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Dear Parents/Carers
 
Thank you to all those who came along to the Spring Fair on Saturday.  It was a brilliant day, 
despite the weather, and our highest fundraising event so far, raising over £6600 for Pitch in 4 
Pitches.

I would like to thank Michelle Miles and all of the PTA for their hard work, leading up to, and on the 
day.   The support they give to the school is amazing and much appreciated.

A big thank you too goes to the staff for their support with the event, and the students who ran 
stalls or took part in some way.

The variety of stalls on offer was great, something for all ages.  It was a real treat this year to have 
musical performances from our talented students; thank you to them and to Mr Fothergill for 
putting this together.  

 

The Primary children are enjoying a Royal Wedding day today, celebrating this weekend’s special 
event, with activities, tea parties and wearing red, white and blue! Year 2 SATs started this week 
and continue into next week. The children have really impressed us with their attitude, calmness 
and focus. 

 

Year 11 are in full swing now with the GCSE public exams.   I know that some students will be in 
school this weekend for Maths and English revision sessions, and I thank the staff who are running 
these.   It is good to see the students focussed, revising and working hard towards these very 
important exams.    

 

As always, if you have any comments or suggestions I would be pleased to hear from you, please 
contact me at head@samuelryderacademy.co.uk

 

M Gauthier

mailto:head@samuelryderacademy.co.uk


Headteacher

SRA Showcase Concert 24th May 6-8pm
One of the Year 9 music classes is putting on a Showcase Concert featuring some of our most 
talented students. Teh theme of the concert is Time, and our students will be performing pieces 
ranging from classical to modern pop, taking you on a journey through the history of music along 
the way. Students from across the academy will be performing in the event, including solo singers, 
the Primary String group, the Year 10 Rock band, Secondary Chamber and Guitar ensembles, as 
well as many more of our talented musicians. 

Tickets are £4 for adults, £3 for children, available from school.

 

Primary News

Stars of the Week

EYFS

Red Class

Osian Salter- For excellent effort during phonics. You listen carefully to the sounds in the words and 
use them purposefully in your reading and writing. Well done and keep up the good work.

Blue Class

Ellis Stone- For writing a narrative story independently. You stayed focused and used your story 
plan to help you. Well done. Keep up the good work.

 

YEAR ONE

Purple Class 

Zak Ilyas -For being a good role model. You are always polite to adults and peers in and out of the 



classroom. You work very hard and you show interest and enthusiasm for the things we do. You use 
class time constructively and you show perseverance on challenging tasks. Well done, Zak!

Orange Class 

Chloe Dunn - For having a really positive attitude to your learning. You never give up and keep 
trying, this led to you producing a wonderful booklet called The Queen’s Crown this week in English. 
Well done Chloe!

YEAR TWO

Green Class

 Gracjan Broda - For his determination in swimming. Gracjan really tries his very best during every 
swimming lesson and is making great improvements every day.

Yellow Class

 Sajjad Naqvi  -For being like Mouse and trying so hard in swimming last week.  Mrs Hayes worked 
with you in the pool and was so proud of your attitude, you tried your hardest and as a result gained 
so much confidence during the session.  Mr Barlow and Mrs Davey, also commented on how 
impressed they were with your perseverance. 

YEAR THREE

York Class

TJ Williams – For writing a fantastic adventure story.  TJ worked very hard to innovate a Pirate 
School story into his own Roman School story.  Well done TJ, we are very proud of you!

Bath Class

Finlay Seabrook – For amazing team work and organisational skills during his time on the Fellowship 
Afloat.  Well done Finlay!

YEAR FOUR

Durham Class

Summer Boswell – For fantastic participation during Science investigations and consistently 
presenting her findings neatly!  

Warwick Class

Joshua Deyes – For persevering with a difficult problem in computing and ultimate solving it with aplomb. 
Well done Josh!

YEAR FIVE

Imperial

 Noemi Angielska - For writing an entertaining and imaginative thank you letter.

St Andrews

Kaisan Kan - For excellent effort and focus when writing his thank you letter.



 

EYFS

Our learning this week in EYFS

 

In Maths, we have been using numicon to grasp addition and revisit doubling numbers. We have 
used number lines to practice one more and one less, as well as continuing to practice formation of 
numbers to 20.

