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Dear Parents and Carers
 
I hope you are all enjoying the football World Cup!

This week I had the pleasure of attending the Herts Advertiser School Awards for 2018.  Once again 
Samuel Ryder was well represented with finalists in five different categories:

Innovation Project of the Year            Lucy Miles, Apple Regional Training Centre

Special Recognition                            Heather Hackwood

Teacher of the Year Secondary         Aza Hoque

Samuel Ryder was also a finalist as both Primary and Secondary school of the Year.

 

It is a tremendous achievement to receive awards across so many categories – well done to all!  I 
am delighted to announce, and you may have seen across social media, that we won the award for 
Primary School of the Year 2018.  This is the second time we have won this in four years – great 
news!

You may have also seen social media posts about the progress of the 3G AstroTurf football pitch.  
This is on schedule to be completed for the start of the new academic year which is really exciting.  
I hope to see many of you at the Colour Run tomorrow (Saturday) which is raising funds for the 
project and should be great fun.

This week has been school exam week for the secondary students and the students have conducted 
themselves brilliantly.  I am sure that their revision and hard work will be reflected in the results 
achieved.

 

As always, if you have any comments or suggestions I would be pleased to hear from you, please 
contact me at head@samuelryderacademy.co.uk.

 

Mr Gauthier

Headteacher

mailto:head@samuelryderacademy.co.uk


 

Allergy Awareness
     NO NUT AND NO SESAME

We have a strict ‘No nut & No Sesame’ policy

Please refer to the ‘Allergy Awareness’ booklet available in main reception and adhere to the ‘food 
exclusion box’. there will be a Parent Information Evening on the 3rd July 2018.

 

Thank you for your support

 

Samuel Ryder Academy Art, DT & Media Showcase

Asthma



If your child suffers with Asthma, please could you consider giving your consent for them to  use the 
school Emergency Inhaler. This is in case your child's inhaler runs out or they have forgotten it. 
Please click here to find the consent letter. 

Thank you.

 

Parking
Please be mindful not to park in residents' car parking areas or walk though our neighbours' 
gardens to get to school when dropping off or collecting your children. Parents are able to park at 
the London Road Association car park but do not have permission to park at the back of the flats or 
to walk around the back of the flats to get to school. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Lost Property
On Tuesday 17th and Wednesday 18th July, we will be displaying lost property in the canteen. 
Please can you encourage students to have a look for any missing items. Any unclaimed property 
will be donated to a local charity shop. 

Thank you

 

 

Primary Phase News
On Thursday we were delighted to win ‘Primary School of the Year’ from the Hertfordshire School 
Awards.  We are extremely proud of our staff, pupils and PTA and would like to thank them all and 
parents for supporting us in making this such an exciting, creative and friendly place to learn. 

This week, we have been practising for our sports day and it has been lovely to observe all the 
children participating and supporting their peers.  Please see our Sports Day reminder below. It has 
been incredibly hot this week; please can all parents ensure children arrive at school with labelled 
sun hats and water bottles.  Sun cream should also be applied before school during this weather.

Over the last term, we have become increasingly aware of parent year group Facebook pages.  We 
understand that these Facebook pages are set up for parents to communicate and provide a 
supportive parenting network and community.  However, we would like to stress that these parent 
Facebook groups are not affiliated with the school and that parents should always contact the 
school directly and/or use the official school website to find out school information and dates.  

 

http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/assets/files/secondary/Emergency Inhaler Consent Letter.pdf.


Sports Day- Reminder

We are looking forward to our Sports Day on 4  July.  The Primary gates will be open from 1.35pm-
1.50pm for parents to enter.  The events will start at 2.00pm till the end of the school day.  It is 
essential that all children remember to bring their labelled water bottles and a sun hat. 

All children are required to wear T-shirts that are the colour of their house.  There will be no parking 
on site this day so please make other arrangements. At the end of sports day, we will ask that 
parents remain seated until all children return to their classrooms to collect their belongings.  
Children can then be collected from their usual exits.  

