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Dear Parents and Carers
We are looking forward to a fantastic day at the Spring Fair tomorrow which promises to be a great 
afternoon! Please come along to join in the fun and support your school!

Parking
 Please can we remind parents/carers to be respectful, and ensure that you do not park across 
residents’ driveways.  Also, Nuffield Gym is a private car park, and we have been advised by them 
that some parents are parking there at the start and end of the day.  They have also raised their 
concern regarding children’s safety, as some children are running around the car park, and they 
have witnessed some near misses.  Please do not use this car park to deliver/drop children off.   
Your support with this is much appreciated.

Samuel Ryder Academy Showcase Concert - 24th May 6-8pm
One of the Year 9 music classes is putting on a Showcase Concert, featuring some of our most 
talented students. The theme of the concert is Time and our students will be performing pieces 
ranging from classical to modern pop, taking you on a journey through the history of music along 
the way. Students from across the academy will be performing in the event, including solo singers, 
the Primary String group, the Year 10 Rock band, Secondary Chamber and Guitar ensembles, as 
well as many more of our talented musicians. 

Tickets are £4 for adults and £3 for students and are available from the school shop or from main 
reception. 

Primary News
 



Stars of the Week

EYFS

Red Class

Riley Cloete – For his amazing Maths calculations and thinking of his number sentences in practical 
Maths activities.

Blue Class

Yaseen Khan – For showing a positive attitude towards learning. You are really trying hard to work 
independently by thinking about your work and growing your brain like mouse

Year One

Purple Class 

Ethan Tymms- For being hard-working and approaching your learning with enthusiasm. You take 
care with the presentation of your work and you can be relied on to always do your best. You follow 
the Samuel Ryder Way and you set a very good example for your peers.

Orange Class

Zoe Beaton - For being like Mouse and trying her hardest to contribute to class discussions and 
work well with her learning partner. You have become much more confident and this has shown in 
your work!

 

Year Two

Green Class

Remi Odaro-Burnett -  For her positive attitude in class. Remi always works hard and gives of her 
best in everything she does. Keep up the great work Remi.

Orange Class

Jessica Drake - For impressing Miss Demain and Mr Barlow with your swimming technique during 
our swimming session last week.

 

Year Three

Bath Class

  Sophie Leonard - For a wonderful coil pot. Sophie listened carefully to how to create the coils, 
cross hatch the clay and use slip to join the coils together. Well done Sophie, you have made a 
beautiful pot!

York Class: 

Dillion McGee - For an outstanding attitude to life on Fellowship Afloat.  Dillon was an excellent 
team player, enthusiastic towards all activities and overcame his fears along the way.  Well done 



Dillon, we are very proud of you!

Year Four

Durham 

 Orla Armstrong – For writing a fantastic monologue full of emotive language. Well done!

Warwick  -

Karishma Barot – For doing a brilliant job of working and thinking like a scientist when planning and 
carrying out her investigations. Well done!

 

Year Five

Imperial

Caitlin Kerridge - For showing fantastic progress with Times Tables Rock Stars and persevering with 
tricky word problems in maths.

St Andrews

Sophia Oxborough - For her conscientious approach to learning and her increased confidence with 
her contributions to class discussion.

News

EYFS

Our learning this week in EYFS

 

In Maths, we have revisited subtraction using simple subtraction problems. In groups the children 
have explored estimation by grouping in 10’s and played games to find 1 more than any given 
number.

In Literacy, we have used the text ‘Jasper’s Beanstalk’ to plan an imaginary story called ‘My Magic 
Bean.’ We have talked about the main parts of a story ‘beginning, middle and end.’  For 
handwriting, we have focused on handwriting patterns, forming the letter ‘i’.

In Topic, we have named the main parts of a plant (roots, seed, stem and leaves), planted beans, 
talked about ‘what a plant needs?’ and started a whole class bean diary. Following on from last 
week’s lesson we have talked about special journeys.

 

Year Group Dates/Reminders:

Spring Fair on 12th May at 12 p.m.

Class Assembly for Red Class – 22nd June

Class Assembly for Blue Class – 29th June



 

YEAR ONE

Our Learning this week:

 

In Maths, we have been learning about fractions. Our first lesson was focused on recognising, 
finding and naming a half as one of two equal parts of a quantity. We have then moved onto finding 
a quarter of an amount. The children have had fun solving word problems associated with fractions. 
The classroom has been transformed into a shop and the children have been invited to work out the 
new prices for the items available, e.g. Strawberries are reduced to half price. Can you work out the 
new price?

In Literacy, the children have been introduced to a new book, ‘The Queen’s Hat’ by Steve Antony. 
They have enjoyed re-writing a familiar story using the Talk4Writing approach. This week, they have 
not only been writers, writing their own adventures but also illustrators and publishers! We have 
discussed the importance of editing our own work, drawing pictures that matched the text on each 
page and presenting work neatly. The children should be super proud of their finished books.