In Literacy, we have been using the text ‘Jasper’s Beanstalk’ to write a narrative story about ‘My 
Magic Bean.’ We have written character descriptions of Jasper and sorted words with the digraph ‘er 
or ur’.

In Topic, we have used the story ‘The magic bed’ by John Burningham to create imaginary 
paintings. For people and communities we have talked about ‘special journeys’.

 

Year Group Dates/Reminders:

Book Week – 21  May. Children to dress up in their favourite book character on Friday 25  May.

Book Fair - Monday to Friday, between 3.30pm– 4pm( in the area where the year 4 children exit 
school.)

Class Assembly for Red Class – 22  June

Class Assembly for Blue Class – 29  June

 

Year One

Our Learning this week:

We have had lots of fun in maths this week. We have been out of the classroom for most of our 
maths lessons to estimate and measure capacity using standard units. We have filled various 
containers with water to determine which container had bigger capacity. We have used = symbols 
to compare our containers. We managed to stay dry for the activities, which added to the success 
of our sessions!

In Literacy, we have been writing our own limericks. We have been spotting patterns in known 
limericks and clapping the beat to count syllables. We have then planned our own limericks and 
copied them into books, together with an accompanying picture. The children have enjoyed reading 
their limericks aloud to their peers.

In Science, or Horrible Science, we should say, we have continued with the classification of animals. 
This week, our investigation caused mixed reactions, ranging from giggles to revulsion. The children 
have found poo in their classrooms and needed to find the culprit! After a heated debate, the 
children decided that the best way of finding out who did this gross deed would be to excavate the 
poo. This would have given them an indication of what type of animal it was: a herbivore, a 
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carnivore or an omnivore. The culprit turned out to be a pig! The police have been notified!

 

Year Group Dates/Reminders:

 

25  May 2018                    Orange Class assembly in the hall at 9am

12  July 2018                     Year One outing to Southend-on-Sea (whole day)

 

Year Two

Our learning this week:

 

SATs started on Monday; the children have been taken in small groups to complete some of the 
papers.  We have been very impressed with the calmness of the children and their focus.  During 
the times when the children have not been completing the SATs papers, they have been carrying 
out fun activities with Mrs Davey and Mrs Johns.  We have also started to listen to the songs for our 
production ‘Tuishi Pamoja’, the songs are incredibly catchy and we are looking forward to selecting 
children to sing them.

 

Preparation for next week:

 

The SATs will continue next week. When the children are not completing the SATs they will carry 
out a variety of activities connected to Shakespeare as this is the focus of our ‘Book Week’ this 
year.   To celebrate the end of ‘Book Week’, on Friday 25  May, the children can dress up as a 
character from their favourite book.  Please remember that the children go swimming on this day 
too, so will need to bring their swimming gear and be able to able change into their outfit after 
swimming.

Year Group Dates/Reminders:

 

Please be sure to apply sun cream in the morning before school. Also remember to send in a water 
bottle and sun hat.

Please can we remind you to have your full PE kit in every day. As the weather is warmer it is more 
hygienic to have white socks for your child to change into.  As the sessions are on the field we 
would suggest your child wears trainers from now on in preparation for sports day. 

Letters have gone out about our school trip to Affinity Water in July, please make sure you have 
paid for the trip via parent pay.
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Year Three

Our learning this week:

 

In Maths we have continued working on Time.  The children have been using the 12 hour and 24 
hour digit clock to tell the time.  Towards the end of the week we used time word problems to add 
and subtract hours and minutes from a given amount.

 

In Literacy, we have started learning about Shakespeare in preparation for Book Week next week.  
The children now know who Shakespeare is, what he is famous for and have listened to some of the 
stories from our children’s collection.  Ask your child about Shakespeare to see what they have 
remembered!

 

Our new topic all about Volcanoes has begun!  The children excitedly shared their knowledge about 
volcanoes and came up with lots of questions they want to find out about over the next few weeks.  
If you have any books, posters or models at home that might support our topic, please send them in 
with a clear name label.  We would love to borrow them for our classroom displays.

 

On Friday, the children had a wonderful time celebrating the Royal wedding!  We hope you enjoy 
watching this historic occasion on Saturday! 

 

Reminders:

Next week is Book Week and there will be a Scholastic Book Fayre running every day after 
school.  The book fayre will be held in the corridor at the end of the Primary building, where 
Year 3 and 4 normally exit at the end of the day.  We ask that you kindly wait for the children to 
be dismissed from school before entering the building.  Members of staff will be there to assist 
you.
Next Friday (25  May) is our book week dress up day.  Your child can come to school wearing a 
costume of their favourite book character. 

