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28TH SEPTEMBER 2018

DEAR PARENTS AND CARERS
 

 Last night we held our seventh annual Secondary Transfer Evening, where we were visited
by prospective parents and students, to showcase the outstanding work that is taking place

here at Samuel Ryder. 
 

I am delighted to say that it was our busiest by far, with over 2250 people coming through the
doors.  Due to the demand, we had to have two queues to get in: one queue went back to the
main gates; the other snaking around the car park! It was a real pleasure to talk to prospective

parents about the school, the outstanding examination results from the summer and our
designation as the Apple Regional Training Centre for Hertfordshire. 

 
The feedback we have received from visitors has been extremely positive and

complementary, particularly about our students who were a real credit to us.  The students
were either guides or helpers in departments, and impressed everyone with their confidence

and enthusiasm, and the pride they showed representing their school. 
 

The huge array of activities taking place in all departments was exceptional, and there was a
real buzz from the children who enjoyed taking part. I am very proud of our students and staff,

and would like to thank everyone for their hard work in the lead up to, and on the evening,
which contributed in making this the huge success it was. 

 
We already have many parents booking to visit us again during the school day on the

forthcoming Open Mornings, which start next week. 
 

As always, if you have any comments or suggestions I would be pleased to hear from you,
please contact me at head@samuelryderacademy.co.uk. 

 
Mr Gauthier 
Headteacher 
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Samuel Ryder Academy is a member of  the Alban Federation partnership in the
area of teacher training. Each year the Federation trains a large number of adults

(51 in 2018/19), either straight from University with their degrees, or people who are
changing careers, and places them in a host school for the year to enable them to

complete their training and gain Qualified Teacher Status. All applications are
submitted through UCAS (the University Admission System) and this year, the

application window is scheduled to open on 9th October 2018, for courses starting in
September 2019. Courses are available in both Primary and Secondary

programmes, with salaries or bursaries available for suitably qualified candidates in
many subjects. 

 
If you are interested in becoming a teacher and would like to find out more about
how to apply and what is involved, we are holding an Open Morning on Saturday

13th October 2018 in the Sixth Form Centre at Sandringham School in St Albans. It
runs from 9.30am to midday and you are more than welcome to come along and

meet current trainees, senior school staff and federation team members. Equally, if
you know of anyone who is keen to train to teach, this will be a very useful event for

them to attend. 
 

Further details can be obtained from the school by contacting Nikki Ward or direct
from Alban Federation team via afgtpenquiries@sandringham.herts.sch.uk 

 
 
 

Alban Federation  Teacher Training

Allergy News
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Primary News
This week, Year Three enjoyed an exciting trip to ‘Celtic Harmony’ to learn about the Stone Age
and Bronze Age.  They learnt how to make fires, build shelters, hunt and gather food from forests.
For more information, please visit the Year Three Class page.   
 
On Thursday we held our open evening for transition into our secondary phase.  We hope the
Year five and six children enjoyed completing all the exciting activities around the school.  
 
We would also like to thank the EYFS parents for attending our phonics workshop on Wednesday
afternoon.  We hope you found it useful, informative and gained some good strategies in
supporting your child to read at home.   
 
Second- hand Uniform Sale 
 
On Friday 5th October will be holding our Second- hand uniform sale.  The stall will be based
outside the Year Three classrooms.  Please can you hand in any donations of unwanted uniform
at the main school Reception. We will only accept donations that are in a good condition.  Items
with the school logo will cost £2 and plain items will be sold at a cost of £1.   
 
Open Mornings 
 
This year, we are inviting parents into school on a half term basis to share and celebrate their
children’s learning in school.  Children will enter school and register as normal.  Parents will be
permitted to enter the school at 9.00am through specific entrances which will be signposted on
the day.  Parents of more than one child will need to ensure time is shared equally between
classes during the allocated times. No parents will be permitted to remain in school after 9.30am.
 At 9.30am parents will exit the school through the Y1/Y5 entrance and the main primary gate.  
 
