progressing! 
 
Miss Cradduck (Head of English) 
Learning: Clarinet 
'I have loved my music lessons so far;Ben has been an attentive,supportive and motivational
teacher and it's been great to see his leadership skills developing. It has also been a really
valuable experience in terms of putting me in the position of a learner and this has definitely
had an impact on the teaching and learning in my classroom'. 
 
Ben Graham (Year 8 student) 
Teaching: Clarinet 
'I have had a wonderful experience teaching Miss Cradduck and Mrs Miles. They have been
excellent to teach and have progressed incredibly quickly. They have been practicing lots.
They both have a diary and have been filling in when they have practiced and how long for. I
am thoroughly enjoying it and wish to do it next academic year as well. I also aim to try and
do some Grade 1 pieces,scales,sight reading and aural. I am totally sure that they would be
capable in doing so. They have loved every minute of it and even if they can't come in on
Thursday's, they still try to make it on another day, this has shown me how much
commitment they have.' 
 

Homework Club
Please note that there will be NO homework club on Tuesday 23rd October. Apologies for
any inconvenience.
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Proposed Year 7 Trip to Chateau du Broutel France -
Friday 7th June to Monday 10th June 2019

As part of our dedication to language learning,I am delighted to invite your child to take
part in an exciting Residential Trip to France. 
This trip will include a varied programme of activities during the day and in the evenings.
Pupils will get the chance to practice their French in a friendly environment. They will
also get the chance to visit a snail farm,a sweet factory,typical French markets and will
have the opportunity to take part in a town trail and learn how to bake croissant, among
many other activities. 
Your child will be given more details about this trip during their French lesson and you
can download the invitation letter from our website in the 'Letters Home' section where
you'll find more information about the trip and financial details.if you'd like hard copy of
the letter,please ask your child to go to Student Services to ask for one. 
Please do not hesitate to email me if you have any questions, 
Miss Guillouet 
Assistant Head of MFL 
c.guillouet@samuelryderacademy.co.uk
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Sport
Rugby 
Year 8 
Congratulations to the Year 8 rugby squad on a comprehensive victory over our
friends from Simon Balle School.Last year's fixture produced a close contest with
Simon Balle  the victors 22-25. However, this year the squad, adopting a more
expansive style,produced their best performance to date, running out winners with a
score line of 65-20.. Tries were scored by Mahaaz, Maya, Mathew, Austen, Bradley
and Sam FB (MOM). Particularly impressive was their individual ability to offload in
the tackle whilst ensuring the ball stayed alive. This created numerous chances
which were capitalised on. There is a break now but they should look forward to
resuming the season after a well-earned half term break. 
Year 9 
The year 9 rugby team competed in the first round of the county cup on Wednesday
away at Broxbourne school. A dominant performance was enough to see off the
opposition. Captain Junior Mason scoring 6 tries, Ben Freestone 2 tries and
newcomer Owen Attewelll scored his first try for SRA. 
 
Man of the Match Junior Mason 

Student Celebration

Congratulations to Izzy Paas in 9 Wordsworth, who has been selected
out of many keen netballers to play for the Maverick Futures netball
squad. She works extremely hard to improve on her skills at school so
this opportunity is well deserved! Fantastic achievement Izzy! 
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Restart a Heart

On Tuesday 16th October, we participated in Restart a Heart day, a yearly day of action
with the aim to teach vital life-saving cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) skills to as
many people as possible. We welcomed two paramedics into school who trained  295
students and staff in being able to administer CPR. We are very proud to have provided
this skill to so many of our students!  
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GCSE exams for EAL students
At Samuel Ryder Academy, we have many students who speak different languages at home and
the Modern Foreign Languages Department is delighted to offer these young people the
opportunity to take a GCSE in their home language at the end of Year 9. The GCSE is a valued
qualification in the United Kingdom. Students who take part not only gain experience of national
examinations earlier than their peers do but also, in our experience, excel. Indeed last year, the
attainment was 100% A* - C grades of which 75% was A*-A. If you would like your child to take
up this offer, please ask him/her to collect a letter from Ms Wrightson next week. 

