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Dear Parents/Carers
In a week of sporting disappointment nationally, I am glad to report sporting success at Samuel 
Ryder.

Last Friday, the sports day was a wonderful success. Thank you to the PE Department for their hard 
work and expert organisation, although it is a whole staff effort to make the day such a success.It 
was great to see the students parading onto the field with their fantastic House standards, which 
they made with the help of Mr Ash and the Technology team. Congratulations to Austen House for 
winning the Sports Day Shield for the second time!

This week I had the pleasure of presenting the awards at the Samuel Ryder Academy Sports Awards 
Evening.  It was great to see so many pupils invited to attend such an event, recognising the 
participation, effort and achievement of our talented sports men and women across primary and 
secondary phases of the school.  Congratulations to all those that won an award and a special thank 
you to Mr Barlow for the time and effort he has put into the evening, which will be his last one as he 
will be leaving us in the summer – we wish him well!

Yesterday (Thursday) the pupils that will be joining us in Year 7 in September had their induction 
day with the opportunity to meet their form tutors, learn the geography of the building and 
experience some lessons.  They have made a really good first impression, and from the comments I 
have heard they obviously enjoyed their time here and feel more confident about September.

As always, if you have any comments or suggestions I would be pleased to hear from you, please 
contact me at head@samuelryderacademy.co.uk.

 

Mr Gauthier

Headteacher

 

Samuel Ryder Academy Anti- Bullying Conference 2018
This year’s annual Anti- Bullying conference was held last week for both Primary and Secondary 
students. The students explored the different types of bullying and the impact bullying may have on 
an individual or group of people. Primary worked hard together to create their own Anti Bullying 

mailto:head@samuelryderacademy.co.uk


Charter for the Primary phase. Selected students are currently working on the design and will have 
this completed by the end of the week. Secondary students did a great job reviewing the current 
Anti- Bullying charter and have updated it ready for September.

 

Primary Phase News
EYFS

Our learning this week in EYFS

This week we sorted animals into different habitats and discussed whether they live in cold or hot 
climates.   In Art, we talked about the different colours observed in different environments and 
explored making tones and tints of cold and hot colours.

In Phonics we revised Phase 3 sounds and continued to practise writing simple sentences.  We are 
trying super hard to sound out words and use finger spaces, capital letters and full stops.

This week, two nurses came to visit us and taught us how to look after our teeth. Maybe you could 
ask us the importance of brushing our teeth, how we brush them correctly and see if we can teach 
you.   

In PE, we had lots of fun using various PE equipment to play games with our friends.

There will be no swimming lessons for EYFS next week.  

To celebrate the end of our topic, we will be having a fun ‘Seaside Day’ next Wednesday.  EYFS 
Pupils are invited to arrive at school dressed for a day at the seaside.  Swimwear can be worn 
underneath their clothes for wet play activities.  No Bikinis or two piece suits permitted.

If you feel you are able to provide us with any of the items below, please let a member of the EYFS 
Team know on Monday morning.  The items would be returned on Thursday 
morning.                                                                                        (Small paddling pool, dinghy, 
shells, buckets and spades, bubble machine, water pistols, water sprinklers)

Star of the Week

Red Class

Finley Cullen - for answering questions in whole class discussions with more confidence. Well done, 
you are really concentrating.



Blue Class

 

Aidan Reynolds- For being helpful and sensible this week. Thank you for always being willing to help 
keep the classroom tidy and for helping the staff in Reception. Well done. Keep up the good work.

 

 

Have a lovely weekend,

The EYFS Team.

 

 

Year One

Our Learning this week

In English we have been writing Survival Guides for next year’s Year One children. We started by 
planning our guides and then wrote them up. We included an introduction, the Do’s of year one and 
the Don'ts of Year One. Next week, we are going to read them to the Reception children so they are 
prepared for Year One!

In Maths, we have been looking at measure. We have looked at capacity, length and weight. We 
used lots of objects around the classroom and did lots of exploring activities with our learning 
partners.

