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16TH NOVEMBER 2018

DEAR PARENTS AND CARERS
 
 
 
On Wednesday this week we opened our doors to the parents of prospective new
Reception children, as we start the process for our new Reception intake in September
2019. Parents were invited to visit classes, hear about the opportunities for our primary
age children and see the fantastic facilities available. Thank you to Alison Watkins who
attended the day to meet the prospective parents and to provide her perspective of our
school. This was the first of  a series of open mornings for parents and it was lovely to
show so many families around the school. 
On Thursday evening we held our Sixth Form Information evening for parents and
students in Years 10 and 11.  It is always a pleasure talking to students about their
aspirations for the future and there was a tangible sense of excitement about the options
available to them. The evening started with an informative talk in the hall followed by the
opportunity to talk to subject staff about course content, assessment and entry
requirements.  Thank you to Mrs Potter for all her hard work in preparing for the evening.
Our sixth form students are a real asset to the school and our sixth form continues to grow
and flourish. 
On Sunday, pupils and staff from Samuel Ryder formed part of the Remembrance parade
in St Albans.  Thank you to staff that attended and for those parents that supported our
pupils.  
This evening, I am looking forward to attending the Music Showcase with students across
the Academy performing on stage. The event starts at 6pm in the Main hall and I hope to
see many of you there as well! 
Finally, a reminder that completed ballot papers for the Parent Governor elections need to
be returned by 12pm on Monday 26th November - please do take the opportunity to vote. 
 
 
 
As always,if you have any comments or suggestions, I would be pleased to hear from you,
please contact me at head@samuelryderacademy.co.uk 
 
Mr Gauthier 
Headteacher 
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Trips
All communication for trips with payment will be sent via ParentPay. Please ensure you
check your spam and correct email addresses have been registered.

Football Boots
Football Boots are an expected part of the PE kit and all students should have a pair. They
need to be either moulded or screw in studs so that they can be used on the 3G pitch. 
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PTA News
Bingo 
Thank you to all that came, and to everyone involved in making this event happen
again this year.  It was a brilliant night, lots of fun and very successful, with nearly
£800 raised.  
St Luke’s Fireworks 
This is a lovely community event which we are always very happy to help volunteer
at.  It is a great opportunity to build on the relationship we have with Mark at St
Luke’s.  We are always very gratefully when they reciprocate at our events. 
New Vice Chair 
A warm welcome to Sabrina Whinnett, who is the new Vice Chair.  She was voted in
at the PTA meeting Wednesday night.  She has been involved in the PTA for a while
now, so most of you should recognise her name if not her face.  
Bags 2 School  
Please ensure all bags are at reception no later than 9am on the 20th Nov. This is a
great time to empty out all those cupboards ready for Christmas.  Any bag can be
used.  
They are looking for good quality Adults’ and children’s clothes; paired shoes; hats;
belts; Handbags; Soft toys; Bedding; Curtains and Towels. Please do keep in mind
donation day, as the shopping room is always low on men’s gifts.  
Donation Day 
This is a very important day in the PTA calendar. This is where all the magic begins.
Hopefully you have all had your letters home and can see what your class has been
allocated to support. Please feel free to bring anything from the list on the day, all
donations are greatly received. If you can spare even half an hour after drop off,
there is always so much to do and there is a job for everyone. Meet in reception to be
signed in.  
 
Future Dates 
Bags 2 School 20th November  (9.00am) 
Donation Day 7th December     (all day) 
Festive Fair 8th December      (12-3pm) 
Panto Cinderella 12th December    (5-8pm) 
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Primary News
.  

.
This week, we celebrated ‘World Kindness Day’ and talked about the importance of
kindness and how we can be kind towards others in school, at home and in our community.
  
On Wednesday, Year Two enjoyed their Great Fire of London Day and enjoyed learning
how to make perfume, candles, medicines, and bread and enjoyed learning how to sew
and weave materials. They also experienced finding and identifying a range of old
artefacts.  We would also like to congratulate Green Class for producing a fantastic
assembly about the day and teaching us what they had learned.  
 
This week, children from Y2-Y6 also enjoyed participating in the Humanities Egg Heads
house competition and the teachers were really impressed with the children’s knowledge.  
 
 
Remembrance Parade  
 
We would like to thank all the children, staff and parents that participated in the
Remembrance Day parade in St Albans on Sunday 11th November.  It was a lovely service
and great to see so many paying their respects.   
 