In Science, we have identified and named a variety of common animals that are carnivores, 
herbivores and omnivores. In Topic, we  looked at an aerial view of Samuel Ryder Academy. We 
have then predicted what we might see if we were to look at an aerial view of London. The children 
were then taken on a hot air balloon ride. They went over London, Scotland, Wales and Ireland and 
looked at famous landmarks.

 

Year Group Dates/Reminders:

 

14th May 2018                    6pm - Phonics Screening Check and School Trip Evening for parents.

17th May 2018                    Visit to Colney Heath train tracks (please return completed permission 
slips asap)

12th July 2018                     Year One outing to Southend-on-Sea (whole day)

 

YEAR TWO

Our learning this week:

 

Mrs Hayes and Miss Hennessy are very excited as our summer production has arrived. We look 
forward to learning all the songs over the next few weeks in preparation for June the 20 , where 
you’ll get the opportunity to watch the production.

In Maths we have continued to focus on a range of different concepts in preparation for SATs. The 
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children have been working hard. If you could keep practicing their counting and timetables at 
home as well, that would be great!

In Literacy we concentrated on grammar and comprehension this week. Looking at a variety of 
different topics. Keep reading every day at home and asking your child a variety of different 
questions.

 

In Science we have planted our sunflower seeds and placed them in four different areas to see 
which conditions affect their growth. The children are very excited to see what happens to their 
plants.

 

 

In Topic, we took a closer look at one of the continents. We looked at the landscape of Africa. We 
researched its mountains and rivers as well as learnt new vocabulary. We found out that Africa has 
a range of different settings throughout.

 

Preparation for next week:

SATs start on Monday and will continue for the duration of the term. All the children are well 
prepared and ready for their tests.

Don’t forget the children are allowed to wear red, white and blue clothes on Friday 18  May to 
celebrate the Royal Wedding (more details are on the letter that your child received). 

 

Year Group Dates/Reminders:

 

Year 2 will be writing their SATs papers in the last two weeks of term (May 14-25). With this in mind 

th



we have organised our Royal Wedding Day activities (May 18) and Book Week (May 21-25) so that 
the Year 2’s also get to enjoy the fun between all their hard work.

On Friday 25  May, the children can dress up as a character from their favourite book.  Please 
remember that on both of these days (the Royal Wedding and Book day) the children go swimming 
so they will need to remember all their swimming gear.

Please be sure to apply sun cream in the morning before school. Also remember to send in a water 
bottle and sun hat.

Please can we remind you to have your full PE kit in every day. As the weather is warmer it is more 
hygienic to have white socks for your child to change into.  As the sessions are on the field, we 
would suggest your child wears trainers from now on, in preparation for sports day. 

Letters have gone out about our school trip to Affinity Water in July, please make sure you have 
paid for the trip via parent pay.

 

YEAR THREE

Our learning this week:

In Maths we have continued our learning about time.  We have developed out understanding of 
Roman numerals on clocks as well as learning to tell the time to the nearest minute on an analogue 
and digital clock.

In Literacy we have continued learning about adventure stories.  We used the adventure story 
‘Pirate School’ to innovate a story of our own.  We changed the characters and the setting and 
created a new solution to the problem in our stories. 

Year 3 have had an amazing time at Fellowship Afloat.  The children have enjoyed sailing, night 
hiking and archery to name but a few of the activities they have had the opportunity to do. The 
weather has been amazing and parents have been receiving regular updates on Twitter.

 

City of St Albans Swimming Club

At CoStA we strive to be the best that we can be ... while having fun

Dear Parent or Guardian,

City of St Albans Swimming Club (CoStA) is one of Hertfordshire’s leading competitive swimming 
clubs. I am writing to you to let you know that we are currently recruiting new swimmers into our 
entry squads. We are very proud of the positive training environment we can offer young, keen and 
highly motivated swimmers.

As a club we understand that swimming offers much more than just fitness and the competitive 
element. Swimming offers a sense of self-discipline and a work ethos that extends beyond the pool 
and into the swimmer’s school life.
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We are particularly looking for talented 8 year old swimmers (Year 3) who are currently taking part 
in swimming lessons at or above ASA Stage 7 and are therefore confident in swimming multiple 
lengths on frontcrawl, backstroke and breastroke. We know from experience that 6 – 8 year old 
swimmers develop quickly and have the aptitude to take on the challenge of competitive 
swimming. Our sessions offer children the ability to build their strokes and skills and allow them to 
progress through the pathways of our club, driven by their own ambitions.

We hold trials regularly throughout the year and our next open trials will be on Sunday 10  June. If 
you would like to book your child a space at a trial, or would like further information, please visit our 
website http://www.costaasc.org/ or contact us directly via trials@costaasc.org.

 

Reminders:

PTA Summer Fayre is next Saturday 12  May!  If you are available to help on a stall for just an 
hour, your time would be appreciated.  Please contact the PTA team if you are available. 

 

YEAR FOUR

Miss Farrow

It is with great sadness that we say goodbye to Miss Farrow who has reached the end of her 
placement and will now be moving on to her new school where she will begin her career as a 
qualified teacher. She has had a massive impact on the children of Warwick Class, having delivered 
some outstanding lessons, built up some amazing relationships with staff and children alike and 
most importantly has been great fun to be around. We would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Miss Farrow for all of her hard work and wish her all the best in her new career.

