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24TH MAY 2019

DEAR PARENTS AND CARERS
Last Friday evening I had the pleasure of attending the “Primary Music Showcase”, including over 140 
primary pupils performing on stage.  It was a fantastic evening of entertainment with a mix of vocal and 
musical performances, which concluded with the “Circle of Life” performed by both primary choirs, the 
Year 6 Brass Band and members of the staff choir.  It was great to see a packed hall of parents and other 
family members being thoroughly entertained and bursting with pride.  Congratulations to all the children 
that performed, they should be very proud of themselves.  A number of staff were involved in supporting 
the event but particular thanks to our outstanding music department, Mr King and Mr Fothergill, for their 
tremendous skill and hard work in making the evening such a success. 
I have also had the pleasure of presenting a number of Headteachers Awards.  Headteacher’s Awards 
are presented to those who do something above and beyond.  This could be producing an exceptional 
piece of work, continually meeting exceptionally high standards or a particular act of kindness either 
within school or in the community.   This term I have had the pleasure to present awards to the following 
students: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to them all. 
 
I hope you have a good half-term. 
 
As always, if you have any comments or suggestions I would be pleased to hear from you, please contact 
me at head@samuelryderacademy.co.uk. 
 
Mr Gauthier 
Headteacher 
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Coding Fun Workshop

Herts Catering Allergy Update - Sesame Allergy
We have been advised by Herts catering Limited that whilst they have a nut policy at Samuel Ryder 
Academy, where they exclude all products that contain or may contain nut traces, it is not feasible to 
offer the diversity of menus by further restricting all products that have ‘may contain’ warnings for any of 
the other 14 key allergens. 
Therefore, although HCL can produce a special diet menu which excludes all products with actual 
sesame in them (they do not currently use sesame as an ingredient within their primary offer) they 
cannot remove all products that have a ‘may contain’ sesame warning safely and effectively, as the 
systems are not in place internally and more importantly within their supply chain to accommodate this. 
If you have any further questions please contact Herts Catering directly hcl.info@hcl.co.uk 
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We are very excited to be launching our new wraparound care service in September this year. We are now 
in a position to be able to give you some more details. 
 
The service will be based in the primary section of the school and will have its own dedicated entrance. We 
will be offering both morning and afternoon care. 
 
Breakfast Club: 7:30am – 8:40am (drop offs accepted until 8:15am). 
 
After School there will be two sessions to choose from: 3:20pm – 5:30pm or 3:20pm – 6:30pm. 
 
Prices 
 
Breakfast Club                     7:30am – 8:40am          £5.50 
After School Early                3:20pm – 5:30pm          £10.00 
After School Late                 3:20pm – 6:30pm          £15.00 
 
For any parent who takes all  AM and / or PM sessions there will be a 5% discount. Childcare vouchers will 
be accepted and all sessions will need to be paid half termly in advance. 
 
The breakfast club will include breakfast and the plan is that all children attending an after school session 
will receive a hot meal. We are looking into catering options and a sample weekly menu is shown below. 
 
 

Wraparound Care Service

Activities at the wraparound service will be broad and varied and will include those which are curriculum, 
creative & sport based in an environment where children can grow and develop whilst having fun. Our 
new booking system tailored especially for our wraparound provision is being installed, as soon as this is 
up and running we will write to you with more details as to how to book your sessions. We will be catering 
for as many places as possible to hopefully ensure that all families who wish to can utilise this service. 
 
 



Summer Showcase 'A Million Dreams

Happy's Circus!

Roll up, Roll up! The Circus is coming to Samuel Ryder Academy, don't miss 
out! 

Happy's Circus 
Wednesday 12th June & Thursday 13th June 

Gates open 4:30pm show starts at 6pm finishing at 8pm with 30 min interval 
With a BBQ, Bar, Sweet Stall and more... 

Single ticket £9 
Family ticket (for 4) £34 

Purchase tickets at: http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/675/pta 

http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/675/pta
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Student Celebration

A huge congratulations to our 
Primary student, Benji , for his 
fantastic rugby success 
recently! He has had a brilliant 
season at Old Verulamium's 
Rugby Club and was named 
Coach's Player of the Year for 
the Under 6's. Well done Benji!