 

Reminder of house colours:

Dahl = Red

Austen = Green

Bronte = Grey

King = Blue

Christie = Orange

Wordsworth = Purple

Hardy = White

 

 

Have a lovely weekend,

 

Ms Shirazi & Miss Wood

 

This Term’s Key Dates & Events:

Date Event Place Time

Wednesday 4  July (pm) Sports Day

Thursday 5  July Transition Day

Friday 13  July Blue Class Assembly Main School Hall 9.00am

Wednesday 18  July Reserve Sports Day

Friday 20  July School Ends 12.15pm
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Our Stars of the Week:

EYFS

Red Class

Alex Baker- For making super progress with his reading. Well done, you have really been trying hard 
in our lessons this week.

Rehan Siddiqe- Fantastic effort in class with his 3 D shape Maths activities this week. You were like 
mouse because you did not give up!

 

Blue Class

Bogdan Movil - For making an excellent effort with drawing detailed pictures for your story plan of 
we’re going on a lion hunt. Keep up the good work.

Summer Owen- For excellent listening in phonics. Well done for growing your brain and thinking 
about how to segment and blend words. Keep up the good work.

Year One

Orange Class

Jenson Scoffin - For continuing to impress Miss Bunney. This week, you have shown how ready you 
are for Year 2. You worked independently to research Brazil and have planned what will be a 
fantastic Fact File. Well done Jenson!

Purple Class

Ellie Roberts - For a super attitude to school, always being polite and kind to others and looking for 
opportunities to help. You show a great sense of responsibility and teamwork and because of this 
you have made great progress across the curriculum.

 

Year Two

Green Class

 Alfie Miles - For his continued hard work. He always gives of his very best whether in the classroom, 
on the playground or out on the sports field. Keep up the great work Alfie.

Yellow Class

 Abdul Hadi Ahsan –For focusing more during lessons this week.  Mrs Hayes was very impressed 
with your Newspaper article.  Keep it up!

 

Year Three



Bath Class

 Oliver Sanders – For always having a growth mind-set and completing the task to the best of his 
ability.

York Class

  Isabelle Welsh – For writing a fantastic emotion poem about love, using similes and metaphors.  
Well done!

 

Year Four

Durham Class

Celsey Summers - For demonstrating a growing positive mind-set when faced with a challenge you 
find difficult. Keep up this fantastic attitude!

Warwick Class

Alex Giles for showing superb computational thinking skills, debugging a very challenging program

 

Year Five

Imperial Class

Amae Bridge – for putting one hundred percent effort into her topic work and creating a fantastic 
factfile about world rivers.

St Andrews

Sofia Spasiano- working hard in maths to grasp the strategy of bar modelling to solve word 
problems.

 

Attendance Stars

At SRA, we place great importance on attendance and expect that all our students achieve an 
attendance level of at least 96% each academic year. It is through good attendance that students 
can make the most of the opportunities that school has to offer, enabling them to achieve their full 
potential.

Every fortnight, the class with the best or most improved attendance will receive our ‘Attendance 
Stars’ trophy and receive 10 minutes extra Golden Time as a reward.  

The winning class this week was St Andrews with an attendance of 98.3%.

 

EYFS

Our learning this week in EYFS

Our theme this week was 2D and 3D shape. The children have engaged in a variety of activities; 



naming shapes, playing a shape guessing game, drawing shapes using a ruler, building with 3D 
shapes and forming shapes using play – dough.

In phonics, we have continued to focus on CCVCC/CCCVC and CCCVCC words and used the words to 
write sentences.

In literacy, we completed writing our ‘Lion Hunt’ journeys and tried really hard to remember our 
finger spaces and full stops when writing simple sentences.  Some of us used ‘and’ to extend our 
sentences and used adjectives (describing words) to make them more interesting. 

Next week, we are continuing our Backpacking adventure.  On Monday, please can children bring a 
backpack into school with one chosen item that they would like to take with them on their journey.   
This bag will stay in school until Wednesday. 

 

Year Group Dates/Reminders:

Sports Day -4  July. Please see main section of newsletter.

Transition Day-5th July

Swimming -No Swimming next week (4  July) due to Sports Day.

Blue Class Assembly-Our Blue Class assembly has been rescheduled for Friday 13  July. 
Apologies for the inconvenience.

