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Introduction to the Parent Guide to Higher Education 
 

 

Dear Students, Parents and Carers 

 

This guide has been designed to provide an introduction for both students and parents to the process of applying to 

university at Samuel Ryder Academy. Advice on some of the choices available and links to websites for further 

information are also provided. 

 

This guide is designed to provide students and their parents with information and advice about going on to Higher 

Education. No guide to higher education can hope to be comprehensive, and this handbook is no different; students 

and parents will need to do their own research. This handbook is simply an attempt to put as much useful information 

as possible in one easily accessible location.  

This guide covers higher education institutions that can be accessed via the Universities and College Admissions 

Service (UCAS).  

 

On the next page you will find details of the timetable of events as far as UCAS applications for Samuel Ryder Academy 

are concerned, at all times advice is also available from subject staff, Mrs Potter (Head of Sixth Form), Mrs Rabinowitz 

(Careers Advisor).  

 

I firmly believe that there is a right course for everyone – the only problems are finding it, securing an offer and then 

achieving the required grades! Of one thing, however, I am sure; the more research the students take now, the more 

likely it is they will end up with a place on the right course for them. The new UCAS Course Search facility is a good 

starting point for your course and institution search. This is found on the UCAS website which can be accessed directly 

from the Samuel Ryder website http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/sixth-form/index.php  

 

The process of finding the right course, applying and gaining a place is exciting, at times daunting and stressful, but 

ultimately hugely rewarding. I wish everyone success.  

  

Mrs H Potter 

Head of Sixth Form 

  

http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/sixth-form/index.php
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UCAS Application Timetable 
 

 

Year 12  

September  

At the heart is our ethos of developing adventurous and curios minds, where students seek a love of subject learning, 

going beyond the curriculum to explore their passions and interests. Developing a love for life-long learning whether it 

be at university or following a different pathway. The Super Curriculum is one way that supports this: optional 

enrichment and extension activities available to stretch, challenge and inspire student’s learning. Attending a free 

lecture in London or entering an essay competition are examples of this and will support university applications, as 

going above and beyond is something asked of all students, if they want to stand out from the crowd. Students are 

advised when they join the sixth form that these activities will support them when they write their personal statement. 

Students have been introduced to www.Unifrog.org an online platform which connects students to every university 

course and apprenticeship in the UK. Parents can also use Unifrog, using the code SRAParents. 

 

November  

Apprenticeship Evening 

We hope that this event helped to demystify some of the thoughts about apprenticeships. For students who decide to 

follow this pathway, we hope the SJL Careers Day event and Apprenticeship workshops we offer will support their 

decisions and the application process.  

 

March – September  

It is important for students to visit universities to which they are considering applying. You can search open days by 

using the search tool at www.ucas.com/open-days. Students can also book the open days directly from Unifrog or the 

individual university websites. They will need to be booked well in advance. Many universities offer guided tours on a 

regular basis. The school recommends that visits are made for a Saturday but where this is not possible students are 

allowed to miss three days of school for open days. Students need to make the request 48 hours in advance of the 

visit by emailing the request to h.potter@samuelryderacademy.co.uk. Whilst nothing beats visiting the universities, 

virtual tours are a good alternative. You can find a list at www.ucas.com/virtual-tours.  

Students should also be researching courses and universities. Careers and university preparation lessons take place 

in May and June as part of PSHE. During these sessions we offer guidance on applying to university and filling out the 

UCAS form. In addition, the Careers Adviser will offer every student a careers meeting and Sixth Form team offer 

guidance throughout the process. 

Before the end of the summer term, all students should have accessed the UCAS website www.ucas.com, and 

registered on UCAS Apply. Draft personal statements should have been completed on Unifrog. Ideally, each student 

should aim to have prepared a shortlist of courses from which the final five choices will be made. Students should aim 

to return after the summer break with their UCAS forms and personal statements ready to be sent.  

During the summer holiday those who wish to study Medicine or Dentistry at university may well have to sit the UCAT 

test, details of which are provided later in this guide. 

  

file:///C:/Users/mi.miles/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/R2USL8DE/www.Unifrog.org
file:///C:/Users/mi.miles/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/R2USL8DE/www.ucas.com/open-days
mailto:h.potter@samuelryderacademy.co.uk
file:///C:/Users/mi.miles/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/R2USL8DE/www.ucas.com/virtual-tours
file:///C:/Users/mi.miles/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/R2USL8DE/www.ucas.com
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Year 13  

September 

UCAS forms to be completed by all Oxbridge applicants. Applicants of Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Science 

must also complete their forms by the end of September. All other applicants must complete by 15th November. 

 

October 

Evidence from previous years suggests that the earlier the application, the greater the likelihood of an offer. A large 

proportion of universities make offers as the applications come in, students who send the UCAS form off late reduce 

their chance of gaining a place. 

It is critical that students check Unifrog, the UCAS website or individual university websites to find out what grades 

universities are likely to demand if they make an offer. They must ensure that they pick a couple of courses (out of the 

five choices) where they should still meet the grade requirements if their A level or BTECs do not go quite as well as 

they hope. Students are likely to miss out on going to their university of choice if they miss the grades.  

Students applying for Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science or Oxbridge must submit their application no 

later than 15 October 2022 (6pm UK time). 

 

November 

Practice Oxbridge, Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Science interviews take place once an invite has been received. 

December 

Oxbridge interviews take place in December (one day for Cambridge, three days for Oxford). Oxford and Cambridge 

will not reschedule interview dates, so students must ensure that they do not make conflicting plans. 

 

Spring Term 

January 

The final deadline for UCAS applications is 25 January 2023 (6pm UK time), 31st January 2023 for 

Art foundation courses.  

Students should hear directly from universities after the UCAS form has been submitted. However, some universities 

may not reply until the end of March. Oxbridge applicants should hear by early January (Cambridge applicants who 

are not accepted by their first-choice college may be considered by other colleges via the “Winter Pool”). 

 

February-March 

Interviews may take place. Students who have interviews should speak to the Sixth Form team who will offer guidance. 

Student finance can be applied for online www.gov.uk/apply-online-for-student-finance from February. This should be 

completed by all students who are starting their course in 2023.  

  

file:///C:/Users/mi.miles/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/R2USL8DE/www.gov.uk/apply-online-for-student-finance
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UCAS Extra 

Opens on 23rd February.  This is a facility on the UCAS website which allows students who have not received an offer 

or who have declined all of their offers to choose another course. 

 

April-May 

Students send their final decisions to UCAS. They do this via the UCAS Hub on the website. One offer may be held 

firmly. One other may be held as an insurance offer. The insurance offer should be one that the student can still meet 

if their A level or BTECs do not go as well as planned. All other offers must be declined. 

 

August 

A level Results 

These are normally received by schools on the third Thursday in August. Students must be available to receive their 

results and deal with any issues that may arise; any family holidays should be booked to ensure that students are 

available on this day. Where contact with a university is necessary at this stage, it is essential that the student, and 

not a parent or teacher contacts the relevant admissions tutor. Members of the VI Form Team will be on-hand to give 

advice. Any student who is unsuccessful at this stage is automatically entered into the clearing process and will be 

sent full details by UCAS. 

Any student wishing to take a gap year would normally be advised to follow all of the above procedure, but to indicate 

on the UCAS form that the application is for deferred entry in 2024. Students who are considering a gap year, but are 

not sure, should apply for 2023 and request to defer their place as soon as they decide to take one.  
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UCAS Application Key Facts 
 

Applying - key facts 

• Register with UCAS via the Hub  

• Use your username and password to apply online 

• Students can add up to 5 choices, unless they’re applying to study medicine, veterinary, medicine/science, 

dentistry – then it’s 4 choices 

• Students cannot apply to BOTH Oxford and Cambridge  

• Applying costs £22.50 for 1 choice, or £27.00 for 5 choices  

• Apply by the equal consideration date  

• Providers cannot see other choices when you apply 

 

 

 

Personal Statements 
 

• A maximum of 4,000 characters, or 47 lines 

• A minimum of 1,000 characters 

• There is not a spelling or grammar check – which is why we suggest writing on Unifrog 

• No formatting is allowed 

• Every personal statement is run through software to check for plagiarism 

 

How Parents Can Support the Process? 
 

Encourage students to read beyond the syllabus, focus on their studies and complete extra-curricular activities. An 

excellent way to do this is to register on a taster course or summer school. Many universities offer these experiences 

and most are free. Summer schools are designed to be as authentic as possible, with lectures and tutorials and provide 

students with an opportunity to share their academic interests. The summer school search tool is a helpful starting 

point www.ucas.com/taster-course, they can be popular so it is good to book early. Avoid booking holidays at key 

times. 