 

Year Four

Maths

In Year 4 this week we have been exploring angles and learning how to identify acute, obtuse, right, 
angles on a straight line and even reflex angles. We used our arms (and knees) to help us explore 
the different types of angles and then used this knowledge to order angles from smallest to largest. 
We had great fun using our new knowledge to answer quizzes and then quiz each other in a quick 
fire ‘What angle am I?’ game. It's been very quiet in English this week. We've been putting pen to 
paper and writing our escape stories, some of which are elaborate and all are very entertaining. The 
stories all follow the journey of a troop of chimps as they escape from the confines of their zoo and 

th



make their way to chimp utopia.

Towards the end of the week, we turned to exploring different types of triangles and how we can 
classify them into groups. Ask your child how we can tell the difference between an equilateral, 
scalene, right-angled and isosceles triangle!

 

Year Five

Our Learning this week

 

In Maths, we have continued to investigate ratio through solving real life word problems.  The 
children have grasped this concept quickly and are able to explain and identify number patterns.  
They have shown both resilience and perseverance when moving on to more complex problems.

In English, we have been writing thank you letters based on an historical thank you letter taken 
from the collection, Letters of Note.  The children have enjoyed creating their own letters to mimic 
the tone of the original letter.  They have impressed us with the way in which they have constructed 
sentences, included ambitious vocabulary and varied their punctuation for effect.

In Science, we are  continuing to study the solar system.  They are learning about day and night 
and the changing seasons. This topic has generated some interesting discussions and we are 
delighted that it has inspired many children to follow up with some of their own research.

 

Preparation for next week

We are extremely pleased with the rehearsals for our Ingestre Hall showcase on Wednesday 23  
May.  Please can you ensure that your child has a black t-shirt / top and black leggings / trousers for 
the dress rehearsal on Tuesday and the performance on Wednesday.

 

Year Group Dates/Reminders:

SRA Book Week 21  – 25  May

Ingestre Hall Showcase: 23  May 2:15pm

Favourite book character dress up day Friday 25  May

 

Secondary News
 

Being prepared for school
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Can we please ask parents/carers to ensure that students come to school with everything they need 
for the school day. Students who arrive at school fully prepared will have a positive outcome to their 
day.

 

MASt Global Trade workshop 

Last week, Year 7 and 8 MASt students had the opportunity to participate in a Geography workshop 
organised by Mr Hoque, focusing on global trade. Students discussed issues such as unequal 
distribution of resources. 

 

UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge
On Thursday 1st February, over one hundred of our highest attaining mathematicians undertook the 
prestigious UK Intermediate Mathematical challenge, organised by the United Kingdom 
Mathematics Trust. The Intermediate Mathematical Challenge is a national competition organised 
by the UKMT, aimed at 14-16 year old students. The one hour competition concentrates on 
mathematical application and logical thinking, testing students' problem solving skills and 
stretching those who enjoy lateral thinking. Certificates are awarded to the top-scoring 40% of the 
participants, with the very highest 8000 performers invited to take part in the International 
Kangaroo Mathematics contest.

We are delighted to congratulate the large number of students that achieved a certificate:

Bronze

Mark Mason

Jack Major

Skye Major

Ami Puddephatt

Makenzie Wortley

Aquib Islam

Eloise Strevens

Freya Diggens-Wilson



Nasir Zaman

Aran Shah

Aaron Austin

Arshi Islam

 

Silver

Jessica Wood

Andrew Hall

Olivia Tetlow

Ben Shenton-Smith

Kieran Read

Oscar Drury

Marcus Cunnington

Elora Machin

Elise Peacock

 

Gold

Imogen Thompson

 

In particular, we would like to congratulate Jessica Wood and Elise Peacock for achieving the highest 
scores in their respective year groups. 

Finally, it is with great pleasure we announce Imogen Thompson achieved not only the highest 
score in Year 10 and the Academy but was invited to undertake the International Pink Kangaroo 
challenge. This is the first time a Samuel Ryder Academy student has been selected for the 
subsequent stage and we look forward to sharing Imogen's results soon. 

Well done to all participants who have set an excellent example for our Year 7 and 8 students who 
receive their results shortly. 

