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DEAR PARENTS AND CARERS
This week we were very excited to welcome some special guests to Samuel Ryder 
Academy. A number of students from Colegio San Juan Bosco Salesianos in 
Puertonllano, Castilla-La Manch, Spain joined our Year 10s on the first leg of our 
Spanish Exchange. Their time here was incredibly enjoyable with them joining in a 
number of lessons such as Food Technology and English, as well as getting to 
know their English student buddies and visiting tourist attractions in the UK. Thank 
you to Ms Wrightson and all the teachers involved in making this a memorable visit 
for all and we look forward to hearing all about our students’ visit to Spain in April. 
In addition, World Book Day was celebrated this week with competitions, activities 
and an extended DEAR (Drop Everything And Read) this Thursday and on Friday 
we recognise International Women’s Day 2019 with students from all phases 
creating pledges for a more gender balanced society and with activities such as 
celebrating female role models taking place in the classroom. 
 
Finally, we have had our House Bake Off and it has been wonderful to see and 
hear about all the amazing creations taking place in this latest House competition. 
 
We now look forward to Science Week next week, which promises to be packed 
with amazing learning opportunities and activities throughout the week. 
 
 
As always, if you have any comments or suggestions, we would be pleased to 
hear from you, contact head@samuelryderacademy.co.uk 
 
Mrs Miles 
Deputy Headteacher
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Music Events
Samuel Ryder Academy 
Music Department 
Proudly Presents 
 
A MILLION DREAMS 
Summer Music Showcase 
FRIDAY 14TH JUNE 2019 
 featuring songs from.... 
 

and many more..... 
LUNCHTIME REHEARSALS FOR CHORUS (open to everyone) 
Wednesday 12:20pm – 1:00pm – Y3 and Y4 Choir time 
Friday 12:20pm – 1:00pm – Y5 and Y6 Choir time 
Tuesday 1:00pm – 1:30pm – Y7 & Y8 Singers time 
Friday 1:00pm – 1:30pm – Y9/10/11/12/13 Singers time 
REHEARSALS FOR FULL CAST: 
Tuesdays after school    3:30pm until 4:30pm (from Tuesday 30th April)   
AUDITIONS (please see Mr King for Audition Material) 
For Year 3 / 4 / 5 / 6 
Wednesday 13th and Thursday 14th March- 12:15pm – 1:00pm 
(In Cambridge Classroom) 
For Year 7/8/9/10/11/12/13 
Tuesday 12th March – 12:50-1:50pm in MU1 
 Everyone who wants to be in the show can be in the chorus, NO AUDITION needed!

ANYONE who wants to do a solo/small group song, or a solo line in one of the whole 
chorus songs must audition for us.
We have already decided the solo/duet songs for the show and we will then allocate 
these to students following auditions.
Unfortunately, we won't be able to give everyone who auditions a solo/duet/part to do
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Trips

Trips
Passports 
The UK government recommends that travellers going 
to the EU after 29 March 2019 have six months left on 
their passport, and is also advising that any extra 
months which have been added to a 10 year passport 
will not be valid. 
 
 
 

Local Trips and Visits Consent 
Please could you ensure that you have completed the 'Local Trips and Visits' data 
section of your SIMS parent App.  
Please note that students will not be able to attend trips if the consent has not been 
ticked.  
If you have any issues or are unable to access the SIMS Parent App, please contact 
our technical assistance team at : 
Technical Assistance@SamuelRyderAcademy.co.uk

NO NUT AND NO SESAME 
We have a strict ' No Nut & No Sesame' policy. 
Please refer to the 'Allergy Awareness' booklet 
available on the school website 
 http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/887/schoo 
l-lunches-3 
and in Main Reception. Please adhere to the 'food 
exclusion box'.  
 