 

Year One

Our Learning this week:

In English this week, we have been planning a Fact File. We began by looking at examples of Fact 
Files and working as a class to create our Steps to Success. We then started researching Brazil, 
China, Spain and France. We found out lots of information about them and also discovered some 
new vocabulary such as ‘currency’ and ‘population’. We are looking forward to writing our Fact Files 
next week.

In Maths, we have been multiplying and dividing. We began by discussing how we share things 
equally, we thought carefully about whether or not we can share odd and even numbers equally. 
We discovered that odd numbers cannot be. Throughout the week, we continued to tackle problem 
solving activities about sharing equally by using resources. Once we had lots of practise, we 
answered some word problems and drew how we found our answer.

This week in Topic we have been getting very creative! We have been using paper mache to begin 
what will be our very own globe. After we had completed our paper mache balloon, we labelled the 
continents and coloured them in. Next week, we will paint them and stick our continents in the 
correct places.
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Preparation for next week:

Just a reminder than on Wednesday and Friday, the children will come to school wearing their PE 
kit and a top that is their house colour.

Due to Secondary Sports Day next Friday 6  July, the children will not have their swimming 
lessons.

 

Year Group Dates/Reminders:

4  July: Primary Sports Day

5  July: Primary Move up Day

6  July: Secondary Sports Day

12  July: Southend-on-Sea Trip

Year Two

Our learning this week:

We have revisited our work on the book ‘Tuesday’ by David Wiesner.  The children were challenged 
to write their own newspaper article to explain the events that took place. We were all very 
impressed by the children’s creativity.

The children have worked in small groups to create maths games using a number line, dice and 
counters.  The children were faced with a challenge, they had to create a set of instructions on how 
to play their game.   The adults were really impressed with the games that they invented.

Preparation for next week:

Monday 2  July – Trip to Affinity Water

Please can we ask that the children wear their yellow school T-shirt and their PE shorts and trainers 
for our trip.  If it looks like it will rain, they can wear dark blue leggings or jogging bottoms instead 
of their shorts. 

Can we request that the children bring their lunch with as little waste as possible, ideally in a 
packed lunch bag or small rucksack.  You are probably aware that we have been challenged to 
bring a lunch that leaves NO “landfill waste” at all! Please click here for more details:

If you have had issues paying via ParentPay please send an email stating the issue and your child’s 
name to finance so it is all sorted for future trips. 

finance@scholarseducationtrust.co.uk

 

Wednesday 4  July and Friday the 6  July – Sports Day

Please can you send your child to school on Wednesday and Friday wearing a pair of trainers, a T-
shirt in the colour of their house and their PE shorts.  It is essential that all children remember to 
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bring their labelled water bottles, a sun hat and have suntan lotion applied.  Your child should be 
aware of what house they are in, if you are not please email Mrs Hayes or Miss Hennessy to find out.

The Primary gates will be open from 1.35pm-1.50pm for parents to enter.  The events will start at 
2.00pm and last until the end of the school day.  At the end of sports day, we will ask that parents 
remain seated until all children return to their classrooms to collect their belongings.  Children can 
then be collected from their usual exits.   

Year Three

 

Our learning this week:

 

In Maths the children have continued learning about decimals.  This week the children used a grid 
to sort the numbers into the correct place value and have begun adding using decimal place.

 

In Literacy the children used similes and metaphors to write poems.  At the beginning of the week 
the children wrote monster poems and finished the week by writing poems about an emotion, using 
the five senses. 

 

Reminders:

It is Sports Day on Wednesday!  Remember your sun hats, sun cream, water bottles and come to 
school wearing your PE kit and coloured house t-shirt.

It is Move Up Day on Thursday!  Your child will meet their new teacher!

It is Secondary Sports day on Friday!  Your child will need to come to school wearing their full PE kit 
including house coloured t-shirt, sun cream, water bottles and sun hats!