Mr K Barry

Head of Mathematics

 

Support King House in the St Albans Half Marathon!



King House students and staff are taking part in the St Albans Half Marathon events to raise money 
for their House Charity - Teenage Cancer Trust. We have Primary students taking part in the 1.5 
mile fun run, Secondary students taking part in the 5k and staff taking part in both of these races, 
as well as one staff member running the complete Half Marathon. 

We are hoping to raise as much money as possible so, if you would like to sponsor us, please visit 
our Just Giving page https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/srakingfunrun2018.

In addition, we are looking for local companies to sponsor us in return for having their logo printed 
on our t-shirts. If  you know of anyone who would be interested, please contact Head of King House, 
Mrs Findley. (m.findley@samuelryderacademy.co.uk) for more details.

Thank you for your support.

 

HPV Vaccination
If your daughter is in Year 8, please note that the online portal for giving consent to the HPV 
immunisation will close on Monday 25th June 2018. Please click here for more details about the HPV 
Vaccinations.

 

 

PTA
Please find all our PTA News here!

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/sra/index.cfm?event=news&newsId=1436

 

Samuel Ryder App
Please remember that we supply the ‘Samuel Ryder’ mobile app.  We use this for non-student 
specific communication, which includes a copy of the school calendar and the latest Samuel Ryder 
news.  This can be downloaded from your mobile device’s App store by simply searching ‘Samuel 
Ryder’. Click here for a guide on how to download.

We have recently created ‘All Primary’ and ‘All Secondary’ notification groups. We ask that you 
please select one or both of these options in your App settings in order to receive information about 
primary or secondary as a whole. This needs to be done in addition to your year group selection 
(please change this to your current year group as soon as possible). If there are any queries 
regarding this please don’t hesitate to contact App_Help@SamuelRyderAcademy.co.uk

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/srakingfunrun2018
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/srakingfunrun2018
http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/assets/files/secondary/HPV Immunisations 2018 - EE138582 SAMUEL RYDER ACADEMY.pdf
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/sra/index.cfm?event=news&newsId=1436
http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/assets/files/secondary/Letters home/2016-2017/Mobil App introduction Letter 2017.pdf
mailto:App_Help@SamuelRyderAcademy.co.uk


 

Facebook and Twitter
To keep up to date with lots of exciting activities happening in school, please like our Facebook 
Page and follow us on Twitter!  Click here to visit our Facebook page, and follow us on Twitter at 
@SRASecondary and @SRAPrimary. Our Facebook and Twitter accounts can also be accessed 
through the ‘contact’ section of the app. Simply click on the small Facebook or Twitter icons and 
you will be linked straight to our pages.

 

Technical Assistance
If you are having any issues regarding Parent Pay, the Samuel Ryder App, or Sims Login, please use 
the following email contacts for assistance:

 

Parent Pay Log in requests:

 

Finance@scholarseducationtrust.co.uk

 

School App

 

App_help@samuelryderacademy.co.uk

 

Sims Log in Technical Assistance

 

technicalassistance@samuelryderacademy.co.uk

 

Term Dates
Summer Term

Start – Monday 16th April 2018 – Summer Term starts for all Students

Half Term – Monday 28th May – Friday 1st June

Finish – Friday 20th July 2018 – Summer Term ends for all Students, 12.30pm

 

mailto:Finance@scholarseducationtrust.co.uk
mailto:App_help@samuelryderacademy.co.uk
mailto:technicalassistance@samuelryderacademy.co.uk


Watford Ladies Youth FC - Trial Dates
Watford Ladies FC are currently looking to increase the numbers of girls in their grassroots 
(Community) and Elite youth teams for the coming season. We would like to invite any girls who are 
interested in playing football to one of our ‘Open Training Sessions’ being held at Paramiter’s 
School, Watford soon. Click here for more details.  If you have any queries regarding this or would 
like more information about our Club or teams, please contact newplayers@watfordladiesfc.com.

 

Primary School Maths - the Basics for Parents

St Albans Schools' Partnership 
For details of May Half Term 2018 activities for children, organised by St Albans Schools' 
Partnership, please click here

SIBS group!

http://academynewsletters.co.uk/assets/files/WLFC Open Trials Flyer 2018.pdf
mailto:newplayers@watfordladiesfc.com
http://academynewsletters.co.uk/assets/files/St Albans Plus holiday scheme - May 2018.pdf