  

file:///C:/Users/mi.miles/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/R2USL8DE/www.ucas.com/taster-course
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University and Course Selection 

Choosing your subject 
 

The subject is the most important choice. The over-riding criterion should be that students enjoy the subject they are 

going to study. Students should not select a university because they like the area, or because that is where their friends 

are going. Many will have known for quite a while what they want to be but for others the choice will be more difficult. 

The most important thing is that students select a course that they will enjoy studying for three years or longer. Having 

a social life at university is important, but getting out of the Student Union and studying in the library, writing an essay, 

or carrying out laboratory work will be much easier if they enjoy the subject matter. 

Therefore, it is imperative that the students really understand what the course is about, including the content and 

availability of certain modules. For example, a student wanting to read physics should ensure that the courses they 

apply for include astrophysics, or particle physics, if this is what they are interested in. They should talk to current 

undergraduate students about the courses they have chosen. It is possible to talk to students already on the course 

and through open day visits and virtual tours. 

Some students may wish to consider Dual Honours courses, in which they will study two subjects, and these may be 

perfect for those wishing to diversify their higher education somewhat. Students may find that they increase their 

chances of success by applying for a Dual Honours course. The terms “with” and “and” within Dual Honours course 

names have specific meanings. “Physics and Mathematics” will contain equal amounts of physics and mathematics, 

whereas “Physics with Mathematics” will be predominantly physics with a minority of mathematics modules. 

Do make use of Unifrog to help you to narrow down your subject choice and course type. 
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Choosing a University 
 

Choosing the right course should be students’ top priority, next is to consider where?  Some students apply to a highly 

selective course and some decide to apply to a university which is less well-regarded or popular, but which has an 

excellent reputation in a specific area or which is the only university to offer that course. It is important to be realistic 

in their choices. There really is nothing to be gained from applying for a course where the average offer is three A 

grades when they know they are working at B grades. We will advise them on this. 

 

 

Strategic Applications 
 

A traditionally high demand course at university is Psychology. Using Unifrog it is easy to discover the % of applicants 

who successfully gained a place on the course at specific universities in 2021, as well as the typical A-Level results of 

successful applicants. This is helpful in ensuring that you choose a good range of universities. e.g. In 2021: 

 

• 11% of applicants to Bristol were successful and average grades were A*AA 

• 11% of applicants to Durham were successful and average grades were AAA 

• The average grades for successful applicants to Nottingham AAB  

• The average grades for successful applicants to Sussex ABB  

The message here is that students need to do their research carefully, and try to be realistic in their approach. Students 

should certainly be ambitious and apply for very popular courses or universities, but balance these with some less 

competitive choices. Some slight variances in the area of study may pay dividends. For example, Imperial College 

requires A*A*A for Chemical Engineering but for both Biomaterials and Tissue Engineering and Materials Science and 

Engineering the grades required are AAA. That said, it is crucial that students study subject(s) that they actually want 

to study! 

 

Students will give themselves the best chance of success by working hard and obtaining the highest grades of which 

they are capable. We will always do our utmost to help students with their work and the university application process, 

but the final responsibility for success lies with them. 
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UCAS Tariff 
 

 

A-Level Grades BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma Grades Points 

 D*D*D* 168 

 D*D*D 160 

 D*DD 152 

 DDD 144 

 DDM 128 

 DMM 112 

 MMM  96 

 MMP  80 

 MPP  64 

A*   56 

A   48 

 PPP  48 

B   40 

C   32 

D   24 

E   16 
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Who does What? 
 

 
The Careers Adviser 
Mrs Rabinowitz is responsible for providing impartial advice to the students on their future pathways.  
 
 
Subject Contact 
Subject teachers with a particular expertise in a degree course subject will be able to offer advice on applying for 
their subject and guidance on content to support drafting of the personal statement. 
 
 
The Sixth Form Tutors, Head and Deputy Head of Sixth Form 
The Sixth Form team in conjunction with Mrs Potter and Mrs Rabinowitz will provide advice to students on courses 
and universities, and the applications process. 
 
A member of the Sixth Form team will check each student’s UCAS form, including their personal statement, and 
suggest changes that might be advisable. They will also ensure students have entered information correctly e.g. 
GCSE grades. 
 
Each student’s reference is drafted by their Form Tutor or Deputy Head of Sixth Form, then passed to the Head of 
Sixth Form who will check it through. 
 
 
Medical Applications 
Dr Watkins (Biology) and Mrs Jarman (Chemistry) provide advice to students on medical, vet science and dental 
applications. 
 
 
Oxbridge Applications 
Mrs Potter and Mrs Rabinowitz will advise students on this.  
 
When the application, personal statement and reference are complete, it will be checked one more time by Mrs 
Potter, prior to being submitted. 
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Aptitude Tests 
 

Universities find it difficult to distinguish between students with similar GCSE grades and predicted A level grades, 
therefore, a number of admissions tests have been introduced. 
 

BMAT 

The BMAT is required for those wishing to read Medicine or Veterinary Medicine at Brighton, Cambridge, Imperial, 

Keele, Lancaster, Leeds, Oxford, or UCL. It is also required for those wishing to read Biomedical Science courses at 

Imperial and Oxford, as well as for Dentistry at Leeds.  More information about the BMAT is available from the 

Cambridge Assessment Admissions Testing website, and they have also produced a 26-minute video.  

 

The test is sat in September and October (students applying to Oxford need to sit it in October), costs £61 and the 

school makes entries for the test on students’ behalves. Unlike the UCAT, the content is science-based, and the full 

test specification is available from the BMAT website. There are books in the Careers Library with practice questions 

and answers, and more past papers and mark schemes on the BMAT website. We will run practice BMAT exams, 

and students should ensure that they let the relevant subject contact know that they wish to take the exam as soon 

as possible. 

 

You will receive your results towards the end of November. 

 

UCAT (University Clinical Aptitude Test) 

Applicants for Medicine and Dentistry at most top universities will need to sit the UCAT; students can find out whether 

or not they need to take the UCAT on the UCAT website. The test costs £70 if sat between the start of July and the 

end of August, and £87 if sat during September. Information about how universities use the UCAT, including a list 

of those that do and do not have a UCAT “cut-off”, is available online.  Please note: The UCAT test can only be taken 

once per application cycle. Students wishing to take the UCAT must register online between the start of May and 

mid-September. We recommend that students register early, because test centres book-up quickly and students may 

find themselves having to travel long distances to sit the test; a search function on the UCAT website allows students 

to find their nearest test centre. 

 
The UCAT is an aptitude test composed of five parts: verbal reasoning, quantitative reasoning, abstract reasoning, 

decision analysis and situational judgement.  More information about the content of each of these sections, and the 

format of the test, is available from the UCAT website, and there is also a UCAT YouTube Channel and Facebook 

page. 

 

In terms of preparing for the UCAT, the UCAT website has this to say: The [UCAT] helps universities to make more 

informed choices from amongst the many highly-qualified applicants to medical and dental programmes. It helps to 

ensure that candidates selected have the most appropriate mental abilities, attitudes and professional behaviour 

required for new doctors and dentists to be successful in their clinical careers.  

 

The UCAT does not contain any curriculum or science content. It focuses on exploring the cognitive powers of 
candidates and other attributes considered to be valuable for health care professionals.  
 
UCAT claim it cannot be revised for. Students should, however, familiarise themselves with the format of the test. It is 
very time pressured and needs to be practiced against the clock.  Advice for preparing for the UCAT can be found 
on the UCAT website.  

The best time to take the test is in the summer holidays. This allows you time to prepare for it. Don’t leave it until 
September, as A level work will take over and it is also useful to know your result early to help you to decide where to 
apply. You receive your results immediately and they are passed direct to the universities you apply to after 15 October. 

