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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Last night we held our eighth annual Secondary Transfer Evening, where we were visited by prospective 
parents and students, to showcase the outstanding work that is taking place here at Samuel Ryder. 
 
I am delighted to say that it was one of our busiest by far, with over 2000 people coming through the 
doors.  Due to the demand we had to have two queues to get in: one queue went back to the main gates; 
the other snaking around the car park! It was a real pleasure to talk to prospective parents about the 
school, the outstanding examination results from the summer and our designation as the Apple Regional 
Training Centre for Hertfordshire. 
 
The feedback we have received from visitors has been extremely positive and complimentary, particularly 
about our students who were a real credit to us.  The students were either guides or helpers in depart-
ments, and impressed everyone with their confidence and enthusiasm, and the pride they showed repre-
senting their school. 
 
The huge array of activities taking place in all departments was exceptional, and there was a real buzz 
from the children who enjoyed taking part. I am very proud of our students and staff, and would like to 
thank everyone for their hard work in the lead up to, and on, the evening, which contributed in making this 
the huge success it was. 
 
We already have many parents booking to visit us again during the school day on the forthcoming Open 
Mornings, which start next week. 
 
As always, if you have any comments or suggestions I would be pleased to hear from you, please contact 
me at head@samuelryderacademy.co.uk. 
 

mailto:head@samuelryderacademy.co.uk
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PARKING 

A letter has been sent home  via Edulink next 

week regarding the HPV Vaccine for Year 8. 

Please note that this year the vaccination will 

also be offered to boys for the first time.  

School Photos 

16th/17th October—School Photos 

16th October—Primary/Primary Sibling Pho-

tos 

17th October—Secondary Sibling Photos 

If you wish your child to have a photo taken 

with a sibling, they must return the slip to the 

office no later than the end of Monday 14th 

HPV Vaccine 

Please can we remind parents and carers  to be re-

spectful of residents when dropping off or collecting 

from school as this is becoming a problem for our 

neighbours.  Please ensure that you do not park in-

considerately or block driveways. It is often safer and 

more considerate to park a five minute walk away from 

school and give your child some exercise to start the 

day. Thank you for your co-operation. 

ALLERGY AWARENESSAWARENESS 

Packed lunches and snacks must be nut and sesame safe, please adhere to the ‘Exclusion Box’ on the Allergy Awareness Booklet’ found via this  link 

 

 

Please be advised if you have in place a menu from Herts Catering, you will need to log on to the 

dashboard and update your child’s class and photo. If your child has a dietary need (i.e. Halal, Vege-

tarian, No Pork) please can you apply to Herts Catering Limited via this link https://

specialmenu.hcl.co.uk/  as soon as possible. 

HERTS CATERING SPECIAL  

Sixth Form Curriculum Evening 

Sixth Form  Curriculum Evening will take place 

on the 3rd October from 6.30pm to 7.30pm. 

https://samuelryder.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Allergy-Awareness-Booklet-Revised-Feb-18-1.pdf?t=1544004165?ts=1568982786
https://specialmenu.hcl.co.uk/
https://specialmenu.hcl.co.uk/
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Edulink One is an App for parents/carers to access key information about their children.  

Parents can access the following information with ease: 

 

• Achievement 

• Behaviour 

• Attendance 

• Homework 

 

It is important that all parents/carers have a login organised so they can keep up to date with the latest 
information communicated from Samuel Ryder Academy. Letters and information concerning your son/

daughter will be sent out via Edulink. 

 

Request/Reset Login Details 

All parents have been provided with a login. If you have misplaced your login or it has expired, please con-

tact technicalassistance@samuelryderacademy.co.uk 

EDULINK 

mailto:technicalassistance@samuelryderacademy.co.uk
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LIBRARY BOOKS OF THE WEEK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 and up 

We have over 15 titles in the 
non-fiction series Ultimate 
Football Heroes,  

Year 7 and up 

The Five Kingdoms is a meaty fantasy series – all 3 books 
have around 450 pages.  

Year 6 and up 

Max Helsing, Monster Hunter, is a new, scary series. 
Read before bedtime if you dare! 
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House Games Week 

 

The new academic school year typically starts with House Games Week. The 

House systems runs right through the academy and students, and staff, have the 

chance to compete in a total of 31 different competitions  spread over the school 

year. Teams from Year 5 - Year 13 took part in a wide range of events last week 

including Dodgeball, Football, Netball and Rounders. My thanks go to the PE  

department for their hard work in preparing and, of course, running each event. 

Mr Pope 

The final placings were as follows: 

 

  1st Place                Bronte 

  2nd                          Christie 

  3rd                           King and Austen 

  5th                           Hardy 

  6th                           Wordsworth 

  7th                           Dahl. 
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 Rugby  

Our first “friendly“ round of Saturday morning rugby 

matches kicked off last Saturday with a game against 

our neighbours Nicholas Breakspear. 