Year Two

Our learning this week

This week the children have been having lots of fun in class. Green class have been measuring 
things around the room and remembering how to tell the time. We have also been writing stories 
and inventing ways in which natural phenomena occur.

Yellow class have been doing science experiments to see how many pencils they can get into a bag 
of water. We have also been making board games in small groups and played each other using the 
instructions given. 

On Wednesday afternoon, the Year 2’s were really lucky to have Maya’s Grandad, Granny and Mum 
come and talk about Kenya.  We learnt some new facts about Kenya and found out how to count to 



10 in Swahili. 

Reading books have been collected in so we can organise them ready for next year.  Please 
continue to access Bug Club to read books or perhaps visit a local library.  This Saturday the new 
‘Summer Reading Challenge’ is due to start.  Here is a link for more details:

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/books-and-reading/childrens-
library/mischief-makers.aspx

Letters have gone home regarding next year’s extra-curricular activities. Could these please be sent 
back to school if you would like your child to take part in  any extracurricular activities.

For those children who still have library books, class readers or recorders at home please could they 
be sent back to school as soon as possible.

Year Group Dates/Reminders:

Next Friday is the last day of school. Please be sure to collect your child at 12.15pm.

 

Year Three

Our learning this week

In English we have been using all the skills we learned throughout the year to write our own story.  
The children used the computers to type up their stories.  They were fantastic! 

In Maths the children had fun learning more about measure.  They used metre sticks, rulers, 
weighing scales, balance scales and measuring jugs to experiment with different units of measure.

A special mention for Mya Napoleon in York Class.  The show which she performed in earlier in the 
year has now been transferred to the West End and will be performed in September!  
Congratulations Mya!

 

Reminders

Celtic Harmoney Trip - Monday 24th September - Please remember that Parental Consent for 
your child is essential and can be given via our preferred method of ParentPay

Library Books – If you have any of the school library books at home, please return them as soon 
as possible. 

Reading Books – Please return any book band reading books for the summer.

End of Term – As a special treat for all their hard work, the children are allowed to bring a board 
game into school on Thursday.  Please do not bring any electrical games into school, such as iPads, 
Game Boys etc. 

Friday – School is out for summer at 12:15!  

 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/books-and-reading/childrens-library/mischief-makers.aspx
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Year Four

In Year 4, we have had a very fun and exciting week! We started the week with a maths problem 
solving investigation, where we had to investigate who was to blame for tampering with the ice-
cream van and making all of the ice-cream melt! The children had to solve fraction, money and 
missing number problems to solve the crime.

On Tuesday, we were visited by a fantastic company who transported us back in time to Ancient 
Egypt. We explored Egyptian art, learnt how to dance like an Egyptian, explored artefacts and took 
part in a play. We had a brilliant day and would like to thank the PTA for booking this wonderful 
workshop!

Towards the end of the week, we became game designers and in our Computing sessions were 
introduced to ‘Sketch Nation’; a great app that allows you to create games with a range of levels, 
characters, obstacles and so much more. We worked in pairs to come up with the concept and story 
behind our game and spent time designing and drawing our many backgrounds and characters. 
Then we had to get making – this was so much fun, but we had to check the game worked, was 
challenging and then edit any potential glitches.

To finish the week, we became Computer Game Critics and were able to play the games that we 
had created and then judge them on a strict criteria to see which game would be voted the best! It 
is safe to say, Year 4 have had a very busy week indeed!

Year Five

This week the children have enjoyed designing their own theme parks and calculating the costs of 
running them within a set budget.  They have enjoyed choosing different rides, facilities and 
features to include in their parks.  In English they have been writing descriptions of funfairs and to 
support this they listened to an extract from Charlotte’s Web. The children were encouraged to 
include complex sentences, expanded noun phrases, figurative language and a range of 
punctuation.   It was wonderful to read imaginative detailed descriptions of their funfairs.

In Design and Technology, the children are designing and making moon buggies.  This week they 
began constructing and assembling the base.  They measured different dimensions and cut the 
wood using saws and made the framework for their vehicles.  It was great to see such enthusiasm 
and commitment and the first stage of the build complete.

