Samuel Ryder Academy Newsletter
9th July 2021
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

We've been blown away by the fabulous Year 6 production of Beauty and the Beast this week.
The students worked incredibly hard to put together a truly magical performance that we know
will make their families extremely proud - the staff at SRA certainly are.

We have filmed the

performance and will, of course, be releasing it via Edulink to parents and carers as soon as it
makes it out of the post-production suite!

13th July - Year 2 Britain Day
14th July - Primary Sports Day
16th July - Term Ends

Once again, we would like to thank all involved who

(12:05-12:15pm Primary, 12:30pm Secondary)

helped make this production such a success.

Please check our school calendar for
all events taking place at Samuel
Ryder Academy.

LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK

DISTRICT SPORTS NEWS

6th July - Reception Teddy Bears' Picnic

Congratulations to all the SRA students who competed in district athletics last Friday. They broke

8th July - Primary Teaching Structure 2021/2022

lots of school records and we would like to give a special mention to Verity L and Maisie N Year 7
for running up and being amazing! Please click here to see more from the day.

9th July - Year 12 Cambridge Uni Visit

PRIMARY SPORTS DAY UPDATE

Please note that copies of all generic

Unfortunately, we had to postpone our Primary Sports Day this week due to poor weather forecast.

letters sent home can be found here on

It will now take place on Wednesday 14th July. Please can children come into school wearing their

our website.

PE kits and house coloured tops (house colours can be found on Edulink). They will also need a
water bottle, a hat and sun cream applied.

SUMMER TERM UPDATES
For all our school events, activities and class updates please click the links below:

Primary News and
Whole School News
Class Updates

Extra-curricular summer Term 2021
timetable is available here.

Whole school music extra-curricular
timetable is available here.

twitter

Primary summer term lunch menu is
available here.

DRAMA NEWS - BEHIND THE MASK PROJECT
What an amazing effort from our KS3 Trestle Mask performers last week- all their hard work paid off! The drama faculty would like to say a big
thank you to Trestle Theatre Company for offering such a great opportunity.. Finally thank you to our wonderful PTA for buying us these fantastic
masks. You can see some more photos from the performances here.

DofE YEAR 10 BRONZE EXPEDITION
Last weekend, twenty-eight Year 10 students took part in their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze expedition. This involved a thirty-five kilometre hike over
two days and an over night camp. The students, working in groups, were required to overcome a series of challenges including, navigation using a
map and compass, extreme weather, setting up tents and cooking. Please click here to find out more about the expedition weekend.

CHANGES FOR THE NEW ACADEMIC YEAR
As we come to the end of another academic year we already start to think about September and the organisation to support the school community.
There will be a few changes that will impact on students and some reminders to ensure a smooth start to the new academic year.
The payment machines will be removed from the school site during the summer break and everything will be moving online from September.
Therefore in order to add money to your lunch accounts, this will all be done via parent pay. The notable change will be the arrival and departure to
and from school. The entrance through science and the brown door will no longer be in use. This is due to growing safety concerns with increased
numbers entering from the main road that is very busy in the mornings. The entrances and exits will now be via London Road or the rear gate by the
sports centre/Nuffield. The final reminder is regarding uniform and ensuring that your uniform meets the requirements of the school uniform policy,
that can be found on the school website under either the Primary or Secondary tab.

SRA ARTIST OF THE WEEK
Tierney, one of our class of 2020 GCSE students created this wonderful head piece as part of her final project.
Inspired by Autumn, Tierney thought carefully about the season’s colours and focused on creating this
wonderful felt spider and wire spider’s web, adorned with beads, sequins and beautiful embroidery. Such an
exquisite piece, on display in Art Room 3 if students would like to come and look.

Samuel Ryder Academy's Online Art Gallery
IMPORTANT REMINDERS

2021/2022 TERM DATES
You will be able to find the school's term dates on our website here.
CELEBRATION TRIPS
In light of the recent government briefing, we have sadly had to cancel our secondary year group celebration trips. You will receive a full refund for
this trip via ParentPay, minus any outstanding balances on your school account.
IMPORTANT COVID PROTOCOLS
We would encourage whole households to participate in testing twice weekly (Rapid Lateral Flow) and would like to remind parents/carers that face
masks are to be worn if dropping off and collecting your children from school and that the one way system that has been put into place is used
correctly in the primary phase of the academy.

Please be aware that there are two tests available depending on why you are getting tested.
Rapid lateral flow tests – these tests are only for people who do not have symptoms, they give a result in 30 minutes using a device similar to a
pregnancy test. These tests are available for secondary school students to routinely test twice a week.
PCR tests – mainly for people with symptoms, they're sent to a lab to be checked. As per government guidance, if your child is displaying Covid
symptoms, a PCR test booked via an NHS test centre will be required. Full guidance can be found here.