St Albans Rugby Club were the hosts and provided 
both schools with a fantastic venue and much needed 
refreshments afterwards. On the pitch, the result were 

as follows: 

Year 7 won 25-10 

Year 8 lost 30-15 

Year 9 won 55-5 

Year 10 won 50-5. 

It was fantastic to witness over 100 students playing 
their part from both schools. The ambition to play    

attractive, attacking rugby was evident throughout.  

Our thanks go out to the club for hosting this event and 
we look forward to working together in the future. If any 
students from year 2-year 8 would like the opportunity 
to play club rugby (alongside school rugby) on a     
Sunday morning then please get in touch with Mr Pope 

via email for more info. 

Next weeks fixtures are against Roundwood Park. 

Year 10 Rugby Report 

The Year 10 rugby team played against a spirited NBS 
side, who had some strong individual players.        
However ,the Year 10 team were far too strong and our 
dominant forward pack were breaking the defensive 
line with ease. The link play of Ben Freestone and 
Frankie Pragnall meant our back line were able to 
score some excellent tries. SRA were 55-20 winners. A 
great first performance from the Year 10s. Training will 

be on Thursday after school this week  

Year 7 Rugby Report 

Year 7 played their first rugby game against Nicholas 
Breakespear on Saturday with over 20 boys turning out 
to take part. The game was closely contested in the 
first half with one try per team. At half time changes 
were made to the SRA team and some direct running 
from the forwards saw 4 further tries scored for the 
team. As the game went on, the team became more 
confident and their defence meant the NBS team were 
unable to penetrate the SRA line in the second half. It 
was a promising start for the team. Training will be this 
Tuesday in preparation for next weeks game vs  
Roundwood Park. 
 

Football 

Year 8 Football 

Our Year 8 boys played in their first ever national cup 
game this week! The students travelled to High 
Wycombe to play John Hampden Grammar School. 
Unfortunately we didn’t  win on this occasion but a 

great effort from the team! 

 

 

 

SECONDARY NEWS 



Samuel Ryder Academy Newsletter 

Friday 27th September 2019 

7 
Samuel Ryder Academy, St Albans Herts, AL15RA 

Tel: 01727 859382 | Email: admin@samuelryderacademy.co.uk  

Facebook: @SamuelRyderAcademy| Twitter: @SRASecondary, @SRAPrimary 

 

ARTWORK OF THE WEEK 

Check out these stunning Year 10 pencil observational 
drawings our Years 10 students are working on, for 
their 'creepies crawlies' coursework. How amazing, 
we can't wait to see them finished! 
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In Primary this week the children have all been working 
hard and it has been lovely speaking to the children and 
finding out what they have been learning. Miss Reed 
launched in her assembly this week a whole-school  
mindfulness and growth mindset project, based on the 
book ‘The Dot’, which will result in a stunning display 
created by every child in the school. Watch this space for 
pictures once this colourful and inspiring display is     
completed! We ended the week with a fantastic assembly 
by Mr Crockford and Warwick class – the children have 
certainly been working hard and the costumes were 
amazing. A big thank you to all parents who attended the 
assembly, we hope you enjoyed seeing what the children 
have been learning in Year 4 as much as we did. 
 
Celtic Manor Trip 
 
Year 3 had a wonderful trip on Wednesday to Celtic   
Harmony, as part of their history topic - the stone age! 
The children had a brilliant time exploring what life was 
like in the stone age and what it would have been like to 
be a Neolithic hunter gatherer. Please see the Year 3 
class blog for more information about their exciting trip. 
Thank you to all staff and parent helpers who made this 
trip possible by giving up their time to attend. 
 
Curriculum Evenings 
 
We hope the parents of EYFS and Year 1, 3, 4 and 5 
have found their curriculum evenings useful and        
informative. If you were unable to attend, the PowerPoints 
from the evening will be on the Year group’s class blogs. 
For any further information please do not hesitate in   
contacting your child’s class teacher.  
We look forward to meeting the parents of Year 2 and 
Year 6 at their curriculum evening on Tuesday 8th      
October. 
 

Year 5 and 6 Secondary Open Evening 
 
Thank you to all of the parents and children in Years 5 
and 6 who attended the secondary open evening on 
Thursday. We hope you enjoyed your tour around the 
Secondary school and found the evening to be both   
informative and exciting. 
 
Uniform and PE Kit 

Please ensure your child wears their full school uniform 
every day including correct footwear and wearing their tie. 
Haircuts are to be kept smart, without any shaved lines or 
patterns in the hair. The shortest grade for haircuts is a 2. 
In addition, long hair should be tied back at all times. 
Earrings should be plain gold or silver studs and should 
be removed for PE. Please ensure your child also has 
their full PE kit for all PE lessons. This must include the 
correct socks, footwear, fleece etc. Letters will be sent 
home to any children who consistently fails to bring in 
their full PE kit to PE lessons. 
 