 
 

http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/for-test-takers/bmat/about-bmat/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gmaOGAPARkI
https://www.themedicportal.com/application-guide/bmat/bmat-september-or-bmat-october/
https://careers.reigategrammar.org/university.html#ucat
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/images/47829-bmat-test-specification.pdf
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/for-test-takers/bmat/preparing-for-bmat/
https://careers.reigategrammar.org/university.html#subjectcontacts
http://www.ucat.ac.uk/about-the-test/who-should-take-the-test/
http://www.ucat.ac.uk/about-the-test/who-should-take-the-test/
http://theukcatblog.com/how-universities-use-the-ucat/
http://www.ucat.ac.uk/registration
http://www.ucat.ac.uk/about-the-test/locations/
https://wsr.pearsonvue.com/ucat/locate/
http://www.ucat.ac.uk/about-the-test/test-format/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OfficialUKCAT
https://www.facebook.com/UKClinicalAptitudeTest
https://www.facebook.com/UKClinicalAptitudeTest
http://www.ucat.ac.uk/preparation/preparing-for-the-test/
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LNAT 
This is a test for those looking to study Law at Bristol, Cambridge, Durham, Glasgow, KCL, LSE, Nottingham, Oxford, 
SOAS or UCL.  

Students need to register for it online at Inat.ac.uk from 1 August 2022. It is sat online from 1 September 2022. If you 
are applying to Oxford, you must sit it by 15 October 2022; if you are not applying to Oxford you must sit by 20 January 
2023. The test costs around £75. 

 

The test consists of two parts: Part A is a 95-minute multiple-choice comprehension exercise, and Part B is a 40-

minute essay of around 500-600 words. The LNAT examiners are not interested in a student’s opinions, but rather 

their ability to defend a point of view.  Practice software can be downloaded from the LNAT website, and a book of 

practice questions is available from the Careers Department. For further preparation, pupils should aim to read a quality 

newspaper every day and try to analyse what they read; constructing arguments for and against the different points of 

view in each story.  

 

Oxbridge Aptitude Tests 

Oxford and Cambridge (particularly Oxford) require aptitude tests for admissions to a number of courses. These are 

listed in full on their websites (Oxford, Cambridge), but some of the more common ones are elaborated on below.  

 

LNAT and Cambridge Law Test 

Oxford requires the LNAT (see above) for applications to read Law and Law with Law Studies in Europe. 

 

Most Cambridge Colleges require students applying to read Law to sit the Cambridge Law Test at the time of their 

interview. There are three types of questions: essay, problem and comprehension. The university specifically states 

that “No prior knowledge of law is required or expected” and example questions and advice is available from their 

website. 

 

MAT 

The MAT is a mathematical aptitude test sat by all applicants for mathematics and computer science courses at Oxford. 

It is also required for those applying to read mathematics courses at Imperial and “recommended” for those applying 

to read mathematics at Warwick. The paper lasts 2 ½ hours and no calculators or formula sheets are allowed. 

 

You can speak to Mr Libberton about entries for the MAT from the start of September. There is no cost for sitting the 

MAT. The MAT syllabus ,past papers and solutions and more information are available from the Oxford MAT 

homepage and on the MAT page of the Admissions Testing Service. 

 

MLAT 

The MLAT is a languages aptitude test required for those wishing to read modern languages, linguistics and related 

courses at Oxford. Students applying to read French and German take a single French or German paper, whilst those 

wishing to read other languages (i.e. Greek, Italian, Portuguese, Russian or Spanish) must take a linguistics paper in 

addition to the paper in the language they wish to study. Those applying for dual honours courses which combine two 

languages (e.g. Portuguese & Russian) must take two papers: one in each of the relevant languages; those taking 

dual honours courses which combine a main language with another language as a beginner (e.g. Czech & beginners’ 

Italian) must also take two papers: one in the main language and one general language aptitude paper. Those applying 

for a dual honours course which combines a language with linguistics (e.g. Modern Greek and Linguistics) must do a 

paper in the relevant language and a linguistics paper. (More details about specific combinations are available 

on Oxford’s website.) 

 

More information about the MLAT, including a past paper, is available on Oxford’s website (you will need to scroll 

down), and on the MLAT page run by the Admissions Testing Service, who administer the test. 

 

 

 

https://lnat.ac.uk/
http://www.lnat.ac.uk/what-is-lnat/test-format/
http://www.lnat.ac.uk/what-is-lnat/test-format/
http://www.lnat.ac.uk/how-to-prepare/practice-test/
http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/tests
http://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/admissions-tests
https://careers.reigategrammar.org/university.html#lnat
https://careers.reigategrammar.org/oxbridge.html#oxbridgecolleges
http://ba.law.cam.ac.uk/applying/cambridge_law_test/
http://ba.law.cam.ac.uk/assets/misc/Cambridge_Law_Test_Specimen_Questions.pdf
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/maths/admissions/ug/aeastep/
https://www.maths.ox.ac.uk/system/files/attachments/syllabus_1.pdf
https://www.maths.ox.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduate-study/maths-admissions-test
https://www.maths.ox.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduate-study/maths-admissions-test
https://www.maths.ox.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduate-study/maths-admissions-test
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/for-test-takers/mat/about-mat/
http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/tests/tests-students-applying-study-modern-languages-or-linguistics
http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/tests#field_listing_content_content-item--9
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/for-test-takers/mlat/about-mlat/
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PAT 

The PAT is an aptitude test required for those wishing to read engineering, materials science, or physics and related 

courses (including Physics and Philosophy) at Oxford. It normally takes place at the beginning of November and there 

is no cost for sitting it. It is a two-hour paper and no calculators, formula sheets, table or data books are permitted. The 

test has two parts: Part A covers mathematical skills, and Part B covers physics, including problem solving. The PAT 

syllabus is available from Oxford’s website, as are sample papers and exemplar solutions. More information on 

the PAT is available from Oxford’s website, and from the website of the Admissions Testing Service, who administer 

the test. 

 

SAQ 

The SAQ is not actually an aptitude test. Rather it is a supplementary application form, required by Cambridge for 

applications to all courses. Shortly after students submit their UCAS application to Cambridge they will receive an e-

mail from Cambridge asking them to complete the SAQ online; in most cases this must be done in the third week in 

October. 

 

The purpose of the SAQ is to ensure that they have complete and consistent information about all applicants. It also 

enables them to collect information that’s not part of the UCAS application but is helpful when assessing applications, 

such as the topics students have covered as part of their AS/A Level (or equivalent) courses (which helps their 

interviewers decide which questions to ask). 

 

University of Cambridge, Supplementary Application Questionnaire 

 

More information about the SAQ, including a guide to completing the SAQ , and an extensive list of SAQ FAQs, is 

available from Cambridge’s SAQ website. 

 

STEP 

The STEP is a mathematics aptitude test used by Cambridge and some other universities as part of a conditional 

offer (i.e. students must secure certain A-Level grades and certain grades on certain STEP papers to secure a place). 

There are three STEPs: STEP I, STEP II and STEP III. Each paper lasts two hours, and contains thirteen questions, 

of which students must choose six to answer. The distribution of questions is the same in each paper: eight pure 

mathematics questions, three mechanics questions and two statistics questions. The papers are sat in early to mid-

June and the fee for each paper is £49 (if entered before the end of April, an extra fee of £18 per paper applies if 

entries are made after this date). 

 

Candidates are usually required to sit one or two STEP papers: STEP I is intended for those students who are not 

taking Further Mathematics, and the questions are easier than those in STEP II and STEP III. STEP II and STEP III 

are intended for those who are taking Further Mathematics. 

 

The STEP syllabus is available from the Admissions Testing Service website, as are past papers going back to 1998 

(with exemplar solutions from 2004 onwards, and an examiner’s report from 2007 onwards). The ATS website also 

offers a copy of the formula sheet that students will be provided with, and a PDF booklet of problems (and detailed 

solutions) that it suggests are good preparation for the STEP. 

 

 

TSA 

The TSA is an assessment used by Oxford, Cambridge and UCL to test students’ critical thinking and problem-solving 

skills. A list of courses for which the TSA is required at Oxford is available from the TSA website. At Cambridge it is 

required only for Land Economy, and at UCL only for European Social & Political Studies (ESPS). 

