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Dear Parents and Carers
Last weekend saw many staff and students taking part in the St Albans Half Marathon. Mrs Findlay, 
staff and students from King House took part in the 5K and 1.5 mile fun run, with Mrs Johnson 
running the half marathon; they have raised over £700 for their chosen charity, Teenage Cancer 
Trust. Mr Pike, Mr Pope and Mr Walker also ran the half marathon to raise funds for the PTA. Well 
done to everyone and congratulations on the great amounts raised for your charities.

The exam season is progressing well. Year 11 finish their final GCSE today and they have the long, 
and hopefully hot, summer to relax and enjoy. The celebration assembly for their year group is on 
Wednesday 20th June, when they will get the opportunity to say their farewells to the staff and 
school. Year 13 students still have exams next week, so keep up the hard work. 

Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 exams will start on Wednesday 20th June and finish on Friday 29th June. I am 
sure that revision is well under way, good luck to all.

The busy term continues with school trips, Duke of Edinburgh expeditions, Sports days and other 
events and exhibitions, such as the ever popular ART, DT & Media exhibition, which takes place on 
Tuesday 3rd July, always a special event in the calendar. 

Mr.Bailey

Deputy Headteacher

Student Celebration
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Well done to Fern Sisrung, who last week marched alongside thousands of people who had come 
together in London to celebrate the 100 year anniversaty of the first British women getting the 
vote, wearing the suffragette colours of green, white and purple. Fern has shown a great deal of 
empathy and interest during the study of women and World War One in her history lessons and 
extended this knowledge by taking part in Royal Holloway University's online course, 'Beyond the 
Ballot: Women's Rights and Suffrage from 1866 to Today'. Excellent work, Fern!

 

                                                                                     Primary

Congratulations to Georgiana who has played in two tennis matches for the county in the last three 
weeks! She came first place in the U10's category at the Lionel Cox event  and participated in the 
County Cup race, in which Herts won second place and then last week she qualified for her first 
national tournament! Well done Georgiana!

Primary News
Stars of the Week

Red Class

Alissa Gibbard - For super listening and trying hard to concentrate during lessons. You have made a 
brilliant effort in Literacy lessons this week. Well done!

Blue Class

Ibrahim Hussain - For making an excellent effort when writing an African Fact File about a zebra. 
You segmented adn blended the words independently and wrote the sentences using good 



formation of letters and read your sentences. Keep up the good work!

Orange Class

Aidan Roe-Watts - For writing such a fantastic newspaper report about the mysterious, flying frogs 
this week. You persevered even when things were tricky. Keep it up Aidan!

Purple Class

Thenina Hamrioui - For your perseverance with problem solving in maths and your engagement in 
English, as well as your creativity and attention to detail in topic work this week.

Green Class

 Faith Jakeman - For her happy and enthusiastic attitude towards all aspects of her work! Well done

Yellow Class

 Evie Hargreaves - For being like Mouse and focusing during our Maths sessions this week.  You’ve 
applied your knowledge and gained confidence.  Keep it up. 

Bath Class

  Xander Laybourn for his amazing homework of a newspaper report about Hawaii’s recent volcanic 
eruption. 

York Class

Katie El Gohary - For working extremely hard in class this week.  Katie has had a growth mindset 
and been a superb role model to all of her peers.  Well done Katie.

Durham Class

James Burg - For working extremely hard on your writing in English and using fantastic descriptive 
phrases to bring your writing to life. Well done!

Warwick 

Aarya Gaike - For always demonstrating the Samuel Ryder Way. She is kind, puts 100% effort into 
everything she does and makes the school a better place to be. Thank you!

Imperial

Samantha - For taking pride in all of her school work and improving her presentation in all subjects.

St Andrews

Leila Bain - For approaching Maths assessments with a growth mindset and a ‘Can Do’ attitude.

 

EYFS

Our learning this week in EYFS

 

Literacy- For literacy this week we have used the non-fiction text about ‘African Animals’ to write 



animal fun facts. We have continued to explore rhyming strings and in phonics, we have revised the 
digraphs air, ear, ure and ur.’

Mathematics – For maths we have focused on 3D shapes. The children have used construction kits 
to build towers and talk about the properties of shape, take part in a shape hunt and talk about 2D 
shape.

Topic- For topic we have looked at African patterns. We used a simple wax resist method to create 
a background and used oil pastels to draw the face of African animals.

Year Group Dates/Reminders:

Sports Day – 4  July. Parents are invited for the afternoon and are to arrive by 2 p.m.

Class Assembly for Red Class – 22  June

Class Assembly for Blue Class – 29  June

 

Year 1

Our Learning this week:

This week has been a very hectic week in Year 1! As you are probably aware, we have been 
undertaking our Phonics Screening checks so this has taken up a lot of our week.

In Maths, we have been looking at some mental arithmetic and reasoning quizzes and encouraging 
the children to use resources to help find their answers. The children really enjoyed this challenge, 
using their growth mindset to persevere when things were tricky!

