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Dear Parents and Carers
It has been another very busy week at Samuel Ryder Academy!

The end of year exams started well this week and continue throughout next week. 

Good Luck to all. 

Year 11 Prom
Yesterday saw the culmination of five years of outstanding effort and attainment as we celebrated 
with our Year 11 class of 2018 at the Prom. This is always a wonderful event with exotic cars, sharp 
suits and beautiful ball gowns – everyone was dressed to impress! We are very grateful to staff for 
supporting this event and would like to wish all our Year 11 students a safe and happy summer.

Medications within school
We would just like to remind parents that if your child is taken ill in school they should report to the 
first aider at student reception where they will be looked after.  Parents will be contacted by the 
School Office if necessary.

We would also like to remind you that prescribed medication only can be kept by the school – in 
order for it to be administered, parental permission is required. However, if the times of taking 
medication can be altered to fall just outside of school hours, this would be preferable.  
Authorisation forms for administering medication are available from Main Reception.

Medicines held by the school should be in their original packaging, clearly marked with the child’s 
name and prescriber’s instructions.  Medicines transferred to alternative containers such as 
monitored dosage systems must be labelled by the pharmacist in the same way and be 
accompanied by a patient information leaflet.



Litter
 
Please could parents and children please be mindful that, if they are eating and drinking on the 
roads near to school premises, that they are respectful of our neighbours, and take any litter with 
them rather than making a mess for our neighbours to pick up.

Thank you.

 

Primary Phase News
Primary

Updates across Primary:

This week, we continued to talk about motivation and growth mind-set (Being Mouse).  We also 
enjoyed watching the Y2 production and were so impressed with the way children spoke clearly, 
loudly and transformed into their characters.  The songs and dances were amazingly performed.  
We would also like to thank parents for attending and we hope you enjoyed it as much as we did.

As the weather is starting to improve, we feel it is essential that all pupils bring a labelled sun hat 
and water bottle to school with them on a daily basis.  Sun cream must be applied prior to arriving 
at school.

Sports Day-Reminder

We are looking forward to our Sports Day on 4  July.  The Primary gates will be open from 1.35pm-
1.50pm for parents to enter.  The events will start at 2.00pm and last until the end of the school 
day.  It is essential that all children remember to bring their labelled water bottles and a sun hat. 

All children are required to wear t-shirts that are the colour of their house.  There will be no parking 
on site on this day so please make other arrangements. At the end of sports day, we will ask that 
parents remain seated until all children return to their classrooms to collect their belongings.  
Children can then be collected from their usual exits.   

 

Reminder of house colours:

Dahl = Red

Austen = Green

Bronte = Grey

King = Blue

Christie = Orange

Wordsworth = Purple
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Hardy = White

 

 If you are unsure of the house your child belongs in, please ask their class teacher.

 

Have a lovely weekend,

 

Ms Shirazi & Miss Wood

 

 

This Term’s Key Dates & Events:

Date Event Place Time

Friday 29  June Blue Class 
Assembly

Main Hall 9.00-9.20am

Wednesday 4  July (pm) Sports Day

Thursday 5  July Transition Day

Wednesday 18  July Reserve Sports Day

Friday 20  July School Ends 12.15pm

           

 

 

Our Stars of the Week

 

Red Class

Alissa Gibbard- For super listening and trying hard to concentrate during lessons.  You have made a 
brilliant effort in Literacy lessons this week. Well done! 

Blue Class

Ibrahim Hussain- For making an excellent effort when writing an African Fact File about a zebra. You 
segmented and blended the words independently and wrote the sentences using good formation of 
letters and read your sentences. Keep up the good work.

Orange Class

Annie Burrows-Webster - For working hard in Science this week. You worked really well with your 
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learning partner to design your own scarecrow. I definitely think your scarecrow would scare the 
birds away! Well done Annie.

Purple Class

Arabella Schenk - For  always working hard and taking time and care to produce work you can be 
proud of. I have really enjoyed reading your nonsense poetry this week. Well done for trying so hard 
to come up with funny and silly rhymes!

Green Class

 Mathys Du Plessis - For his hard work and continued perseverance in his Maths work.

Yellow Class

Rory Watkins - For showing true determination in his role as Rafi. 

Bath Class

Sophie Leonard - For demonstrating amazing mathematical problem solving during our decimal 
challenge.

York Class

James Hopkinson - For his outstanding homework all about the Muslim celebration of Eid.

Durham Class

Joseph Fryer -  For using fantastic vocabulary and descriptive phrases to vividly describe the 
settings found in ‘Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters’.

Warwick 

Lorelle Asiedu - For applying the skills she has learned in English to produce a superb description of 
the setting in ‘Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters’.