 

This Week

Building on our work on the escaping chimps from last week, this week we have worked on writing a 
setting description of the zoo where the chimps lived and another description of the place they 
escape to. It was interesting to read the childrens' ideas of what makes a chimp utopia, and some 
even took it further and described a chimp dystopia instead! It’s been a busy week maths wise, 
beginning with Roman numerals and then moving on to work with negative numbers. Do take the 
opportunity to quiz them on both this weekend to see how much they remember!

 

YEAR FIVE

In English, we have been identifying rhyme and rhythm in a range of poems.  We have explored the 
use of the hyphen to avoid ambiguity.  Can you explain the difference between a man-eating shark 
and a man eating shark?  Ask your child to explain!

The children are becoming increasingly confident with their performances in preparation for our 
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Ingestre Hall Showcase.  They are really looking forward to sharing their work with you.

 

 

Year Group Dates/Reminders:

SRA Book Week 21  – 25  May

Ingestre Hall Showcase: 23  May 2:15pm

 

Secondary News
 

Student Celebration

                                                  

Congratulations to Grace Harkness, who plays for Oaklands Wolves Basketball team. After a 
fantastic season winning the league and their play off games, they made it ot Final Fours which took 
place in Manchester. They played their semi-final against Sheffield Hatters on Saturday, which they 
won 58-82, giong through to the final on Sunday. 

On Sunday, they played London Lions Youngbloods. It was a brilliant nail-biting final, with a final 
score of 57-73. this now means they are the best U14 girls team in the entire country. Grace was 
amazing and played her heart out!!

Year 8 HPV Vaccinations
If your daughter is in Year 8, please note that the online portal for giving consent to the HPV 
immunisation will close on Monday 25th June 2018. Please click here for more details about the HPV 
Vaccinations.

 

Sport
Athletics

Samuel Ryder Academy had another success at the District Athletics event at Westminster Lodge 
last Thursday. 

Ruby Peacock had wins in Long Jump and the 200m, with 29.27s.

Caitlin Hugo came 2nd in the  200m, with 29.47s.

Nicola Hugo competed in the hurdles and came 2nd with a time of 13.9s.
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Ashley Andrews and Sasha Proudlove came 2nd and 4th in the 800m.

Naomi Myers came first in the Shot Put, with a fantastic 9.84m!

A huge congratulations to all who participated and who consistently turn up for training!

Cricket

The Year 10 Cricket team took on Verulam last Thursday and managed to gain their first win of the 
season. Well done to all who took part!

County Cup Football

Congratulations to Bradley Roberts who won a County Cup Football Competition with his local team, 
London Colney. Brad was Captain and lifted a giant shield at the Herts County Ground in 
Letchworth. Well done to our local star!

Year 7 PE

Please note that Year 7 boys have now moved onto Swimming in PE. They will need swim short, a 
towel, swimming hat and goggles.

 

Artwork of the Week
For our Artwork of the Week, this week, we have chosen these superb charcoal and rubber drawings 
of feet, by Humayra and Erika in Year 8. Amazing!

Samuel Ryder App
Please remember that we supply the ‘Samuel Ryder’ mobile app.  We use this for non-student 
specific communication, which includes a copy of the school calendar and the latest Samuel Ryder 
news.  This can be downloaded from your mobile device’s App store by simply searching ‘Samuel 
Ryder’. Click here for a guide on how to download.

We have recently created ‘All Primary’ and ‘All Secondary’ notification groups. We ask that you 
please select one or both of these options in your App settings in order to receive information about 
primary or secondary as a whole. This needs to be done in addition to your year group selection 
(please change this to your current year group as soon as possible). If there are any queries 

http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/assets/files/secondary/Letters home/2016-2017/Mobil App introduction Letter 2017.pdf


regarding this please don’t hesitate to contact App_Help@SamuelRyderAcademy.co.uk

 

Facebook and Twitter
To keep up to date with lots of exciting activities happening in school, please like our Facebook 
Page and follow us on Twitter!  Click here to visit our Facebook page, and follow us on Twitter at 
@SRASecondary and @SRAPrimary. Our Facebook and Twitter accounts can also be accessed 
through the ‘contact’ section of the app. Simply click on the small Facebook or Twitter icons and 
you will be linked straight to our pages.

Technical Assistance
If you are having any issues regarding Parent Pay, the Samuel Ryder App, or Sims Login, please use 
the following email contacts for assistance:

 

Parent Pay Log in requests:

 

Finance@scholarseducationtrust.co.uk

 

School App

 

App_help@samuelryderacademy.co.uk

 

Sims Log in Technical Assistance

 

technicalassistance@samuelryderacademy.co.uk

Term Dates
Summer Term

Start – Monday 16th April 2018 – Summer Term starts for all Students

Half Term – Monday 28th May – Friday 1st June

Finish – Friday 20th July 2018 – Summer Term ends for all Students, 12.30pm
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