Homework 
 
All homework will be set and sent via edulink. You will 
receive a notification that your child has had homework 
set for them. Homework will be set on a Friday and 
should be completed in their homework books and     
returned to school by Tuesday. Please ensure all     
homework is brought back into school on time. Your child 
will receive one piece of English and one piece of Maths 
homework per week, along with their spellings. If you 
have any problems with accessing edulink, please     

contact the IT department on:  technicalassis-
tance@samuelryderacademy.co.uk 
 

 

PRIMARY NEWS 

mailto:technicalassistance@samuelryderacademy.co.uk
mailto:technicalassistance@samuelryderacademy.co.uk
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Reading 
Please ensure your child reads at least three times a 
week and that this is recorded and signed in their reading 
record. Within the reading records, you will find the 
spelling lists for your child’s year group. Where possible, 
please practice these spellings with your child as this will 
provide a lot of support towards their reading and       
understanding of new vocabulary. 
 
Scooters 
If your child brings their scooter to school, please ensure 
they do not ride the scooter on the school grounds and 
remain off the scooter until they are out of the school 
gates. Thank you for your understanding in this matter. 
 
Snacks 
At break time please ensure the only snack your child has 
with them is either a piece of fruit or vegetables.  
 

Wraparound care 
Please can all parents ensure they pick their children up 
promptly after school and leave the playground as quickly 
as possible, as this will be used as an outside area for the 
wraparound care club. Thank you for your understanding 
in this matter. 
 
Class blogs 
For any extra information about your child’s class, please 
refer to the class blog which can be found on the SRA 
website. Teachers regularly update their blog with      
information and on future events, dates and to celebrate 
the successes the children have had in their learning. 
 
Parking 
A gentle request for parents to kindly not park on the 
grass verges in Admirals Walk please during drop off and 
pick up. 
 

PRIMARY NEWS 
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Important Dates and Reminders 

More information will be communicated closer to the date of each event 

PRIMARY NEWS 

Date Event Location 

Tuesday 8 October Year 2 and Year 6 Curriculum evening Main hall 6.30pm 

Friday 18 October Primary Open Morning 9.00 - 9.30am 

Friday 25 October Oxford Class assembly Main Hall 9 - 9.20am 

Monday 28thSeptember –   
Friday 1 October 

Half term   

Samuel Ryder Academy, St Albans Herts, AL15RA 

Tel: 01727 859382 | Email: admin@samuelryderacademy.co.uk  

Facebook: @SamuelRyderAcademy| Twitter: @SRASecondary, @SRAPrimary 

Monthly Value 
 
Each month we will be celebrating a different value within Primary. The value will feature in our assemblies 
(including our church assemblies) and discussions within the classroom and will be displayed outside of Ms Shi-

MONTH I AM I SHOW VALUE 

SEPTEMBER DETERMINED PERSEVERANCE DETERMINATION 

OCTOBER PEACEFUL CONSIDERATION PEACE 

NOVEMBER UNDERSTANDING TOLERANCE UNDERSTANDING 

DECEMBER KIND LOVE KINDNESS 

JANUARY POSITIVE LOVE KINDNESS 

FEBRUARY HUMBLE RESPECT HUMILITY 

MARCH HONEST RESPONSIBILITY HONESTY 

APRIL RESLIENT COURAGE RESILIENCE 

MAY IMAGINATIVE CREATIVITY IMAGINATION 

JUNE CARING EMPATHY CARING 

JULY FRIENDLY CO-OPERATION FRIENDSHIP 
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YEAR ONE 

Orange Class—George Russell, For trying so hard to work independently and his 
positive attitude to learning. Well done, George! 

Purple Class—Jesse Price, For great listening, giving everything a go, being like 
mouse and trying really hard! Great effort Jesse!  

YEAR TWO 

Yellow Class—Savanna Mason, For always having a great try in all our activities, 
you are being just like ‘Mouse’.  You have gained confidence with using Numicon 
to solve sums and are able to solve them independently.  Keep it up.  

Green Class—Addison Summers, For using full sentences to share her                  
understanding in maths. Well done Addison - Keep it up!  

YEAR THREE 

York Class– Dylan Hodgson, For showing a positive attitude towards his learning. 

Bath Class— Joe Hayes, For working extremely hard in Maths. You listen carefully 
and follow the method so well. You are also showing such a growth mindset with 
your times tables. Well done Joe, keep it up. 

YEAR FOUR 

Durham Class—Wilbur Budge, For writing a fantastic start to your Beowulf story. 
You have use some wonderful language and really taken on board the new       
techniques we have been learning. Well done! 

Warwick Class—Warwick Class, For showing off your numerous talents and doing a 
wonderful performance. Well done!  

YEAR FIVE 

St Andrews Class—Sophea Bridge, For pushing herself to improve on a daily basis 
and for having a passion for learning. Well Done, Sophea! 

Imperial Class—Hannah Khan, For working extremely hard in maths to solve word 
problems. 

YEAR SIX 

Cambridge Class—Phoebe Hotfoot showing determination when solving word 
problems in Maths and using both mental and written strategies. Well done! 

Oxford Class—Charlotte Murray  -For demonstrating a great attitude to learning, 
trying hard in all lessons particularly in English! Well done! 

 Stars of the Week 
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