Imperial

Eryk Viktor - For showing commitment and determination throughout the maths Rock Wrangle 
event this week.

St Andrews

Laila Grange - For an excellent attitude to learning across the curriculum.

Attendance Stars

At SRA, we place great importance on attendance and expect that all our students achieve an 
attendance level of at least 96% each academic year. It is through good attendance that students 
can make the most of the opportunities that school has to offer, enabling them to achieve their full 
potential.

Every fortnight, the class with the best or most improved attendance will receive our ‘Attendance 
Stars’ trophy and receive 10 minutes extra Golden Time as a reward.  



The previous winning class was St. Andrews Class with 98.3%.

EYFS

Our learning this week in EYFS

 

Literacy- For literacy this week we have used the non-fiction text about ‘African Animals’ to write 
animal fun facts. We have continued to explore rhyming strings and in phonics, we have revised the 
digraphs air, ear, ure and ur.’

Mathematics – For maths we have focused on 3D shapes. The children have used construction kits 
to build towers and talk about the properties of shape, take part in a shape hunt and talk about 2D 
shape.

Topic- For topic we have looked at African patterns. We used a simple wax resist method to create 
a background and used oil pastels to draw the face of African animals.

 

Year Group Dates/Reminders:

Sports Day – 4  July. Parents are invited for the afternoon and are to arrive by 2 p.m.

Class Assembly for Red Class – 22  June

Class Assembly for Blue Class – 29  June

 

Year One

Our Learning this week:

In English we have been looking at nonsense poems. We began our week by reading a variety of 
nonsense poems and discussing how we can make our poems just as silly! Then we wrote our own 
versions of the Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear poem. After this, we wrote our own nonsense poem using 
lots of exciting rhyming words. Finally, we looked at Spike Milligan’s poem, On the Ning Nang Nong. 
We read the poem and created our own illustrations before re-writing the poem.

In Maths we have been looking at addition and subtraction. We started by focussing on adding 3 
small numbers together and how we can be spies and spot any doubles or number bonds to help 
us! After this we created our own online shopping page, but there was a sale! The prices kept 
increasing and decreasing by multiples of 10. We had to use a hundred square to work out the new 
prices for our shops.

In Topic, we have continued to look at the continents on Earth. We created our own paper plate 
maps of Earth and stuck the continents in their correct places. In Science we continued our STEM 
Project on Scarecrows. We used the iPads to design our own scarecrow, ensuring we had everything 
we needed to make our scarecrows successful in scaring the birds away!

On Tuesday, we had the pleasure of watching the Year 2 production. Well done to all those 
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involved, it was a pleasure to watch and the children seemed to really enjoy it.

 

Preparation for next week:

Next week in Science we will begin building our own scarecrows. Please could we have some 
donations of bamboo sticks, straw, string and any old clothes (shirts, trousers, hats etc.).

 

Just a reminder that our swimming lessons will continue next Friday morning.

 

Year Group Dates/Reminders:

4  July: Primary Sports Day

5  July: Primary Move up Day

12  July: Southend-on-Sea Trip

 

Year Two

Our learning this week:

 

This week the children made the Year 2 team feel so proud.  They were absolutely amazing in their 
performance of ‘Tuishi Pamoja’, it’s been so great to hear so many positive comments from pupils, 
staff and relatives.  Thank you to everyone involved for your support. 

 

Preparation for next week:

We’ll be practising sports day on a regular basis next week, please ensure your child has there 
sports shoes in the whole week.

Year Group Dates/Reminders:

 

Monday 2  July – Trip to Affinity Water

 

In preparation for our trip we have been challenged to bring a lunch that leaves NO “landfill waste” 
at all! Please open this link for more details:

http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/assets/files/primary/Lunch%20Box%20Challenge.pdf

 

Wednesday 4  July – Primary Sports Day

On Sports Day, the children will come to school wearing a T.shirt in their house colour and their 
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usual PE shorts.  Your child should be aware of what house they are in, if you are not please email 
Mrs Hayes or Miss Hennessy to find out.

 

 

Year Three

Our learning this week

 

In Maths the children have been learning about decimals. We have focused on whole numbers and 
parts of whole numbers. The children have looked at millimetres as tenths of a centimetre. Using 
this new learning, they have created a mini version of their teacher. They had to calculate using a 
bar model showing 0.1 or 1/10 of their teachers size.

 

In Literacy the children started the week by using the iPads to research information about 
volcanoes.  Using this information and the skills learned from last week, the children then wrote an 
explanation text about ‘How a volcano erupts’ at the end of the week. 

 

Reminders:

Wednesday 4  July is Sports Day!  Remember your sun hats, sun cream, water bottles and 
coloured house t-shirt.