The Primary Open Morning in this half term will take place on Friday 19th October 2018 at
9.00am-9.30am. 
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Reminders 
 • Year 1/Year6 Curriculum Evening – Thursday 11th October - 6.30-7.30pm.  Parents to
enter through the main school Reception.  
• Durham Class Assembly - Friday 12th October – 9.00-9.20am.  
• Year 2/3 Curriculum Evening – Thursday 18th October - 6.30-7.30pm.  Parents to enter
through the main school Reception.  
• Year 4/5 Curriculum Evening – Thursday 25th October - 6.30-7.30pm.  Parents to enter
through the main school Reception.  
• Oxford Class Assembly –Friday 26th October – 9.00-9.20am.  
 
• Children are not permitted to play on any apparatus or within the school grounds at the
end of the school day.  The playgrounds are used by our after school clubs and it
essential for parents to leave the school premises promptly in order to ensure the clubs
run effectively and safely. 
 

Christmas Cards 
The children have created Christmas cards and they have been sent home
today. If you wish to place an order, please ensure the forms and correct money
are returned to the school by Friday 5th October. The cards will be printed and
returned to the school by Friday 5th October. The cards will be printed and
returned to you in the first week of December.

Attendance Stars 
At SRA, we place great importance on attendance and expect that all our students
achieve an attendance level of at least 96% each academic year. It is through good
attendance that students can make the most of the opportunities that school has to offer,
enabling them to achieve their full potential. 
Every fortnight, the class with the best or most improved attendance will receive our
'Attendance Stars' trophy and receive 10 minutes extra Golden Time as a reward. 
The winning class this fortnight was Oxford with 99.4% attendance. 
 
We hope you have a lovely weekend, 
 
Ms Shirazi and Miss Wood.



On Wednesday afternoon, Year 12visited St Albans Arena for the Learn2Live event; a driver
safety awareness programme aimed at highlighting the potential road hazards and road

safety for young drivers. There were a few guest speakers who shared their stories including
a  firefighter, a father of a road traffic victim and a road safety spokesman. It was a hard-

hitting yet informative afternoon which highlighted the dangers of driving under the influence
of drugs and alcohol, something found to be more prevalent amongst teenagers , who make

up over 20% of all car accidents. The key message for the afternoon was to be considerate of
other road users, drive within the speed limits,ensure your vehicle is safe to drive and to

always wear a seatbelt. 
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Secondary News
Year 12 Learn to Live

Students Teach Teachers!

This year at Samuel Ryder Academy we have started a programme where pupils who
play an instrument can pass on their skills to a member of staff. We have 24 staff

members taking part, including teachers, teaching assistants as well as support  staff
and even three members of the senior leadership team. Teachers and students meet
once a week for a lesson, aiming towards a performance in assemblies at the end of

the academic year. Instruments range from guitar and drums, to flute, clarinet and
violin. Pupils are showing real enthusiasm, creativity and maturity when it comes to

delivering their lessons.  
The programme has several goals; firstly to raise the profile of learning an instrument

and get involved with the ever-expanding extra-curricular programme at SRA.
Secondly, to give pupils the opportunity to pass on their skills to someone else,
learning a lot about their own musical skills in the process and thirdly, to further

promote a growth mind set across the school. Pupils will see teachers take on a new
challenge, something difficult that requires a lot of hard work and determination.Across

the year, they will see members of staff presented with challenges and overcoming
those challenges with the help of their student-teachers.  

There will be regular updates on the progress of our lessons on Twitter as well as
periodical updates from the students/staff themselves in the newsletter. 
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Artwork of the Week

This week's Artwork of the Week is by Izabela Bogacka for her beautiful
Year 11 material experimentation work. Stunning work Izabela!



SAMUEL RYDER 
ACADEMY  NEWSLETTER

Ski Trip
Ski trip to ~Andorra, Saturday 16th February 2019 - Saturday 23rd February

2019. 
If your child is in Year 8 or above and would like to join our Ski trip on the above

dates, please contact Mr Walker for further information

Student Celebration
Well done to Liv Howeson for her recent Ski success! After a
week's training in Belgium, she then competed in the Lowland
championships against racers from GB, Holland, Belgium and
Luxembourg. Liv came in first place and finished as the top GB

U14, a fantastic achievement! Congratulations, Liv!