 

The TSA is used to investigate students’ suitability for courses which require a range of abilities and in which applicants 

will come from a wide range of academic backgrounds, having studied more varied A-Level subjects than in other 

cases. The tests are all cost-free, pen-and-paper tests, but the structure of the tests varies: 

http://www2.physics.ox.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduates/applications/physics-aptitude-test-pat/pat-syllabus
http://www2.physics.ox.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduates/applications/physics-aptitude-test-pat/pat-syllabus
http://www2.physics.ox.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduates/applications/physics-aptitude-test-pat/pat-past-papers
http://www2.physics.ox.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduates/applications/physics-aptitude-test-pat
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/for-test-takers/pat/about-pat/
http://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/saq
http://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/sites/www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/files/publications/saq.pdf
http://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/saq/faq
http://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/saq
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/images/302045-courses-requiring-step-2017.pdf
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/for-test-takers/step/dates-and-costs/
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/images/47831-step-specification-rebranded-.pdf
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/for-test-takers/step/preparing-for-step/
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/images/121915-step-formula-booklet.pdf
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/for-test-takers/thinking-skills-assessment/tsa-oxford/about-tsa-oxford/
http://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/courses/land-economy#entry-requirements
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/esps
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• The Oxford TSA consists of two parts: the first is a 90-minute multiple choice paper consisting of fifty questions 

testing problem-solving and critical thinking skills, and the second is a 30-minute essay-writing task in which 

students select one of four titles. More information about preparing for the Oxford TSA, including a syllabus, 

practice papers and suggested reading, is available from the Oxford TSA website. 

• The Cambridge TSA consists of one 90-minute multiple choice paper containing fifty questions which test 

problem-solving skills, including numerical and spatial reasoning; and critical thinking skills, including 

understanding argument and reasoning using everyday language. The Cambridge TSA is taken during the 

interview process, and the university will inform students when they are to take the test. More information 

about preparing for the Cambridge TSA, including a syllabus, practice papers and suggested reading, is 

available from the Oxford TSA website. 

• The UCL TSA consists of one 90-minute multiple choice paper containing fifty questions which test problem-

solving skills, including numerical and spatial reasoning; and critical thinking skills, including understanding 

argument and reasoning using everyday language. The UCL TSA is sat at UCL, during an ESPS assessment 

day. More information about preparing for the UCL TSA, including a syllabus, practice papers and suggested 

reading, is available from the Oxford TSA website. 

  

http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/for-test-takers/thinking-skills-assessment/tsa-oxford/about-tsa-oxford/
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/for-test-takers/thinking-skills-assessment/tsa-oxford/preparing-for-tsa-oxford/
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/for-test-takers/thinking-skills-assessment/tsa-cambridge/about-tsa-cambridge/
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/for-test-takers/thinking-skills-assessment/tsa-cambridge/preparing-for-tsa-cambridge/
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/for-test-takers/thinking-skills-assessment/tsa-ucl/about-tsa-ucl/
http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/for-test-takers/thinking-skills-assessment/tsa-ucl/preparing-for-tsa-ucl/
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Oxbridge 
 

If you are interested in finding out more about studying at, or applying to, Oxford or Cambridge you can use this website 

which has been put together by the two universities: www.oxfordandcambridgeoutreach.co.uk. If you are interested, 

Samuel Ryder Academy also has a link college at each of the universities. At Cambridge we are linked to Gonville and 

Caius college: https://www.cai.cam.ac.uk/ and at Oxford we are linked to Balliol college: outreach@balliol.ox.ac.uk. 

 

How do Oxford and Cambridge differ from other universities?   

There are two key differences that make these universities distinctive. Firstly, teaching is based on the ‘tutorial‘ or 

‘supervision’ system - you will have weekly (or twice-weekly) academic tutorials in very small groups or individually. 

This level of personal, bespoke attention from a highly qualified, world-leading expert in your chosen field is unique to 

Oxbridge. The second difference is that the universities are based on a college system. When you join the university, 

you become a member of a college which not only provides accommodation, food, sports and social events, but also 

is responsible for your learning - although lectures and labs are provided by the university, your tutorials will be provided 

by the college.  

 

How is the application process different? 

• Entry to Oxford and Cambridge Universities is highly competitive and so the application process is slightly more 

complex than for most courses at other universities to allow them to select the best candidates: 

• The UCAS application form must be submitted earlier (by 15 October)  

• Examples of written work have to be submitted for many subjects 

• Written assessments are sat at the beginning of November or at interview for most subjects 

• Interviews form a key part of the selection process  

 

What are Oxford and Cambridge looking for?  

Oxford and Cambridge select students on the basis of academic potential. Whilst many successful applicants excel in 

other areas such as sport or music, extra-curricular activities that are not related to the course are not considered. 

Each course has its own specific entry criteria, but in general the Universities are looking for:  

• Enthusiasm  

• Spirit of enquiry  

• Intellectual curiosity and flexibility  

• Willingness to explore ideas outside the confines of syllabuses  

• Independent work and thought  

• Self-discipline  

• Ability to learn fast and absorb information  

• Analytical ability and logical reasoning  

• Clear expression of ideas  

 

Competition for places at Oxford and Cambridge is increasingly strong each year. Globally about 17% of applications 

are successful. So, it is essential that those who apply are aware of the odds and can cope with the possibility of 

rejection. Also, an application to Oxford or Cambridge requires students to be organised and capable of handling a 

substantial additional volume of work on top of their normal A-Level activities, and can be a distraction from A-Level 

study.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oxfordandcambridgeoutreach.co.uk./
https://www.cai.cam.ac.uk/
file:///C:/Users/Helen/Documents/outreach@balliol.ox.ac.uk
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Preparing to apply 

 

In general students should: 

 

• Read widely - Your personal statement needs to show that you have an interest in your subject that extends 

beyond the school curriculum, and you must be able to demonstrate this at interview. 

• Attend subject-specific enrichment and extension activities - Such as clubs, discussion groups, subject 

societies and lecture series that are organized or advertised by subject departments, or that you attend 

independently, and that develop your interest and understanding beyond the syllabus. These sessions are usually 

not solely at Oxbridge applicants but successful applicants are likely to have taken full advantage of them during 

Year 12. 

• Enter essay, poetry and science competitions - These are a great way to focus further reading and provide 

evidence of interest and ability. Your subject teachers can provide further information. 

• Attend Oxbridge–specific preparation sessions - These sessions are run by departments and begin in the 

summer term, continuing in the autumn term. These include preparation for the assessments.  

• Visit the universities - Students are strongly encouraged to attend department and college open days 

independently. 

• Attend interview preparation sessions - Interview preparation sessions, including practice interviews with 

external experts, are provided in Year 13. 

 

Aspiring Oxford and Cambridge applicants are expected to read with depth and breadth; to keep up-to-date with current 

thinking in their subject area; to visit relevant exhibitions and galleries; and to gather appropriate work experience. 

Tens of thousands of very academically able students will be applying for a limited number of places. Students need 

to do all they can to prove that they are not merely an excellent student but an exceptional and outstanding one, with 

a genuine intellectual curiosity.  

 

cam.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate 

 

ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate 
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Applying for Competitive Courses – Some Tips 
 

You must undertake thorough research into courses which interest you. Consult university websites, but look 

beyond the online prospectus at departmental information on the content of the course and details of applications and 

acceptances if available. You can locate the success rate for last year and the average grades at A-Level of last year’s 

successful applicants from the websites detailed below. Use this information. It would be foolhardy to apply for the five 

most competitive/popular courses in your subject based solely on league tables. You may receive fewer offers than 

you deserve and the offers you do receive are likely to be identical, thus leaving you with little choice.  

 

You must check whether you meet the specification for the course. Most universities publish entry profiles, which 

outline requirements in detail. Do not ignore information which could be crucial e.g. GCSE requirements in 

addition to the A Level entry grades. This is particularly true of Medicine and Law, but can also apply to 

oversubscribed courses, e.g. English, History, Psychology, Economics and Physiotherapy. Admissions Tutors often 

look for reasons to reject applicants, so you must be sure that you do not fail to get through the first admissions sift 

through ignorance of the requirements. This information can be found on www.ucas.com. If you feel that your GCSE 

grades were disappointing and do not reflect your true ability, due to genuine extenuating circumstances, then discuss 

this with your Tutor, so that mention can be made in your reference. 

 

You should apply early. If you are applying to Oxford or Cambridge or for Medicine or Dentistry or Veterinary 

Medicine, the UCAS deadline for receipt of your application is 15th October. If you are not applying for any of these, it 

is essential that you should apply early if you want to receive an offer from a competitive university for an 

oversubscribed course. You should aim to be ready with your application by the start of the Autumn term.  

 

You should check any additional tests which may be required for your subject. The UCAT, BMAT and LNAT 

tests have been introduced to help some universities (including Oxford and Cambridge) in selecting students for 

Medicine, Veterinary Medicine and Law respectively. Make sure that you download the practice tests and make 

yourself fully aware of the requirements. You MUST register to take LNAT and UCAT so make sure that you meet any 

deadlines they impose. The MAT test was introduced for 2014 entry for prospective maths students at Imperial. There 

are also a plethora of tests for Oxbridge applicants.  