 

 

Year Four

 

In English this week we have been exploring a wonderful book – ‘Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters’ an 
African tale with a plot similar to that of Cinderella, where an evil and jealous sister does not want 
her beautiful sister to become Queen. We explored the settings described in the story and wrote 
beautiful and engaging descriptions of some of the settings. Later in the week, we delved deeper 
into the emotions portrayed by the two daughters throughout the book and were introduced to 
some fantastic new vocabulary such as: malicious, spiteful and content, which we then included in 
our internal monologues. It was interesting to see how some of the characters thoughts and feelings 
changed towards the end of the story.

Back to basics this week in Maths. We have been looking at column addition and subtraction and 
how we can use them both to check our answers. It’s really wonderful to see how much all the 
children have progressed over the year and how confident they have become handling large 
numbers.
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Year Five

Our Learning this week

 

In Maths, we have been adding and subtracting fractions with different denominators using the 
Cuisenaire rods to develop a broader and deeper understanding of this concept.  Although the 
children initially found this tricky, they persevered and made good progress.  We then used this 
knowledge to solve word problems using bar modelling and unifix cubes.  The children are 
becoming increasingly more confident and are developing their reasoning skills.

 

In English, we have looked at some of the original Just So stories by Rudyard Kipling.  This led to lots 
of discussion about vocabulary and how it could be used in everyday life.  In order to produce their 
own writing in this style, the children had to work on using subordinate clauses, relative clauses and 
fronted adverbials.  After completing their writing, the children used their editing skills to ensure 
correct use of punctuation, including the use of commas for different purposes.

 

We were delighted with the outcome of the District Sports competition.  Particular mention must go 
to Mia Rosenheim who is now the District champion for high jump.  Well done, Mia!

 

Primary District Athletics
On Tuesday 19  June, 12 Year 5 pupils went to Westminster Lodge to compete in the first day of 
Primary Middle Schools District Athletics.

The relay heats were first, our girls were Sophia S, Emma M, Georgie M and Jazmin A. They ran 
really well against the other teams, which were mostly Year 6, and won their heat by about 50m. 
They will compete in the final on Thursday 21  June.

The boy’s team made up of Riley O, Harry P, Salih K and Jack C ran next. The boys ran well but 
unfortunately couldn’t keep up with the Year 6 pupils in the other teams.

After the track events we moved onto the field events. First up was the Boys' High Jump, Girls' 
Throwing and Girls' Long Jump. Salih competed in the Boys' High Jump, he jumped very well, his 
best jump was 1.2m and just missed out on a place in the final. Lillia D and Carys G threw for the 
girls, they were against some very tough competition but threw extremely well both of them 
throwing over 20 metres. Sophia and Jazmin competed in the long jump, Jazmin jumped 3.05m and 
Sophia jumped 3.29m which got her through to the final and coming 6  overall.

The next round of events were the boy’s long jump, boys throwing and girl’s high jump. Riley and 
Charlie B competed in the long jump, both jumping well with Charlie jumping 3.25m and Riley 
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jumping 3.19m, both just missing out on a place in the final. Jack and Harry threw for the boys, 
again they both threw extremely well, throwing over 30 metres. Mia R took part in the high jump 
and she got all the way through to the final with her winning height of 1.3m claiming the district 
championship for girl’s high jump.

On Thursday, the track events will take place with members of Year 5, 4, and 3 going to compete in 
the relay final, 100m sprint, 80m sprint and 70m sprint. We are hoping for more success then and 
will update you in next week’s newsletter.

We all had a fantastic time and would like to thank Mrs Holton and Miss Everall for taking us.

 

Written by Sophia. S and Mia. R

 

Secondary Phase News

Camp Cambodia Quiz
 

On Wednesday, 5 students held a quiz night to help them raise the money required to fund charity 
work in Cambodia on a CAMPS International trip.   The quiz was written and delivered by the 
students and it was a highly enjoyable evening! 

The students have had 2 years to raise the finances for what is set to be a life changing 
experience.  They have been working extremely hard on their fundraising target and along the way 
have been selling cakes, charity barbecues and bag packing in supermarkets. 

We are extremely proud of our students who have worked to raise a significant amount of money! 

 

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Expedition
On Saturday 16th June and Sunday 17th june, nineteen Year 10 and Year 11 students completed 
their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh expedition in the Chiltern Hills - every single student passing with 
flying colours!

Prior to the weekend, students had been prepared for the expedition by learning a range of skills, 
including navigation, first aid, cooking and camping. The routes were planned by the students and 
every aspect of the expedition was completed without the support of staff. Staff were only used to 
ensure the safety of the students by meeting at various checkpoints throughout the day. 