Congratulations also to Finlay, 
Harry and Oliver who played for 
St Albans City Youth (South) in 
the Hertfordshire Development 
League U9 Cup Finals at the 
County Ground, Letchworth on 
Saturday (18th May). Well done 
boys!
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This week, we celebrated ‘Walk to School Week’ and talked about the importance of caring for our 
environment.  We also had book week and it was really lovely to observe the children engaged and 
excited to participate in lots of reading and writing challenges.   We would also like to congratulate Bath 
Class for their brilliant class assembly.   
Book Week 
We have had a fantastic week in Primary celebrating Samuel Ryder Academy Book Week! We started 
the week off on Tuesday with a hilarious visit from Olaf Falafel, who is a children’s author, illustrator and 
comedian! We were all laughing out loud when he was reading his story about the moon landings called, 
‘One Giant Leek for Mankind’ and telling lots of jokes. Our favourite characters had to be the moon 
baboons who were hilarious. Lot of children (who had ordered a book) were very lucky as they also had 
their book signed by Olaf! 
Year 3-6 then enjoyed an illustration workshop with Olaf, where they were taught to draw a moon 
baboon. It was a fantastic morning and we absolutely loved having the author read his book to us. 
Throughout the week the children have been busy taking part in the ‘Guess the teacher competition’! 
Some of the teachers made it very tricky hiding under a sorting hat from Harry Potter and even dressing 
up as a dinosaur. 
An extra treat this week to celebrate book week was kindly donated from the PTA – these were 
bookmark activities for each class! I know that every single child had a great time either sticking, 
scratching or cross-stitching their book mark to create a fantastic design. We would all like to thank the 
PTA for this amazing donation. 
On Thursday we enjoyed taking part in an extended ‘Drop Everything and Read’ by swapping year 
groups. It was lovely to see the Year 6’s reading to Year 1, Year 3 reading to reception, Year 5 reading 
to Year 2 and Year 4 reading with Year 8 children. All of the children loved sharing their favourite books 
and practising their reading. 
To finish the week, we had our dress up day and we are so impressed with the amount of effort both 
children and staff put into the event! The children discussed why they came as their chosen book 
character and discussed their favourite books with their friends. 
We have had a fantastic week and hope the children have enjoyed celebrating our book week! 
 
 
 

Primary News
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Important Dates and Reminders 
More information will be communicated closer to the date of each event. 

 
Have a lovely half term, 
 
Ms Shirazi and Miss Wood  

PTA Circus & Primary WOW Day 
 
On Wednesday 12th and Thursday 13th June we are excited to attend the PTAs Happy Circus. The 
gates will be open from 4.30pm and there will be a BBQ, drinks bar, sweet stall and much more. The 
show will start at 6pm each evening and will last for 2 hours with a half hour interval.  Tickets can be 
purchased via the PTA’s payment platform, PTA Events. 
 
To celebrate this exciting event, on Thursday 13th June, we are having a circus themed WOW day 
across primary, funded by the PTA.  Throughout the day the children will have the opportunity to 
develop their social, English and Maths skills through a range of fun cross-curricular activities.  The 
main attraction of the day will be the opportunity to develop a range of physical circus skills.  This will 
include juggling, balancing, plate spinning and much more! 
 
On Thursday 13th June, we are also inviting children to arrive at school wearing brightly coloured 
clothes.  Fancy dress costumes, face paint, hair dye, open toed sandals/flip-flops, football shirts and 
onesies will not be permitted.   
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Stars of the Week 
Year One 
Orange Class - Leo Picciuto, for trying his very best to work independently. Well done, Leo! Keep up the 
good work. 
Purple Class -  Jasmine Willis, for trying really hard to improve your handwriting. You have worked on 
remembering your finger spaces this week. Keep up the great work Jasmine! 
Year Two 
Yellow Class - Stanley Jenner, for his fantastic behaviour on our trip to Mountfichet Castle. He was a 
great role model for the other learners and a fantastic representative for the school. 
Green Class - Scarlett Redmond, for being a really kind and caring member of our class, you are always 
happy to help others and consistently follow the Samuel Ryder Way. 
Year Three  
York Class - Daisy Robinson- Field, for your increased efforts to improve your reading at school and at 
home. Well done and keep it up! 
Bath Class - Charlie Nolan, for his passion and enthusiasm in science and maths. Well done Charlie! 
Keep up the great work. 
Year Four 
Durham Class - Samuel Marshall, for always having a fantastic attitude to learning and giving 100% to 
all your work. We wish you so much luck at your new school and we will miss having you in our class! 
Warwick Class - Katie El Gohary, for showing a growth mindset whilst investigating the mummification 
process with a tomato. Well done! 
Year Five  
St Andrews Class - Jorge Magana, for having a great first week and settling in well into St Andrews 
Class! 
Imperial Class - James Whittaker, for showing enthusiasm and commitment to all of the book week 
activities. Well done! 
Year Six 
Cambridge Class - Riley O'Donovan, for writing an emotive dialogue and using all the skills you have 
learnt in your topic writing. 
Oxford Class -Izhan Tafajoul, for writing a great descriptive dialogue of what it would have been like to 
be evacuated during World War Two. Well done!