 

If the course requires evidence of work experience, ensure you complete it before applying. Medicine, 

Veterinary Medicine, Dentistry, Nursing, Professions allied to Medicine (e.g. Physiotherapy, Radiography) and Initial 

Teacher Training all require applicants to have evidence of work experience. You should keep a daily record of what 

you have observed and participated in so that you can reflect upon it in your personal statement. You should also ask 

for references from the placement provider so that you can send copies to the Admissions Tutors if they want them. 

 

Consider applying for a joint or combined honours course which may be less competitive. e.g. Economics at 

Bristol is likely to be less competitive than Economics and Econometrics at Bristol, but it is as good a qualification. If 

you are particularly keen to go to a specific university, e.g. you want to read History at Durham, then you may find that 

you increase your chance of success by applying for e.g. History and Archaeology. Be very careful about this though! 

You need to really ask yourself why going to that particular university is so important. The biggest single reason for 

pupils dropping out of university is getting the subject wrong. 

 

Make yourself aware of what your referee is saying about you. Your reference should complement, not duplicate 

your personal statement.  Your personal statement should hook the reader from the start. It is particularly important to 

grab the attention of the Admissions Tutor from the first paragraph of the statement. If you feel you have a ‘unique 

selling point’ then this is where it should be mentioned. BUT best to avoid jokes! Your sense of humour may be very 

different to that of the Admissions Tutor!  

 

 

 

https://www.ucas.com/
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Useful Websites 
 

UCAS 
The UCAS website: www.ucas.com contains key information on all UK university courses, with links to individual 
institutions websites – so that you can continue your research. It is also the website that students use to make their 
university applications at the start of Year 13. 
 
Compare accommodation  
UCAS accommodation search helps students see what is available from both universities and colleges, and private 
providers. Understanding what is available will help to narrow down choices of where they might like to study. 
https://accommodation.ucas.com 
 
UCAS: Chat to university students 
Peer-to-peer conversations can be invaluable. UCAS have teamed up with Unibuddy to give students the chance to 
talk to current undergraduates about their first-hand experiences. They can ask questions about a specific course or 
university. www.ucas.com/chat-to-students. 
 

Unistats 

Unistats: www.unistats.com is the website used for displaying the government’s Key Information Sets (KIS). It has up-

to-date statistical information on each individual course at all the UK’s universities. There is information displayed on 

the following categories: student satisfaction, average salary after graduation, progression, accommodation costs, time 

spent in lectures & seminars, how it is assessed and student satisfaction with the university’s student union. You should 

also find a link to Unistats from individual university websites. 

 

UK Course Finder 

UK Course Finder: http://www.ukcoursefinder.com is a website where you can search for universities based on course 

title, location and entry grades. If you are unsure of your plans but know that you want to progress onto Higher 

Education you can register (free of charge) and complete a short questionnaire that will ‘suggest’ degree courses that 

might interest you. This process is not an exact science but it can help you to start a search or to confirm your plans. 

 

The Uniguide 

The UniGuide: www.uniguide.co.uk is another website that provides key information on individual degree courses, 

including the average UCAS points achieved by students actually starting the course, employment prospects and drop-

out rates etc. 

 

Apply to Uni 

Apply to Uni: http://www.applytouni.com/ has information on applying to university, including a series of university 

guides and information on finance and open days. 

 

Push 

Push: http://www.push.co.uk/ describes itself as being a “ruthlessly independent” guide to UK universities and comes 

from, at times, a very different perspective from other resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

file:///C:/Users/Helen/Documents/www.ucas.com
https://accommodation.ucas.com/
file:///C:/Users/mi.miles/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/R2USL8DE/www.ucas.com/chat-to-students
file:///C:/Users/Helen/Documents/www.unistats.com
file:///C:/Users/Helen/Documents/www.uniguide.co.uk
http://www.applytouni.com/
http://www.push.co.uk/
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Other Useful Website 

 

Pure Potential: http://www.purepotential.org/ is a website with information on the UCAS process, writing a personal 

statement, succeeding at interview and student finance. It also contains information on revision techniques and 

alternatives to university. 

 

Bestcourse4me: www.bestcourse4me.com allows you to search about “the relationship between what people study 

and their employment records afterwards”. 

 

My Student Halls: www.mystudenthalls.com/ is a website that allows you to research the university accommodation 

at any of the universities that you are considering applying to. 

 

The Student Room: www.thestudentroom.co.uk/ is a student only networking site that links students and prospective 

students with each other for discussions. 

 

Open Days: www.opendays.com/ allows you to search for open days, and other events, being hosted by universities 

across the UK. Details of these are, of course, available on individual institution websites as well. 

 

QAA: www.qaa.ac.uk/ reviews-and-reports allows you to read reports on the ‘quality’ and ‘standards’ of the various 

higher education providers. 

 

People & Planet: www.peopleandplanet.org/university-league is a website that contains a comprehensive and 

independent league table of UK universities ranked by environmental and ethical performance. 

 

 

Good University Guides 
 

The primary aim of the rankings is to inform potential undergraduate applicants about UK universities based on a range 

of criteria, including entry standards, student satisfaction, staff/student ratio, academic services and facilities 

expenditure per student, research quality etc. They can be very useful, however, be aware that different guides use 

different criteria to rank the various degree courses/universities and also that they are not without their critics. 

 

The Times has a Good University Guide, which you can buy or access via an online subscription. 

 

The Guardian has a Good University Guide: www.guardian.co.uk/education/universityguide 

 

There is also the Complete University Guide: www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk  

 

In addition to these UK based websites there is also another website, Top Universities: www.topuniversities.com that 

has information on where the ‘top’ universities are located, globally, and what courses they offer. 

 

 

  

http://www.purepotential.org/
file:///C:/Users/Helen/Documents/www.bestcourse4me.com
file:///C:/Users/Helen/Documents/www.mystudenthalls.com/
file:///C:/Users/Helen/Documents/www.thestudentroom.co.uk/
file:///C:/Users/Helen/Documents/www.opendays.com/
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/
file:///C:/Users/Helen/Documents/www.peopleandplanet.org/university-league
file:///C:/Users/Helen/Documents/www.guardian.co.uk/education/universityguide
http://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/
file:///C:/Users/Helen/Documents/www.topuniversities.com
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Apprenticeships 
 

Apprenticeships are paid work opportunities with on-the-job training while studying to gain qualifications. They have 

grown in popularity in recent years with the introduction of the government’s apprenticeship levy and are available in 

a broad range of disciplines. 

 

What careers are covered by Apprenticeships/Degree Apprenticeships? 

Degree Apprenticeships are available in areas such as Finance, Business Management, Cyber Security, Engineering, 

Law and Surveying. In particular, there are many opportunities in IT and Tech solutions. 

 

Apprenticeships in more traditional trades such as plumbing, carpentry and welding are also available. 

 

Where can you find out more? 

Unfortunately, there is no single website that encompasses all opportunities and start dates vary throughout the year. 

Mrs Anderson leads on degree apprenticeships and can provide help with choices, application processes and 

interview skills. 

 

1. Watch recorded presentations on our RGS Careers Presentations Team channel. You will find presentations on a 

general introduction to apprenticeships or more company specific presentations from e.g. BDO school leaver 

schemes. 

2. Unifrog has an apprenticeships App, which is a good place to discover apprenticeships in a range of 

industries: 

3. https://www.studentladder.co.uk/ 

4. https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/ 

5. https://www.ucas.com/understanding-apprenticeships has a quiz to help you to discover the areas that you might 

be interested in studying in for an apprenticeship, as well as guidance about what apprenticeships entail and where 

to find them. 

 

Pros and Cons to consider 

 

What are the benefits? 

• No tuition fees 

• Earn a salary while gaining a valuable qualification (be it a degree or industry qualification) 

• Build a work portfolio within your chosen industry 

• Sometimes it can be easier to get into a company at 18 than at 21/22. Certainly, statistically, it seems to be 

easier to get into the big accountancy firms straight from school than as a graduate 

• If you are looking to complete an industry qualification you can sometimes complete it more quickly by this route 

• In general, there no longer seems to be the glass ceiling that there might once have been for those who take an 

apprenticeship rather than degree route (and, in any case you can get both!). 

 

  

https://www.studentladder.co.uk/
https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/
https://www.ucas.com/understanding-apprenticeships
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Things to consider: 

• You are at work for a long time. You might feel that you want to have three or four years at university first. 

• Are you ready at 18 to go from school holidays to getting 4-5 weeks off per year? 