Each of the groups demonstrated admirable teamwork, determination and resilience in the face of 
various challenges they faced along the way, whether this was carryinga  heavy backpack for two 
days, navigating difficult sections of their route or just keeping going despite increasing fatigue. 

Despite being exhausted by Sunday afternoon, the weekend was a huge success for all the 
students. I am extremely proud of the incredible progress they have made since last year and look 



forward to working with a new group next year. 

Sam Amos, Duke of Edinburgh Co-ordinator

 

'I'm a Teacher Get Me Out of Here' !
Last Wednesday (13th June) Bronte House ran an 'I'm a Teacher Get Me Out of Here' event to raise 
money for their House charity this year, which was the National Autistic Society. Staff from each 
house had to complete four challenges, with house points being allocated depending on the total 
points earned by each competitor. The event took place in front of a paying (live!) audience of 
secondary students and staff. 

The tasks included:

Eating a doughnut hanging by string using only the mouth
Holding a large scorpion for 60 seconds
Eating a selection of bugs (dead ones)
Transferring 5 apricots (using the mouth only) from a bowl of gunge to an empty container

If a competitor didn't feel comfortable with a particular task, they had the chance to use their  one 
Wild Card and another teacher from their House could complete the task). If a competitor  had used 
their Wild Card, they could shout 'I'm a Teacher, Get Me Out of Here' to escape the challenge  - but 
this did result in lost points.

The whole  show, including sound, lighting and scoring, was organised by Bronte House, hosted by 
Alfie Watts and live video footage was projected onto the back of the stage. 

It was a closely fought event but the end result was first place to Wordsworth House (Mr Jenkinson), 
second place to King House (Mr Hoque) and Austen (Mr Woosey) and Bronte (Miss Keys) finishing 
joint third. 

    



 

Artwork of the Week
Please take a look at this amazing homework by Millie Adams of 7 Dahl. She has created a really 
colourful piece of work in the style of David Hockney. She has used the colours wonderfully and 
made use of the whole page, whilst paying careful attention to the detail in the orignial picture. Well 
done Millie!

 

Art, DT & Media Showcase



 

Don't miss this fantastic summer event at school!

 

Trips
Samuel Ryder Academy are pleased to announce some exciting residential trips for 2019 which 
have been launched this week. Please see the website for further details.

 

Primary

Year 3 Fellowship Afloat Trip  - Essex,

York Class - Tuesday 7th May - Wednesday 8th May (1 night ) 

Bath Class - Thursday 9th may - Friday 10th May (1 night) 

 

Year 5 Ingestre Hall - Stafford

Wednesday 30th January - Friday 1st February 2019 (2 nights)

 

Year 6 Isle of Wight

Monday 3rd June - Friday 7th June 2019 (4 nights)

 

Secondary

Year 8 (open to all students, even if they are not taking Spanish) - Barcelona

Saturday 27th April  - Tuesday 30th April (3 nights)

GCSE History Trip - Berlin



Friday 24th May - Monday 27th May 2019 (3 nights)

 

Samuel Ryder App
Please remember that we supply the ‘Samuel Ryder’ mobile app.  We use this for non-student 
specific communication, which includes a copy of the school calendar and the latest Samuel Ryder 
news.  This can be downloaded from your mobile device’s App store by simply searching ‘Samuel 
Ryder’. Click here for a guide on how to download.

We have recently created ‘All Primary’ and ‘All Secondary’ notification groups. We ask that you 
please select one or both of these options in your App settings in order to receive information about 
primary or secondary as a whole. This needs to be done in addition to your year group selection 
(please change this to your current year group as soon as possible). If there are any queries 
regarding this please don’t hesitate to contact App_Help@SamuelRyderAcademy.co.uk

Facebook and Twitter
To keep up to date with lots of exciting activities happening in school, please like our Facebook 
Page and follow us on Twitter!  Click here to visit our Facebook page, and follow us on Twitter at 
@SRASecondary and @SRAPrimary. Our Facebook and Twitter accounts can also be accessed 
through the ‘contact’ section of the app. Simply click on the small Facebook or Twitter icons and 
you will be linked straight to our pages.

Technical Assistance
If you are having any issues regarding Parent Pay, the Samuel Ryder App, or Sims Login, please use 
the following email contacts for assistance:

 

Parent Pay Log in requests:

Finance@scholarseducationtrust.co.uk

School App

App_help@samuelryderacademy.co.uk

Sims Log in Technical Assistance

technicalassistance@samuelryderacademy.co.uk

http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/assets/files/secondary/Letters home/2016-2017/Mobil App introduction Letter 2017.pdf
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