Please note, Students must not attend school if any member of the household is displaying symptoms of Covid and/or is waiting for the results of a
PCR test. Failure to adhere to this has a significant impact on the number of those that have to isolate and greatly increases the number of families
affected.
ALLERGY AWARENESS
Packed lunches and snacks must be nut and sesame safe, please adhere to the ‘Exclusion Box’ on the Allergy Awareness Booklet which can be
found via this link.

Samuel Ryder Academy, St Albans Herts, AL15RA
Tel: 01727 859382 | Email: admin@samuelryderacademy.co.uk
Facebook: @SamuelRyderAcademy | Twitter: @SRA_StAlbans @SRAPrimary

MESSAGE FROM HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

HAPpy Holidays are here!

What will your kids be doing this summer holiday?

Are they in need of action-packed days with the added benefit of a free meal?

Would they be interested in football, basketball or a multi-sport camp? Maybe they would enjoy being part of a theatre performance or even just spending more time exploring the great outdoors! If so,
HAPpy Holiday Camps are taking place across Hertfordshire this summer and might be just the answer!

It’s all thanks to Hertfordshire County Council who have joined forces with the Herts Sports Partnership to organise a huge programme of activity for the school holidays.

Activities will be running in different venues across the county for children and young people aged between 5-16 years, and all include a nutritious meal each day.

As an eligible family you can book for free using your unique HAPpy Booking Code. When prompted, please make sure you enter the whole code, which includes the ! symbol.

Your unique code is: FDNE7!

You will be able to search for activities using your postcode or child’s age – places are limited and strictly on a first come basis so be quick and book online today at
https://www.sportinherts.org.uk/happy/booking
If you are having trouble booking, you’ll find a step by step guide on the booking page explaining what to do. Still need help? Hertfordshire Libraries have computers you can use, and friendly staff who will
be able to help. While you’re there, why not check out their ‘Wild World Heroes’ Summer Reading Challenge?

Additionally, there are a range of fun online Enrichment Activities to look through, with ideas for learning more about arts and crafts, history, music and theatre, plus ways to keep your family active for 60
minutes each day! View these at https://www.sportinherts.org.uk/hafhappy

Lastly, our information page has links to a variety of organisations and advice you and your family may find useful. Visit this at https://sportinherts.org.uk/happy/useful-local-services

MESSAGE FROM UNIVERSITY OF HERTFORDSHIRE - BITESIZE VIDEOS

Getting ready for the summer break!

Bitesize videos - Getting ready for uni

Over the summer holiday, you might have questions about university. If you find yourself with 4 minutes to spare, why not watch one of our bitesize videos.

Topics covered: Accommodation - Degree apprenticeships or full-time university? - How to choose a course or university - Personal statements - Preparing for university - This is Herts - UCAS
application process - Student finance - Why go to university?

Looking for inspirations for your personal statement?

We're building a bank of pre-recorded subject taster lectures.

Can you spare 5 minutes to answer an anonymous survey?

Your answers will help us design our webpages to make them as helpful as possible. Click here to complete the survey.

LONDON PULSE CLUBS - SUMMER NETBALL CAMP

London Pulse are delivering camps in Herts in Radlett and St. Albans and other venues throughout the region.

https://londonpulsenetball.com/product/summer-netball-camp-stags-school/
Summer Netball Camp – STAGS School St Albans – London Pulse Netball
Join our Summer Camps for the opportunity to train with the team behind London Pulse one of the UK’s leading netball teams! Each session our qualified coach is joined by members of the London Pulse
team, who will provide a players insight into the sessions.
londonpulsenetball.com

https://londonpulsenetball.com/product/summer-netball-camp-edge-grove-aldenham-watford-july/
If you are interested in sending a group of 10 players or more on to any of our camps, please get in touch with me to discuss a special group discount.

Please visit our website to have a look at other venues.

FIT, FED & READ

We are delighted to announce that Fit, Fed & Read Summer 2021 places are now open for bookings. We have changed the registration process to allow ease for parents and guardians to book their
children on directly.

Please visit our website here to register your child’s place, you will be directed to Playwaze (our online booking system) where you can book your child in at a specific venue. When booking please use the
code FFR2! to ensure you child’s free place.

We will be running from August 2nd to August 26th at usual times of 10am – 2pm, Monday - Thursday, providing a free hot meal each day for every child.

Any questions please do not hesitate to contact us via fitfedandread@herts.ac.uk.