• You might want to spend 3-4 more years studying a subject for which you have a genuine passion, and this may 

not be a vocational subject. The large proportion of graduate jobs still do not ask for a specific degree so 

students should not be at all afraid to simply study something that they have a genuine passion for at degree 

level. 

• You will have to study for assignments around work commitments which requires a high level of organisation. 

Employers will usually give you time off to study for exams. 

• Are you sure at 18 that you want to be e.g., an Accountant? I would counter that by saying that you are allowed 

to make a mistake at 18! It is perfectly possible to realise that this is not the right path for you and start university 

the next year. 

• Where are you going to be living? Are you going to need to rent away from home? Are you going to get the 

same level of support, both pastorally and academically, that a university can offer? 

These are all questions that you would need to investigate. 

• Does the apprenticeship offer the same breadth of experience/depth of knowledge as the degree? This might be 

of particular concern if you are with a small firm. 

 

Advice and Support for Applications 

Competition is high for places on a degree apprenticeship. For example, for a Law degree apprenticeship, there may 

be only 2-3 places available in a company compared to 400 people accepted onto the Law course at University of 

Exeter. The recruitment process is often long and involves several stages of interviews and aptitude tests. Therefore, 

the following general advice is recommended: 

• Students should apply for a degree through the normal UCAS process as a backup. 

• Students need to accept that this could be a two-year process. Priority should be given to achieving best A Level 

results, so consider limiting the number of applications during sixth form. Some students choose to take a gap 

year and apply then. 

• As opportunities can appear at any time of year, it is important to regularly check back on websites such as 

https://www.studentladder.co.uk/ or industry specific websites and also the RGS Careers and Enrichment 

bulletin.  

 

If you would like any further guidance, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Buzzacott on mjb@reigategrammar.org 

or Mrs. Anderson on taa@reigategrammar.org 

 

 

  

https://www.studentladder.co.uk/
http://reigategrammar.org/
mailto:taa@reigategrammar.org
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Studying Abroad 
 

Brexit 

Following Brexit, UK students who wish to study in Europe could look at the opportunities and funding information at 

https://www.turing-scheme.org.uk/. 

 

Studying abroad has not traditionally been a popular option for SRA students, but it may become increasingly common 

over the next few years for several reasons: 

• Many European universities now run some courses in English; a list of these is available via the EUNiCAS 

website. 

• The increase in UK university fees has narrowed the gap between the cost of UK universities and those in other 

English-speaking countries. (This is less true for the US, where the average fee is around $37 000, though there 

is a great deal of variation and many sources of supplementary funding are available). 

• Studying abroad shows a great deal of independence and demonstrates that students are capable of “standing 

on their own two feet”. 

• UK employers are looking for students who have demonstrated that they are keen to be part of a global 

community, and who have experience of different cultures. 

• European universities tend to have a very international selection of students. Studying a subject such as 

International Relations in Europe will be very different from studying it at a more monocultural British university. 

• It can be possible for students to get into very high-ranking world universities with grades that would not get them 

into similarly ranked UK universities. This is not indicative of poorer quality abroad, but rather the very high level 

of pressure.  

 

Potential Problems 

It will be difficult for students to obtain student loans when studying abroad. Students will also need to ensure that any 

foreign qualifications (especially vocational qualifications) are accredited in the UK. 

 

Some issues students may wish to consider when thinking of studying abroad include: 

• How well they will cope with being away from home and friends. 

• How well they will cope with living in a different culture, with different cultural norms. 

• Even if their course is taught in English, students’ day-to-day life may still require foreign language skills. 

• Courses abroad can be easy to get into, but may be more difficult than in the UK to stay in. Foreign universities 

often have strict performance and grade requirements that students must meet to complete each year and move 

on to the next. 

• There is no option for deferred entry (i.e. taking a Gap Year). 

• Many countries do not have an equivalent of UCAS, and thus students must make each application to each 

university individually, and these applications can be quite different from each other. 

 

Useful Website for Studying Abroad 

Here are some websites that students can use to explore some of the options available:  

 

A Star Future: www.astarfuture.co.uk  A website dedicated to students considering applying abroad. 

 

Study Portals: www.bachelorsportal.eu:  This website that allows you to search undergraduate degrees outside of 

the UK. 

 

The European University Central Application Support Service (Eunicas):  www.eunicas.ie has information on 

courses taught in English at European universities. 

 

https://www.turing-scheme.org.uk/
http://www.eunicas.co.uk/
https://careers.reigategrammar.org/university.html#studyusa
https://careers.reigategrammar.org/university.html#gapyear
file:///C:/Users/Helen/Documents/www.astarfuture.co.uk
file:///C:/Users/Helen/Documents/www.bachelorsportal.eu 
http://www.eunicas.ie/
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Study in Holland:www.studyinholland.co.uk is A website dedicated to students considering applying to study in 

Holland – a country that has relatively low fees (with possible financial support) and a relatively large number of degrees 

taught in English. 

 

Study in Sweden: www.studyinsweden.se  A website that explains the application process, as well as providing 

course information, for applying to university in Sweden. It also has a map, so you can find out where in Sweden you 

might be studying if you decide to apply. 

 

Study in Germany: www.study-in.de/e/index.php  A website that allows you to search for degree courses in Germany 

that are taught in English. 

 

Study in Denmark: www.studyindenmark.dk/  A website that allows you to look at what Danish universities have to 

offer you in terms of Higher Education. 

 

Study in the USA: www.fulbright.org.uk  The Fulbright Commission website gives information on studying in the US. 

 

Study in Canada: www.cic.gc.ca/english/study  This Canadian government website has information on studying in 

Canada. 

 

Study in Australia and New Zealand: www.studyoptions.com  Study Options is a website designed to help students 

who are interested in applying to universities in Australia and New Zealand. The Australian government also has a 

website: www.studyinaustralia.gov.au/global about studying in Australia. 

 

 

  

file:///C:/Users/Helen/Documents/www.studyinholland.co.uk 
http://www.studyinsweden.se/
file:///C:/Users/Helen/Documents/www.study-in.de/e/index.php
file:///C:/Users/Helen/Documents/www.studyindenmark.dk/
http://www.fulbright.org.uk/
file:///C:/Users/Helen/Documents/www.cic.gc.ca/english/study
file:///C:/Users/Helen/Documents/www.studyoptions.com
http://www.studyinaustralia.gov.au/global


25 

Specialist Colleges (Those not covered by UCAS) 
 

Not all applications to continue on to higher education are done via UCAS. These applications tend to be for more 

vocational courses, and details of some of these processes are outlined below.  

 

Art Colleges 

Applications to Art Colleges are made directly to the colleges themselves, not through UCAS. Students should check 

the colleges’ websites, and contact directly any colleges they are interested in to discuss the application process. 

The British Arts website lists eleven dedicated art colleges in the UK: 

• Glasgow School of Art 

• Goldsmiths (part of the University of London) 

• Leeds College of Art 

• Kingston College 

• University of the Arts London, consisting of: 

• Camberwell College of Arts 

• Central Saint Martins College of Art and Design (based in King’s Cross) 

• Chelsea College of Art and Design 

• London College of Fashion (based in Shoreditch) 

• Wimbledon College of Art 

• The Royal College of Art (based in South Kensington and Battersea) 

• Slade School of Fine Art (part of UCL) 

 

Some of these institutions also offer “conventional” BA, BDes, etc. degrees. Students should ensure that they are 

looking at the correct course. 

 

Each college will offer a variety of different courses, and each specialises in different ways. Students who are 

interested in applying to Art College should contact the relevant subject contact for assistance in deciding which 

college or colleges might be right for them. 

 

Performing Art (Dance, Drama and Music) 

Applications to the following Performing Arts Conservatoires are handled by UCAS Conservatoires 

(previously CUKAS): 

• Royal Birmingham Conservatoire 

• Bristol Old Vic Theatre School 

• Leeds College of Music 

• London Academy of Music & Dramatic Art (LAMDA) 

• Royal Academy of Music (based in Marylebone, London) 

• Royal College of Music (South Kensington, London) 

• Royal Conservatoire of Scotland (Glasgow) 

• Royal Northern College of Music (Manchester) 

• Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama (Cardiff) 

• Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance (Greenwich, London) 

 

Details of the courses available at these Conservatoires, including entry requirements, are available via the UCAS 

Conservatoires website. 

 

There are also some Conservatoires to whom applications are made directly, rather than through UCAS 

Conservatoires. This includes, but is not limited to, the Guildhall School of Drama and Music based in Barbican, 

London.   