Year Four

In English this week we have continued studying ‘Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters’ and have been 
working on editing and improving our writing. We wrote an internal monologue from the perspective 
of Manyara, the evil and bitter sister from the story, and had to ensure that we had included 
emotive language, used a variety of sentence openers and captured the personality of the 
character. We enjoyed reading each other’s work and giving feedback on what we liked and where 
our peer could improve! To finish the week we focused on our grammar and became experts on 
using the plural and possessive  ‘s’.

Continuing on with our revision of the four operations, we are now looking at the grid method of 
multiplication which builds on the children’s ability to multiply by 10, 100 and 1000. We have also 
revisited fractions briefly and are very pleased with how everyone is progressing.  

 



Year Five

In English we have been reading some of the original ‘Just So Stories’ by Rudyard Kipling.  Although 
the language and sentence structures initially appeared complex, the children coped well and learnt 
lots of new vocabulary.  We read in detail, ‘How the Camel got his Hump’ and analysed literary 
features, plotted the timeline and discussed the perspective of different characters.  The children 
thoroughly enjoyed listening to these stories and discussing characterisation.   As the week 
progressed, the children learnt how to manipulate the perspective of a character and wrote 
imaginative diary entries. 

In Maths, we have continued to use the bar modelling approach to solving word problems.   To do 
this the children have used unifix cubes to represent numbers and were able to draw diagrams and 
to discuss their strategies and outcomes.  The children have been developing their reasoning skills 
and have applied their knowledge of fractions and decimals throughout this week.  

As Sports Day is approaching next week we have been outside to practise different races.  It was 
lovely to see the children being supportive and showing great sportsmanship.  We are all looking 
forward to an exciting event next Wednesday.

 

 

Primary District Athletics
On Thursday 21  June, students from Year 3, 4 and 5 went to Westminster Lodge for the 2  day of 
the District Athletics.We started with the Year 3 & 4 girls shuttle relay, Emily B, Summer B, Phoebe 
H and Sophea B won their heat to qualify for the final. The boys team of James W, Bobbi G, TJ W and 
Oli J also won their heat.

The next races were the Year 5 100m heats, Salih K and Jack C both just missed out on a place in 
the final and came 3rd in their heat. The year 5 girls, Jazmin A and Georgie M both qualified for the 
final.

The Year 4 80m sprints were next, James W and Bobbi G both missed out on a place in the final, 
coming 4  and 3  in their heats. Phoebe H also came 3  in her heat but Emily B managed to get 
through to the final.

The Year 3 70m races were the final heats. Derin A and Jack A both ran really well in their heat but 
just missed out on a place in the final. The girls, Sophea B and Mya N, both qualified for the final.

The sprint finals were next. Georgie and Jazmin both ran extremely well in their final, coming 4
and 6 . Emily B ran really well to finish 5  in the Year 4 final. Mya and Sophea both ran extremely 
well in the Year 3 final, with Sophea winning and claiming the District Championship in Year 3, 70m 
Sprint.

The Year 5 girls were next in the relay. Sophia S, Emma M, Georgie M and Jazmin A all ran 
extremely well and managed to get 3  place, a fantastic achievement against Year 6 pupils. In the 
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shuttle relay finals, the Year 3 and 4 boys finished 4  in their finals and the girls managed 2
place.

All the children had a fantastic afternoon and represented the school really well, with good 
sportsmanship and behaviour. A thank you also goes out to Mr Barlow and Miss Everall for taking us.

 

King House Events!
 
King House Primary Celebration Party

There will be a King House Celebration Party for all King House Primary students on Thursday 5th 
July. The party will run from 3.20pm - 4.20pm in the hall, with music, fun, snacks and bouncing! 
Please make sure that your reply slips are handed in by Monday 2nd July so that Mrs Findley knows 
you are coming and can finalise the plans. 

King House Charity Cake Sale

After school on Thursday 12th July, King House will be hosting a cake sale on the playground to 
raise money for our House Charity - Teenager Cancer Trust. If you are able to donate cakes, please 
remember that we are a nut and sesame free school and to bring any donations in on the morning 
of the 12th July when Head of House, Mrs Findley, will come around to classrooms to collect them. 

Don't forget to bring money along with you after school to buy some yummy cakes and support an 
amazing charity. Thank you for your support!