Allergy Awareness

http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/887/school-lunches-3
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Primary News
This week, we enjoyed celebrating World Book Day by creating our own book 
reviews about our favourite stories. The winning reviews are to be displayed in our 
reading area, and we will announce the winners in next week’s newsletter.   
We would also like to thank all the parents that attended our parent consultations 
this week.  The evenings provide a fantastic opportunity for teachers and parents to 
discuss children’s progress and celebrate their successes.  We hope you all found it 
useful and informative, and it left you with ideas on how to support your child at 
home. 
On Friday, we all enjoyed watching Orange Class assembly and we were 
impressed with how excited and confident the children were to perform in front of 
everyone. 
 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 2019 
‘BalanceforBetter’ 
On Friday, we celebrated International Women’s Day and completed a range of 
activities throughout the day to celebrate and promote equality.  All classes created 
pledges to help forge a more gender-balanced world.  We talked about the 
importance of celebrating everyone’s achievements, raising awareness against bias 
and continuing to take action for equality. 
 

Important Dates and Reminders 
Friday 8th March        Orange Class Assembly                  9.00-9.20am Main Hall 
           WC Monday 18th March     Cycling Proficiency Imperial Class 
Friday 22nd March      Red Class Assembly                       9.00 - 9.20 am     Main Hall 
WC Monday 25th March     Cycling Proficiency  - St Andrews Class 
Wednesday 27th March      Y4 Open Morning                    9.00 - 9.30am  Classrooms 
Friday 29th March       Primary Open Morning                    9.00- 9.30am   Classrooms 
Friday 29th March         PTA Mother's Day Sale        
Wednesday 3rd April    Year 1 Easter Service                   9.30-10.30am St. Luke's Church 
Friday 5th April    Last Day of term - 12.15pm Finish 
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Lost Property 
Please remind children to check for lost property on a daily basis.  We will now be 
recycling the contents of lost property each fortnight.   
 
Apparatus 
Children are not permitted to play on any apparatus or within the school grounds at the 
end of the school day.  The playgrounds are used by after school clubs and it essential 
for parents to leave the school premises promptly in order to ensure the clubs run 
effectively and safely. 
 
Safety 
We have a high number of children arriving to school on bike and scooters and would 
like to remind parents about the importance of children wearing protective helmets. The 
roads are extremely busy in the mornings and the children’s safety is paramount. 
Enjoy your weekend, 
 
Ms Shirazi and Miss Wood 
 



SAMUEL RYDER 
ACADEMY  NEWSLETTER

Stars of the week
Orange Class - Mason Nichol, for his hard work and super explanations in Maths! Mason, 
you have really impressed Mrs Watkins and Mrs Schenk. Well done! 
Purple Class - Osian Salter, for all your hard work with your handwriting. You have really 
focussed on using your joins and your handwriting is now super neat. Keep it up Osian! 
Yellow Class - Joe Hayes, for his outstanding improvement in swimming. Joe has worked 
really hard during our swimming lessons and has made great improvement, Keep it up Joe. 
Green Class - Dylan Hodgson, MrsTafajoul and Mrs Hayes have been really impressed that 
throughout our swimming sessions at school, you continued to try your hardest and have 
gained confidence 
York Class - Melina Duka, for trying super hard with her spellings and her Times Tables. 
Bath Class - Evie Hargreaves, for always enthusiastically taking part in class discussions 
and listening carefully to others ideas. 
Durham Class - Suzana Colak, for producing a beautiful piece of art work in our Art lessons. 
You thought carefully about the colours and shapes you used Well done! 
Warwick Class - Joshua Nanayakkar, for displaying great knowledge working with decimals 
within a numberline. Well done! 
St Andrews - Bobbi Gibb, for being an 'active learner' in all lessons and contributing to class 
discussions. Well done! 
Imperial Class - Lukas Whinnet, for working hard in maths and showing determination when 
he found ordering fractions challenging. 
Cambridge Class - Amae Bridge, for showing an excellent attitude to her reading and 
working hard to develop her vocabulary at home. 
Oxford Class - Samantha Keller, for consistently working hard in all lessons and 
participating in class discussion and sharing her knowledge.Well done Samantha! 
 