A Message to Ex-Pupil and Parents of Cunningham Hill
Junior School
I’m sure that a great many of you will remember Mrs Pegg. Many of you will have been
taught by her, joined in with her assembles or been on the receiving end of her support
and care while you were at CHJS. I am sure many of you have some lovely memories of
her. I am also sure most of you will now be aware that Mrs Pegg, very sadly passed away
just after Christmas 2019, after a long illness. She was only forty years old and left
behind a husband and two young children. If you didn’t already know this, then I am
very sorry to bring you this news.
As well as a great colleague to all at Cunningham Hill, Mrs Pegg was also a very close
friend of mine and to honour her memory, I am hoping to compile a ‘memory book’
with contributions from people who knew her through the school, to try to capture
some thoughts and memories of her, to give to her family in the hope that it might offer
comfort in the future, particularly to her children.
With this in mind, I would like to invite you to share your memories with me for
inclusion in this book. If you feel you have a memory you would like to share or tribute
you would like to pay her I would be really grateful if you could e-mail them to me at:
philippa.dickinson@cunninghamhill.herts.sch.uk before the end of July 2021.
This could be anything from a couple of lines to a couple of paragraphs and might be a
specific memory or something more general. It doesn’t matter how trivial or silly it
might seem, I’m sure it will mean a lot to her family. I would be so grateful if you could
pass this on to older ex-pupils or siblings who no longer attend school and parents too if
they would like to contribute.
Thank you so much for your help. I hope you are all doing well and I look forward to
reading some of your contributions.
Philippa Dickinson

Find the support you need at the
Families First Portal
Families First is the name for early help in Hertfordshire.
It is a way of getting extra support for your family to
help you manage problems early on.
Families First is available to all Hertfordshire families with
children under 18 (25 if they have a learning need or
disability).
“I am struggling to
cope with
everything at
present, so feeling
overwhelmed.”

Visit the portal for more information,
with direct links to:-

Relationship Support
Parenting advice and childcare
Money advice
Emotional and mental health
Domestic abuse support
“ I’m worried
Staying healthy
about my child’s
Online Safety
behaviour in
SEND Local Offer
school and at
home”
and many other useful links

@FamiliesFirstHerts

@FFHerts

hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst

“I’m worried
about
money”

“I need
reassurance
and support”

At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel it is
needed. This guide focuses on one issue of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

The Dos and Don’ts of Online Conduct
that they’re representing their country – and that bad behaviour, dangerous play or outright cheating tends to last in people’s memories for a
long time after tournaments are over. The same is true of how we act online – one error of judgement or loss of control might only take a
second, but can have results that are difficult to forget. Instead, just like the heroes of the Euros, we should aim for people to see us and feel
proud and inspired. So, in a five-a-side line-up (with five “dos” and five “don’ts”), here are our top tips for playing fair online.

1

1

Organise your defence
Use strong passwords to protect your
personal information, accounts and
data. A trusted adult, like a teacher
or a relative, can help you choose

Never accept a friend request from
a stranger. If somebody you don’t
know tries to contact you online,
tell a trusted adult straight away.

2 Keep possession

2 Don’t lose control & retaliate

3

3 Don’t hurt people deliberately

Although it can be tempting, it’s best not
to respond if someone attempts to bully
you online or sends you hurtful messages.
Tell a trusted adult what happened, and
then block the person from contacting
you again in future.

Only share personal information
online with people you know well, like
friends and family. A trusted adult
will be able to help you change your
online privacy settings so strangers
can’t find things out about you.

It’s important to behave online
just like you would in real life.
Don’t post anything that can
make you look like a bad person,
because the things we put online
can stay there for a long time.

Before you use a device for the first
time or download a new app,
always check with a trusted adult.
They’ll be able to check if it’s safe
for you to use and make sure the
privacy settings are right for you.

4 Be respectful

Treat people online like you
would treat them in real life.
Remember your manners and be
polite and kind in your posts,
comments and messages.
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4 Don’t cheat your way to victory
Don’t copy another person’s work
that you found online or pretend that
it’s yours. This is called plagiarism
and can get you into a lot of trouble.

2 DAYS AGO

5 Catch attackers offside

If someone is trying to bully you online, a trusted
adult can help you to gather evidence and report
that person to the authorities. You should also tell
a trusted adult if you see anything online that
makes you feel worried, upset, frightened or sad.

5 Don’t play for extra time

It can be easy to spend too much time online.
Instead, take a break to go outside for
some fresh air and exercise. Not using
your device just before bed will also help
you get a good night’s sleep so you can
be fresh and focused the next day.

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 07.07.2021