 
Primary Pantomime 
 
As a special Christmas treat for the children, we have invited a theatre company into
school to perform a ‘Peter Pan’ pantomime for the children.  We consider opportunities like
this essential to ensuring fun, exciting educational experiences are offered to all of our
pupils throughout the year.  To support us in continuing to provide these extra special
occasions for children, we would like to invite parents to pay a minimum of a £2.00
voluntary contribution towards the cost of the pantomime.  The voluntary contributions can
be payed using Parent Pay from today.  We would like to thank you for your support.   
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Attendance Stars 
 
At SRA, we place great importance on attendance and expect that all our students achieve
an attendance level of at least 96% each academic year. It is through good attendance that
students can make the most of the opportunities that school has to offer, enabling them to
achieve their full potential.  
Every fortnight, the class with the best or most improved attendance will receive our
‘Attendance Stars’ trophy and receive 10 minutes extra Golden Time as a reward.    
The previous winning class over the fortnight was Green Class with 98.8%.  
 
Dates/Reminders: 
 
Year 1 50s Era dress up day          Thursday 22nd November             
Cambridge Class Assembly            Friday 23rd November                            9.00-9.30am 
EYFS Maths Workshop                  Wednesday 28th November                    2.15-3.15pm  
INSET DAY                                     Friday 30th November  
Y3/Y5 Christmas Carol Concert     Wednesday 12th December                    9.15-10.15am  
Primary Open Morning                    Friday 14th December 9.00-9.30am 
Y2 Christingle                                  Friday 14th December   9.30-10.15am 
Y2 Open Morning                            Monday 17th December                          9.00-9.30am 
EYFS Nativity                                  Wednesday 19th December                    9.15-10.00am 
 
 
Games 
 
As the cold weather is arriving quickly we are beginning to run lunch time clubs and during
wet playtimes children will be permitted to stay indoors.  We already have a range of
activities to offer children during these times and children have shown an interest in
wanting more board/card/construction style games.  We would like to offer parents the
chance to donate any board games/table top games that they do not use anymore for us to
use during these times. If you would like to donate any games, please hand the items to
your child’s class teacher.  Thank you for your support.  
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Dahl House  
 
On Friday 23rd November, Dahl will be running a “Wear Something Red” day. It will be to
raise money for Dahl’s House charity, Roald Dahl’s Marvellous Children’s Charity. We are
asking that students pay £1 to wear a red item in addition to their correct uniform. Hats,
gloves, scarf, extra jumper etc.,but not instead or at the expense of their uniform. We
would like to make it clear that this is a Dahl house event but if any students from other
houses would like to help us raise money for charity, they can also bring in £1 and wear
something red. 
 
 
Hair 
 
We would like to remind parents about the school’s policy regarding hairstyles.  This
information can be found within the Primary Information Booklet. Children will receive
consequences for not following the school policy unless permission has been granted by
school.  
Hair – should be kept clean and tidy and should not be worn in any extreme style or have
an appearance inconsistent, in the Headteacher’s opinion, with traditional good standards
of uniform.  No patterns or tramlines should be shaved into the hair or the eyebrows.  Hair
should not be shaved below a grade 2.  Long hair should be fastened or tied back with
black, white or navy colours.  Hair ornaments should not be worn. Hair bands/hijabs must
be plain and either black, white or navy. 
 
Lost Property 
 
Please remind children to check for lost property on a daily basis.  We will now be
recycling the contents of lost property each fortnight.   
 
Apparatus 
 
Children are not permitted to play on any apparatus or within the school grounds at the
end of the school day.  The playgrounds are used by after school clubs and it essential for
parents to leave the school premises promptly in order to ensure the clubs run effectively
and safely. 
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Safety 
 
We have a high number of children arriving to school on bike and scooters and would like
to remind parents about the importance of children wearing protective helmets. The roads
are extremely busy in the mornings and the children's safety is paramount. 
 
Have a lovely weekend, 
Ms Shirazi and Miss Wood.

School Connect App

We understand the importance of keeping you up to date with the very latest school news,
events and information. In addition to the wealth of information available on this website,
we’ve just launched a new mobile App, designed to keep you connected, wherever you

are.   
 

How the App benefits you: 
 

• Stay informed of urgent announcements, delivered instantly to your phone. 
• Keep connected with recent news articles, photo galleries and social media.  

• Check term dates, download events to your personal calendar and set helpful reminders.  
• Instantly access the latest letters home and key information in our document zone. 

• Visit school related third party websites direct from the App. 
• Easily contact the school using our useful enquiry form or quick contact buttons. 

 
Download the App for free: 

 
• Visit the App Store or Google Play and search for ‘Cleverbox School Connect’. 

• Once downloaded, you’ll be prompted to enter our school name. 
• To receive important information and announcements, opt in for push notifications. 

• You’re now ready to use the App. 
 