 Year 6 Isle of Wight Trip

Payment for the Year 6 Isle of Wight trip is now overdue. Please can 
you pay any outstanding balance as soon as possible. Thank you. 
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Upcoming Dates

Book of the Month

Year 10 Parents' Consultation  - Thursday 28th March, 4.00 - 7.00pm 
Letters for parents to request appointments with teachers have been sent home to all 
Year 10 students. The deadline for returning reply slips has passed. If you are yet to 
return your request form, please do so as soon as possible or we may not be able to 
schedule your appointments.
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Spanish Exchange

GCSE Music Showcase

This week,here at Samuel Ryder we have welcomed the students and staff of San Juan 
Bosco Salesianos as part of our second ever Spanish Exchange. The 17 students and 
their teachers arrived last Wednesday and, during their stay, have participated in many 
exciting activities, such as a day of workshops in school, a day out in London and a trip 
to Oxford, as well as lots of weekend socialising with their partners. Both the Spanish 
students and their English hosts have enjoyed the opportunity to share culture and build 
friendships across the miles. We wish the Spanish a good journey home and look 
forward to seeing them again in Puertollano next month!

Performances by Year 10 and Year 11 Music students. 
 

Friday 15th March 
6pm 

Drama Studio 
Tickets Free 

 
Please come along and support if you can!

Careers
This week is National Apprenticeship Week! If you are interested in finding out more 
about apprenticeships, please see the national apprenticeships 
website at  https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk

Berlin Trip, 24th May  - 27th May 2019
If your child is in either Year 9 or 10 and would like to join our Berlin trip on the above 
dates, please refer to the letter on our website or contact Mr Hall for further 
information.

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/
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Rugby

Basketball

Year 8 Rugby - County 7's Finals Day 
On Monday, I took a squad of 12 eager players to the annual County 7's finals held at 
The Bishop's Stortford College. 16 teams (4 groups) took part in a waterfall competition 
whereby in the morning whereby they played each group member and then in the 
afternoon, the top team (from each group) formed a new group. 2nd placed formed a 
new group and so on..This ensured that all players gained the opportunity of playing 6 
competitive matches. The conditions were blustery (mixed with the occasional shower). 
The squad continued to play their 'offloading' brand of rugby which thrilled the watching 
crowds. Incisive running, combined with a willingness to keep the ball 'alive' proved to 
be a huge challenge for this inexperienced but dedicated team. Against much more 
experienced opposition they acquitted themselves well and worked hard for each other. 
Some important lessons were learned from this experience which will only benefit them 
as they look towards the start of the new season in September. Results were as follows: 
Lost Hitchin Boys 35-5 (who finished to overall top ranked team on the day) 
Lost QE Boys 20-15 
Lost Richard Hale 20-5 
Won Leventhorpe 20-10 
Lost Queens 15-10 
Draw York House 10-10. 
Rugby Skills sessions will continue to take place every Monday lunchtime 12.45-1.30. 
All welcome 
Mr. Walker 
 
 NBA Fixture v Longdean and Queens School 
Man of the Match: Findlay Grayland, Lily Harkness 
This was an NBA fixture against two tough schools in Longdean and Queens 
School. The first match was a close game against Longdean, with the score 
finishing 18-12 to the visitors. SRA were in the lead for the entire game, however 
the lead was let slip in the final quarter when Longdean played some fantastic 
basketball to gain the victory. The final match was against Queen's school. Playing 
back to back games was tough for the students. We were in the lead at half time 
but fatigue set in and Queens turned the game around and won 24-13. The 
students were excellent and game both schools a very close game. Special 
mentions go to Findlay Grayland and Lily Harkness who scored and assisted a lot 
of baskets in both games.  
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Artwork of the Week

Our Artwork of the Week is by Louis Hatch-Newton of Year 10. Louis has worked 
extremely hard on his artist research sheet for his GCSE coursework. We are so 
impressed by his creative thinking and they way he has approached this sheet. We can 
see he has a very strong individual style developing and we are looking forward to seeing 
what he comes up with next. Well done Louis!