 

https://web.archive.org/web/20170917040426/http:/www.britisharts.co.uk:80/artcolleges.html
http://www.gsa.ac.uk/
http://www.gold.ac.uk/
http://www.leeds-art.ac.uk/
http://kingston-college.ac.uk/index.php
http://www.arts.ac.uk/
http://www.arts.ac.uk/camberwell/
http://www.arts.ac.uk/csm/
http://www.arts.ac.uk/chelsea/
http://www.arts.ac.uk/fashion/
http://www.arts.ac.uk/wimbledon/
http://www.rca.ac.uk/
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/slade/
https://careers.reigategrammar.org/university.html#subjectcontacts
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/conservatoires
http://www.bcu.ac.uk/conservatoire
https://www.oldvic.ac.uk/
http://www.lcm.ac.uk/
https://www.lamda.ac.uk/
http://www.ram.ac.uk/study
http://www.rcm.ac.uk/
https://www.rcs.ac.uk/
http://www.rncm.ac.uk/
http://www.rwcmd.ac.uk/courses.aspx
http://www.trinitylaban.ac.uk/
http://search.ucas.com/cukas/search/providers?CountryCode=&RegionCode=&Lat=&Lng=&Feather=&Vac=1&AvailableIn=2016&Query=&ProviderQuery=&AcpId=&SubjectCode=
http://www.gsmd.ac.uk/
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In most cases the GCSE or A-Level requirements for entry to conservatoires are low, with an emphasis placed on 

interviews and auditions as a method of entry. Students who are interested in applying to conservatoires should 

contact the relevant subject contact for assistance. 

 

 

Student Finance 
 

Government Website 

The main government website (www.direct.gov.uk) contains information on Higher Education finance for English-

based students and is the website where you will go to submit your application for financial support. Student financial 

support forms become available at the end of February and will be available online. These should be completed as 

soon as possible, unless students are taking a Gap Year, in which case they should apply in the year in which they 

intend to attend university. 

 

Students and their parents may find the GOV.UK Student Finance Calculator useful in calculating what level of 

financial support is available to them, and more advice on student finance is available from The Student Room. 

 

Tuition Frees 

 

Studying in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 

The information below applies to English students studying at UK universities. 

 

Universities can charge full-time students up to £9,250 per year (£9,000 if attending a Welsh university) in tuition fees. 

Eligible students will not have to pay any tuition fees up-front, and a non-means-tested Tuition Fee Loan is available 

to all students to cover these fees. (These payments are made directly to universities by Student Finance England, 

and do not go via the student). 

 

The Tuition Fee Loan becomes repayable only when the graduate is earning more than £25,000 per year, and is paid 

at a rate of 9% of income over £25,000 automatically through the HMRC tax system. If a graduate’s income falls below 

the £25,000 threshold, payments cease automatically, and any outstanding balance remaining after a period of thirty 

years is written-off. 

 

The interest rate charged on student loans depends on how much the graduate earns. During study, and before 

repayment begins, the interest rate is equal to the Retail Price Index (RPI) plus three percent. After graduating, whilst 

earning less than the £25,000 threshold, the interest rate is RPI only. Whilst earning between £25,000 and £45,000 

the interest rate is RPI plus up to three percent, dependent on income, and above the £45,000 threshold the interest 

rate is RPI plus three percent. The interest rate is updated once per year, in September, using the RPI figure from the 

previous March. More information about repayment amounts is available from the Student Loan Company. 

 

Repayment Thresholds When Living or Working Abroad 

To take into account differences in living costs, different repayment thresholds and different interest rates apply if 

the graduate is living and/or working abroad. For example, the repayment threshold is £7,747 if living in Nepal and 

£26,510 if living in Norway. 

 

Maintenance Support 

All students are entitled to a Maintenance Loan to help with living costs whilst at university. The amount of 

Maintenance Loan available depends on household income and where a student lives and studies: this ranges from a 

maximum of £7,747 for students living at home with parents, to a maximum of £12,010 for students living away-from-

home in London. 

 

https://careers.reigategrammar.org/university.html#subjectcontacts
https://www.gov.uk/apply-online-for-student-finance
https://careers.reigategrammar.org/university.html#gapyear
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-calculator
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/studentfinance
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/student-finance/tuition-fee-loan-about
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Retail_Price_Index#Calculation
http://media.slc.co.uk/repayment/qsg/how-much-do-i-repay.html
http://www.studentloanrepayment.co.uk/portal/page?_pageid=93,6678668&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
http://www.studentloanrepayment.co.uk/portal/page?_pageid=93,6678823&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance/new-fulltime-students
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Between 100% and approximately 44% of the maximum Maintenance Loan is available to students, on a sliding scale 

that depends on their household income. Students with a household income of below £25,000 are entitled to 100% of 

the maximum, and around 44% of the maximum is available to those with a residual household income greater than 

around £62,000. 

 

We recommend using the government’s Student Finance Calculator to get more information as it applies to students’ 

individual circumstances. 

 

Useful: Links for Student Finance 

 

The Scholarship Hub:  www.thescholarshiphub.org.uk is an excellent website that has information on financial 

support for students. You can go to this website and search by specific courses or just by a university; for some of the 

scholarships you will need to make applications – others will be organised by the university as soon as they receive 

confirmation that you will be starting with them, and once they know your individual financial circumstances. 

 

Guardian 

The Guardian: www.guardian.co.uk has some good general information on student finance. 

 

UCAS 

The UCAS website:  www.ucas.co.uk is also a good source of information on student finance. 

 

Money Saving Expert 

On this website www.moneysavingexpert.com Money Saving Expert, Martin Lewis, has some handy financial for 

prospective Higher Education students, including a ‘Sixth formers guide’. 

 

In addition, each individual university and college website will also contain relevant financial information, including 

about bursaries. Alternatively, give them a call – just make sure you don’t miss out on anything that you are entitled 

to. 

 

 

GAP Year 
 

(This is not recommended or indeed offered for mathematics courses) 

 

A Gap Year should be exactly that: a gap of one year between finishing Sixth Form and A Levels and moving on to 

university. 

 

Students wishing to take a Gap Year should follow all the procedures and tips outlined above UCAS applications, but 

indicate on their form that the application is for deferred entry.  

 

Gap Year Programme 

Applicants taking a Gap Year and seeking deferred entry are required to provide a programme for their year out as 

part of their personal statement. 

There are many reasons for a student to take a Gap Year: 

• A student may wish to work, either to expand their CV or gain work experience, or to build up funds to reduce the 

burden of tuition fees and living expenses. Students should ideally have been researching placements in Year 

12. 

• A student may wish to travel, but it is important that there is a purpose to this travel: spending six months building 

schools in Uganda will look better on a UCAS application than half-a-year sat on a beach in Bali. If students 

decide they want to use a company that specialises in Gap Year travel then it is vital that they do their due 

diligence in selecting a provider. 

https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-calculator
http://www.thescholarshiphub.org.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/
file:///C:/Users/Helen/Documents/www.ucas.co.uk
file:///C:/Users/Helen/Documents/www.moneysavingexpert.com
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• By the time they have finished their A-Levels, students will have spent thirteen years in education, but may not 

yet be sure what they want to do. A Gap Year is a chance for them to take a break, consider their options and 

work out how they want to spend their life, including whether or not they want to go to university at all. Students 

should bear in mind that once they have left the education system, it can be difficult to get back into the correct 

mindset to re-enter it. 

• Most students will do a combination of things during their Gap Year; working for the first six months to fund 

travelling in the second half is common. We will offer advice on Gap Years, but students and their parents may 

wish to check the Prospects website’s Gap Year section or one of the many websites that aim to offer students 

assistance. 

 

It should be borne in mind that many Gap Year websites are run by private, profit-making companies, who do not 

necessarily have the students’ best interests at heart; we do not endorse any specific company. Students and parents 

should be very careful to investigate the pedigree of any company that they decide to use, and bear in mind that 

organising their own gap year reflects well on a student’s level of independence and perseverance. If possible, students 

should speak to others who have used the same company, and if this is not possible, they should think carefully about 

why that might be. 

 

 

Higher Education Key Terms 
 

See the section in this booklet on UCAS Offers and Units.  
 

Key Terms  What it Means   

BMAT  BioMedical Admissions Test – for some medical degree at Bristol, Cambridge, Oxford, 
Royal Veterinary college, University College, Imperial College. See BMAT website.  