Secondary Phase News
 

iPad payments for students in the Secondary phase
It has been an absolute pleasure seeing the wonderful work that our students have been 
completing on their iPads both in and out of school. What has been particularly impressive this year 
has been the increased levels of creativity shown in the use of these devices and the excellent peer 
assessment completed with apps such as SeeSaw. In our first year as the Regional Training Centre 
for Apple, we have also been able to share our expertise with other schools across the county and 
were finalists for this in the Herts Ad award for innovation.

For the continuation of the programme, we require your support. A letter went out to all parents of 
secondary phases students in May asking for next year’s iPad payment; please can you ensure that 
all iPad payments are made before 5th July. The payment is £38 for the year (£19 for those who are 
pupil premium). Please note that where payments are outstanding after this date, we will need to 
disable iPads until payment is made. Payments can be made through Parent Pay or by cheque to 
the school.
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Thank you for your continued support.

 

Mrs Miles

 

Student Celebration
Congratulations to Nathalie Culkin who won first place in the 4th and final event of the the Newham 
Series Fencing Competition at the weekend. Nathalie was undefeated during the day, winning all 11 
bouts on her way to the Gold medal!  Well done, Nathalie!

 

Artwork of the Week
It’s that time of year again and we’re getting ready for our Art exhibition on Tuesday night. All of 
our GCSE Art student’s work will be displayed around the atrium and in the art classrooms and 
here’s a sneak peek at Lauren Cowcher’s work, so you can see how amazing it will be. Lauren has 
created some really beautiful pieces for her GCSE and using mixed media has really explored the 
theme ‘Frozen’ from the OCR exam paper. Come and see for yourself what a talented group they 
are!



 

 

Sport
Rounders

Well done to all the Year 7, 8 and 9 girls who particpated in the Rounders tournament last week. 
You all played your hearts out and made the staff and school very proud!

District Athletics

The District Athletics results were fantastic this year, with lots of close results. Some noteworthy 
results included:

Junior Mason - 1st in the 100m, in a time of 12.5 seconds

Jack Jacobs - 3rd in the 1500m, in a time of 4.50 seconds

Ruby Peacock - 1st in the 200m, in a time of 4.50 seconds and also 2nd in the Long Jump, with a 
jump of 4.07m

Amelia Thompson - 3rd in Javelin, with a throw of 14.56m

Caitlin Hugo - 2nd in Javelin, with a throw of 21.26m

Nicola Hugo - 3rd in Hurdles, with a time of 14.1 seconds.

Staff Football

Samuel Ryder Academy staff played Nicholas Breakspear in a friendly football match on Friday, 
beating them 3-0. Mr Moore and Mr Crockford scored two incredible goals; Gareth Southgate might 
be on the phone for their call up to the England squad!  A great game!

 

3G Pitch - Footwear
I am very pleased to update you that construction is now well underway for our new 3G all - 



weather playing surface. It will certainly be a great addition to the already outstanding facilities 
here at Samuel Ryder. Over the coming months, I'm sure you will be preparing to buy new items of 
uniform in preparation for the new school year. Therefore I wanted to draw your attention to the 
following requirements. Currently all students are expected to have a pair of boot and trainers for 
all PE lessons and clubs. This requirement is not changing, you will not need to buy a third 
(additional) pair. However, due to the nature of the material used on this type of playing surface, 
students will not be allowed to participate wearing 'blades' or 'Astro' type footwear from September 
2018. Therefore, when purchasin new boots, please use the guide below for acceptable boots. 

Football Boot (screw in stud)   

   

Football Boot (moulded stud)

       

           

Either of these options are allowed to be used in all other sports taught here at Samuel Ryder 
Academy (Rugby, Hockey, etc...).

To clarify, your child will need: 1 pair of trainers (sports hall, gym and tennis courts) and 1 pari of 
boots (either screw in studs or moulded stud). 

NO BLADES OR ASTROS ALLOWED.

Thank you for your co-operation, these changes will ensure the longevity of the new surface for 
future generations. 

Mr Pope

Assistant Headteacher             

                            

PTA News
Please click here to see our latest news!

 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/sra/index.cfm?event=news&newsId=1496


Summer Cricket Camp