Football
On Tuesday evening, the Year 9 football team played their first long awaited match on 
the new 3G pitch a quarter final clash against last year's district cup winners, SJL 
Unfortunately the opposition were too strong to overcome and we ended being on the 
wrong side of a heavy defeat.  
Man of the Match - Benjy Bundock

Netball
On Tuesday, the Year 10 Netball team took on NBS in the District Plate Final. We had a 
few girls missing due to injury and illness so we were ready to fight. When on the court, 
the girls worked together and managed to finish with a huge win on 37-2. What a result. 
This means that the Year 10 girls are District Plate winners! Well done to all the girls that 
have represented the SRA Netball team this year. 
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Student Celebration

DSPL7 Survey

DSPL7 is conducting a survey to further understand the views and opinions of 
parents/carers living with a child attending an educational setting within our local area (St 
Albans, harpenden and Villages).  
We would be so grateful if you would be able to take the time to complete this survey.  
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2RYY5ZG 
 

Congratulations to Billie Grant who has been selected to represent St Albans 
District at the Hertfordshire Secondary School's Inter-District Swimming 
Championships this evening, Friday 8th March. Great achievement Billie - 
Good Luck in your event!

Well done to Liv Howeson for her fantastic skiing success recently in 
Slovenia, competing in her first races for GB and then in Italy for the 
English Championships in Bormio where she ended up in the top 3! 
We are very proud of you Liv!

Work Experience Request
We are looking for work experience placements for several of our Year 12 students who are 
interested in the following careers: 
Architecture, Physics, Science, Engineering, Creative Writing 
If you work in these areas or know someone who does and would be able to offer a work 
placement to one of our students, they would be very grateful for the opportunity. 
Thank you.

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2RYY5ZG
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Family Photography Day 
Sunday 10th March 
 
 

 
 
Mother's Day 
Friday 29th March 
 Such a lovely event for both the children and the adults. If you 

can volunteer then please sign up on PTA Events. Don't forget 
to send your child in with £ for each flower they wish to 
purchase (provision have been made for the Year 4 trip. Details 
to follow). 
This event is held during school hours and is open to the whole 
school . Secondary will have the opportunity to purchase during 
their lunch break.

Silver Smarties 
Thursday 4th April - Weds 24th April 
 

Every child in the primary school will be given a tube of smarties to 
enjoy. As you are enjoying the sweets over the Easter holiday, we 
would like the children to earn 20 pence pieces by doing small tasks, 
save them up by popping them into the empty smarties tube. Once 
the tube is full, seal it up, mark it with your name and class and bring 
it to school so that we can record on the ‘Smarties Totaliser’ how 
much money we have made.  When you return your tube you will be 
entered into a prize draw. If by Wed 24th April your tube isn’t quite full 
seal it up, label it and send it in anyway, you will still be entered into 
the draw.  There will also be a competition between the classes to 
see which class can raise the most money. The winning class will get 
extra Golden Time on the Friday after Easter.   

If you haven't booked yet, there are still some time slots 
available to have a family portrait done
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Secondary Easter Egg Tombola 
Thursday 4th April 
This is a Secondary event that is massively popular every year. If you 
could donate any eggs, they will be very gratefully received. Every egg 
does make a difference.

Bag2School 
Friday 26th April 
If you having a spring clean between now and next term, then put it in a 
bag(black bin bags are fine) and bring it into school on the morning of 
Friday 26th April. (The first Friday back after the Easter Holidays.)

Circus 
Wednesday 12th June & Thursday 13th June 
It's going to be fun packed evening, with a BBQ, Bar, 
Prosecco Place and much more.

Primary Disco 
Raised a whopping £750 
Thank you to everyone that came and helped out on the night, much dancing was done. 
The teacher dance was missed this year, but hopefully we will be able to reinstate it for 
next year. A big thank you to Bethan for her hard work in organising such a fun event for 
the kids.

Future Events 
Event                                                                 Date 
Family Photo Day                                              Sun 10th March 
Mother's Day                                                      Fri 29th March 
Silver Smarties                                                  Thurs 4 April 
Secondary Easter Egg Tombola                        Thurs 4 April 
Bags2School                                                      Fri 26th April 
PTA Meeting                                                      Thurs 2nd May 
Marathon Marshalling                                         Sun 9th June 
Happy's Circus                                                    Wed 12th, Thurs 13th June 
Father's Day                                                        Fri 14th June 
This  term is set up to be a very busy one, with lots of lovely events. If you can offer help with 
any of the events, please sign up via www.pta-events.co.uk/sra It will be gratefully received.  
Thank you 
The PTA team 
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