We hope you enjoy using our new App.  
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Year One 
Orange  - Eva Bouchikhi - for creating a brilliant rhyming poem in English. You used lots of
different adjectives to make your poem even more interesting. Well done! 
Purple - Jack Griffiths - for continuing to improve your handwriting, Miss Bunney always
love reading your work because your handwriting is so beautiful. Keep it up Jack! 
 
Year Two 
Yellow - Indigo Wynne - for being a great representative of Samuel Ryder at our Great
Fire of London Day. You were very enthusiastic and participated brilliantly in all the
groups. 
Green - Thenina Hamrioui - for focusing on her presentation in our Maths lessons. We are
very proud of you. Keep it up. 
 
Year Three 
York - Melina Duka - for her consistent efforts in Maths this week! You have enjoyed
practising bigger numbers with money. Keep up the good work! 
Bath - Rory Watkins - for a superb piece of non-fiction report writing which included
headings, subheadings and a diagram. Well done Rory! 
 
Year Four 
Durham - Sophie Leonard - for a fantastic explanation text about Viking longboats. Sophie
thought hard about how to apply the skills we have learnt and showed what a fabulous
writer she is! 
Warwick - Morgan Ahern Nicol - for continuously developing your learning in all subjects.
Keep having a growth mindset. Well Done! 
 

Stars of the Week
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Year Five 
St Andrews - James Burge - for showing great enthusiasm during our topic lesson about
The Battel of Themopylae and taking an active role in the class discussion.  
Imperial - Toby Akintoye - for showing great enthusiasm in maths and working hard to
complete long division calculations. 
 
Year Six 
Oxford - Sofia Spasiano - for challenging herself to use a range of vocabulary and
description within her English work this week.  
Cambridge - Samantha Turner - for using figurative language incredibly well in her writing
in English this week.  
 
 
 
 

Stars of the Week

On Wednesday 14th November 2018, Samuel Ryder Academy Primary Year 6 Netball
team played a friendly match against Bowmansgreen Primary School.  We are proud to
report that SRA won 4-0 with Lillia Davey scoring 3 of the goals and Grace Bilantz scoring
1.  As a team, we saw a huge improvement in our play, with the ball being in the Samuel
Ryder goal third for the majority of the game.  We are overjoyed to get our first win of the
season.  
Bowmansgreen awarded the 'most valuable player' to Tyler Orchard - well done Tyler! 
 
We are proud of our teams effort and can't wait for our next match. 
 
Lillia Davey & Sophia Stacey (Captains) 

Primary Netball
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Secondary News

. 

Word of the Week

English News

An Inspector Calls performance

On Thursday, The Globe Players performed An Inspector Calls, for years 9,10 and 11. It was
a fantastic performance and really consolidated the students' understanding. Not only was
the performance excellent, but the actors broke down some of the key ideas behind the play
and encouraged the students to consider these alongside the narrative! 
'I really enjoyed the play and it aided my understanding of what life was like at the time in
1912. It showed very clearly how the younger people were willing to change and grow,
unlike the older generation. I'm looking forward to studying it later this year.'
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A small group of Year 9 students took part in the second of three events in the Robot
Rumble competition last week. Caitlin, Monet, Gemma, Tigerlily, Emily, Ben, Jason and
Milan all travelled to MBDA for the second time. The students had to present to a panel of
judges on a variety of topics, including: the design, the nature of the team, progress on
building the robot, planning, disputes and their log book. The students were exemplary with
the head judge coming to find me afterwards and commenting that it was 'the best first
presentation from any group I have ever seen'. The MBDA staff were extremely
complimentary regarding the group's presentation and efforts to work as a team. For my
part, I was hugely humbled and proud to be their teacher.Their first challenge was to hit
different buttons at different heights on a wall. Milan served as 'driver' of the robot and
improved his score on his second attempt. This scored the team a large number of points.
The presentation scored the highest of any school. The final two events were harder. The
challenge came when getting the robot to lift a small football over a wall, which in the end,
the team abandoned, focusing on scoring goals instead (for fewer points). Milan set up a
perfect shot and the ball went straight in. Unfortunately, the wheels of the robot just
crossed the white line and the shot was not allowed to be scored, however, points were
awarded for the design and performance.  
The final event was an autonomous challenge and 12/14 school struggle. The robot had to
self-guide and self-correct around a maze. Despite some excellent and lengthy
programming by Jason and Milan and two engineers from MBDA, the robot only managed
to get around 2 corners. That was 2 more than most! 
The final score board came up with 3 other schools. Our aim was to come above last, as
all the other competitors have done this competition for years. This is our first attempt as a
school. We were utterly delighted  to find out we came 5th out of the 14 schools taking part
on Friday and had shot up the rankings, thanks to an amazing effort by all involved. 
The final event will be at The University of Hertfordshire in January where we hope to stay
in the top 5. I look forward to the final update to deliver to everyone then.