In Topic we have continued to research the continents and find out lots of interesting facts about 
them. In Science we have continued our STEM project about scarecrows, we used iPads to design 
our own scarecrow, thinking about what features we need to include.

We are all very excited for the World Cup to start. The children have all been given a team at 
random and we are very eager to see who wins. The winner will receive their own football!

The children have had a very tiring week. We are all extremely proud of all their hardwork!

Preparation for next week:

Just a reminder that our swimming lessons will continue next Friday morning.

Year Group Dates/Reminders:

21  June: Class Photos

4  July: Primary Sports Day

5  July: Primary Move up Day

12  July: Southend-on-Sea Trip
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Year 2

This week we have continued to practice for “Tuishi Pamoja” our Year 2 Performance.  We are very 
excited that we will perform to you on Wednesday 20th June 2018 at 2.15pm.   The primary gates 
will be opened at 2.00pm until 2.10pm for parents to make their way to the hall. Arrivals after 
2.10pm will be required to enter through the main Reception. We aim to begin our performance at 
2.15pm. The performance will last approximately 30 minutes. After the performance, children will 
return to their classrooms and prepare to leave school at the usual place, at the usual time.  Thank 
you to those who have filled out the slip to inform us who is watching.  Here is the link in case you 
need another copy of the form:

http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/assets/files/primary/Y2%20Performance%20June%202018.pdf

 

In Maths, we have continued to look at a number of different concepts to ensure we have full 
understanding of them in order to move up to Year 3 in September.

Preparation for next week:

If your child has a speaking role in the production, we would love them to take time over the 
weekend to check they know all the words.  On Monday we would like to perform without anyone 
reading from their scripts.

Thank you to those parents who have already sent in the clothes in a named bag.  It is really 
important that every child brings in a long pair of leggings/joggers and a long black top by Monday.  
We will be making masks and adding extra bits to their costumes so old clothes are preferable as 
we might be stapling bits of paper onto the pants and tops.

Year Group Dates/Reminders:

Thursday 21st Jun – Class photos

Thursday 21st Jun - Bags2School (PTA)

Please bring your filled bags to the school reception, where a PTA colleague will be waiting to meet 
you, on Thursday 21st June before 9am.

Please bring in any of the items listed below (good quality only please): Please note no textiles 
(bedding, curtains etc.) will be accepted.

· Men’s, Ladies and Children’s clothing

· Paired Shoes

· Handbags and bags

· Scarves and ties

· Jewellery

· Soft Toys

http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/assets/files/primary/Y2 Performance June 2018.pdf


Monday 2  July – Trip to Affinity Water

In preparation for our trip we have been challenged to bring a lunch that leaves NO “landfill waste” 
at all! Please open this link for more details:

http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/assets/files/primary/Lunch%20Box%20Challenge.pdf

 

Year 3

In Maths, the children have been learning about the four operations and how to apply their skills to 
a word problem.  The children have recapped their learning from Year 3 to recognise inverse, 
column method and money.

In Literacy we have focused on present perfect tense, conjunctions, apostrophes for contraction and 
word families.  The children will be using these techniques to help them write an explanation text 
next week!

In Science on Wednesday we were fortunate enough to have a guest speaker!  The Grandfather, of 
Isobel in Bath class, is a is a geologist and came in to teach the children all about his job role. 

In R.E, we have been learning about Islam.  Part of our learning has been about Ramadan and the 
celebration of Eid.  Mrs Desai from Durham class came in to speak to the children all about Eid and 
how her family celebrate.  

Reminders:

Wednesday 4  July is Sports Day!  Your child will need to come to school wearing their house 
colour t-shirt and PE shorts.  If you are not sure which house your child is in, please ask the class 
teacher.

 

Dahl = Red

Austen = Green

Bronte = Grey

King = Blue

Christie = Orange

Wordsworth = Purple

Hardy = White

Your child will need a hat, sun cream and water bottle!

 

Year 4

In English this week we ‘travelled’ all the way to Africa! As we eagerly flicked through every page of 
our class book ‘Africa is not a country’, we were transported to the many different countries of this 
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http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/assets/files/primary/Lunch Box Challenge.pdf


vast continent including: Gabon, Zambia and Cameroon. We enjoyed exploring the many 
differences these countries have, such as the wide range of languages spoken and their 
geographical features. We were intrigued about how different the daily lives of these people would 
be and wrote some emotive and descriptive entries about how it would be to live in one of these 
African counties. Towards the end of the week we explored some exciting and interesting African 
tales and discussed as a class the morals or lessons within the tales and to end the week we 
practised our story telling and ability to re-tell and summarise an African story in our own words. 
What a busy week we have had in Year 4!

 

In Maths we have been looking at different mental strategies to quickly solve problems using the 
four operations. It is really wonderful to see how much progress the children have made and how 
fluent they have become with numbers. Feel free to quiz them on the strategies they have been 
taught to see how much they remember.

 

We would also like to congratulate Alex Giles on winning the Genre Poster Competition.