The Science teachers ran a few workshops which covered the topics of growing up and body 
changes for the girls and boys.  The children had time to ask questions and discuss and explore 
these themes.

 

 

                                             Student Celebration

                                                          



Congratulations to Georgiana in Year 5 for her success at the Smrikva Bowl Tennis tournament in 
Croatia recently! Over 50 girls took part in the tournament from 4 differerent continents and 
Georgiana finished in the top ten, despite playing on a different surface to that which she is used to. 
Well done Georgiana!

 

Secondary Phase News

Lost Property
Lost Property for Secondary students will be displayed in the canteen at breaktime on the 17th and 
19th July. Please can you encourage students to look for any missing items. Any unclaimed items 
will be donated to charity.

 

Artwork of the Week
This week's Artwork of the Week this is Year 8’s amazing Pop Art inspired shoes. They are still a 
work in progress but we’re sure you’ll agree, they look truly fantastic!



 

Celebration Trips
Celebration Trips are taking place next week for Years 7,8,9,10,11 and 12.

Coaches will depart promptly and will not be able to wait for latecomers.

Please see information below.

Year Group Registration Time of Arrival 
to School

Time of Departure

7 Hall 8.45 9.00

8 Dining room 8.00 8.15

9 Hall 8.15 8.30

10,11,12 Dining room 8.30 8.45

 

STEM Day
On Monday 10th July, 60 Year 9 students participated in a STEM day which encouraged and taught 
pupils about Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. We also attained knowledge on how 
these subjects can be used and applied in many different jobs and areas of life. Our main activity 
was building a water filter out of basic equipment such as plastic, wood, paper and tape. During this 
task, many of us learnt how to use a moist motion detector which allowed us to see when the water-
level had risen to a certain point, and other electronics to create a motor which then sprayed out 
the clean water via a straw. This day not only taught us about STEM but we also learnt how to 
communicate, negotiate and how to work as a team. Congratulations to all the staff and students 
involved and for Team 5 for winning at the end.
 

Sports News
Sports Awards Evening



Congratulations to all the students who attended this week's Sports Awards evening and 
particularly to those who won awards, it was a fantastic evening and a great end to a successful 
sporting year for the school. 

Sports Day

We would also like to take this opportunity to congraulate all our students for their participation at 
Sports Day last week. They made a great contribution to their House and the school and the day 
was a lot of fun. Well done Austen House for winning this year!

Here is Austen House coming out onto the field bearing the House Standard!

Cricket

Last week, Year 7,8,9 and 10 all had Cricket matches against Marlborough school. This was a very 
successful event, with all teams winning their matches! A big congratulations to all involved. 

 

3G Pitches - Footwear
I am very pleased to update you that construction is now well underway for our new 3G all-weather 
playing surface. It will certainly be a great addition to the already outstanding facilities here at 
Samuel Ryder. Over the coming months I’m sure you will be preparing to buy new items of uniform 
for your child in preparation for the new school year. Therefore I wanted to draw your attention to 
the following requirements. Currently all students are expected to have a pair of boots and trainers 
for all PE lessons and clubs. This requirement is not changing, you will not need to buy a third 
(additional) pair. However, due to the nature of the material used on this type of playing surface, 
students will not be allowed to participate wearing “blades” or “Astro” type footwear from 
September 2018. Therefore when purchasing new boots please use the guide below for acceptable 
boots.



Football Boot (screw in stud)

Football Boot (moulded stud)

Either of these options are allowed to be used in all other sports taught here at Samuel Ryder 
(Rugby, Hockey etc..).

 

To clarify, your child will need; 1 pair of trainers (sports hall, gym and tennis courts); 1 pair of boots 
(either screw in studs or moulded stud).

NO BLADES OR ASTROS ALLOWED.

 

Thank you for your co-operation, these changes will ensure the longevity of the new surface for 
future generations.

 

Mr Pope

Assistant Headteacher

 

KEEP CHILDREN SAFE IN THE WATER OVER SUMMER!