NO NUT AND NO SESAME 
We have a strict ' No Nut & No Sesame' policy. Please refer to the 'Allergy Awareness' 
booklet available on the school website 
 http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/887/school-lunches-3 
and in Main Reception. Please adhere to the 'food exclusion box'.  
 

http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/887/school-lunches-3
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If you have not yet responded regarding consent for the HPV vaccinations, you will receive a paper 
consent form from tutors this week, which needs to be returned to school Main Reception no later than 
Friday 7th June.

End of Year Exams

HPV Vaccinations for Year 8 and 9 Girls

Timetables for the end of year exams have gone home with students this week and copies are 
available from student reception.

SECONDARY NEWS 
 

Artwork of the Week

The Year 7's have been learning about Sugar Skulls this half term and how they are used in Mexico to 
commemorate a departed loved one. Their task was to design their own Sugar Skull. Pictured is Viktor 
Mhchev's skull, which we picked for his amazing detailed design and for the care and effort he put into 
his work. Brilliant work Viktor!
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On Saturday 27th April a group of Year 9  students got up and met at a bus stop in Luton Airport. We 
went to the terminal and caught the plane to Barcelona. Getting to the airport was exciting and sooo 
early in the morning, 4.30am! Storm Hannah was still going so the winds were strong and our flight was 
very bumpy to start with. Once we were above the cloud we had a smooth and uneventful journey, 
arriving safely to the beautiful sunshine of a Barcelona morning. 
After arriving we met our tour guide, Michael who had planned a really busy day visiting various sights 
in the city. We first went to Montjuic where the Estadi Olympic is situated. We ate our packed lunch on 
top of the mountain looking down onto the harbour. We all loved eating in the lovely park with the 
amazing view. Although everyone was really tired after our early start, we then went on to Camp Nou to 
the see the football ground. As a special surprise that evening we ate dinner at the Hard Rock café. By 
the time we finally arrived at our accommodation everyone was exhausted.  
On Day 2, we woke up and had a nice breakfast of croissants, fruit, ham, cheese, bread and hot 
chocolate museum, where we made our own dark chocolate painting and animal moulds. It was great 
fun but some of us got covered in the chocolate and had to lick our fingers clean

Barcelona Trip
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UKMT Junior Mathematical Challenge 
Success

On Tuesday 30th April, sixty of our highest attaining mathematicians in Year 7 and 8 undertook the 
prestigious Junior Mathematical Challenge, organised by the United Kingdom Mathematics Trust. The 
one-hour competition, aimed at 11-13 year old students, concentrates on mathematical application and 
logical thinking, testing student’s problem solving skills and stretching those who enjoy lateral thinking. 
Certificates are awarded to the top-scoring 40% of the participants, with the very highest performers 
invited to take part in the Junior Kangaroo mathematics contest. 
We are delighted to congratulate the large number of students that achieved a certificate: 
Bronze 
Tomasz Bogacki 
Felix Tereki 
Zainab Naqvi 
Ruby Peacock 
Anna Thompson 
Shireen Khan 
Oscar Fullard 
Emma Coleman 
Rocco Bhana 
Rariz Miah 
Rohan Sunnassee 
Luca Turone 
Humera Khalid 
Momna Khan 
Silver 
Sam Farge Bennett 
Katelyn Baker 
Austin Woodward 
Nell Machling 
James Jenkins 
Emily Lambert 
Ryan Niijar 
Mieke Bevin 
Gold 
Alfie Giffen 
Madison Emett 
In particular, we would like to congratulate Alfie Giffen achieving the highest score in Year 8. 
Finally, it is with great pleasure we announce Madison Emett achieved not only the highest score in 
Year 7, but also the highest score in the Academy and is invited to undertake the Junior Kangaroo 
challenge, the prestigious next stage of the competition. 
Well done to all participants who have set an excellent example for the rest of the school. 
Mr K Barry, Head of Mathematics 
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