 

Year 5

Our Learning this week:

 

In Maths, the children have been practising their mental arithmetic skills be completing questions in 
a given time.  These calculations include the four operations, fractions, percentages and decimals. 
They have also been using their knowledge of calculation to solve reasoning problems including 
multi-step and open ended tasks.

In English, we have looked at several Cautionary Tale poems by Hilaire Belloc.  The children have 
identified their technical features, style and structure.  The have had fun creating their own 
characters and putting them into sticky situations!

In Science , we introduced our STEM project.  The children will be designing, making and evaluating 
moon buggies to link with our science topic of Space. The children have already impressed us with 
their designs, thoughts and ideas.  They can’t wait to start on the practical element – the 
construction will involve different materials and methods of joining those materials.

 

Primary Sport
Primary Athletics next week

Monday 18th June - Athletics practice on school field. (Children will be collected from Primary)



Tuesday 19th June - Fields events (jumps and throws) , Year 5 Relay heats

Thursday 21st June -Relay finals, Heats and Finals for Year 3 and 4, plus all Track events.

 

Secondary News
 

Upcoming Events
Year 11 – Leavers’ Assembly – Wednesday 20  June at 11am

More details are available in the letter available on the website.

 

End of Year Exams

The end of year exams start next week. 

Year 7, 8, 9 exams are from 25  – 29  June

Year 10 exams are from 20  - 29  June

Year 12 exams are from 22 - 29  June

 

Change to the previously published schedule:  Please note that the Year 10 GCSE PE exam is 
scheduled for Wednesday 20  June at 11.40am-12.40pm in the Sports Hall.  Students have been 
advised.

 

Art, DT and Media Showcase 2018
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Camp Cambodia

 

Artwork of the Week
Year 9 photo embedded paintings... they are so amazing that you can hardly spot the photograph 
within them. Well done year 9!

 

King House Half Marathon
King House had a fantastic day at St Albans Half Marathon events on Sunday to raise money for our 
House charity – Teenage Cancer Trust.

A huge well done and a massive thank you to all those who took part in an event. We had several 
secondary students and staff running the 5k, Mrs Johnson did the whole half marathon and we had 
more than 30 of primary students, friends and family taking part in the 1.5 mile fun run. Well done 
everyone for such a great effort.

If you want to sponsor our efforts or you have any outstanding sponsor money to bring in it cn be 
paid directly to our just giving page – www.justgiving.com/fundraising/srakingfunrun2018 - or sent 
in to school in an sealed envelope labelled for Mrs Findley.

As well as our individual sponsorship we had some amazing companies sponsoring us, we had their 
logos on our team t-shirts. A big thank you to:

Bar Meze
TutorWise – WeAreTutorWise.co.uk
The Handy Man
The SuperFood Curry Company
Bright Young Things – Academic Tuition

http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/srakingfunrun2018


Total Balance Clinic

for you fantastic support in helping us raise even more for such a worthy cause.

Well done everyone – Go King House!

PE News
A massive congratulations to Mr Pike, Mr Walker and Mr Pope who ran the St Albans half marathon 
on Sunday. Well done to all the SRA students who also took part in all the races that took place.

 

We have Rounders tournaments for Yr 7, 8 and 9 this coming week. Tuesday for Yr 7 and 9, and 
Thursday for Yr 8. Good luck to all three teams!

 

Thursday 14th June is our all day County athletics meet. Results will be announced next week.

 

Media Animation Competition

 

Macbeth
Last Friday 8th June, all Year 9 and 10 students had the fantastic opportunity of watching the 
Shakespeare play Macbeth performed  by the Globe Players. This was a chance for students to see 



the play are studying for GCSE brought to life and be explained by professional actors. Performing 
in the round enabled the actors to make the characters and themes really accessible for the 
students. Although this was an abridged version of the play, the students followed the plot closely 
and this was a great supplement to their classroom study. 

 

New St Albans Museum and Gallery!
On Thursday 7  June, Samuel Ryder Academy were one of a select group of local schools chosen 
for an exciting opportunity to visit the new St. Albans Museum & Gallery before it was opened to the 
general public. With limited spaces available it was the perfect opportunity to carry out a trip 
focussing on more able students [MASt].

We were asked beforehand to really put the new museum through its paces, and our students rose 
to the challenge! The cells [complete with original graffiti from prisoners held there years before] 
and the courtroom were real favourites, with the students enjoying taking on the role of judge and 
accused. They also took the time to provide valuable feedback to the museum on what they liked 
and what might be developed for future visitors.

The museum staff congratulated the students on how fantastically well behaved they were, which 
made all of the teachers very proud! Our visit was commemorated with the school name etched 
into a piece of glass as a reminder that we were one of the first schools to ever visit since the 
redevelopment.

The History department can’t wait to take even more students to this fantastic new facility as soon 
as possible.

 

PTA News
Please click here to see our PTA news!

 

The Greatest Showman - Summer Camp
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https://www.pta-events.co.uk/sra/index.cfm?event=news&newsId=1481


 

St Albans Schools' Partnership Summer Activities