Artwork of the Week

What an amazing couple of week's we've had in the Art department celebrating this year's
Big Draw festival,with the theme of Play! Children have been busy throughout the whole
school in tutor time and in their Art lessons painting and doodling playful patterns onto
discs in order to create a spectacular final piece of artwork,inspired by the artist Jacob
Hashimoto.As well as this, the teachers and some of the students have been painting golf
balls which will form 
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Don't forget to get your tickets for the Rock and Roll Bingo night on Saturday 10th
November. there will be a well stocked bar,which along with the usual offerings,will
include a small selection of craft beer and wine by the glass.Cheeseboards are also
available to pre-order.Last day to order tickets is October 30th so don't miss out on

what promises to be a really fun evening! 
Order tickets and cheeseboards at 

 
http://pta-events.co.uk/sra  

http://pta-events.co.uk/sra
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19th October 2018  
 

Dear Parents & Carers 
 

ELECTION OF PARENT GOVERNOR 
 

There are two vacancies for Parent Governors on the SRA Governing Body.  If you
would like to stand for election, please complete and return the attached form to Mrs
O’Leary, Clerk to the Governors, or Mrs Cousens at the school by midday on Monday

5th November 2018. 
 

Please be aware that regulations require everyone elected or appointed to a Governing
Body to undergo a  

pre-appointment check which may include a criminal background check. This is to
ensure the safety of the students. If you are elected and you subsequently decline to

undergo such a check, you will disqualify yourself. 
 

Please give brief details about yourself (not more than 80 words) on the form. If an
election is needed these details will be copied and sent to all parents with the ballot

papers. Please note that the 80 word limit will be strictly enforced. Any statement with
more than 80 words will be returned to the candidate for amendment.  

 
If the number of nominations are the same as, or less than, the number of vacancies

then those nominated will be deemed elected, unopposed. If there are no nominations,
the Governing Body has the duty to appoint a Parent Governor to fill the remaining
vacancy. Further information on the role of a governor can be found at the National

Governors Association website at http://www.nga.org.uk/Home.aspx . 
 

The Governing Body has determined that the term of office for a Parent Governor is four
years. If you are elected you may serve the full term of office even if your child leaves
the school before your term of office finishes. If an election is necessary, this will take

place after October half term and parents notified of the arrangements.  
 

Only parents of children registered at the school are entitled to stand or vote in the
election. A parent who is paid to work at the school for more than 500 hours in a school

year or is an elected member of the LA may not stand for election. 
 
 



. 

 
In most cases it will be obvious whether you are a parent. For the purpose of the election

of a Parent Governor, a parent is: 
 

• someone who has parental responsibility* 
or 

• someone who looks after the child on a day-to-day basis (but does not have “parental
responsibility”). 

 
*A person has ‘parental responsibility’ if 

 
a. she is the child’s natural mother;  
b. he is the child’s natural father and 

either was married to the mother on the day of the child’s birth or subsequently 
or has entered into a legal parental responsibility agreement with the mother 

or has been granted a residence order from the court directing the child will live with him 
or registered or re-registered the child's birth after 1 December 2003 

or  
c. the child lives with that person as the result of a court order. 

 
Should you wish to receive a translation of this letter please contact the school

Reception and we will be happy to arrange this for you. 
 

If you have any questions about whether you are eligible to stand or vote in the election
or about anything else in this letter, please contact Mrs O’Leary or myself. 

 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
 
 

Mr Gauthier 
Headteacher, Returning Officer  

 
 
 

Enc. 
 



VACANCY ON THE SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY 
 

SAMUEL RYDER ACADEMY IS LOOKING FOR 
TWO PARENTS/CARERS 

TO SERVE AS PARENT GOVERNORS ON THE GOVERNING BODY 
FROM NOVEMBER 2018. 

 
There are vacancies on the School Governing Body for two Parent Governors. The term

of office is for four years. 
 

The Governing Body at Samuel Ryder Academy has a very important role in monitoring
and evaluating the work of our school and in helping the school to continuously raise

standards. 
 

The Governing Body meets 6 times a year in the evening and in addition Governors
undertake a Link Subject role as part of knowing the school. Dates are set well in

advance.  
 

The position is open to Parents and Carers from either the Secondary or Primary phase
but the Governing Body are particularly keen to encourage representation from the

Secondary phase to achieve better balance on the Governing Body.   
 

You will receive full induction, training and support in the role. 
 

An explanatory letter and Nomination Form can be collected from the school office,
downloaded from the website, or if you would prefer via email please email Jane

O’Leary, Clerk to the Governing Body at joleary@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 

Nominations should reach Mrs Cousens / Mrs O’Leary c/o the school by midday on
Monday 5th November 2018. If more than two nominations are received there will be

an election. 
 

Please do seriously consider whether you could support the school in this way.
Remember that as a member of the Governing Body you can help effect real change and

enhance the life chances of all our young people. 
 

Mr Gauthier 
Headteacher, Returning Officer 

 