Robot Rumble
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Speak Out Debate 2018

Today, Year 12 attended the Speak Out Debate, at the St Albans Abbey, in which the
panellists Peter Tatchell, a human rights and LGBT campaigner, Catherine Pepinister, a
journalist, Mark Elliott, a Help for Heroes campaigner and former British soldier, and Robert
Voss, Lord Lieutenant of Hertfordshire, answered questions submitted by the audience.  
The day ran from 10:00 - 12:30 and the panellists covered multiple topics,including the
media, the government not addressing Islamophobia in Britain, the refugee crisis in both
the USA and the UK and the West's involvement in Middle Eastern conflicts. These topics
were great to listen about, as we had many unanswered questions from our Government
and Politics lessons and it was also interesting to hear multiple views on similar topics from
people with particularly different backgrounds and experiences.  
A couple of polls were released on Twitter regarding some of the questions mentioned, one
of them asking if we should leave or remain in the EU. 79% of people chose to remain in
the EU, whereas the other 21% chose to leave. The panellists had many views on this - it
caused quite a controversy! 
Kaiesha Isaacs, Willow Davis and Skye Major.
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Our Artwork of the Week this week is by Elise Peacock of 10 Wordsworth. She has
taken time and effort to produce a really beautiful tonal drawing which will make up part
of her observational drawing sheet. Lovely work Elise!

Artwork of the Week
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Rugby
On Thursday the 15th November, the Samuel Ryder Academy Year 7 & 8 girl’s rugby team
took part in their ever tournament at OAs. 
Girls' rugby at SRA has really grown in recent years, headed up by Mr Walker and Miss
Alder. The girl’s team have benefitted from training with the older more established year 9
and 10s team as well as receiving expert coaching from a Saracens coach. 
The team on the day was mainly made up of year 8s with four year 7s making the debuts
into rugby (Hannah Sippetts, Orla Bartlett, Jasmine Monaghan and Freya Bostock). The
Girls played Abotts Hill in their first game beating then by 6 tries to 0 (Thompson, Peacock x
2, Bradshaw-Brown, Crawley,  Sippetts).  Player of the match Amelia Thompson. 
Up next was Roundwood Park, a very tough game which finished 1 try each (Peacock).
Ruby Peacock making numerous try saving tackles in defence. Player of the match Trinity
Mason. 
Our next game was to be another tough fixture against a strong Sandringham side. The girls
had grown in confidence after their two fantastic results prior. Went on to won 3 -1
(Thompson, Crawley and Peacock) a fantastic defensive performance from Jess Crawley
earned her the player of the match.  
Last game was against STAGS a dominant performance saw us win 7-1 (Peacock x 2,
Crawley, Seller, Bradshaw-Brown, Thompson and Mason). 
Mr Walker was beaming with delight and was incredibly proud of how well the girls played
together during the tournament. 
 
Special mentions 
Beth Seller, who was an incredible scrumhalf who worked tirelessly throughout to keep her
team on the attack, a well-deserved try in the final game. 
Ruby Peacock, for being the highest try scorer and making numerous try saving tackles 
 
Amelia Thompson making her debut for the school team, instrumental at getting the team
moving forward from the fly half position. 
Mia Bradshaw-Brown, an experienced head on young shoulders lead by example in both
attack and defence, consistently turning the ball over and winning it back for her team. 
Hannah Sippetts, consistently supplying support for the ball carrier when on the attack
resulting in her first try, and using offloads to brilliant effect when going into contact. 
Jess Crawley, player of the tournament, played out of her skin throughout. She was a
defensive barrier that no one could get passed, strong and fearless in every tackle, winning
the ball back for Samuel Ryder which resulted in saving tries and scoring tries. 
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Have you taken a career break from an engineering or a technical sector and wish to
return? Are you working below your experience in a different sector? Do you have an

engineering or technical degree that you aren't using? Do you just wish to transfer sectors
but don't have any experience? If so, this could be the opportunity for you! We are
currently sourcing candidates for the ACE Lifts 'STEM Returners' programme, a 13

week,fully paid and supported return to work programme starting in February 2019 in
Watford. All candidates will also have the opportunity to obtain a permanent role at the

end of the programme. No career break is too long, register to return to STEM today! For
more information, please visit www.stemreturners.com or email hello@stemreturners.com 

More information on the programme is also available here: 
https://www.stemreturners.com/2018/11/07/engineering-returners-given-lift-watford-

thanks-local-employer-ace-lifts/  

Stem Returners Programme running in
Hertfordshire with ACE Lifts

https://www.stemreturners.com/2018/11/07/engineering-returners-given-lift-watford-thanks-local-employer-ace-lifts/