CUKAS  Conservatoires UK Admission Service  
• For music courses at Birmingham Conservatoire, Leeds College of Music, Royal 

Academy of Music, Royal college of Music, Royal Northern College of Music, Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland, royal Welsh College of Music and Drama, Trinity Laban 
Conservatoire of Music and Dance.  

Conditional Offer  An offer which depends on gaining certain grades.  

Decline  You receive an offer but decide to reject it.  

Defer  Apply this year but not start the course until a year later. If you would like to do this, ensure 
that the university accepts deferred entry for your course. Remember to indicate ‘Deferred’ 
in the ‘Course’ section of your application. If you defer, do not apply for funding until your 
year of entry.  

Degree  A three or four year programme of HE study.  
• BA – Batchelor of Arts  
• BEd – Batchelor of Education  
• BEng – Batchelor or engineering  
• BMus – Batchelor of Music  
• BSc – Batchelor of Science  
• BVs – Batchelor of Veterinary Science  
• FA or FSc – Foundation Degree – vocational degree. Can lead to a full degree.  
• LLB – Batchelor of Law  
• MBChB – Batchelor of Medicine  
• Combined Degree – made up of modules of different subjects.  
• Joint Degree – two subjects studies equally  
• Single Degree – Focus on one major subject  
• Sandwich course – periods of study at university are alternated with periods of study 

 in industry, usually lasting four years.   

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/gap_year.htm
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Entry Profile  Entry profiles help you decide which universities, or colleges, and which courses to apply 
to. Many courses with the same title are actually very different in terms of content and 
study methods, so Entry Profiles help you to consider what will best suit you.  

Entry Requirements  The points or grades you need to gain a place on your chosen course.  

Firm Acceptance  Your first choice of course/university. (See Insurance)  

Foundation Degree  Two-year degree course. Courses are usually related to a type of job.  

Foundation Year  Before your first year, if you don’t have the correct qualifications e.g. Art, Engineering, 
Medicine.  

Fresher  A first year student in Higher Education.  

GAP Year  A year off before you start university. Consider the pros and cons of this. Not advised for 
Maths.  

HE  Higher Education – beyond a level Standard  

Insurance 
Acceptance  

Your second-choice acceptance. If you don’t gain the grades for your firm choice, you 
may have sufficient grades for your insurance choice.  

LNAT  National Test for Law – required for entry to some Law Degrees at Birmingham, Bristol, 
Durham, Glasgow, Kings College, Nottingham, Oxford. See LNAT website.  

UCAS  Universities and College Admission Service  

UCAS Apply  The UCAS online application system  

UCAS Track  Online system for tracking progress of your application.  

UKCAT  United Kingdom Clinical Aptitude Test – needed for entry to certain medical & dental 
schools.  

Undergraduate  A student studying for a first degree   

 
Deciding on a Course 
 

Use one of the following websites detailed later to help you find the right course for you and think about the 
following:  

 

Decision  Details   

Academic or vocational  Some courses are aimed already at a particular type of employment field (vocational). 
Others are more general.  

Accommodation  Cost and quality of accommodation varies a lot. Your choices include:  
• Halls: student accommodation. It always on the same site as the university. Can 

be fully-catered, part-catered, self-catering, en-suite, shared or single, single or mixed 
sex.  

• Student house: self-catered. Sometimes arranged through the university; sometimes 
though an agency  

• Home: much cheaper. Only practical if you study near to your home. Miss out on full 
experience.   

Assessment   Do you prefer a course with lots of exams or one with lots of coursework and practical?  

Bursaries/scholarships   Some universities are offering more generous financial packages than others.   

Campus or not?  Many rural universities are campus-based with most of the university facilities on one 
site. More intimate, easy to make friends. But can be isolated and claustrophobic. 
Transport can be a problem. 

City or rural?  Cities are lively, vibrant and exciting but they can also be expensive, crowded and 
polluted.   

Class sizes  This varies enormously. Some classes/ tutorial groups are very small; others are much 
larger.   
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Collegiate  Life and learning based in colleges  

Cost of living   Different places cost different amounts.  

Course content  Read the course details carefully. Courses with the same name can cover very different 
work at different universities. Read the university prospectus carefully and look at the 
‘about the course’ section of the Course Entry Profiles on the UCAS website.  

Course structure  Do you prefer a modular approach (units of work lasting several months) or a linear 
approach? Pros and cons of both. What suits you best?  

Course type  Decide from the following:  
• Foundation course – often required for Art courses.  
• Education – no student loan available.  
• Degree – minimum three years of study. Minimum of three A2 Levels or equivalent 

required. Vocational or academic choice.   

Deferred entry  Students apply in 2022 for a 2023 start. Ensure the course you apply for accepts 
deferred entries. Apply for funding in the year of commencing the course.   

Entry requirements  Check these very carefully. Are you doing subjects that the university will accept for your 
chosen course? Will you gain the right grades/UCAS points for the course you’re 
interested in? It is vital to know the grades you are being predicted and choose courses 
relevant to these grades. If you have any doubts contact the admissions tutor at the 
university. Refer to the UCAS tariff page in this booklet and ask for advice.   
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Decision  Details   

Foundation Course 
(Art)   

Required for many art courses. Not a higher Education centre – no student loan available.  

How many choices?  You need to find a maximum of five courses:  
• You can only apply to Oxford OR Cambridge (not both) in any one year.  

Music  Music in the form of orchestras, choirs, bands and individual tuition is usually available. 
Find out about costs and ability levels for joining.  

Open Days  Do find the time to attend Open Days for the places you intend to apply to. It’s the only way 
to get a proper ‘feel’ for a place. You will be there for 3 years or more so it is important to 
get it right. Check www,ucas.com for dates or look at www.opendays.com (try to avoid 
missing lessons to attend)  

Popularity of course  Popular courses can demand higher entry requirements. If you are applying for an over-
subscribed course, apply early, be realistic about your grades, have relevant work 
experience, make your Personal Statement stand out and have a back-up.  

Professional qualificati
ons  

Some course offer professional qualifications as part of the course e.g. QTS (Qualified 
Teacher Status).  

Quality of course  How do you know the course you are applying for has a good reputation? You can look at: 
The Guardian University Guide, Hot Courses Guide, Art & Design Directory. Helpful 
websites are:  
• www.unistats.com  
• www.educationguardian.co.uk/universityguide  
• www.hesa.ac.uk  
• See other websites below 
**Universities asking for the highest grades are not always the best.**   

Sandwich course or 
not?  

Some courses have a period in industry as part of the course. Check whether you organise 
this or the university. The course will last for another year. Real benefit is gaining practical 
experience and possibly a future job.  

Small or large?  Would a small university where things are more personal suit you better than a large one 
where you may be anonymous? There are likely to be fewer facilities at a 
smaller university.  

Sport  Sport provision is important. What sports are available, how many teams, facilities?  

Social life  Check out how active the social life at the university is, and it matches with your 
personality. Student Unions provide a wide range of opportunities.  

Students’ Union  Operates bars, clubs, shops and societies. Find out what is available and where it is 
based. Town/city or halls of residence or main campus.  

Study facilities  Check out the library facilities, computer access etc  

What to study  Do your research and find a subject that interests and excites you. Look at   
www.ucas.com 
www.aimhigher.com 
www.coursediscoveronline.com 
www.hotcourse.com 
www.ukcoursefinder.com 
www.unistats.com 

Withdrawing  Once you have accepted an offer (Firm or Insurance), you can only withdraw from the 
course to accept a course somewhere else if the university you accepted ‘releases you’ 
Otherwise, you can withdraw completely and re-apply the next year if you wish.   
If you wish to withdraw your application from one or more courses before the university has 
made a decision on you, you need to contact the Admissions Tutor at the university and 
they will advise UCAS.  

 
  

http://www.opendays.com/
http://www.unistats.com/
http://www.educationguardian.co.uk/universityguide
http://www.hesa.ac.uk/
http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.aimhigher.com/
http://www.coursediscoveronline.com/
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Apprenticeships 
 

 
UCAS has apprenticeship advice to help students make informed decisions about their post-16 and post-18 

opportunities. 

Find out about: 

• the different types of apprenticeships 

• how to find and apply for apprenticeships 

• preparing for the application and interview process 

 

Head to: ucas.com/apprenticeships 

 

Unifrog: www.unifrog.org/student/apprenticeships/start 

 

https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships-in-the-uk
https://www.ucas.com/understanding-apprenticeships
https://www.unifrog.org/student/apprenticeships/start

